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;i7i^-y A D V E R T I S E M E NT: 

CTHE following Sermohs, though ^rft preached, 
on particular occajtons, have been feleUed in 
•rder to form a tittle fyjiem of the truths of ffe« 
gpfpeU to point out their relation to one another^, 
and their influence on pradfice. There appears ^r 
me the greater necejjity of thisy that evangelicat 
principles have for fome time pafl been fallings 
greatly intodt/repute; which I fake to be the true^ 
and thefingle reafdn^ why religion is at prefenf in 
fo very weak and langui/Bing a Jlate.. The 'at* 
tempt ought not to Be conjidered' as arijing from 
a thirft of fame ; for a man muji judge very ill 
^hofbould expeSl to ihcreafe his reputation by c- 
fpoujing this defpifed caufe. I muft alfo obferve^ 
that thefe dijbourjes are not publi/bed as containing^ 
any thing better than many praSlical writings of 
the loft age ; but as an endeavour to perpetuate 
the knowledge of the fame truths, and to fupply 
the place of thofe^ which^ through the antiquity of 
ftyle and manner y feem to be falling into forget^ 
fulnefs. If t hire is any thing particular in th'em^ 
it is an attempt to iHuJlrate the fcripture-do^rme 
by experience, and obfervatibns on human life. It 
hath long Been my opinion, that an impartiatview 
of the courfe of Providence, and of the charaSlers 
and ways of men, would' greatly contribute to e^ 
flablifh us in the belief of the truths of the gqfpeh, 
and that the very oppofition given to them by. 
, worldly men, ferves at once to accompli/b and con-^ 
j^jRtn them*^ 

There- 
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There will be foundr in many of the fermons^ 
exprejjions (f reference to the time of their being: 
firfl preachedj particularly to the adminijiration. 
rfthe facrament of the Lord's fupper. It had 
been eafy to have altered the fentences in tvhich 
exprefs mention is made of that ordinance ; but as 
there is often a peculiarity or propriety of lan- 
guage through the vjhole of a difcourfe^ ivhich is^ 
befl underjlood when we know the time and circum- - 
fiances of its firfl compofition^ I chofe to let them 
fland as they were. Another reafon inclined me 
to the fame thing : The choice of the fubje^s for 
publication was made in fuch a manner as to give 
€ pretty full view of the revelation of divine mer- 
cy in the gofpely and by that means to illuftrate 
and fupport the tr^itK " But as there is a great 
danger of runmng^too much into contr^otrfy and' 
fpeculation^ the befi way to avoid thisfeemed to fo, 
to let the fermons retain every thing particular 
and pradlical, intended for the inJlru6iiony reproofs 
cr confolationy of tie audience y when they werefirfi 
delivered. With thefefew remarks ^ I commit them 
to the candour of the public^ with very little con" 
cem as to the judgement of thofe who redd only to 
fafs fentence upon the ability of thf writer ^ but 
earnejily prayings that God may make them infiru* 
mental in turning fmners from the error of their 
waysy and promoting the fanEiification and peace 
€f<thofe who have known the truth as it is in* 
Jefus. 

Eaiflcy, May 1 6r i ^6^ 
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^SERMON I. 

All mankind by nature imder £in, 

Romans Hi, a 3. 

for all have fmned^ and c^mc Jbort of tBi 
glory of Cod. 

THE whok revelation of the will of 
God to mankind^ both in the OI4 
Teftament and the Ne^, proceeds up- 
on the fuppofitipn that they are finners ; that 
is to fay, tranfgreflbrs of his law, and liable 
to the ftrOke of his juftice. This only can 
give meaning to the doftrine of redemption^ 
None can underftand,' at lead none can r«lifh 
or embrace it, unlefs they believe, and arc 
perfaaded of this preliminary truth. 

A What 
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What I have now faiii, appears from many 
exprefs paflages of the holy fcriptures ; and 
k particularly evident from the general ftrain^ 
and from the very ftrufture of the epiftle to 
the Romans. In it the apoftle, who had ae* 
ver been at Rome, gives a full and particular 
account of the doArine of Chrift; andii^ 
lays the foundation for this by a diftinft and 
laboured proof/ that all mankind, both Jews 
and Gentiles, are under Jin. In imitation of 
I his example^ I intend to begin my difcourfes 
on practical religion, by endeavouring to im- 
prefs your minds with ajfenfe of the fame 
truth. This muft lead the ^ay to the faving 
knowledge of the Redeemer ; and as he only 
can build fecurely, who takes care that every 
part of the fuperftrufture reft immediately or 
ultimately upon the foundation, it is asnecef- 
fery to be remembered by faints^ as to be re- 
ceived by finners. 

It may perhaps, on a flight view, appear 
to be fuperfluous. * All mankind,* fome 
ynW fay, ' ?u:e ready to acknowledge that 

* they are finners ; and there is great reafon 

* to believe they are fincere in this confcf- 

* fion.' But, my brethren, a little rcfleftion 
may convince you, that this general acknow- 
ledgement is either very infincere, or v^xj 
imperfeft and defeftive. It is plainly a light 
fenfe of fin that enables the multitude to fleep 

Jn fecurity. It iis plaiply a light fenfe of fin 

that 
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that betrays men into the comtniffion of it, 
and emboidens them to continue in it. It rs 
plainly a light fenfe of fin that blunts the edge 
of all the threatenings in the word of God, 
and the admonitions of his providence. Is it 
not from a light fenfe of fin, that when the 
preaching of the gofpel is not wholly defert- 
ed, its ineftimable truths are received without 
thankfulncfs, and heard without profit ? 

For thefe reafons, I propofe, through the 
afliftance of divine grace, to dircourfc a little 
on the words of the apoilie now read : ** For 
*^ all have finned, and come {hort of the glo- 
•* ry of God :" And, in fo doing, fhall 

!• Endeavour to confirm the truth con- 
tained-in them. That all mankind are finners, 
or tranfgrefifors of the law of God, and liable 
to his righteous judgement. And, 

•a. Shall m^ke a praftical improvement of 
the fubjeA. 

I. In iht firfl place, then, let us endea- 
vour to confirm the truth contained in the 
text, That all mankind are finners, or tranf- 
grefibrs of the law of God, and liable to his 
righteous judgement. And here, my bre- 
thren, it puts me a little to a ftand, in what 
manner to handle this important fubje£t ; whe- 
ther in the way of reafon or affection ; whe- 
ther in the way of cool and conclufive argu- 
ments directed to the judgement, or pointed 
A 2 interrogatories 
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interrogatories direfted to the confcience. 
Many, nay, innumerable, are the cavils that 
have been brought by men of corrupt minds 
againft this fundamental truth- The father 
of lies, indeed, ieems to coniider it, andjuft- 
ly, as the corner-ftone of true religion, which, 
if ,he is able to weaken or undermine, it muft 
end in the fall and ruin of the whole fabric. 
If there be any among you, as poffibly there 
are, infefted with the poifon of infidelity, all 
exhortation and warning will be treated by fuch 
with difdain, while their obje£Hons, however 
weak, have not been brought into view. On 
the other hand, there are mulntudes of fin« 
Bcrs borne away by luft and paffion^ whq are 
incapaWe of undcrftanding the force of (pc- 
culative reafonmg, and who have an unhap- 
py tendency lo overlook, as what docs iioia 
concern them, every thing that is treated 4n 
that way. I fhall be obliged, therefore, to ' 
have an eye to both: and oh! that it may 
pleafe God to enable me fo to propofe to the 
judgement, and fo to prefs upon the con- 
icicnce, this neceflary truth, as that fome 
carelefs perfons may be awakened, and brought 
to an atttntion to the one thing needful ; and 
tiiat if any have hitherto taken up wkh im- 
perfeft notions of religion, and built their 
hope upon the fapd, they may be perfuaded 
m ^ime to diftrufl that dangerous fituation, 
and to found it upon the reck cf ages. 

For 
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For the.ceafon above aiHg&ed^ it is difficult 
to determine^ what ufe is to be made of icrip>« 
ture-lcftimony on fuch a fubjeft* The 
charge of guilt upon the iinner, feexns to be 
onlf preparatory to^ and muft^ as it were^ 
pave the way for the~ reception of fcripture- 
trudis» If the teftimony of God in fcripturc 
is to be refted on, this one paflage is fuf- 
ficient ; but the unbelieving heart is ready ta 
challenge and call in queftion every fuch fcrip- 
ture-declaration» I find the worthy author o£ 
a well-known catechifm, commonly ufed in 
the inftruftion of children, joins together 
fcrlpture and experience, in the anfwer ta 
that queftion, *' How do you know^ that yoa 
** are born in a ftate of fin and mifery V 
Anf. ** God's word tells me fo. Befides, I 
*' find my heart naturally backward to that 
** which b good, and prone to that which is» 
•* evil." After this example, and confidering^ 
that by the law is the knowledge of fin, we 
feall not feparate them ; thc/aiher^ that God 
is able' to make his own word;^ ^^^^ i^ ^^^ 
bare repetition of it, quick and prnverfulp. 
Hcb. iv. 1 2. In the further illuftration of this 
head, therefore, I ftiali, frfty briefly lay be- 
fore you forae of the fcripture-deelarations on 
this iiibjedt ; and, 2^/y, confirm them from 
experience, the vifible ftate of the world, an<i^ 
the teftimony of our avfu hearts* 

A 3 Firji^ 



6 All mankind by nature under Jin. Scr. r .* 

Tirfl^ Allow mc to lay before you lome of 
the fcripturc-declarations on this fiibjeft. And 
that I may avoid handling the fubjedt fyftema- 
tically, and tedioufly, I join together original 
and aftual fin. Every one who is able to un- 
dcrftand what I fay, is concerned in both; 
and indeed they are infeparable the one from 
the other. The deplorable wickednefs in 
which the world in general is overwhelmed, 
hath flowed in a continued ftream from the 
firft fin of Adam; and the finfulnefs of 
every perfon's pradlice has the corruption of 
his nature as its fruitful fource. See the ac» 
count given of the old world, Gen. vi, j. 
** And God faw that the wickednefs of man 
** was great in the earth, and that every ima- 
** gination of the thoughts of his heart was 
** only evil continually." This you may com- 
pare with Gen. viii. 2 J . " And the Lord faid, 
** I will not again curfe the ground any 
" more for man's fake ; for the imagination 
**' of man's heart is evil from his youth." 

See alfothe con/effion of David, Pfal. li. 5. 
** Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity ; and in fin 
** did my mother conceive me." In this the 
Pfalmift plainly and clearly teaches the origi- 
nal and univerfal corruption of our nature. 
What he aflerts concerning himfelf, muft be 
equally tjue of all the human race ; otherwife,/ 
inftead of making a proper part of his con- 
feffion, it would be an excuft or extenuation 

of 
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of his fin. Nothing can more plainly fhow 
the force of this text, than the srakward en* 
deavours ufed by fome to evade or mifinter* 
pret it. For example^ how mean a fid>ier^ 
fuge is it, to pretend, that David declared, he 
was fhapen in iniquity, and conceived by lu9 
mother in fin ; becaufe he was the iflue of 
fome criminal commerce betiveen his father 
and a maid-iervant, or between the wife of 
Jefle and another man ? This is i^ainly a pro- 
fane invention, offered without any manner 
of proof, or the lead infinuation in the hifto* 
ry of that great prince. Befides, it is evickntly^ 
beiide his purpofe in the pfalm ireferred to^ 
where he is confeffing his own finfiil nature, 
and not the finfiil deeds of his. parents, if 
there be meaning in words, his intention is, to 
humble himielf before God, not only for his 
adultery and murder in the matter of Uriahs 
but as a tranjgrejfor from the womk 

To this 'you may add the teftimony of a 
greater than David, viz. our blefied Lord 
and Saviour himfelf, John iii. 6. " That 
** which is born of the flcfli, is flefli; 
" and that which is born of the Spirit, is fpi- 
" rit.'* For underftanding the proof drawn 
from this text, you may obferve, that though 
the word jfle/b has various fignifications in 
fcripture ; fometimes, for example, fignifying 
the weaknefs of pur mortal nature, unable to 
fupport itfelfj and liable to a variety of chan* 
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ges, which muft atlaft €nd in difiblution ; yet 
here it evideati; fignifies our nature 2& corrupts 
ed by iisk This appears froia the oppoiition 
of the two claufes : for it'is certain, that thofe 
who are regenerated, are ftill liable to all the 
weakne& of mortalitj. It muft therefore bear 
the fame meaniog in this place as in Rom. viil* 
8. ** So then they that arc in the flefh, cannot 
•* pleafc God/' It is with a view to this great 
truth that Job, who pleads with fo much 
warmth his general integrity, yet fays, Job 
xiv* 3. 4. ** And doft thou open thine eyes 
*^ upon fuch sm one, and bringeft me into 
" judgement with thee I Who can bring a 
** clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one^ 
With this agree many other fcripture-de- 
clarations, fome of which I ihall mention.. 
Pfal. xiv. 2. 3. •* The Lord looked down from 
** heaven upon the children of men ; to fee 
« if there were any that did underftand, and 
♦« feefc God. They are all gone afide, they are 
*« all together become filthy : there is none 
** that doth good, no not one." Pfel. Iviii. 3^ 
« The wicked are eftranged from the womb, 
•♦ they go aftray affoon as they be born, fpeak* 
** ing lies." Ifa. xlviii. 8. ** Yea, thou hcardft 
« not, yea, thou knewcft no^ yea, ivoxtk 
M that time that thine car was not opened : for 
** I knew that thou wouldft deal very trea- 
\^ cheroufly, and waft called a tranfgreffop 

« from the womb** Bom. iii* 9- ^^* ' ^' *2* 

^' What 
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'* "What then ? arc wc better than they ? No^ 
" in no wife : for we have before proved both 
«* Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
•*- fin ; as it is written. There is none righ- 
•' teous> no not one : There is none that un- 
*< derftandeth, there is none that feeketh af- 
** ter God. They are all gone out of the 
** way, they are together become unpro* 
** iitajble, there i$ none that doth good, no 
'« not one/' To thefe, I only add that clear 
and ftrong paflage, Eph. ii. 1. :j. 3. ** And 
*' you hath he quickened who were dead a% 
'* trefpaflea an4 fins, wherein ia time paft ye 
*< walked according to the courfe of this worM^^ 
^ according to (he priace of the power of the 
** air, the fpirit that now woirketh in the chiU 
'' drenof difobedience. Among whom alAi 
*' we all bad our converfation in times paft^ 
** in the Jufts of our fleih, fulfiiliqg the de* 
*' fires of the fleih, atnd of the mind ; and 
" were by nature the children of wrath, evea 
** as others.** 

In thisfummary view of the declarations of 
icripture upon this fubjeA, I have cox^ned 
myfelf to fuch pafiages as have an afpeA up- 
on the ilate of our nature in general. And 
indeed, as conclufive a proof of its being the 
doctrine of fci'ipture, may be drawn confe- 
quentiaUy as dircflly. With this view, not 
to mention m^ny other arguments, I beg 
your attention to the twp follovring : i • The 

tenor 
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tenor of the gofpel-meffagc, particularly the 
extent of the commiiBon, and the language 
nfed through the whole: Mark xvi, 15. *' Go , 
*' ye into all the world, and preach the go- 
•* fpel to eveiy creature." John iii, 1 6. *• For 
'* God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
" only begotten ' Son, that . whofoever be- 
•• lieveth in hitn, ihould not pcrifh, but 
*' have cverlafting life." Examine Jthe im- 
port of this truth. Whom did the Father 
love ? or to whom did he fend the Saviour I 
To the world, and to cveiy creature. For what 
end did he love them, and for what purpofe 
did the Redeemer come ? To fave them from 
perifhing. But why were they in danger of 
perifliing? Doubtlcfi, becaufe they were ia 
fin. In vain, then, do men exercife their in- 
genuity in explaining away particular paflages. 
This truth does not reft upon an expreiSon or 
two, the meaning of which muft be afcertain- 
ed by critical Ikill, but upon the whole of the 
gofpel. If we do not throw afide the Bible 
altogether, Chrift Jefus came into the world 
to obtain forgivenefs for the guilty, to fave 
the miferable, and to redeem the flave. 

^ The other argument is drawn from the (eals 
of the covenant of peace; and particularly 
the initiating feal, both under the Old Tefta- 
ment and the >Jew, of which infants were ad- 
mitted to be partakers. If they received thefe 
fcals before the commiffion of aftual guilt, it 

cannot 
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cannot be but the nature itfelf muft be defi* 
led; efpecially as baptifmis exprefily called 
the baptifm (f repentance ^ for the remiffion of ' 

Jinst Mark i. 4. 

Thus I have laid before you what the (crip" 
ture teaches us on the finfulneis of our na- 
ture. Including all the pofterity of Adam, 
without exception. I beieech you» therefore, 
my beloved hearers, to confider the concern 
you have in it, as a part of the whole. If you 
haveany belief of the truth of the fcriptures 
as the word of God, attempt no^ to warp or 
pervert them when fpeaking contrary to your 
fond prejudices. Defire not that minifters 
ihouid ipeak unto you fmooth things, and 
prophefy deceit; but receive with humility 
and fear the divine will, however heavy a len- 
ience of condemnation it may carry againft 
yourfelves, viz. that you are finners by nature ; - 
that your kearu are eftranged and alienated 
from the love of God ; and that, if you die in 
that condition, you Ihall not fee his face in 
m^cy« 

I now proceed to the fec&nd branch of thb 
head ; which was, To confirm tj|s account 
given in (cripture from experience, that is to 
%, from the vifible ftate of the world, and 
the teftimony of our own hearts. 

Let us then fee what evidence is afforded us 
from the viiible ftate of the world, that all have 
Jinnedf &c. And here, my brethren, what 
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an ioftru^ve leflbn, but ac the fame time 
%^hat a humUiQg aad melancholy profpejfc, 
opens to otir sitv 1 There are many re- 
marks which might be profitably made oo the 
Aate of the world in every age, to (hew how 
jxiuch fin hath reigned in the hearts of men, 
and what defolation it hath wrought in the 
place of their abode. The great difficulcy is, 
to range them in pnoper order, and propoie 
diem in a fimple and perfpicuous manner^ 
that ordinary hearers may underftand and 
profit by them. For this purpde, let us firft 
take a view of mankind in a public or national, 
and then in a private or perfonal, capacity. 
* 1 . Let us confider mankind in a public or 
national capacity. In this view, what is the 
faiflory of paft ages but the hiftory of human 
guik \ If, inftead of taking up with the idle 
and vifionary hypothefes of philoibphers, we 
only attend to what men have been in £iA, we 
ihall be obliged to £iy, with the Spirit of God, 
that *''Uie imagination of the heart of man 
*' is only evil from bis youth." It is not pro« 
per here to omit, or rather it is highly necef- 
faiy to mention, the impiety and idolatry of 
the feveral nations of the world. Excepting 
the fmail number of Abraham's family, who 
were the eleSlion of Godf and, by a peculiar 
dHpoiition of Providence, the depofitaries of 
his truths^ every other nation upon the face 
of the globe, not onlydeferted the worfhip 

of 
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of the true God, but fell headlong into the 
moft ftupid and fottifh idolatry. . This was 
not peculiar to thofe nations who continued 
in ignorance^ and whom the more improved 
and polifhed thought proper to diftinguifh by 
the name of barbarians^ but was at leaft e- 
qually true of thofe who were moft highly ci- 
vilized. Of the wifeft nations, as well as the 
wlfeft men, the apoftle very juftly fays in this 
epiftle, ch.i. 22, 23. '• Profeffiog themfelves 
•* to be wife, they became fools ; and chaa- 
«* ged the glory of the incorruptible God, into 
•* an image made like to corruptible man, and 
•* to birds, and four-footed beafts, and crcep- 
•* ings things.* 

I muft make even a farther obfervation, 
and .intreat your attention to it, That the wi** 
feft in profefEon feem to have become the 
greateft fools. It feems to have been defign- 
' ed in Providence, as a ftanding and indelible 
mark of the vanity of human wifHom, that 
thofe very 'nations who were moft early iu 
their application to, and moft fuccefsful in 
their cultivation of the liberal arts, were the 
moft extravagant and fenfelefs in their theo- 
logical opinions, and religious rites. I mean* 
particularly, the Egyptians, Greeks, and Ro- 
mans ; wodhippiog bulls and calfs, ferpents 
and infefts, the moft ftupid of four-footed 
beafts, and creeping ihitogs of the moft fliock- 
ing form. This every one may fatisfy him- 
Vol. I. B felf 
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felf of» who will look into the hiftories of theft 
celebrated nations* as they have been tranf- 
mitted to us by themfelves. 

Coniider, my brethren, the unnatural cruel- 
ty of the religious rites of many nations. It 
was frequent and general with them» to offer 
up fiuman facrifices, and make their children 
pais through the fire ; the very reflection on 
which is fufficient to fill a conflderate perfoa 
with horrpr. Confider alfo the fcandalous 
impurity of fome of th^ ceremonies, and 
the obfcene hiflory of the objefts of their 
worfhip. Strange to think of indeed ! yetfo 
it is, that moft of the eminent writers of an- 
tiquity are employed in defcribing the drink- 
inj; and merriment^ the fcolding and quarrels, 
the tricks and robberies, and the amorous in- 
trigues of their gods and goddeffes. 

If we think in a ferious manner on thefe 
undoubted fa£ts, can we help faying. Oh ! 
|he ingratitpde of thofe wretches among us 
who call themfelves freethinkers, wlio have 
t)een taught by revelation only to form ra- 
itional and confident notions of the firft caufe 
and creator of all things, and yet reject re- 
velation entirely, and pretend to found them 
upon human reafon ! lam fenfible there are 
fome who do not think that the idolatry of 
fhe heathen world ought to be reckoned a- 
mohg their crimes ; but if you will confult the 
Old Teftament, you will find it confidcred^therc 
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as the firft and moft atrocious crime whictk 
folicited the vengeance of an offended God. 
If you confult this epiftle to the Romans, 
you will find it leads the way in the account 
given of hunaan apoftafy. The firft of all 
the ten commands, which were given as a 
fum of the moral law, ii, •* Thou flialt have 
** no other gods before me." And indeed, 
if the firft duty of natural religion be a con- 
feflion and acknowledgement of God out 
creator, the firft of all fins muft be, a con- 
tempt of his name^ of a profanation of hi» 
worOiip.. 

But idolatry was not alone. From this^ as a 
fruitfiil fburce, flowed every other human vice. 
What a terrible detail is given us by the hifto- 
rians of every age ! On what is it that all the 
great tranfaAions of the world have ftill turn- 
ed ? * Has it not been on the ambition, crueU 
ty, injuftice, opprcflion, and raging luft and 
impurity, of men. Whatever number of vir-^ 
tuous pcrfons was among them, they feem to 
have either lain concealed, or fallen a facrifice 
to the envy and malice of others. Since the 
firft murder, of Abet, by his brother Cain, 
what terrible havock has been made of man 
by man ! We are fo habituated to this, that 
it makes little imprefiion. We can even per- 
ufe, with attention and delight^ the narratives 
of ftratagemsof war, ferocity in combat^ de« 
vaftation and bloodflied. Who are the per- 
B a. fon» 
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fbns who have acquired the greateft renown in 
the prcfent or preceding ages ? Who are the 
perfons who have been the greateft objedb of 
human admiration ? Have they not been the 
inoftaAive, andthemoft (uccefiful, deftroyers 
of their fellow-creatures ? This dircumftance 
indeed communicates the gu3t of individuals to 
the whole ; fhows that it belongs to mankind 
in general ; and that the defcription given b^ 
the apoftle is not more (hocking than true» 
ch. i. 28. 29. 30* 31. 32. *' And even as they 
*< did not like to retain God in their know* 
" ledge, God gave them over to. a reprobate 
** mind, to do thofe things which are not 
*' convenient : being filled with all unrigh^ 
** teoufnefs, fornication, wickednefi, covet* 
** oufnefs, maricioufnefi ; AiU of envy, mur* 
** der, debate, deceit, malignity; whifperers, 
«« backbiters, haters of God, defjpiteful, proud* 
•* boafters, inven'ters of evil things, dilbbe- 
" dient to parents, without undei-ftanding, 
** covenant- breakers, without natural affcc- 
/' tion, implacable, unmerciful : whcJ know- 
« ing the judgement of God, (that they which 
" commit fuch things are worthy of death), 
*' not only do the fame, but have pleafurc in. 
** them that do them/' 

There are to be found upon record inftan- 
ccs of fuch dreadftil and aggravated guilt, as 
It were to be wiftcd they had been, or could 
have been buried in oblivion. For this rca- 

/ . fon» 
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fbtt» I ^n neiAer Buention their nftmes, nor 
cite the examples; but obiervt, that the .ex- 
lent and prevalence of wickednefs fhould be 
confidered as a ftrong proof of the comiptioi^ 
of the whole race ; and the particular fignal 
inftanccs of aftonlfhing or monflrous crimes^ 
ta a proof of the exceifive depravation of our 
nature, and what man in his prefent ftate i» 
capable of. I know it is pleaiing and gratify*^ 
ing to human pride, to talk of the dignity of 
human nature, and the beauty of moral vir« 
tue : and if it be done in fuch a manner as to 
make us efteem the only mean of recovering 
our loft integrity and original glory, I have 
tio objec^on to It. But if it be fpoken of 
man as he now is without regeticraiing grace^ 
I am certain It is more agreeable to reafon and 
experience to fay, that». from the lengths to 
which fome have proceeded when placed la 
circumftances of temptation, it is owing to the 
power of reftraining providence, that others: 
have been comparatively fbmewhat better.. 

I have feen it obferved, with great appa** 
rent juftice, that probably one end whicb 
God had in view when he fhortened the pe- 
riod of human life after the deluge, was, to» 
fct bounds to- the progrefe of human guilt,. 
As it is the nature of vice, to ftrengthen by 
habit, and incrcafe by time ; a race of wicked 
men living many hundreds of years, would 
degenerate and hardca to a degree not eSflly 
B ^ eoneeivcd^ 



1 S Mfnanklni by nait^e' Under JSru Set. t» 

conceived. And indeed, if we examine into 
the true caufes of any little degree of order 
and peace which we now enjoy,, we fhall fee 
abundant reafon to adore the wifHom of di* 
irine Providence, but very litde to afcribe 
much goodneft to the human heart. 

Tiie moft truly excellent cteu-afters which 
are to be found in hiftory^ and the moft illu- 
firious deeds which thofe heroes have per* 
formed, have for their very foundation the 
corruption of the hunun racc« In this re* 
mark I have in view the fage& and legiflators 
of antiquity, who acquired (6 much renown 
by eftablifhing fyftems of policy and govern- 
ment for different ftates. What was this elfc^ 
and indeed what was it called, but taming the 
favage, and reftraining the profligate part of 
their fellow-creatures I It feems plainly to 
be the point in view in every human law, to 
bridle the fury of humaa inclination, and hin- 
der one man from making a prey of anothec; 
This is well defcrU^ed by the apoftle PauW 
I Tioi. i. 9* lo. ^'Knowing this^ that the 
** law is not made for a righteous man, but 
«* for the lawlefc and difobedtent^ for the un- 
^ godly and for finners, for unholy and 
*^ profane, fortnurderer&of fathers and mur- 
•^ derers of mothers, for man-flayers, for 
*' whoremongers, for them that defile them- 
•« felves with mankind, for men-ftealcrs, for 
** liars, for perjured jcrfons, and if there he 
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** any other thing that is coatrary to found 
<« do£faine«" We have indeed the teftimohy 
of men agamft themfelves in this cafe. It 
has been found to hold, without any except 
tion, that the longer men live, they have the 
greater fufpicion of tboie with whom they live $ 
the greater experience they have of the world, 
they have the harder thoughts of men in gene- 
ral. In particular, thofe who have been moft . 
converfant in public life,, and have obtained 
moft of what is called a knowledge of the 
world, have always the worft opmion of hu- - 
man nature* , 

2. 'Let us nowy horn a general, come to a 
particular and perfonal view of our prefenc 
ftate^ You may be apt to fbppofe, that tho* 
the finfulnefs of human nature b toa general, 
yet it is not univei'fal ; that though vice and 
wickednefs has appeared confpicuoufly, and 
though perhaps wicked men may have obtain- 
ed the afccndcncy in every nation, this will 
not ferve to found a fcntencc againft every 
man. We might upon this part of the fub- 
jeft-obferve, that the trutl^ iHuftrated above 
will receive confirmation from our moft inti- 
mate knowledge of one another. Human 
nature will gain nothing by a clofe infpcftion. 
Take it either in general or particular, ks beft 
appearance is when viewed at a diftance. The 
greatcft and beft charafters, when iclofely cx- 
aipined; have always fuch Uemiflies and im- 

perfe^ons 
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|>er£9ftbns aneoding them, as gready dhni* 
atlh their hiftre» Tbis indeed has grown in*^ 
to a proverbi That much familiariry breeds 
contempt. On this account, we may iafely 
lay, diat if fucfa is the ftate of our nature 
that no man is able to ^uftify faimfelf» or ob^ 
tain the entire approbation of his fellow-Qp* 
aers^ much more muft ** every tnomh be ftop» 
^ ped, and all the. worid become guilty before 
^ God,** Rom. iii. 19. 

But the chief illuftration of this part of the 
IbbjeA muft be from the ^teftimony which 
eonfcience conftrains every man to bear againft 
. himfclf. Examine, therefore^ my brethren, 
what reafon you have to be fatisfied^ that yoo 
yourfelves, unlefi your natures have been re- 
newed by the Holy Ghoft, are under the do- 
minion of fin; nay, that even fuch as have 
been ^* brought again from the dead" do ftill 
ieel /' a law in their members warring againft 
*' the law of God m their mmds/' Remem- 
ber then that you have to do with him ^ who 
•* feeth in fecret,'* and ** who fearcheth Jc- 
•* rufalem as witj^ candles."' It was necefiary 
formerly to take notice of the enormous effe£b 
of fin in this life ; we muft now fearch a little 
deeper, and confider the begmning and fource 
iof thefe in the difpofition of the heart. It is 
true, there are probably many here who are 
}uftly chargeable with the grofleft crimes;, 
luch as, impietVy lyings injuftice^ or uncleaa* 
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0e(s : and oh 1 that it may pleafe God, chat 
their fins may find them oat, and hb word 
jnay be quick and powerful to their convic- 
tion^ But what I have now in view is, to 
maintain the uiiiverial condufion in the text» 
not only that maay men have been profii* 
gSLtts^ but chat every man is a finaen 

For this purpofe» it is of the utmoft mt^ 
ment to put you in mindkwhat fin property is. 
There are two ways of defence, you know* 
upon any trial : th^ one is, to deny the fSi&j 
the other, to maintain it is no trime. It is of 
oeceffity, therefore, in the ^rjl place, to al* 
cexitain the charge, 1^ ftn account of the na- 
ture of fin« Of thb, i do not think there 
can be produced a jufter-account than we have 
in our ihorter catechifm : '' Sin is any want oif 
" confonnity unto or tran^teffion of the kw 
'« of God 2*' Which is nothing clfe but a 
brief illuftration of the words of fcripture. 
Sin . is the tranfgreffion of the law. Ijtt the 
confcience, then, of every hearer anfwer to 
the charge. Have ypu kept, or have you 
broken the law of God ? Have you been obe- 
dient fubjcAs to the King of kings ? Have 
you done your own will, or the will of him 
that made you ? However unwilling you may 
be to put this queflion home at prefent, no 
perfon fhall be able to decline the tribunal, or 
evade the anfwer in the day of judgement. 

Wc 
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We have one great difficulty to ftruggit 
with in the attempt of bringing the guilty to 
confeffion, that fin hath blinded the under- 
fiandingy and perrerted the judgement ; Co 
that after we have faid, that fin is the tranf- 
•greffion^f the law, there will remain another, 
queftion. What is the law» and how hr doth 
it extend ? Upon this we muft have recourfi: 
to the remaining traces^ that are left upon the 
confcience ; and I fee nothing more proper, 
than to prefs home that futfunary which God 
hath given of his own right and our duty, in 
the firft aftid great commandment, " Thou 
** {halt love the Lord thy 6bd with all thy 
** heart, and wkh 2SI thy foul, and with all thy 
*• mind;'^ Matth. xxii, 37. Arc you your 
own i Have you no lord over you ? Can you 
plead any exception to this command ? Is not 
your maker infinitely perfe£t, and infinitely 
amiable ? Is he not worthy of your fupreme 
love ? If he is not, who is it, or what is it, 
that you have reafon to prefer, or that can. 
produce a better title ? Can there be any thing 
more juft than the fcntiment exprefied by the 
pious Pfalmift, Pfal, Ixxiii. 25. *• Whom 
*^ have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
« none upon earth that I defire befides thee.** 
Is there excellence or fweetnefs in the creature, 
and is there none or lefs in the creator, from 
whom every inferior ^nature derives its very 

exigence. 



S^. I . M mankind by nature under Jm. aj 

exiftence, and on whom it depends every mo» 
mcnt for its prefcrvation ? 

May I not hope to have fome hold of fin- 
ners here, in pleading the rights of their maker ? 
Are your hearts then naturaUy, and hav€ 
they been habitually and fuprcmely fet upofi 
God ? Has it been your firft and leading care, 
to know him, and to ferve him, to inquire 
mto his will, that you might do what was 
acceptable to him? Do you believe, that in 
his fevour only is life, and therefore do you 
feek ypurhappincfi and your comfort in him ? 
Many are apt greatly to miftake upon this 
Cibjca; n^y, it feems to be the leading de- 
ccption of finners, to think nothing evil or 
punifliable, but fuch grofi crimes as are dif- 
orderly in human focicty, and obnoxious to 
human laws. It is fcarcc poffible to make 
them fenfible, how much guilt there is in a 
total forgetfulncfs of God; and yet this is 
the very fource of human depravity. The 
chief thing blameable in our attachment to 
other things, is their filling the room that is 
due to God, their being employed in a man- 
ner th^t is difhonourablc to God, or, in o- 
ther words, their being inftrumcnu of rebel- 
lion againft the will of God. 

Are^thereanyofyou, my brethren, who, 
by the kindnefi of Providence, have been 
kept tree from grols, vifible, and fcandalous 
offences j who, from a natural coolnel^ of 

tempera^ 
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tcmperaunent, have been cluifte or fober ; who, 
from a principle of hooour, have been juft 
or geaerous; who, from the diAares of 
prudence, have beeo regular and decent \ but 
have been unmindful of your duty to God, 
have been unwilling to think of him, or 
firangers to deUght in him } and are you not 
finners in bis prefeoce ^ Have you been pre- 
served by his power, and yet never confcfied 
the obfigation ^ Have yeu>been living daily 
upon his bounty, and yet fcldom or never gi-> 
v^n Urn thanks, except in the moft indifier* 
«Qt and formal manner, and fuch worfliip, as 
is a much more proper occafion for repent- 
ance than ground ot confidence ? How, then, 
fhall you be able to ftand in the judgement ? 
^ For of him, and through him, and to him, 
*< are all things; to whom be glory for ever. 
* « Amen." 

II. I come now to make fome pradical im* 
provement of what has been faid on this fub- 
jcft. And, 

I. From what has been faid, you may 
learn how deeply and furely the foundation of 
the gofpel is laid. It is laid in the a£lual ftate 
of the world, and in that depravity of our 
nature, which' it is impofiiUe to conceal, and 
"which nothing but the greateft obftinacy and 
perverfion of mind can have the courage to 
deny» I ^m ienilble, that nothing but an 

inward 
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-inwaiidaad perfimal coavi&nm of gttilt and 
-mifeiy «««ug^ bf the Spirit of the Imog 
- God, irill brkig itiefioner to eiofaraoe the go- 
^1 ; yen zhc neceffity of fakvatkm may be 
teviBCed m tbe deareft and moll fadsfa^tory 
nnuiner, by readbn and obHervatios. As tbs 
^fiiUe creation, when atfeatively viewed, 
•ferres to difirovor die wifiiom and omnipo- 
'tai€€ of God^ and is, as it were, an open 
volonie, which men of every tongue may 
read and adndare ;■ ib the ftate of the moral 
wocid^ as it is caHed, plainly points out the 
' guilt and apoftafy of man, and loiadly caDs for 
the interpofition 0^ the SanT^ionr. Thb k is 
otH* duty to attend to, not (Kily to flop the 
motrfhs of gaiefeyers^ but to eftablifli the 
fakh of God's children^ chat it may not be 
overthrown or unfetded by the cavils and ob- 
jeftions of thofie who lie in wait to deceivse. 

2. Fitmi what has been /aid, lyou may &c 
with what fentiments we Aould look upon 
&e ftate of the world, or pemib the hiftory 
of providence, and what profit we may reap 
from it. When we ice, as at prefcnt, in our 
own age and country, what profanity and ne- 
gleA of God, what contempt or derenion of 
his worfliip, prevails among many of every 
rank i - ^bftt pride and luxury, what riot 
and fenfuality, what nncleannefs and de« 
.bouchery, what l^ng, fraud, and perjury ; 
-and when weobferve how one race of finoers 
VolJ. . C has 
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9iat fucceeded another in every age, and due 
.true religion has been. generallf, as it is ftiU, 
in a ftruggltng or perfecuted ftate* we ought 
ito be huAbiedfor^die-finfaf ,our«ature, and 
-the (hare which eachof us has contnbuted to 
•the general guile Inftead of .finding :£iuk 
.with ProTidenee for the permffiou'Of fin, ymt 
ought to be filled with a holy indignation -a- 
'gaiflft ourfUves Aixl others, for the perpetra- 
tion of it. We ought to admire that wiidom 
and power by which the Cng of kbgs fets 
- .reftraining bounds to the violence of men. 
'Neither ought we to omit adoring his holinefi 
}in ihe awfol vifiutions with which he fome- 
.times overtakes and overwhelms the wicked 
tin their wickednefi. When he fends out his 
ibre judgements ef war, femine, and pefti- 
Jence ;• or when he looks to the earth» and it 
trembles, as unable to bear all the guilt that 
lis laid upon it; when thunder, lightning, and 
tcmpeft, feem to threaten the immediate diflb-^ 
lution of die whole fsibric; we ought to 
confider all thife as the juft punifliment of 
fin, and look ^»rward widi fear to that time, 
when he ihall render to every man accprding 
to his works, and deferved vengeance fliall 
^ot be partttfl, but univerfal ; when it fhafl 
not be occafional and temporary, but fiual» 
unchangeable, and eternal* 

^. You may learn, from what has been ifud» 
,Wftate and danger of tfao& who are jdbarge- 



Sar. I • AH ntafiimdffy nattiri wider JSti^ ly 

able with' fins of a heindus aiid aggravateii^ 
lOaxatt.' If allwithourexceptio& arc <* Hsder 
fin ; if ev«ry month muft Bfe ftopped," dt. 
what fhali'ber the don^tibn'of thofe who haVe< 
the fhameful pre-eimnence of being finners of 
the taSi order, who have done more tbai^'* 
others to provoke the Lord to anger ! liF 
thole who have lived to themielves> and vi^t 
to God, Ihall not be able to ftand in the' 
judgement ; what fhall become of thofe who" 
have fold themfelvear t<r work init|uttyy and' 
whofe abominabfe pradtices are a reproach tO' * 
re&fen, as weH as a fcandal to religion ? I ma^* 
even fay further, in the words of the apoftle 
Fetej\ •* If the righteous faarcely be faved,' 
*^ vrhere fliall the ungodly and the finner ap*- 
*^ pear ?" I'Pet. iv. i8, I do the rather beg; 
your attention to this, that we always find' 
loofe livers the wannefir advocates for liber -^ 
tine principles* It is the drunkard^ die fwear- 
er,^ impure fomkator, who are fo ready to 
produce in converfatioo dieir pMtended argu-p* 
ments ag^ft the corruption of human Mature* 
I ipeak to all fuchwithbi hearing. What be- 
nefit will j^mreap by denying original cor« 
ruption, when y^u are jjiftly chargeable with 
U> many aftual tranfgreffions i If there are, or 
eves were,anyperfoDsin the world without fin, 
fujaely y cm cannot pretendthat you are fo yowr- 
lelves. Tou are aihamed to reveal your hiddor 
fteaes to your fellow-finners, but how ihaU^ 
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y«u conceal them £rom the fearciher o£ lOt 
hearts? If yoti canoot bear to be told joitr 
faults bq^ yo«r ftllow-crejRturiesi wkh whar 
fpeedilefs confufioa fhall you fVand sit lafl: 
before the judgement-leat of Chrift I Let me ; 
therefore addrefs you in the words of your 
maker by the pfalmlft, PfaU 1. ai. %z» 
^* Theie things thou haft done, and I kept 
<* fiience : thou thoughteft that I was aUoge- 
*« ther fuch a one as thyfcif : but I will re* 
** prove thee, and fet them in order befme 
" thine eyes. Now confidcr this* ye that 
" forget God, left I tear you in pieces^ and- 
" there be none to deliver." May it pleafe 
God cffcaually to convince you ctf your fia 
and danger, andto lead you to his mercy, as re- 
vealed in tfafgoTpel, for yoiurforgivenefs. Icon- 
elude wth the adrice of the pialsiufi, Pfal« ii. 
12. '' ¥i& the Son left fae be angry, and yc 
*♦ periiS from the way, when his wrath is kia- 
^' died but a liole s Uefled art all they th^i 
'* put their truiiin him«'' 
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Tlie' fxxmcr without cxwfk before GocU- 
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j^ thou, ^Lord^ Jboiddl mark iniquities, t^d,'. 
loho JbaU ftend i 



JUlttcc and inercy "are ihie pcrfcflions of the 
diviDC nature, in which we as iinners-^ 
have apeculiar concern. O^ir world is the great 
theatre, and the hiunan race the great, or, (6 ^ 
far as we know,^ the only objeiftsvof theu' u- - 
nked exercife. Clear and juft appreheniionsj , 
therefore, of thofe attributes, muft lie at the : 
foundation of all religion. It is eafy to fee, . 
that a difcovepy, both of jufli^e.and mer« 
cy, 13 neccffary to bring jhe finncr to repent- - 
ance. He muft fee the guSt and mifery ia » 
which he is involved, and thjcwayby which* 
he may certainly, and by which he can only/ 
obtain a recovery. The fame views are equal- • 
ly-ncceflary to every Chriftian, during hb :- 
continuance in this imperfe£b ftate* They are > 
neceflary to that (elf- denial which ought to be i 
htf habitual clura£ker» and to thathunjUiatioa^Y 
C*3 * aadU 
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And penitence whkh onght to be his frequent 
employment. 

I muft, however* ob&rve, cbaf though 
there are few of the attributes of God more 
frequently fpoken of» perhaps there are few 
leis diftindly underftood. Men have either 
an imperfeA knowkdge> or weak perfuafioa 
of the juftice of God,, and thence deijpife hi» 
mercy. On the other handi they are apt tor 
take, prefumptuous i^iews^ of Us general mer-: 
cy» and thence defpife his juftice axid feverity. 
This is not peculiar to thofe^ wbo» upon the^ 
whole, are under the dominion of fin. Evext 
the children of God thcmfclves are ready, 
ehher to lofe their views of the majefty and ' 
holinefs of God, which fhould incline them 
lo fervehhn with reverence and godly fear ^ 
or, on the other hand, by negleding his mer- ' 
cy, to fall into that ftate of flavifh bondage 
and illiberal fear, which is equally injurious 
to the honour of God, and hurtfvd to their - 
own peace. 

'On thefe accounts I have cfaofim to infift a ' 
little o^ thb paflage of the pfaltnift' David, * 
in* which we have an united view of divme ju- 
ftice and mercy ; ** If thou. Lord, fhouldft 
*< ' mark iniquities, O Lord, who (hall ftand ? 
*^ ^But there is forgivenefs with thee ; that 
<« thou mayft be feared,*^ It b thought by 
fome, that this pfalm was compofed in that 
memorable period of his life, when he was 
^ ^ plunged 



Scr. 2. Thejinner wkSout excufe iefon Cod. jf 

plunged in the deepeft guilt, by his adulteiy 
and murder in. the matter of Uri^ ; but more 
commonly, that it was in the time of his pep' 
iecution, when the imminent dangers to which- 
he was b often expofed, brought his fint-' 
Urongly to remembrance. Referving what 'vsr^ 
here faid of the mercy of God to another 
opportunity, let us now confider the view gi« 
Ten us of Ids juftice, ki this paiage, *< If thou» . 
^^ liOrdr &oiddft mark iniqwies^ O Lord, who- 
^ fliall ftand ?** For this purpofe 1 fliall» 

1. Endeavour to afcertsun and exfdain the. 
meaning of the p£dmift's afiertiom 

2* Support and confirm it from fcripturc 
and experience. 

j; lathei^phice, I (hall make a praAi* 
cal impraTemcnt of what may. be~ faid upoA' 
it. 

I;. LcTus^then, ^fy?, endeavour toaiier*. 
tSHn and explsun the meaning of the pfalmift's • 
eapreffion, '' If thou. Lord, ihoukiii mark . 
•' uuquities,OLord, who fball ftand ?" Thefe 
words evidently cany in them the^ deepeft > 
fenfe of iio^. a ftrong and inward conviction) 
of^the imp^bility^of^uftifyinghimfelf before., 
a pure and holy God, if he fhould deal' 
vmh him as in juftice he might t *^'lf thou, ., 
*' Lord, fliouldft m%x\ iniquities, OLord, who 
<< ihall ftand ?" God is an omnifcient bemg, 
every where prefent^ to whom all our 

thoughts 
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thoughts and ways, and confequently all our 
finsy ar&and mujft be perfectly known. The . 
exprcfliony then, cannot mean» that there are . 
any fins unregax'ded, ornotobfervedof God; . 
btcaufe thisisimpofiible. The marking of ini- 
quities here, ieems to be aa allufioa to what 
pafies in human courts, where the judges fet^ 
down, or put upon record aU that is brought -. 
againft the criminal, in order to found a ien*.' 
tence of condemnation.. lo thit view^ the- 
meaning muft be, if God fhould fo mark ini- - 
quities, as to proceed to punifh us for all of 
which we were really, guilty, there could b^ " 
no poffibility of {landing iuGh an impartial^ 
trial. 

I need not tell you,- that the putting the 
words in the fbrmrof a queftion, .'< O Lord, k 
'^ who (hall ftand i " d6es not imply^ that . 
there is any uncertainty in the matter, or that^ 
any can be found pure enough to endure fuch 
a fcrutiny, but rather ikrves to tleny it in th^ 
ftrongeft manner. Again, we are not to fup«' 
pofe, that the pialmifi:^ by putting the que^' 
iHon thus in general^ " Who (hall ftand l^ 
defigned to turn the accufation from himfelf, ; 
or to extenuate his own fins, by bringing in o- > 
thers equally guilty. This is indeed the prac- - 
tice loi many in the world, who feem to think;, 
the numbers of thofe who are chargeable with * 
any fin, an excufe or palliation of the guilt of ' 
{frticttlar offej3tder&> . But the uae fpirit of ^ 

repentance 
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repentance leads to yctj different ientimeots : 
it makes the finner fix upon his own faults, 
and point at the fins and plagues of his own 
hfart^ without thinking upoQ the iins of o- 
thers^ unicfs as they may be an cccafion of. 
difcovering^ to him more of the depravation * 
and wickednefs of his own natiure«. So that 
the genuine import of the pfalmiil's expreilion 
feems to be, If thou, Lord> ihouldft execute 
the decrees of judice, and puniih every thing 
that is done amiis, the holieft man on earth » 
would not be abk to abide the trial ; how > 
much k& would fuch a iinner as I be able ta 
ftand? 

II. I proceed now to liupport and confinn 
Urn truth from icripture and experience** 
And you wiU be pleaft d to obferve, that it 
is the conftant doQrme of the holy fcriptures ; 
it is the uniform language of humility and pe- 
nitence there, 'thus the pfalmift, Pf. cxiiii. 2. 
** Enter not into judgement with thy fcrvant : 
'• for in thy fight fhall no man living be ju- 
** ftified," To the fame purpoft, fee the Ian- . 
guagc of Job, ch.ix, 2. 3. 4. ** I know it is fo . 
** of a truth : but how fhould man be juft with. , 
** God ? If he will, contend with him, he 
•* cannot anfwcr him one of a thoufand. He ^ 
" is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength : 
^\ who hath hardened himfelf againft him, 
** and hath profpered i " A clear difcoveiy . 

of 



34 Thejihner wittaut extufe before CdcL Sct.t: 

of the infinite majefty of God, the unfpotttd^ 
holinefs of hb nature, the extent, the puritf, 
and fpirhuality of his law, will hnmediatdy 
cairy homt a convifUott- of thir truth, and 
make us feofible what impure and wretched* 
creatures w^ arc : k will make every one of' 
us cry out with JoB, after a difcovery of the 
divine glory and perfeAion, ch.xl«4. 5. '' Be* 
•• hold, I am vile^ what fhall 1 anfwcr thee ?• 
*' I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.^ 
•'Once have I fpokcn, but I wiU not an-' 
•• tfftt : yea, twice, but I will proceed no« 
•" further.'^ And again, ch. alii. 5. 6. ** I* 
** have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
*' ear: but !iow mine eye feeth thee. Where- 
*^ fore I abhor myfelf, and repeat ia duft and 
** afhes." Every trtie penitent will &y, withr 
the pfalmifti Pf. iSau 12. ^ Who can under* 
'•" fkand.hb errors ? cleanie thou me from (e- 
^ cret faults.** N^y, he will ^onfider his dai«*^ 
1^ prefervatioa as an evidence of the divine- 
patience, in the fufpeniioa of his (entenice, as 
in Lam. ilL 22. 2;. ** It is of the Lord's mer«* 
*' cies that we are not confumed, becauft hit 
" compaffionsfail not* They are new every 
•« morning : great is thy faiihfiilnefs." 

Thefe, my brethren, are examples of the 
fentiments and language of the fcripture? 
laints ; and if we look a little into ^eir cha^ 
racers, as fet before us in the infpired wr>* 
tings, we. fhali feej, that felfabafement is one 
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^f the moft certain proo& of troe reli^on.; 

.that the more any perfon has made read im- 

proyement in holinefs, he will think and fpeak 

info much the humUcr manner; will more 

.clearly ice the e^il of fin^ and more readify 

confefs its power and influence over his own 

heart. I know this is very contrary to the 

fpirit that prevails in the world; and particu- 

i larly oppoiite to the reigping temper of the 

.preient age. I know aUb, that there are ma- 

ny objcAions raifed againft diis fundamental 

.truth. But inftead of wrangling controveriy, 

.in which our underftandings ard often loft, 

. and our paffions 'irritated, rather ihan £ub- 

dued ; for further inforcing the above truth, 

I £ball only urge every hearer to a ferious and 

impartial refle£lion upon his own conduA. 

This, I am perfuaded, will, by the blefling 

<}£ God, be die moft effeAual mean of filen- 

cing the reafonings of the carnal mind, and 

forcing the confcience to a confeftion, both of 

the equity of the law, and the guilt of difobe* 

.dience. 

For attaining this end, I fhall juft propose 
three general lubjefls of examination ; and beg 
that yott may ftxew fidelity to jour own fouls, 
in bringing them to the trial. I • How many 
jduties have you .omitted, wluch you muft 1}e 
ienfible you ought to have performed i 2. 
How often have you been guilty of exprefi 
jranrgrefiions.Qf ^e law of God } 3. How 

jnaqr 
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many blemifhes and impcrfeftiom clc^e to 
thofe very duties which you endeavour to per- 
form in ohediencc to h!s will ? 

I . then, How many dmies have yoti omit- 
ted, which you muft be fenfiM^ you ought 
to have performed ? In chargmg yon wrth 
negteft of duty, I muft begin whh unthank- 
fulnefi and forgetfulnefi of God. Let the 
confcience be ever fo murh biaffed by partia- 
lity, or perverted by wrong principles, is It 
poffible to deny the obligation of every crea- 
ture to acknowledge his dependence upon the 
author of his being, the preferver of his 
life, and the Iburce of his mercies ? Bat 
have you, my brethren, been fenfible of this ? 
How unmindful have you been of the rock 
that begat you, and the God that formed 
you ? This is the firft of all fins, and the 
fruitful parent of every particular tranfgref- 
fion. It was a heavy charge brought againft 
a great prbce by the prophet Daniel, ch. v. 
23. laft claufe, "And the God in whofe 
<« hand thy breath is, and whofe are all thy 
«* ways, haft thou not glorified.** Say, yc 
men of the world, have you indeed acknow- 
ledged God, on whom you depend for every 
breath that you draw, for every moment that 
you continue in exiftence ? I have often 
thought, that it was one 9f the greatefl: evi- 
-decces o^ the depravity of human nature, 
that an abundant and opulent ftate on earth 

fhould 
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ftoakl fo generally lead to negleft of God. 
What is this, when interpreted, if I may fpeak 
lb, but that the greater t>ur maker'$ goodnefi 
b to us, commonly the leis is our gratitude to 
him ? 

But I would fpeak to thole whofe confciences arc 
more enlightened, and who have not wholly for-, 
gotten the Lord. Are riot you alfo chargeable 
with manifold omiffions ? What fenfe of gratitude 
have you retained, and cxprefled, for innume- 
rable mercies, fpiritual and temporal, to your- 
felves, and to your families ? How unequal 
the payment of gratitude to the debt of obliga- 
tion ! What ufe have you made of them in 
God's fervice ? What advantage have you 
reaped, for your own fanftification, from the 
bounty of Providence, from the ftrokes of Pro- 
vidence, from the ordinances of divine inftitu- 
tion, from the truths of the everlaftinggofpel, 
from feafons of inftruftion, and opportunities 
of worfhip, from edifying examples, from faith- 
ful admonitions ? Wh^t have you done for 
the good of others ? How often have you re- 
lieved the neceffitous, comforted the diftreffed, 
inftrufted the ignorant, admoniflied the negli- 
gent, puniflied or reftrained the profane? I 
hope I fpeak to many who have not been whol- 
ly negligent in improving their time and talents ; 
yet fin-ely there is juft ground of humiliation to 
the bcft, that, even under a conviftion of duty, 
they have fo imperfeftly difcharged it ; and pro- 
bably the very perfons who have done moft, will 

VoL.L D be 
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be mod fiacerely grieved that they have not done 
more. 

Alas ! my brethren, it is a great mifiake to 
think light of fins of omiffion. How much do 
I pity the condition of thofe thoughtlefe pcr- 
fons, who, forgetting that they were made to 
ferve God, feem to live for no other purpofe 
than to enjoy thenilelves ! And oh the mife- 
rable delufion of thofe finners who fet their 
minds at eafe by' the filly excufe, That they do 
harm to none but themfelves ! Let them hear 
and tremble at the tenor of the fentence in the 
great day, Matth. xxv. 30. ** Caft ye the un- 
** profitjtble fervant into outer darknefs ; there 
" fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth." It 
is the firft duty of natural religion, "Give un- 
*• to the Lord the glory due uiito his name ;" 
and it is the fum of all the duties of the gofpcU 
I Cor. vi. 1 9. 20. ** Ye are not your own ; for 
•* ye are bought with a price : therefore glori- 
" fy God in your body, and in your Ipirit, 
'* which are God's." 

5>, Confider ixi how many inftances you have 
been guilty of expreis tranfgreffions of the law 
of God, his law written upon your hearts, and 
repeated in his own word. If you know any 
thing at all of the law of God in its fpirttuality 
and extent, you muft be deeply convinced of 
jour innumerable tranfgreffions, in thought, ia 
word, and in deed. ( i .) How many arc the 
fins of your thoughts ? Sin is feated In the 
heart : it hath its throne and dominion there. 
^vcrj enormity in the life takes its rife from the 

impurity 
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impurity of the heart. None will think light 
of fins of the heart, who have any acquaint- 
ance with the word of God. Let them but re- 
fleft upon the account given of the guilt of the' 
old world. Gen. vi. 5. " And' God faw that the 
** wickednefs of man was great in the eanh, 
** and that every imagination of the thoughts 
** of his heart was only evil continually." Let 
them refleft upon the faying of the wife mani 
Prov. iv. 2 J. •* Keep thy heart with all dili- 
** gence ; for out of it are the iflues of life •/' 
or on the diftinguifhing charafter of God, 
Jer. xvii. 10. ** I the Lord fearch the heart, I 
«« try the reins, even to give every man accor- 
«« ding to his ways, and according to the fruits 
** of his doings."' 

How many thoughts are there in your hearts' 
admitted and entertained, diflionourable to God, 
unthankful for his mercies, impatient under hi» 
providence ?' How many thoughts, envious, 
malicious, fpiteful, towards your neighbour ? 
How many wanton lafcivious thoughts, and ir- 
regular defires ? How many covetous, worlds 
ly, vain, ambitious thoughts ? Let me befeech 
you alfb to confider, that thcfe are not fins that 
we fall into fcldom, or by occafional temptation,, 
but multitudes break in upon us every day, and 
in a manner every hour. What an infinite/ 
number, then, muft we be chargeable with in 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years ! If fo^ 
many are the fins of a fingle day, what muftf 
be. the guilt of a whole life ? What rcafon to' 
D. Z. crji 
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- cry out, with the prophet to Jcrufalcm, " How 
*< long fhdli Vain thoughts lodge withia us ? '* 

(2.y Let me befeech you to coniider the fins 
of the tongue. Here 1 (hall not infift much on 
the groffer ilns of the tongue, lying, flander> 
ing,. backbiting ; of thefe, though few will be 
fenfiWe they are guilty themfelves, all are abun- 
dantly ready to complaio, as reigning in the 
world m general. Neither fhall I infift on im- 
pure converfation, filthy and lafciTiou^ expref- 
fions, or allufions to obfcenity ; though I am 
afraid many here prefent are far from being in- 
nocent of the charge. But befidcs thefe, the 
ilns of the tongue are fo many, that the moft 
watchful Chriftlan cannot fay he is guihleis* 
Even the meek Mofes was provided to fpcak 
" unadvifedly with his lips." The apoftle James 
has given us a very (Irong defcriptioo, both of 
the general prevalence, and mifchievous in- 
fluence, of the fins of the tongue, James^iii. 
2. — 8i. ** For ifl ma^y things we offend aU. If 
*' any man oi!end not in wordj the ianie 13 a 
•' perfeft man, and able alfo to bridle the whole 
'* body. Behold, we put bits in the horfes 
'* mouths> that they may obey us ; and we turn 
** about their whole body. Behold alfo the 
*' fliips, which though they be fo great, and 
*' ai:c driven of fierce winds, yet are they tura- 
** ed about with a very fmall helm, whitherfoe-* 
" ver the governor lift^th. Even fo the tongue 
*^ is a little member, and boafteth great things^ 
«* Behold how great a matter a little fire kind- 
«« kth. And the tongue is afire, a w^orld of 

•' iniquity ; 
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*^ iniquity : fo is the tongue amongft our mem— 
**bcrsi tj^at it defilcili the whole body, and fct- 
** tedi on fire the courfe of nature ; and it is 
** fct on fire of hciU For every kind of bcafts, , 
<* and of birds, and of ferponts, and things in 
<* the fea, b taified, and bath been tamed of 
*^ manldnd t but the tongue can no man tame ; ; 
♦••it is an; unruly evil,. £uU of deadly poifon.'*" 
Ahdthat none may prefume, after all, to think-. 
thefc fins, of the tongue inconfiderable, let us ^ 
remember vjii.at oar Saviour tells us, Matth. xii. - 
36. 37 . ** But I fay unto you, that every idle 
•*"WOPd that men flaall fpcak, they (hall give: 
••- account thereof in the day of judgement. . 
" For by thy words thou flialt be juftified, and*. 
*^ by thy words thou fhalt be condemned.** 

(3.) Now, to thefe fins of heart and converfa- 
tion, let us add the eonfideratlon of all the fins ^ 
of our a£bions, by which we either offend God 
ourfelves, or ace the means, by a doubtful or • 
fufpicious example, of inducing others to offend 
Wm : all. the adls of iafobiicty and intempe- 
rance with regard to ourfelves ; of injuftice^v 
treachery, .or opprcflion, with regard to ptlicrs. 
Let us confider thofe fins to which we are led i 
by our refpeftlve callings and employments, or 
.by our refpe6tiv€ ages or tempers, or by cur fi- 
tuation, and the fociety with which we fland*" 
connefted. The Ughtnefs and frothincfs of. 
fome, the fournefsand morofencfs of othei's,^. 
the'inconfidoratenefs and folly of yoiith, the r 
plotting and ambitious proje6ls of riper yeors, . 
the peeviihneis and covetoufnefeof old age,.. 
D '3 . aail 
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and the vanity and fclfifhnefs we carry with u^ 
through the feveral ftages and periods of life. 
Thefe things are moft, if not all of them, fins in 
themfelves, and do infallibly betray us into a 
great number, of others. If we coniider all 
this with any meafure of attention, can we re-* 
fuie to adopt the language of the holy fcFipture^ 
that pur fins are more in number than the hairsr 
upon our heads, or than the fand that is upon 
the fea fhore ? In fine, if we confider the fins 
we are guilty of, according to our- conditions 
and relations in the world, as hufbands and 
wives, parents and children, maflers and fer- 
vants, magiflrates and fubje<H:s, miniftert and 
people, we fhall find the account fo prodigiouf- 
ly fwelled, that we fhall have more than reafon 
to cry out, with the pfalmifl, ** Lord, if thou . 
** fliouldfl mark iniquities, O Lord, whofhould 
" fland?" 

3. Confider the fins that cleave even to your 
religious duties, and every thing you do in obe- 
dience to the will of God. The purefl wor- 
fhipper on earth mufl afk fargivenefs for the 
fins even of his holy things. I am not here to 
infift upon the hypocritical performances of 
many profeffing Chriflians, done merely, or 
chiefly, to be feen of men, or fpread, as a co- 
vering, over their hidden and fhameful deeds ; 
nor am I to mention that religious zeal which 
arifes from flrife, contention, and vain-glory, 
and which chiefly aims at the fupport of party- 
nam£s ; becaufe thefe are dire£Uy and eminent- 
ly finful : they are an abomination ix\ the fight 

of 
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of God. But, my brethren, even in thofe per* 
fbrmances which you go about with fome mea- 
fure of iincerity» how many defeats are to be^ . 
found ? Oh ! how much negligence, eoldnefs, 
and formality, in worfliip J how many wander- 
ing, vain, idle, and worldly thoughts, 'in your 
hearts, when your bodies are in the houfe of 
Gk)d ! Confider only the infinite-glory and ma«» 
jcifty of God, in whofe fight the heavens them- 
felves are not clean, and who charges his angels' 
with folly; and fay, whether you have ever 
prayed at all with becoming reverence of fpirit,. 
Confider only the unfpeakable condefcenfion of 
that God to his creatures, and the unfearchable 
riches of his grace to the finner ; and fay, whe- 
ther your hearts have ever been fuitably affected 
with his love. 

It is our duty, ^y brethren, to confider, how 
far we have been from preaching the word of 
God with proper imprbfiions of the majefty of 
him in whofe name we fpeak ; how far we have 
done it with fimplicity and dignity, neither fear- 
ing the cenfure, nor courting the applaufe, of 
our fellow- finners ; how far we have done it 
with that tendernefs and aflfeftion, with that ho- 
ly fervour and importunity, which the value of 
thofe precious fouls to whom we fpeak manifeft- 
ly demands. And is it not your bufinefs to con- 
fider, how feldom you hear with that attention, 
reverence, humility, and love, with which the 
facred and important truths of the cverlafting 
gofpel ought to be received ; how many hear 
much mpre as judges tl^aix as learners, as critics 

rather 
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mther than as fiimer» ; aod content themfelves-^ 
with marking the weaknefs of an indifferent^ or 
praifiog the abilities of an animated fpeaker ? 
Aod how many run with itching ears from one . 
congregation to another, or evenrfrom one par- 
ty or profeffioa to another, not that they may.^ 
he edified, but that curioficy and fancy may be - 
gratified :? ^ Mow many loft ordinances, how ma- - 
ny mif-fpent fabBaths, have- we.to lament befoi^!; 
God ? 

When we come to the fecond table of the law, . 
bow many finful motives. mix their influence in- 
the duties w^ perform to our neighbours ? how 
many afti of jufticc owe their being, in part at 
kaft, to fear of reproach ? how many works of 
charity owe their fplenddr to a defireof applaufe, , 
as well as to a better principle ? .1 fhould never, 
have done, were I to go through all the great, 
duties of the Chriftian life, and obierve the fin- 
ful dcfe£h that cleave to them. I believe I may 
fay with great truth, that would we but deal 
faithfully, there would be no more ncceflary to « 
our humiliation, than a ftriA examination of 
our duties themfclves.. This would oblige us to « 
confefs, that " all our righteoufneffes are as fil-- 
" thy rags before God ;" that we muft not . 
plead for reward, but forgivenefs ; that no me- 
rit of our own, but infinite mercy alone» muft : 
he the^ foundation of our hope. 

III. I come now to make fome praftical applica- 
tion of the fubje^l, for your inftru£tion and di^ 
re&ion•^ And, i. How great is the deceitful- 
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neis of fin \ how aftoniihing the bUndnefsof fin- 
Ders ! How eafy and obvious is the confideratloa 
of our finsy in the order in which I have endea- 
voured to fee them before you i Sins of omif* 
fion»' on the one hand, and of commiffion, on. 
the other; and duties &ultyin both refpedls, viz* 
by eflential qualities negle£ted, and fins mixed 
with the performance : fins in thought, in 
word, and in deed, againft God, our neigh* 
hour, and ouiielves. Yet, alas ! how many 
are there in a great meafure ignorant of the 
fins they are chargeable with, and therefore 
fleeping in fccurity ! Think, my beloved hear- 
ers, on your condition. To know your danger» 
is the firft ftep to deliverance. Is not the law 
of obedience clear, written upon all the crea- 
tor's woi^ks \ Is it not ingraven upon the con- 
fcience ? and is it not often repeated and infbr* 
ced by the difpenfations of providence ? Would 
there be fo m^(:h of dlvipe judgemen^, if there 
was no offibnce ? £very natural evil proclaims 
the fin of man» An inclement feafon, an inju- 
ijpus world, and a frail dying body, coofpire in 
pointing out our finful ftat& And yet, after 
aU, how blind is the finner to th£ difca\'ery, 
how deaf to the friendly warning, how regard- 
leis of the approaching trial.! Awake, I befeech 
you, while there may be peace, and look upon 
your danger, while there is yet given you time 
and opportunity to fly from it» 

2. If the holieft cannot fi^and before God» 
if no flefh living can be jufiified in his fight, 
how fearful mufi: be the fiate of thofe who arc 

lying 
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lyingunder the guilt of atrocious, aggravated, andr 
repeated ciimes ! Though great profligates oft- 
en defert the ordioances of God, that they may" 
fin at greater eafe,-and meet with lefs refiftance ; 
yiet, in (o numeFOUS an ailembly as this, there is 
reafon to fuppofe there are not a few of the 
chief of firmer T'i the rather, that while fome 
defert the ordinances, that they may have eafe* 
from within, others attend them as a cover; 
that they may blind their neighhours, and meet 
with lefs fufpicion or difturbance from without. 
How, then, can murderers, fornicators, fwear- 
crs, drunkaixls, thieves, and retainers of unjuflf 
gain^ hear what hath been faid on this Aibjedlr 
without trembling for themftlves ! Hear for* 
your fouls fake ; hear for etei nity's fake ; hear, * 
I befeech you, for Chrift's fake. O that the- 
Spirit of God may carry home the truth, and 
make it '* quick and powerful, fharper thafr a* 
** tvo*edgcd fword,V Heb. iv. {12. It is an* 
eafy thing for you now to difTemble the fins 
which men would punifh, and even to boaft of 
the fins which men muft tolerate; but hear and^ 
remember the two following paflages : Heb. iv« 
13. '* All things are naked, and opened unto* 
" the eyes of him with whom we have to do ;" 
and, Heb. x. 3U •* It is a fearful thing to fall^ 
^into the hands of the living God/' 

3. In the lajf place, If any Chriftian defitf s to 
keep his confcience tender and faithful, to have 
a deep growing and humbling fenfe of his own 
finfulnefs ; if he would bar the gate againll the 
entrance of pride, or banifh it after it has ob« 
Uined admiffion } if he defires to walk humbly 

and; 
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and watchfully, — let him live as in the prefence 
^f God, let him often fift himfelf at his awfiil 
tribunal. It is eafy to juilify ourfelves before 
men, who have fo little to require, and from whom 
ib much maybe concealed. The truth b, it is nc^ 
a great matter t(f be able to fet the world at de- 
fiance. But to look up to that God who iitteth 
upon the throne of his holineTs, is of infinitely 
greater moment, and of infinitely greater dif- 
ficulty. He trieth the reins and the heart. He 
abhorreth evil. You fee how Job defended 
himfelf againft the accufations of his friends, 
held faft his integrity, and would not let it go; 
but no fooner did God fpeak to him in the 
^reatneis of his power, than he ^onfefied his 
vilenefs, and laid his hind upon his mouth. Ih 
the fame manner, lie that would guard againft . 
the impofitions of a deceitful heart, that would 
not be abufed by flattering friends, or led aftray 
by a miftaken world ; that would rather walk in 
the path of penitence than fecurity ; let him 
live as in the prefence of God. And happy, 
happy they, who take confufion of face to 
themfclvcs now, and feek for mercy through the 
blood of the atonement, hi comparifon of thofe 
who juftify themfelves now, but fliall ftand at 
laft with unutterable confufion before thefu- 
yreme judge, ready to pronounce thje irrjeverfiblc 
iemenoe,. 

SIR. 



SERMON III. 
Hope of forgivenefs with God. 

Psalm cxxx. 4. 

Sut there is forgivenefi vjitb thee; that thou 
mayfi be feared. 

AFter coniidering our own mlferable aod 
guilty ftate, and how little any plea whidi 
we can offer wiD avail before the holinefs aod jn- 
Aice of Gk)d, it is proper to turn our eyes to bis 
mercy, as the only foundation of our hope and 
peace. This is of the utmoft neceffity to every 
penitent. When a fenfe of fin hath truly taken 
hold of the confcience, it is fo intolerable, that 
no man can continue long in that condition. 
When the waves and billows of divine wrath are 
going over him, he muft either faften upon 
fome ground of h,oft^ or fuffer ihipwreck upon 
the rocks of defpair. There are indeed^ alas 
that wc fhould be fo liable to delufion ! many ways 
of weakening the force of conviction, and ob- 
taining a temporary, imperfe£l:, or falfe peace. 
But the only fafe and ftable ground of hope is 
the divine mercy. And happy the {inner who 
obtains fuch difcoveries of its extent and effica- 
cy, as to make hini cleave to it with undivided 
affedtion, and reft upon it as the anchor of hb 
foul, from which he is rclblved never to depart. 

Believe 
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Bellcore itf Chriftlaosy the more the fianer 
looks mto bisTown ftate, the oiore real and tho- 
rough bis acquaintance with his own heart is, 
the more he finds, that not the lead ray of hope 
can arife from that quarter. This is precifely 
the import of the ptalmift'si declaration in this 
paOTa^e, taking the one branch of it in conneo* 
lion with the other ; as if he had (aid, When 
I confider how great and multiplied my tranf- 
greiSoAs have been, I muft ftand fpeechlefs, 
and without excufe, before thy holy tribunal, 
and juftify thee, although thou fliouldft con- 
demn me. But Lord, thou art a God of iix- 
finite mercy. This I fix upon as the founda- 
tion of my hope. I fee nothing in myfelf to 
plead. Thy law accufcs rac. My own cwi- 
^ience pafTes fentence upon me. I am notable 
to fupport the- view of thy juftice and holinefs. 
Whither can I fly, but to thy mercy ? Here I 
defireto.take refuge, and to my unfpeakable 
confolation there is forgivenefs with thee ; fo 
that thou mayft and oughteft to be feared. In 
difcourfing further on this fubjeft, which i in- 
tend to do in a manner entirely pradical, I pro- 
pofe, in a dependence on divine grace, to follow 
this method. 

1. I fhall give a brief view of the difcoveries 
which. God hath made of his mercy, as the 
foundation of the finner's hope ; or, in other 
words, fhow what reafon- we have to believe, 
that there is forgivenefs with him. 

2. I fliall point out the conneaion between 
the mercy of pod and his fcar~; or explain the 

Vol. I. E import 
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import of this expreffion, " There is forgivc- 
** nefs with thee, that thou mayft be feared.^ 

3. I fhall make foxne pradical improvement 
of the fubjeft, 

I, First, then, let us attempt to give'a brief view 
of the difcoveries which God hath made of his 
mercy, as the foundation of the finner's hope ; 
or, in other words, fliew what reafon we have 
to believe, that there is forgivenefs with him. 
For this purpofe I obferve, firft of all, that the 
patience and forbearance of God towards fin- 
ners, in the courfe of his providence, is the ef- 
feft of his mercy. Even this aflFords fome faint 
hope, that there may be forgivenefs with him. 
See the reafoning or the es^poftulation of Jonah 
on the refpite of the dcftruftion of Nineveh, 
Jonah iv. 2. '* And he prayed unto the Lord, 
** and faid, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this 
" my faying, when I was yet in my country ? 
" Therefore I fled before unto Tarfhifli : fori 
*' knew that thou art a* gracious God, and mer- 
*♦ cifiil, flow to anger, and of great kindnefa, and 
-** repenteft thee of the evil." The fentence be- 
ing fufpended, there is time given to apply for 
pardon, and fpace for the exercife of repentance, 
with a peradventure, or who can tell, whether 
he may not be gracious. We may add to this, 
his continual benignity and kindneis to all his 
creatures, not excepting the evif, the unthank- 
ful, and the unholy. The native tendency of 
both thefe is to lead the guilty to repentance, 
ds wc are told Rom. ii. 4. *' Or defpiftft thou 

'' the 
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<< the riches of his goodneis and forbearance, 
*< and long-fuffering, not knowing that the 
" goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance ? 
But though this ought to be mentioned, I am 
very fenfible, how infufficient it is of itfplf to 
give confolation to a wounded fpirit. Taking 
in the whole plan of providence, there are fo 
many tokens of our creator^s dirpleafure^fd much 
to be feen of the juftice and holinefs, as well as of 
the goodnefs of God, that it muft leave the fin* 
ner dill under a dreadful uncertainty in a mat- 
ter of fiich infinite concern. Torn by the fu- 
fpicion which is infeparable from guilt, he is 
full of rcMefs anxiety •, and knowing that he 
muft fhonly appear before God in an unembo- 
died Aate, he is often putting this queftion to 
himfelf. Wherewith fhall I come before the 
Lord? How fhall J be able to ftand in the 
judgement ? And therefore, 
. 2. God hath revealed himfelf in his word, 
as merciful and gracious, long-fufiering, and 
{low to anger. This was the great truth on which 
the finner's hope depended ever fince the apofta- 
fy of our firft parents. Never fince that time could 
any man produce his title to divine favour in his 
own obedience : and therefore the mercy of God 
early intimated in the firft promife, continued to 
make, if I may fpeak fo, the leading part of 
the divine charafter in all the difcoveries he 
made of himfelf. Thus, at the giving of the law," 
Exod. xxxiv. 5. 6. 7. ** And the Lord defcend- 
** ed in the cloudy and flood with him there, 
** and proclaimed the name of the Lord, And 
E 2 «' the 
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«» the Lord pafled by before Ehn, and ppo- 
" daimcd, The Lord» The Lord God^. merci* 
*^* full and gi*a<:iOQS, longfufering, and abua* 
'* da-nt in goodnefs and trudi*^ Keeping mer- 
" cy. for thou&nds) forgiving iniquity and 
** tranfgreflion and fin, and that will by no 
•* means clear th« guilty ; vifiting the iniquity 
, " of the fathers upon the children, and upon 
. " the childrens child* en, uata the third aad 
•* to the fbuf th generation." To the feme pur- 
pofe the pfklmift David, Pfal. ciii. a. «' The 
•* Lord is merciful and gracious, flow to an- 
" ger, and plenteons in mercy." Rear alfe the 
j)rophet Micah; Micah vii. 18. " Who is a 
•♦ God like unto thee, that pardoiieth iniqiiity ; 
** and pafieth by the tranfgreffion tit ^ rcm- 
" nant of his heritage ? He retainctfa not his 
•* anger for ever, becaufe he dclightcth in mcN 
« cy/' 

1 do not here ftay to confidcr what hints were 
given in the ancient difpenfation« of the atone- 
ment which was afterwards to be made by the 
incarnation of the Saviour. Donbilefs there 
t«*as fome refpeft to this in the very firft pro* 
ihife of the feed of the vjcman, and alfo in the 
promife to Abraham, that in his feed all nations 
of the earth fhould be blcffed. The feme thing 
was prefigured by the fecrificcs, and fliadowcd 
out by many different rites of the Mofeic oeco* 
xiOmy. It muft, however, be allowed, that thfe 
faithful in thofe ages few it only obfcurcly, and 
of copfequence undeiftood it very imperfeftly. 
But it was on the revealed mercy of Gcd, which 

they 
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ihef were obliged to feck in the way appointed 
by himielf^ that they placed their entire dependt> 
ence. 

I cannot help obferving to you, how very 
encouraging theafTurances of pardon are through 
many paflage* of the Old Teftament ; how ve- 
ry gracious the invitations to the finner, as if 
they had been contrived on purpofe to remove 
the jealoufy which the guilty are too apt to enter* 
lain; If. i. 18. " Come' now and let us reafon 
'^ together^ (aith the Lord : though your fins 
** be as fcarlet, they fhall he as white as fnow ; 
** though they be red like crimfon, they ihall 
•* be as wool.'* If. xliii. 25. ** I, even I am he 
*' that blotteth out thy tranfgreflions for mine 
** own fake, and will not remember thy fins.'* 
I£ xliv. 22. " I have Wotted out as a thick 
*' cloud, thy tranfgreiBons, and as a cloud, thy 
" fins : return unto mc, for I have redeemed 
** thee.** If. Iv. I. ** Ho, every one that 
•• thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and 
*• he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and 
" eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
** money, and without price." Is this the word 
of God ? Are thefe paflages \^tten for our 
benefit ? Is there any thing more plain, thaa 
that God is merciful and gracious ; nay that he 
delighteth in mercy ? How great encourage- 
ment is this to the exercife of repentance ? In/ 
this very view, indeed, it is urged by the pro- 
phet in the 6ih and 7th verfes of the laft cited 
chapter, ** Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
** found, call ye upon him while htj is near, 
E 3 '* Let 
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** Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un- 
•' righteous man his thoughts ; and let him re- 
*' turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
** upon himr, and to our God, for he will a- 
*' bundantly pardon.** 

I ftiall only add, that as the fcripture every 
where bears teftimony to the readinefs of God 
to pardon returning finners, fo there are alfo 
many paifagea in whkrh he declares his readinefs 
to pardon the failings which continue to deavc 
to his own people, and treat them with the ut- 
moft tendernefs and grace : Pfal, ciii. 13. "Like 
•* a father pitieth his children, fp the Lord pi- 
** tieth them thai fear him. ''^ If. xl. 11. **He 
•* fhall feed his flock like a fliepherd : he fliall 
** gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
*' them In his bofbm, and fliall gently lead thofc: 
*' that are with young.** Mai. Hi. 1 7.^ " And 
** they fhall be mine, faith the Lord of hofls, 
** in that day when I make up my jewels, and I 
** will fpare them as a man fpareth his own fon 
*« that ferveth him.'* 

3. But that notliing may be wanting for the 
complete illuflration of this truth, obferve, that 
it appears in tte clearefl manner, from the go- 
fpel of Chrift, that there is forgivenefs with 
God. In the fulncfsof time, Godfent his own 
fon in our nature, to be a viftim and facrifice 
for our offences^ to bear our fins in his owa 
body on the tree. In this aflonifhing event, in- 
deed, the love and mercy of God fliincs wiih 
the brighteft l^flre: John iii. r6. " God fo lo- 
** vcd the world, that he gave liis gnly bcgottea 

•*So% 
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*^ Son, that whofoever believeth ki him, fliould 
*♦ not pcrifh, but have cvcrlafting life/' la 
this great tranfa&ion, we hav6 not only an af* 
furance of obtaining, but fee the price paid for 
the purchaie of ovr pardon: i Pet. i. 18. ^ For 
** ye were not redeemed with corruptible things^ 
" as filver and gold, from your vain converfa- 
•• tion received by tradition firom your fathers J* 
Xnftead of finding the juftice of God ftand in 
the way of our recondliation add peace, juftice 
being fiilly £itisfied, feals the pardon, and adds 
to the comfort of the finner. In the infioite va^ 
lue of this atonement, we may fee the extent of 
the divine mercy. In the infinite power of this 
Saviour, we may fee the perfeA fecurity of thofb 
who put their truft in him. Salvation, in all it» 
parts, is ofiered to the chief of finners ; fo thar, 
as the apoftle cxpreffes it, Heb. vl. 18. *' That 
** by two immutable things, in which it was 
** impoffible for God to lie, we might have a 
^* ftrong confolation, who have fted for refuge 
^* to lay hold upon the hope let before us.'* 

II. I proceed now to the fecond thmg pro- 
pofed ; which was, to point out the conneAion 
between the mercy of <>od and his fear, or ex- 
plain the import of this exprefiion, ^< There is 
** for^venefs with thee that thou may ft be 
** feaied." The import of this exprelBon muft 
be a little different, as we underftand the word 
fear^ which is fometimes taken in a largery and 
fometimes in a more iitmted fenfe. Sometimes, 
as bdog fp eminent a part^ it is made ufe of ta 

figni<y 
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l^gail^ the whole of reKgion ; fomedmes it fig^ 
nifies that awe and veneration of the facred ma^ 
j^fty of God with whidb evcrjr one of his fer* 
▼ants ought to be habitually poflefled. I fliall 
briefly confider it in both thefe views, diere 
not being the leaft oppofidon between them, and 
both cztjtpag m them the moft important and 
fahxtary inftrufHom 

If we take the fear of God in the text to 
fignify the whole of that doty and obedience 
we owe to him^ then the coaneAion between 
forgiveneis with God and his being feared, zp- 
pears from thefe two confiderations. 

I. A diicovery of the mercy of God is ab- 
folutely necei&ry to his being loved and ferved 
by thcrfe who have once been fioncrs^^ Defpak 
of mercy drives the finner f ft>m God, prefents 
him only as the objeft of terror and avei^fion ; 
And, infiead of having the leaft influence in 
bringing us to obedience, con%ms the guihy in 
his rebellious oppofitaon to his maker. This ^ 
muft be manifeft to every hearer. There can 
be no religion at all, either in inclination or 
*peiformance, if there be no fDrgivencfe with 
God. How {hould any fo much as attempt 
what they believe to 1:^ an unprofitable labour f 

Thdugh this is a truth which nooc will deny, 
I am afraid it is a truth not fufficiently attended 
to, either in its certainty or influence. It tends 
gready to illuftrate the whole plan of falvation, 
by the riches of divine grace* or the free, un- 
merited, unfolieited, love of God. How much 
! does k add to the beauty and meaning of feve- 

ral 



rail paflkg^ of fcpipture ! as i JohA^iv, 10, 

^ Hereia b leve, AOt that we Ipv^d God, but, 

I '< tbac be loved u8> and fern his S<m to be tKr 

■ ^* pi^^i<iaiiidn for oar fias*" Roau v-. 8» << Bar 

^ God/comfnteddeth his love lowasds ^^ ii^chat 

I ^' while we were yet finoei^s, Chrift died for 

I *« ti8." And the loth verfe of the iame (i^hap^ 

I ter, •* If when we were enemies, we were* rccoa*' 

I '' died to G^d bf the death, of his Son ;; aowh' 

** more kein|g re<x>aciled, we fhall be (aved hf 

<* his life." Guik b o£ a fuipicious natme* It 

is even obferved^ in offisnces committed bf (Mie 

man againft another, that he who hath done 

the injury is alwaj^ hard^ft to bereconciledA 

The ^me thmg apffeai^s very plainly in. the dif^ 

poiitioa of finners towards God*. A gloomjp 

fear^ a def|^OB<i^ terror, greatly hindeos. their 

rtruto to kii» ;, nor can th^y ever take one jGkep 

tbwards hiisy till, by the- difplay of his mercyy 

this in&j^rable obftruAion is removed.. 

2. As a difcovery of the mercjr of God iSi 
abfolutely neceflary to our ferving him at all^ fat 
j it is perhaps of aU others the moft powerful 

motive to induce us to ferve him isi finceritf • 
Nothing whaHveY mere ill)iiftrates the divine 
! glory* It preients him as the proper objeA of 

worflup, of confidence, and of love. When a. 
finner is once burdened with a fenfe of guilt;^ 
fees the demerit of his traolgreffions, and feels. 
the luftiee of his own Sentence, what an incon- 
ceivable relief muft it ^ve him to.&e the di* 
vine mercy { ^nd how infinitely amiable naufk 
Xhk Go4 of mercy appear in his eyes \ Others 

may 
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may reafon at their eafe upon the fubje^, he is 
tranfported with unfpeakable joy od the pro- 
fpeA. His heart is immediately taken captive: 
he feels its conftraining power, and yields him- 
(blf willingly to every demand of duty and gra- 
titude. See, to this purpofe, the expreffions of 
the prophet Hofea, ch. xi. 4. " I drew them 
•• with cords of a man, with bands of love, 
'f and I was to them as they that take off the 
<* yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto 
'* them." The fame thing is every where in 
the New Teftament reprefented as the great 
commanding principle of obedience, 2 Cor. v. 
14. 1* For the love of Chrift conftraineth us, 
*' becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for 
" all, then were all dead/' i John iv* 1 6.^ 
*' And we have known and believed the love 
*< that God hath to us. God is love ; and he 
^ that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
" God in him." And verfe 19. of the fame 
chapter, " We love him, becaufe he firft loved 
** us." 

But further, even taking fear in a more limit- 
ed ienie, as fignifying a holy reverence and 
dread of the power and majefty of God, there 
being forgivenefs with him, is fo far from weak- 
ening, that it (Irengthens this fear ; and that on 
the two following accounts. 

I. The infinite obligations we lie under to 
divine mercy, muft ferve to ioiprove our fcnfc 
of the evil of fin, as committed againft fb good 
and fo gracious a God, and to increafe our ab- 

hot*rence 
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liorrence of it. The mercy of God to the* 
guilty, at the fame time that it brings unfpeak-^ 
able confolation, as delivering them from the 
wrath to come, ferves to humble them, by a 
view of their own unworthy and undutiful con- 
duct;. When an awakened convinced foul^ un^ 
der the apprehenfion of eternity approaching, 
begins to contemf^ate the mercy of God as the 
ground of forgivenefs, he immediately thinks 
upon this mercy, as having all along fpared 
him in the midft of his provocations. What 
a wonder of mercy is it, does he fay to him-* 
felf, that I was not immediately cut o£P in my 
wickednefs, at fuch a time, or at fuch a time^ 
«vhich now return full upon his memory ! He 
cannot eafily feparate the remembrance of paft 
crimes from the mercy that with-held immediate 
vengeance. And furely nothing will fcrve more 
to make the finner tremUe and ftand aftonifh*' 
ed at his own guilt, than reflection on that fot^ 
l^earance of a patient God, which . did not 
doom him to infbint and deferved deftruAion,- 
but fpared him to hear the glad tidings of 
peace. 

Thus the unfpeakable grace of GodJn the 
gofpel opens tlAC fprings of penitential forrow, 
and makes them flow more fweetly indeed, but 
more freely, and more coploufly, than before. 
You may obferve the ftrong pifture of peni- 
tence and love, which is drawn with inimitable 
beauty by the evangelift Luke, ch. tii* 37. 38, 
'* And behold, a woman in the city, which was 
'• a finner," when fhe knew that Jefus fat at 

*' meat 
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«^ meat in d]^^ Phariiieds houfe, brought aa aia* 
^ bafte)r4xa of oioitnieoty and ftood at his feet 
^* behind htm weeping, and began to .wafli fail 
** feet widi teassy and did wipe them with the 
'^* hairs of her head» and kifled his.feet, and.a*'^ 
*^ nointed ihem with the ointmeant/* Was it 
not in grace and mercy that the fufferiog Sa? 
viour looked upon Beter, which immediately 
confounded him ? Luke xxiL 6u 6z. ^^ And 
^* the Lord turned^ and looked upon Peter ; 
^* and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, 
^Vhow he had fatd unto him* Before the cock 
^ crow, thou ihalt deny me thrice. And Peter 
••• went'Out, aadwept bitterly." What is itclfe 
that is repreiented by the prophet as having & 
ftrosig an efiefbupon the beUever in producing 
penitential (brrow, but the love of our Redeemr 
er ? Zcch. xii. lo. ** And I will pour upon the 
^houfeof David, amd upon the inhabitants of 
•* Jerufiilem, the fpirit of grace and of ftipj^ca- 
^' tionsy and they ihall: look upon me whom 
^* they have piero»l, and they fhall mourn for 
** him, as one moumeth for his only foo, and 
^' fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is 
^ in bitternefs for his firft-born.'* 

2. Forgivenefs with God tends to increaie 
our fear and. reverence of him, from theuftan* 
ner in which, and the condition on which it is 
bcftowed. Every circumftance in this difpenfa" 
tion of divine mercy: is calculated to ab^fe the 
finner, aod leave him nothing whereof to glory 
before God. Forgivenefs is .always declared to 
Jbe an aft of fbvercjgn grace, Jf.. xljii, 25. *• I* 

" even 



^ cwea I ain lie diat Uoifeth one thy tranfgrefr 
<< fioas for mine onrn fake, and will not pemem* 
^ ber tby fins,* We arc many times cautioned 
againft knpoting to 'Oiirielves, or our own me* 
rit, what b merely the eSt{k of divine mercy. 
If the fcripcore is r«»l wkh care, ^ere will be 
obferred many paiTaiges fi^hich carFy<tkis inflruc« 
don in them, to beware trfitaking merit to our* 
felves from the divine goodnefs, orany^efieft 
or expreffion of k : Deut. ix. 4. 5. «' Speak not 
^ thou in-thine heart, after thaft the Lord thj 
** God hath caft them out from before thee, 
•* laying, For my rightcoufnefs the Lord hath 
•* brought me in to pofiHs this land : but -for 
**'the wickednefs of thefe nations the Lord dotH 
•* drive dicm out from before thee. Not for 
" thy rightepiifneffs, or for the uprightncfi of 
" thine heart, doft thou go to ^ffefs their 
•* land : but for the wickednefs of thefe nations 
** the Lord thy God doth drive them out from 
•* before thee, and that' he may perform the 
* word which the Lord fware unto thy fathers, 
•« Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob." Ezek xxxvi. 
21. 22. •* But I had pity for mine holy name» 
*• which the houfe of Ifiael had profaned among 
•• the heathen, whither they went. Therefore Fay 
«« unto the houfe of Iffacl; Thus faith the Lord 
" God, I do not this for your fakes, O houfe 
«* of Ifrael, but for mine holy name's fake, which 
** ye have profaned among the heathen, whither 
•• ye went," 

It is probably alfo with this view, if we may 
prefume to -offer an opinion on fo deep a fub- 

VouL * F jeft, 
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ItSky that the obje£tft of fpedal mercy are foine^ 
times chofen from among the moft crixmoal^ 
even the chief of finner& Does not this for* 
hidf in the ftrongeft terms » every man to har- 
bour the leaft thought, as if by his own righ- 
teouTneft* Bf bciQg comparatively lefs wicked 
than others, be had been intkled to the divine 

fevour : Rom. ix. !$• 18. •* For he faith ( 

** to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom I will 
'* have mercy, and I will have compaffioa on 
<' whom I will hiitye ^mpaflion. So the;» it is 
«< not of him that will^th^ nor of hiin that rmv 
'<neth, but of God that fliew£th mercy. For 
M the fcriptnre faith unto Pharaoh, Even for 
^< this fame purpofe have I raifed thee up, that 
*< I might ihcw my power in thee, and that my 
'' name might he declared throughout all the 
*' earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
<< he will have m^cy, and whom he will he 
'• hardeneth.'* 

But the circumftance on which we are called 
chiefly to fix our attentioi^ is, that fwgivenefr 
is bcftowcd only through the blood of Chrift. 
It is freely and gracioufly bcftowcd upon the 
finner, but was dearly and hardly purchafed by 
the furety. This is no new or wnufual fubjeft 
in this congregation. But Oh ! my brethren, 
that we could in feme meafure apprehend its. 
infinite importance. Think, I befeech you', on 
the holinefs and juftice of God, as ihey fliine 
in the fufierings and crofs of Chrift ; that a 
righteous God required full fatbfaftion for fin ; 
jthat " the Lord laid on him the ini^juitics of us 

" all; 
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••an;"* that *< it pleaied the Lord to bruife him, 
^ aod to pot him to grief.'* Are not the ma- 
jeftf and parity of God £bt forth in this tranf^ 
a£tion, in the raoft dear and legible* nay in the 
moft awful and terriUe* chara^ers? for they 
are written in bkxxl. Is the Lord to be prai*' 
ied for his mercy? and is he not alio to be 
feared for his juftice? May we not, or radier 
muft we not, fay, ** If fuch things were done in 
" the green tree, what ihall be done in the 
«» dry ? ** If God &w tt neceflary to lay fueh a 
load of wrath opon the Holy Obe, when ftand-^ 
ing in the room of finners, what Ihall be the 
condidott of the impenitent tranfgreflbrs, who 
fliall lie nnder it for ever I We may well adopt 
fhe words of Mofes to the children of Ifracl, 
Deut. xxviii. 58* 59. " If thou wilt not obferve 
*' to do all the words of this law that are writ* 
^ ten in thb book, that thou mayft fear this 
•• glorious and fearful naime, THE LORD 
•*THY GOD; then die Lord will make 
<*thy pbgues wonderful, and the plagues of 
♦* thy feed, even great plagues, and of long 
** continuance, and fore ficknc£es, and of long 
*• continuance/" 

Do you not now, my Brethren, fee much 
propriety* as well as inftruAion, in this language, 
*' But there is fbrgivenefi with thee, that thou 
•• mayft be feared ?• The expreffion indeed is 
not fingular in the holy fcripture, even in the 
fenfe now iUuftrated. It is certainly on the fame 
ful]je£t the pfalmift b ipeaking, when he fays, 
P£ xl» ill. *' And he hath put a new fong in my 
Fa *• mouthy 
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*^ mouthy even prufe uoto our God t maiij 
^* {haXX fee it, and fear» and ikall truft in the 
** Lord,*' As alfo the prophet Hofea, ch. iii. j, 
^ Afterward ihali the chikteen of I&ael return, 
^ and feek the Lord^ their God» and David 
" their king, and ihall fear the Ldrd,, aad hia 
^ goodneis ia the latter days.** 

III. I proceed now to make fome pradical 
improvement of what hath been iaid. And, 

I. From vjrlvu'hath been &id, fpumay leariv 
tliat none cap: uaderftand, embrace, or efieeia 
the merty of God, but thofewho are convinced 
of their fin and mifery. Mercy can be of be« 
nefit only to the gjailty ^ mercy can be beftowed 
only on the guilty; and therefore all that can 
be (aid in Uluftratioa of the divine mercy, all that 
can be faid in commendauon of the divine mes* 
cy, will be efteemed as idle tales by thofe who d» 
sot know themfelves to be guiky* Hence the 
negligence and inconcern with which the gofpel 
is received. Very many of thofe to whom it ia 
addrefied are infenfible of their danger. The 
employments of the work! ingrofs their lime ; the 
enjoyments of the world pofTeis their affec- 
tions : an eternal unchangeable ftate is iuppofed 
at too great a diftance to require their attention* 
I befeech you, my brethren, to confider, that 
the time of your trial is wafting apace. Let 
the commencement of another feafon * put you 
in mind of its fpeedy pafiage^ and perfuade you 
to look forward to the day of death or jadge- 

* Piescbed at tbt b^nniog of tfis y«ar. 

men^ 
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mcQt, whcQall ofibrs of mercj^ and e^^orta* 
tions to repiP0taQ€e» iball ceafe, and wheoj^ 
l^ugh there maj be forgiveoeis witk God to alt 
die proper obje^ of it iq his extenfive domU 
SLioOi ^et there (hall be no forgiveness for you» 

2* From what hath been faid you may ob-; - 
ferve, {that the publication of divine mercy, that 
the illaftratioo of the riches of divine grace in. 
^ gofpel, hath not the leaft tendency to lefleo 
waar fenie of the evil of &a, or the oblig^ioa 
we lie under ta obedience ^ on the contrary, it 
fisrves greatly to imppove both the one and the 
other. Wheu we endeavour to bring conibla*- 
tion to the broken ia heart ; whea we fet before 
^lem the tender mereies of our God, and the 
if^Rmtfi compaffion of the Saviour ; when we 
prefs them to hearken to jthe invitations of the 
gofpel ; when we encourage them ta reft their 
i^vation upon it, and to be at peace ; this onl^ 
lerves to excite their indlgpatioa agamft fin, and 
perfuade them to fly from it, to bring them to 
the obedience of children,, and ihed abroad the 
Ipve of God in xbtk hearts. 

3. From what ha^ been faid, you may 
fee the difierence between a real and Icriptu* 
rd difcovery of fbrgivenefs with God, and 
ihat carelefi feeurity whidi ariles from a pre* 
iiunptuous reliance on hb general mercy. The 
ene prevents convidioD, the other produces it.. 
The general and commoo'plea of God'is mercy^ 
kcep$ the finqer at eaie as be is; but a realanc^ 
icriptural difcovery of forgivcnels with Gk>d^ 
heals the brok^ea in hearty and at the fame time ' 
F 3 mcreafes 
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increafes their fenfe of the evit of fin^ and their 
abhorrence of every approach to it. 

Prefumption, and fuch views of God's mcr" 
cy as are taken by the fecure^ arilc entirely fi-om 
the extenuation of fin. The language of their 
hearts is, * Surely this is not (o great a matter, 

* but God's mercy will forgive it.*^ If you will 
cither ferioufly examine yourfelvcs, or obfervc, 
with fome attenrion, the dtfcourfc of carelcfir 
worldly pcrf(Mis> you will perceive this very 
clearly. They comfort thcmfeFves wkh the 
thoughts ef their- little comparative guilt, ra« 
ther than of the certahKy and greatnefi of di* 
vine mercy. * I may perhaps/ fays one of them, 

* have been guilty of fuch or fuch fins ; but I 
•" am fure Ijievcp did fo of fo,' or perhaj^ as= 
fome others who immediately occur to their 
minds as greater finners than themfelves. I 
cannot he^ mentioning to you the laying of 2 
prince ef our own country, towards the cloie 
of Ijfe, who had bcenr a remarkable libertine ia 
his younger years r « I cannot think/ fays he •.^ 

* that God will be (b hard as to damn a man 

* for taking a little pleaAive out of the common 

* road.* 

In oppofition to this^ the true penitent fees 
more than ever his kiexcufable guilt as a finner» 
but hopes for forgivenefs from God, as the ef^ 
fe£l of his own infinite grace, and the accom* 
plifhment of his promife in the gofpel. He 
gives the whole glory of it to him; and ne* 

• K> Cl^arlei II. to BUhop Baraet. 



Set. J. JTope tfforgivintfs wiJS G$Ji 6f 

Ter chinks of diminifhing the luftre of liiis 
tranfccDdcBt mercy, by covering or extenuating 
the ofience. Hence fecure perfoas-are eafily fa- 
tisfiedy while true penitents make fupplicatioA 
with jftrong crying and* tears. They are often 
reconfidering the^promife, and frcqiiently^qne** 
ftioning the* ground on which their dependence* 
has btien placed. Hence alfcxiecureperfons feek 
cafe to themfelves from die remonftrances of 
confcience, by ftiflmg conviftbn, and offering 
excufes ; but true penitents, h^ giving full force 
to the accufation^ and pleading the benefit of 
the remifl&jn. To fey dl in a word, the one 
ftruggles hard to be found innocent^ the other 
to obtaio mercy. - 

4. From what hath been laid', you may fee^ 
of how much moment it is to the Chriflian to^ 
keep clear views of the mercy of God, as well 
as of hts own intereA in it. The moment he 
loies the comfortable fenfe of peace with God, 
his chariot-wheels are troubled^ and he drivel 
heavily» It makes his duty burdenfbme, and 
his trials mfupportable. And^do wonder, fince 
he is not ib far left of God as to return to the 
fecurity of finners ;. and at the fame time the 
fource of his inward confolatlon is like a fpring 
Jbuf up% and a fountain feakd. For what end 
are the promifes of God contained in fcrlpture ? 
why arc they put into your hands T why arc 
they repeated in your cars ? Why, but for 
prefcrving you in that peace which the world 
cannot give, and which, bleffed be God, it can- 
not take away. Hear what your Saviour fayr> 

Joba 



Jphn wi-. J3 " Ttefe dbiog; I have fpokcn ua-? 
" to you, J^t ip mp yc might have peace. la 
** th^ vorld ycj (b^U j^iaye tribul^^ioo : but Xs^ 
«* of good €}i^n J hayjc Qfvercpipc the world.** 
5^ la the laft place* Yqu may fee fropi what 
hath hew fald* in what way you may a>oft ef- 
feftually, *nd moft ccrtaioljr, prcfcrye your pca«c 
with Gpd» viz. % the freq^nt excrcifc of pe- 
aitepce and confeiSoa. This will (hew you the 
qcccffity of forgivenefs frori^ God* This will 
couftraio you daily to feek for forgivenefs from 
Qod. Beware of feeking or preferving peace ^ 
by the cxt^QuatioQ of Gn^ or by ftifllng con^ 
vitSlbiop. This may well lea^ you ,to figth and fe» 
curity for a feafon, which lays the fouodj^ioa 
of the bitterjcft repeauace of all f t^t w^ ne¥er 
giye you thie comfort of Gk>d'$ childrei^ He 
Aat diutteth h^ eyes upon hi^ owo fins, {hall 
never fee the gjory of divme mercf • Serious^ 
IPoiuntar;, d^iberate bumiJBatioQ, is the truer 
yf9y of pipi;q^tjng.^h that fteadiaefs in duty^ 
f ud that peace with God| which ough^ to be 
the Chriftian'is fupreoie deilre.^ Whateyer de^ 
^oys felf -rfu^ciencj promotes the growth of 
Irue piety. The gpfpel i3 parucularly direfted 
to thpft thW fee their ueceffity. It brags com- 
fort to the mourner^ help to the miferable^ and. 
mercy to the guilty. It is a great mifiake to 
fhipkit that the contrition ^ud penitence of the 
children of God is hurtful to their eomfbrt, 
for it |s the very foundation of it \ according to 
that refrefiiing promife, with which I ihall con- 
dude. If. heu iT. X> 3.- " The fpirit of the Lord 

^ God 
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" God is upon nxc, becaufe the Lord hath a* 
•* nointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
** meek> he hath feot me xp bind up the broken- 
•« hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captivet* 
*• and the opening of the prifon to them that 
** are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
<< the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
** God, to comfort all that mourn : to appoint 
«* unto them that mourn m Zbn, to give unto 
•*.tbem beauty for aih^s, the oil of joy for 
** mourning, the garment; of praife for the fpirk 
'« of Keavinefi, that they might be calTed tr^es 
'< of righteoufnefi, the plantmg of the Lord» 
«« that he ought bt ^torificd.'* 
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SERMON IV. 
Tbe nature of Fs^di* 



1 JOHM HI* a> 

Jndthis is his cpmmanihientt That ws Jbouli hc^ 
Bevim the mmcrf his San Jejus Chrift. 

JKnOa v#i tmntk 

WE propofe, in a litde, to dniw n«er c# 
God in the moft fokmn z& of Chri* 
ftian worlhip. With what humble iblicitude 
ought we to inquire, whether we are truly in- 
titled to this great privilege, or may hope for 
acceptance in this important duty. It is the 
moft explicit, and the moft public profeffion we 
can make of faith in the Redeemer's blood; 
and therefore none can do it in a proper man- 
ner but thofe who have indeed believed in the 
Redeemer's name. 

Faith in Chrift is the great foundation of our 
peace with God. It is the great principle o£ 
our fanftification* It is the great diftindtion 
between the heirs of glory and the heirs of hell: 
** For h^ that believeth, and is baptized, fhall 
** be faved ; but he that believeth not, fhaQ be 
.*< damned." And therefore no fubjedt can be of 

more 



more importance in general^ or knore (uked to 
our prefent cmfdoymcnr^ than what is prefent* 
cd to us in the words of the text : This is his 
<ommandmentp That wejbeuld believe an the name 
ef his Son Jefus Chrift. 

In the context, the apoftle is fpeaking of the 
Chrjfiian's confidence or perfuafion of his rela- 
tion to Gody ver. 20. 2i« 22. *^ For if our 
'* heart ccmdemn us, God is greater than our 
** hesfft, and knowcth sdl things. Beloved, if 
^ our heart condemn us not, then have we 
^ confidence towards GkxL And whatfoever 
** we aik» we receive of lum ; becauie we keep 
^ his commandments^ and do thofe things diat 
*< are pleafing in his fight** 

Having thus mentioned the commandments 
he points out in the words now read, the great 
commandmefMs of the goTpd, in their order^ 
And this is his commandment^ That vte Jbould he^ 
Ueve on the name ef his Son Jefus Chrift^ and hve ' 
one another 9 as he gave us commandment* My pur* 
poie at this time is^ to confine myielf to the firft 
of thefe ; and open, in as comprchenfive and 
practical a manner as I am able, what it is to he* 
Seve on the name of Jefus Chrift the Son ef Codi 
and having done fo, to make fome practical im* 
provement of tl^ fubjeA ; particularly, by 
prefiing every hearer, in the moft earneft man- 
I3ier, to obey ^Ut&^cmmandment of God 

I. In the frft place, then, i am to explain 
^what it is to believe on the name of Jefus Chrift 
the Son of God* Many have been the coptro- 

verfies 
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ytoAes ralfed and ajgitated on lUs fobjeft^ moSt 
-of them iiopTofiiable, and fome of them vtxf 
hxxnhAy as tending to difquict and perplex tbe 
winds of ferious perfons, and fomethnei erea 
to furnifli an objection to the enemies of the 
IjOifpel. i fhaH therefoiK avoid every thing of 
diis kindy as in general «ndefiiabie, and tt thh 
time highly mifeafonalde ; and lendeavour to la]^ 
it down in fuch a manner as I hope may be nn« 
derftood by the meaneft real Chriftiaa, and may 
afford to every exercifed finil i&ward confola« 
tion, and ipeace with God« 

for this puBpofe, I hope ItwHl he iti£kiedt 
toobierv^ that fidth may be confidered in cwo 
views; its objeA, and its aftinigs : ift, TTteelfeii 
tf/aiti; that is to fay, tthe truths to be belie- 
ved : adly, The nBir^ cf faith \ or what it is 
to beUrvc dieie to the faving of the fbuL As 
to the objeA: of faithy it is thus exprefled in our 
text, ThU is bis ecmm^dment, \Tiat we JbotM 
imUeve m tbeiuanerfbis &m Jefus Chrift. Chri/i 
JsfiiS'^ 4he Savitxur^ then, is 'the objcd): of faith. 
This, in its full extent, includes every thing 
that is revealed in the holy fcriptures, with re- 
ift&. to his perfon, chara&er, and work. It 
may indeed be faid to include the whole reveal- 
ed will of God ; becaufe every part of this will 
has a more remove or immediate reference to 
him. Chrift Jtfus is '* the^^^ha and Omega, 
«< the fiift and the laft, the beginning and the 
« ending, ** of the will of €od as reveale4 for 
our falvation. But 2& every thing elie was 
only introduAory and preparatoiy to his atone* 

mcnt. 
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ment, orconfeqnent upon it, I fhall chiefly di- 
reft your attaition to him as a (aviour from 
guilt and poUutxcm. This the name of Jefus 
immediately imports : Matth. i. 21. ** And thou 
-*• fliak call his name Jefus : for he fhall favc 
** his people from their fins.'* In this view, I 
xbink the objeft of faith may be fugimed up in 
the following particulars : 

.1 . That we are, by nature, in a ftate of fin, alie- 
nated in heart from God, tranfgrcflbrs of his law, 
and liable to his wrath. If this were not the cafe, 
z/aviour would not be neceffary ; /alvathn would 
be a word without force, and even without mean- 
ing. It is accordingly found in experience, that till 
there be a convidlion of this truth upon the 
confcience, the tidings of a faviour are always 
treated with ncgled or difdain. Nothing can 
beftronger than the language of fcripture on 
this fubjeft in many paflages; particularly, Matth. 
xviii. 1 1 . « For the Son of man is come to fave 
" that which was loft." Luke v. 31. 32, 
*' And Jefus anfwering, faid unto them, They 
« that are whole, need not a phyfician ; but 
•* they that are lick. I came not to caU the 
** righteous, but finners to repentance." I fliall 
alforead to you the account of our natural 
ftate, and the end of Chrift's coming, given by 

the apoftle Paul, Eph. ii. i j. « ^^d 

** you hath he quickened who were dead in tref- 
*• paffes and fins, wherein m time paft ye 
-* walked according to the courfe of this world 
-' according to the prince of the power of the 
^' air, the fpirit thai now worketh in the children 
**; of difobedience. Among whom alfo we aU 
G ^ had 
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*^ had our converfation ia titnes paft« in the 
<< lufls of our flefh, fulfilling the defires of the 
'' flefli, and of the mind ; and were br nature 
'* the children of wrath, even as others. But 
** God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
<* wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
** dead in iins hath quickned us together with 
" Chrift, (by grace ye are favc;d)." I forbear 
to mention the proof of this from the hidory 
of the wprld, from the marks of God's difpiea- 
fure againft fin in the CQurie of providence, and 
from the tefirimony of confcience, as I have 
illuftrated them at confiderable length in other 
difcourfes. Let it fuffice at prefent to fay, that 
the fird truth wjiich is the objeA of faith, is 
the guilt and mifery of our nature. 

2. The next part of the objeft of faith is^ 
Irhat there is no way of recovery from this ftatc 
but by Chrift: Adts iv. 12. " Neither is there 
** falvation in any other : for there is none o- 
*' ther name under heaven given among men 
** whereby we muft be faved." If there were 
any other, it would not be the command of God 
that we fhould believe in the name of his Son 
Jefus Chrift. After men are in feme meafure 
ienfible that »they are guilty, it is often diiEcult 
to convince them that they are helplefs. There 
is fomething fo mortifying in this confideratidn, 
and fo humbling to our pride, that it is with 
great unwillingnefs we yield to it. Nay, after 
we have feemed to confefs it, we are often 
ready to retraft it. The finner has always a 
pronenefs to feek fome refource in himfelf. 

Heocc 
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Hence the difpofition to extenuate his guilty 
and if he cannot plead abfolutc, to place fome 
dependence upon comparative innocence. Hence 
the difpofition to magnify human merit, as if, 
by the vaiue of fome good deeds, we could ba- 
lance or cancel the guilt of our difobedience^ 
Hence^ the endlefs variety of human inventions, 
of coftly facrifices and voluntary penance : Mi- 
cah vi. 6. 7. " Wherewith fhall I come before 
" the Lord, and bow myfelf before the high 
♦* God ? fhall I come before him with bui nt- 
** ofFeringSr with calves of a year old ? Will 
** the Lord be pleafed with rhoufands of rams, 
*« or with ten thoufands of rivers of oil ? (halt 
•* I give my firft-born for my tranfgreffion, the 
«* fruit of my body for the iin of my foul?*' 
The truth is, till the finner is ftripped of every 
plea, and found to be without excufe, he will 
ftill refufe to be indebted to the grace of his Re- 
deemer. But hear ye the Spirit of God, ReVr 
iii. 17. 18, " Becaufe thou fayeft, I am rich, 
** and increafcd with goods, and have need of 
** nothing ; and knoweft not that thou art 
♦♦ wretched, and miferable, and poor, and 
*< blind, and naked. I counfel thee to buy of 
" me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be 
•* rich ; and white raiment, that tliou mayeft 
" be clothed, and that the fhame of thy naked- 
«* nefs do not appear; and anoint thine eye» 
♦* with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee." 

3. This leads me to the third part of the 

object of faith, viz» That the pardoaof fin,. 

and peace with an offended God, is freely offer- 

G z ed 
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cAto the chief of fihncrs through Chrift, The 
two preceding truths are preparatory to this^ 
and ferve to point out its neceffity and monaent. 
This is the gracious mefiage which was brought 
into the world by the gofpel; and from which, 
it derives ks name, importing glad tidings. 
What we are particularly to attend to here is, ( i .) 
that Chrift Jcfus was fubftituted in the room of 
fianers, and fuffered, the juft for the unjuft^ 
that he might bring us to God ; that the holi- 
nefs and juftice of God required an expiation of 
iSn, which was made by this immaculate viAim : 
If. liiL 5. 6. ** But he was wounded for our^ 
<* tranfgrefGons, he was bruifed for our iniqui- 
'* ties : th<s chaftifement of our peace was upoxk^ 
^ him, and whh his firipes we are healed. All 
*^ we like fheep have gone aftray: we have* 
** turned every one to his own way, and the 
^< ]U)r4 hath laid oa hioi the iniquity of nft all.*^ 
Rom. iii. 25. '' Whom God hath £bt forth ta 
^' be a propitiation, through faith in his bloody. 
*' to declare hb righteoufneis for the remifiioa 
*^ of fins that are pad, through the forbear- 
^ ance of God." (2.) Another thing alft) to be 
obferved, is the conftitution of the fufierer's 
perfon. It was no lefs than the eternal and only 
begotten Sod of God. This is a circumftance 
of the utmoft moment, and on which the great- 
eft ftrefs is manifeftly laid in fcripture. It is ia- 
cludcd in the worA of the text : «• This is his 
** commandment, That we ibouhi believe oa 
" the name of his fon Jefus Chrift." It is alio 
conftantly found in the early Confefiions of 
Taitb ; John i. 49. *' Nathaxiicl anfwered and 
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'* faid unto him, Rabbi» thou art the Son of 
•* God, thou art the King of Ifrael." Matth^ 
xvi. 16. *^ And Simon Peter anfwered and faid» 
" Thou art Chrift, the Son of the living God.'^ 
Afts viii. 37. " And Philip faid,. If thou be* 
" iieveft with all thine heart, thou mayeft» And 
** he anfwered and faid, I believe ^at Jefiif^ 
'« Chrift IS the Son of God." Unlefs thb is at*- 
tended to, we (hall neither be fiifficiently fen* 
fible of the evil of fin, which required fuch am: 
atonement,, nor of the love of God which pro- 
vided it, nor of the power of the Saviour to» 
execute It ; nor can we have fuch encourage- 
ment ta put our truft in it. 

From thcfe two circumftances you may be di- 
FcAed to contemplate the leading and principar 
objcifl; of faith, viz^ tj&e only begotten Son of 
God dying in our room, and purchafing our 
pardon. Jelus, the mediator of the new cove- 
nant, having finiihed his work, invitee weary 
and heavy-laden finners to come unto him ; and 
afliires them, that the higheft demands of the 
law are anfwered, that their debt is fully paid,, 
and nothing is now to be laid to their charge : 
Rom. viii» 33. 34. ** Who fhall lay any thing 
«* to the charge of God*s eleft ?• It is Gk)d that 
•* juftifieth : Who is he that'condemneth ? It is: 
•* Chrift that died^ yea rather, that is rifen a- 
*' gain, who is even at the right hand of God^ 
'*' who alfo maketh interceiHon for us." Rev^ 
xxii. 17. ** And the Spirit and the bride fay,. 
•< Come. And let him that heareth, fay, Come. . 
*^ And kt him that is athirft, come i and who- 
G J' ** foever 
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** foever will, let him take the water of life frcc- 

4. la the laft place. The objcft of faith i» 
the power of Chrift to renew our natures, to de- 
liver us from the bondage of corruption, and 
bring us into the glorious liberty of God's chil- 
dren. We muft never feparate the Redeemer's 
merk and his power. Coavi4H:ion is imperfe£lE 
unle& we fee our flavery,. as well as mifery, and 
unfeignedly deQre deliverance from both. Neither 
do we properly apprehend the extent of Chrift's 
undertaking, unlefs we view him exalted as a 
prince and a. faviour to give repentance to Ifrael, 
and remiffion of fins. There are two. things e- 
qually eilential to thegofpel upon this particular. 
( I .) The neceffity of being fan£Ufied. Salvation 
in fin is not promifed; falvation or happinefs in 
fin is not pofiible ; and therefore all who hope 
for falvation through Chrift, muft be renewed in 
liie fpirit of their miads. Thenceforth they 
muft not ferve fin : 2 Cor. v. 17. *' If any man 
•* be in Chrift, he is a new creature : old things 
*• arepafled away, behold, all things are become 
** new." If the wrath of God is revealed againft 
all ungodltncfs of men, it muft ftill abide on the 
children of difobedience. (2.) The other thing 
to be obfervcd is, that the fanftification of the 
believer is the purchafe of Chrift's blood, and 
the work of his Spirit. This is plain through 
the whole of ^he fcriptures both of the OW 
Tcftament and the New: Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
26. 27. " Then will I fprinkle clean water up- 
** on you, and ye fhall be clean : from all your 

^' filtliinefs^ 
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*^ filtfaiaefi^and £rom.all your idols will I cleanfe 
'^ you. A new heart alfo will I give youy and 
" a new fpirit will I put within you, and I will 
** take away the ftony heart out of your flefh^ 
'* and I will give you an heart of fleih; And I 
will put my Spirit within you> and caufe you 
*^ to- walk in my ftatutes, and ye ihall keep my 
** judgments,, and do- them," John xv. 4. 5, 
'* Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
** cannot bear fruit- of itfelf, except it abide in 
*^ the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
*^ me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
*^ he that abideth in me, and I in him,, the fame 
" bringeth forth much fruit : for without mo 
'*■ ye can do nothing." Nothing can be ftrong- 
er than the language ufed on this fubjeA t '^ His 
^* grace is fufficientforus; his firength is made 
" perfeft in w^aknefs." " By the grace of 
** God," fays the Apoftle, " 1 am what I am." 
And again, '' Not I, but the grace of God 
*' which was with me." Nay, he is (aid '* to 
^' work in us both to will and to do of his good 
*' pleafure." All this ihows, that there is no 
room left for the iinner to glory ; but that the 
whole of his lofs by the fall, both his mte- 
grity and his happinefs, may be recovered, and 
can only be recovered, through Chi ift.. This is 
the fum of evangelical truth, this is the fourcc 

of evangelical hplinefs i Gal. ii. 16. 2a. 

<' Knowing that a man is not juftified by the 
" works of the law, but by the faith of Jefus 
<* Chrift, even we have believed in Jefus Chrift; 
«* that we might be juftified by the faith of 

^< Chrift, 
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** Chrift, and not by the works of the law : for 
** by the works of the law fliall no flefli be jufti- 
*« fied. But if while we feek to be juftificd by 
«* Chrift, we ourfelvcs alfo are found finners, is- 
^ therefore Chrift the minifter of fia ? God> 
** forbid. For if I build again the things whrch 
'*- I deftroyed, I make myfclf a trahrgrefibr. 
^ For I through the law am dead to the law,. 
^ that I might live unto God. lam crucified^ 
**- with Chrift : nevcrthclefs I live ; y^t not I, 
*♦ but Chrift livcih in me :- and the life which I 
**- no^ live in the flefh^ I live by die faith of the 
*< Son of God, who loved me, and gave him* 
•* fclfforme." 

I proceed now, in the fecond place, to* 
confider the actings of faith, or what is implied 
hi believing thefe truths to the faving of tlie 
iouL And I cannot help obferving to youvlhat^ 
it is but in compliance with common cuftom, or 
at leaft with the prefent ftate of things, that I 
iiy much upon this part of the fubjeft. I am 
perfuaded it is of much more confequence, and 
much more proper, to dire£l yx>u to the objeft of 
feith in God's revealed will, to explain it in all 
ks extent, and to prefs ic with all the evidence 
that attends it, than to examine curioufly into, 
and diftingui& nicely upon the nature of faith,, 
as it is an aft of the human mind. I do not 
find, that the fcripture fays much upon the a6l 
of believing ; but it is in a manner wholly em- 
ployed in telling us vjhat we ought to believe, both 
with regard to our apoftafy and recovery. We 
do indeed read ia fcripture of believing with all 

the 
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the heart. We read alio of a temponuy faith 
in the ftony-ground hearers ; and of the (bength 
and weakneis of faith. But all this feems, at 
kaft chiefly, to relate to die firmnefs or uncer- 
tainty of our perfuafion of, or aflcnt to the 
(ruths which are addreflbd to us in the name oF 
God, The fimpleft Tieir of &ith feems to be 
receiviog '' the record which Gk>d hath givea 
** us of his Son.'* AgreeaWy to this, the re- 
▼erfe of faith in fcripture is doubting : Matth,. 
xiv. 31. " O thou of little fwth, wherefore didft 
" thou doubt?'* Matth. XXI. ii. '* Jefus an- 
«* fwered and (aid unto them. Verily I fay un- 
^ to you. If ye have faith and doubt not, ye 
** ihall not only do this which is done to the 
** fig-tree, but alfo, if ye fliaU fay unto this; 
" mountain^ Be thou removed, and be thott 
**■ caft ioto the fea ; it fhall be done.** 

But, my brethren, fince there have been que^ 
ftioDs upon this fubje£l, and fince it is certain 
from experience that there is a deceitfulnefs itk 
the human heart, and a fuppoied &ith, which 
yet is vain and fruitleis, I ihali obferve, that the 
actings of faith may be refolved into the three 
fi>llowing particulars, or that the faith of God's. 
eleA will difcover itfclf by the three following 
cffcas. 

I. A firm aflent of the underftanding ta 
what is revealed of Chrift in fcripture ;. particu- 
larly ^& funuaed up in the preceding part of this, 
difcourfe : That you believe the loft and helplefs 
flate of man by nature and pradice : That Chrift 
iff abk to fare to the uttermoft; and that he 
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bath made eflfeftual provifion, both for expia- 
ting your guilt and purifying your hearts. Per- 
haps you will think this is ea(y, and be ready to 
iay» that you have from your youth given, and 
that you do at this moment give, entire credit- 
to the whole. But, my brethren, there is* 
more here than you are aware of: there is a^ 
great difference between a common and tradi- 
tionary belief, which was never tried, and that" 
inward and perfonal convi£tion wl^ich dwells- 
in the heart, and therefore will govern the life* 
If any man believe, that all the pofterity of A- 
dam are in a ftate of guilt and mifcry, one 
would think it unavoidable that he muft per- 
ceive his own danger as a part of the whole ^ 
and yet I am perfuaded, it is ufually a perfonal- 
convi£tioa of guilt and danger by the law upon- 
the confcience that firft opens the iinner's eyes' 
upon the general truth ; and then his own inr 
tereft makes it bulk in his appreheniion, and 
raifes in him an earnefl folicitude, both to exa- 
mine into the caufe of the difeafe,. and to aik. 
after the method of cure. 

There is another way of confidering the aP 
£ent of the underfVanding to divine truth. The 
tedimony of faith is oppofed to the teftimony 
of fenfe. Faith tells us, that our only happl- 
nefs is in the favour of God, and that this can 
only be obtained through Chrift ; that eternity 
is coming on ; and that there is no time to be 
loft. Senfe, on the other hand, tells us, that 
the world is good, that its delights are pleafant, 
add that our comfort is here; not forgetting ta 

reprefent 
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■eprefent the fervice of God as a burden and 
drudgery. , In the mean time, the corrupt 
jprinciple within, aflents to the delufion, and 
affifts in blinding the mind; adding, that 
whatever may be in religion, the danger may 
be warded off by a late xepentance. It is not 
enough then to give a cold and general affent 
to the truths of religion when they are not 
contradicted, but to believe the teftimony of 
faith, in pppofition to the fu|;geftions of fenfe ; 
pr, in other words, tp walk by faithy and not by 
fight. That this may be brought to the teft, I 
obfcrve, 

2. That faith implies the confent and appro* 
bation of the heart to every truth with regard to 
Chrift's perfon and charafter, and lalvation thro* 
his blood. To every believer, the plan of redemp- 
tion by the Mediator of the new covenant, appears 
not only true, but wife, reafonable, gracious, 
and neceflary. This, my brethren, particular- 
ly didingulfbes true faith, not only from unbe- 
lief and fecurity, but from an empty and barren 
profeiSon. The careleis defpife the truth, the 
believer adores it ; the half Chr^f^ian is aihamed 
of it, the believer glories in it : •* God forbid,** 
fays the apoftle. Gal. vi. 14. •* that I fhould glo- 
" ry^fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift." 
I Pet. ii. 7. «* Unto you therefore which be- 
** lieve, he is precious : but unto them which 
*• be difobedient, the ftone which the builders 
*^ difallowed, the fame is made the head of the 
-" corner." 
^ believe indeed it is ufually a deep and heart- 
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felt coDviAion of danger^ which firft perfuades 
the finner of the truth, and makes the trembling 
penitent a willing believer. But becaufe there may 
))e fometimes a beBef of that truth* which we do 
not efteem, nay, even a jealoufy and fufpicloa 
of tl^e truth of what we inwardly hate* I have 
added, that faith implies the confent and^appro* 
bation of the heart. The whole do&rine of rc- 
<demption appears to the believer moft admirably 
calculated to promote the glpry of God, and fc- 
cure the falvation of finners. Even what bears 
hardeft upon man, taking away the foundation 
of felf-righteoufnefs and felf-dependence, ap* 
pears to him perfeftly reafonable : he not only 
fubmits to it, but embraces and clofes with it. 
He fees the law to be holy ; he confefles the 
threatening to be juft ; and he is not only con- 
tent, but thankful, that his prefent deliverance 
and future fecurity depend, not on himfelf, but 
on the Redeemer. He is willing to be only and 
eternally indebted to the unmerited mercy and 
ibvereign grace of God in Chrift Jefus. 

Thus you fee the dodrine of falvation is repre- 
sented In fcripture under the form of a bleffing to 
be received, as well as a truth to be believed : IH 
kr. I. 2. 3. ** Ho, every one that thirfteth, come 
*' ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
** come ye, buy and cat, yea, come, buy wine 
** and milk without money, and without price. 
^ Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which 
** is not bread ? and your labour for that which 
<« fatisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto me, 
*^ and eat ye that which is good, and let your 

** foul 
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** foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your car> 
*• and come unto me ; hear, and your foul fliall 
'** live, and I will make an everlafting covenant 
*** with you, even the fare mercies of David/* 
Matth. xi. 28. " Come unto me, all ye that la- 
*• hour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
*• you reft.'* And indeed the infpired writer* 
always (peak of it in fuch terms as fhew them- 
selves not only fatisfied of the truth, but deeply 
penetrated with a fenfe of the greatnefs of the 
mercy : Eph, iii. 17. 18. 19. "That Chrift may 
•* dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye being 
^* rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
** comprehend with all faints, what is the 
"'breadth, and iength, and depth, and height; 
^* and to know the love of Chrift, which paflcth 
*• knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
^' the fiilnefs of God." 

3. In the laft place, faith implies fuch a per- 
fonal application of the truths of the gofpel as 
produceth repofe of confcience, dependence and 
reliance on the Saviour. This, my brethren, 
is the point firft in view, and the termination 
of the whole ; and I cannot help thinking, - 
that it is fo effential to faith, that faith 
and truft are often put reciprocally for one 
another in the New Tcftanicnt ; as in Eph. 
i, 12. 13, ** That we fliould be to the praife of 
** his glory, who firft trufted in Chrift. In 
*< whom ye alfo trufted after that ye heard the 
** word of truth, the gofpel of your falvation : 
** in whom alfo after that ye believed, ye were ^ 
-** fealed with that holy Spirit of promife.*' 

Vol.1. H 



8< . Tie tKjLture of Faitff. Scr. 4, 

I do not mean to {ay, that divine fakh is 9 
belief that Chrlft died for m^ in particular. I 
know the ftrong objedtions which lie againft that 
form oF expreffion. The ot^e£t of faith is, 
that Chrift died for loft finnen of the race o£ 
Adam, But as it can hardly be jfupppfecl* that 
ajtiy give their ailent to this truth ^11 they arf 
convinced that th/ey themfelves are finners, fb, 
if they believe that there is no falvation in any 
other, and that h^ is able to fave to the utter?- 
moft, it feems to follow of neceiEty, that they 
will rpft and reljr " upop hip:i alope for failva^. 
" tion as he is offered in the gofpel/' This is 
certainly the view given us pf jthe matter ija the 
holy fcripture : Rom^ v. i • '* Therefore bebg 
'* juftified hy faith, we have pcaqe with Go4» 
*' through our Lord Jcfus Chrift," Hcb..yi. 
18. " That by two immutable things, in which 
•* it was impoffibje for 4God to lie, we might 
** have a ftrpng confplatiQn, vfho have fled for 
^* refuge to lay hold upon the hope fct befori5 
** us." Faith and defpair are inconfiftent^ 
Faith and hope arc infeparable. The glory of 
the Redeemer's pcrfon, the perfcftion of his at- 
onement, and his ability to faye, are all let be^ 
fore us in the gofpcl ; and if we cannot rejy up- 
on him^ if we cannot (ruft pur falvapon in hi9 
hands, it certainly arifes from fpme doubt or 
<lifapprQl>ation of thefc intercfting truths. If 
you doubt of the truth, it is no wonder that 
you diftruft the prOmife ; but if you are truly 
and inwardly fatisfied of Chrift's power and men- 
^7> you will clofe with him, as your Saviour, 
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and fey tinto hib, in the words of Thomas, 
when his doubts were removed, •» My Lord, 

" and ihy God." -Thus 1 have fliordy given 

you a view of the aftings of faith : which may 
all be reduced ta what I have endeavoured to 
iOuftrate ; the affent of the underftanding, the 
approbation of the heart, and thei'c jointly pfo- 
dueing repofc of confcienCe and peace with God* 

ll. I proceed now, in the lajf place, to make 
Ibme praftical improvement of what hath been 
faid on this important fubjeft. And, in the 

tfi pkcci Hence team the abfolute neceffity 
of fclf-denial, and how much it ought to prevail 
m^the temper of a Chriftran. In explaining to 
you the objeft of fehh, I have endeavoured to 
lay before you the nature o^ the gofpel-meflage, 
and the fubftance of the truth as it is in Jcfus, 
viz. the loft and helpltfs ftatc of man by na- 
ture, forgivenefs thi^trgh the blood of Chrlft^ 
and fandification as the work of his Spirk. If 
this view is juft, then religion muft be begun, 
prcfcrved, impravcd, and perfefted, by union 
, with Chf ift. if this view b juft, then all fclf- 
righteoufnefs and ifelf dependence is a denial of 
Chrift. And indeed, fuch is the life of a belie- 
trer, if thc'condufl of the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles may be taken for an example : Phil. iv. 
13. ** I can da all thing;} through Chrift which 
*• ftrcngtheneth me."^ 

2. Hence alfo learn the neceffity of a new nar- 

eure, in order to a new life. If the old nature is 

indeed in ruins, tc will be loft labour to begin to 
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build withoat a new fouodation. And If the foun- 
dation is ill laid, however beautiful the fu.per- 
ilru£ture, the fabric cannot be lailing. The 
not attending to this is vifibl7 the eaufe of ma- 
xxj mifcarriages. Men often refblve upon fbofie 
amendoient of life, from prudence, convenien- 
cy,. or even from imperfeft convidUons, and 
fome apprehenfion of eternity itfelf. But 
though thefe refolutions are formed' with feem^ 
ing fincerity, inherent corruption foon be- 
comes too ftrong for fuch feeble oppoEtlon. 
Remember therefore, our Saviour's caution,. 
*' Either make thetcee good, and his fruit 
^* good ; or make the tree corrupt, and his fruit 
** corrupt." If you.defire to live a life of holi- 
nefs or virtue, apply^to. God through Chrift, 
for the pstrdon of your fins, and peace with. 
him. Intreat of hi^xalff)^ ia the fame prevailing 
name, that by his grace he would implant in> 
you ^- a ^ew heart, au4'^ ^^^ fpirit, that you 
^' may walk in his ways,, and obferve his judge - 
" mcnts to do them." 

3. Learn alfo how' injurious they are to the 
doflrlne of ialvation by faith in Chriil, who (lan- 
^l^r it as unfriendly to holinefs of hfe. So far 
from being unfavourable to holtneis, it makes the 
xnoft effeftual provifion for it. Obedience to the 
whole law of God, is embraced by every believer 
as his choice, and promifed as his duty : only he 
expedls to derive flrength from his Redeemer to 
enable him to difcharge it. I defire to bear 
witnefs, and To will every faithful minifter of 
the New Teftament, that Chs:\& came not to^ 
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deftroy the law, but to finlfil it. He hath not 
only left it in its fiiU force Bpon the confcience^ 
but he hadi added to its obligation. The awful 
fanftion of the law £hall take place upon every 
impenitent (inner. It is well reprefented by the 
flying roil, in the prophecies of Zechariah,, 
ehap. V. 3. 4, "Then faid he unto me, This i», 
*• the curfe that goeth forth over the face of the 
•* whole earth : for every one that ftealeth, 
** (hall be cut off as on this fide, according ta 
** it; and every one that fweareth, fhall be cut 
«* oflF as on that fide, according to it. I will 
** bring it forth, faith the Lord of hofts, and 
** it (hall enter into the houfe of the thitf, and 
** into the houfe of him that fwcareth falfely by 
*• my name ; and it fhall remain in the midft of 
** his houfe, and Ihall confumc it, with the tim- 
•* ber thereof, and the ftoncs thereof/' See 
alfo the fuperadded fanAion of the gofpel,, 
Heb. X. 28. 29. " He that defpifcd Mofes law^, 
" died without mercy, under two or three wit - 
** fteffes : of how much foi'er punifhment,. 
** fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who 
'• hatlx trodden under foot the Son of God,. 
*^ and hath counted the blood of the covenant,.. 
*♦ wherewith he was fanftified, an unholy thing,. 
•* and hath done defpite unta the Spirit of 
** grace?** Hear it, my brethren, hear it for 
your fouls fake, any known fki allowed in^ the 
heart or conversation, is a9 inconfiftent with fal* 
, vation under thd covenant of grace as under 
the covenant of works; or rather, to fpeak 
more properly, as many as continue Jn the prac- 
H J tie© 
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tfce of fin are condemned already^ and remain 
under the power of that minifiratian 9f deaths 
To delight in the law of the Lord after the in- 
ward man, is the fruit of faith, the charaAer 
of the new nature, and neceilavy to fit you fos 
the divine prefence. 

4. Suffer me ta.fay a few words, for Ae re* 
proof and conviction of thofe who are living in 
contempt of the gofpel. Alas ! how many are 
there who turn a deaf ear to the moft eameft 
and prefimg invitations addrefied to them in 
the word of God, and inforced by his provi- 
dence ! There are two forts of dcfpifers of the 
gofpel: (x,) Thofe who are open and avowed 
enemies to the doctrine of the gofpel, who de- 
fert it, defpife it, or flander it. Too many 
there are of this character in the prefent age» 
to whom the crofs of Chrift is fooliihnefs. O \ 
how deplorable is their folly ! and how aggra- 
vated their guilt 1 If this is the divine com- 
mandment. That we fhould believe in the name 
of the Son of God ; and if there is truth in the 
divine word, " That there is no falvatibn in any 
*^ othet ; " miferable indeed muft be the ftate c^ 
thofe who are found thus fighting againft God. 
Will it be a light thing to be found defpifers of 
all that.grac^ and love^ manifefted in the gofpel ? 
How heavy is the threatening, in our Saviour^ 
own words, againft thofe who defpilc the ^re- 
cious corner ^oaf, and tried foundation, which is 
laidinZion, Matth* xxi. 44. " And whofoever 
'• fhall fall on this Gone, fhall be broken ; but 
«' On whomfoever it ihall fall, it will grind him 

•« to 
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** to powder.-' (a.) Thcj are^ defpiiers of t^r 
gofyci who, profeffibg belief in the dodrincr 
of ChriA> condaue to live ia- uorighteoufnefi. 
He came* to turn ypu' from all your ti^^fgref* 
fionsy as well as to deliver you froi& condemna- 
tion. His power is particularly illuftrated in^ 
bringing finoers *^£rom' darknefs to light, and 
** from the power of Satan unto^ God." The 
end of his coining is loft as to all thofe who coif- 
tinue in fiiK If they are called by hisname, they 
jure a* fcandkl to it ; if they form any hopes 
from his fij&rlngs, > they wilt Ik difdppottited^; 
if they advance any claim to his micrcy. It will 
be rejeded; if they plead relation to him, he 
will- openly renounce them r Matth. vii. 21 • 22* 
23. ^ Not eveij one that faith unto me. Lord, 
*' Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom' of hea- 
'^ ven :. but he that dotii the will of my Father 
^' which is in heaven. ..Many will iky to me in 
** that day, Lord,. Lord, have we not prophe*^ 
** fied ia thy name ? and' in diy name have 
** caft out devils ? and in thy name done many 
'' wonderful works } And then wUl I profefe 
** unto them, I never knew you : depart from 
•• me yc that work iniquity.'" 

5. In the loft place, Su&r me, in the moft 
earneft manner, to befeech every finner in this 
afTembly, to believe in. the name of the Son of 
Gpd. I fay, every finner, becaufe thofe only 
who are fenfible that they ar£ finners, vijll be o- 
bedient to the call. Are you not therefore fen* 
iiUe of your guilt and danger I Are your uo- 
derftandings fo blinded i Is natural confcience it- 

fclf 
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felf io .feared, that Touldo not fee how mnctt^ 
you ftapd in need of a faviour ? Rosiember^ 
Ihat if there be any truth in the whole compais 
of na^ui^al and revealed religion that cannot be 
fpoken againfty it is this; That God <' U of purer 
«• eyes than that he can behold iniquity;" and 
that, fpr thb reafbn, " he wll reader to evcry- 
*♦ man according to his works.'* It is^a truth 
engraven upon the confcience, and ratified by 
the courfe of providence ; the Hieathens difcover- 
ed it through the thickeft darknefs; and the 
guiUy'Confefs it by^heir daily fears. What a^ 
harveft of converts would I bring in even in this 
aflembly> if I could but lead to the Saviour eve* 
ry one that believes^ in fome nieafure, in a 
judgement to come t What an aflonifbing diA 
order is bmught into our nature by fin ! What 
a marvellous delufion is .upon the mind^ and 
what inconfiftency is there in the condu£^ of fin- 
ners I It is hard to fay, which of the two is moft 
atnazing; their backwardnefs to receive the 
truth,; or thdr unwillingnefs to obey it ; their 
inattention to evidence, on the one hand, or 
their forgetfblneis of what they do believe, up- 
on the other. Is there any perfon- within thefe 
walls, who doubts that he is to die ; or who 
does not believe, that he muft be judged after 
death ? Arc you then ready for the trial ? 
Have you femed your Maker ? Have you loved 
him abtf>ve all? Have you lived to his g^oiy ? 
Have you fought and placed your happinefs in 
his favour ? Or are you fenfible that iniquities 
have prevailed againft you ? Have they now 

taken 
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taken hold upon you, fo that^ you cannot lift 
your eyes? Behold. 1 preach peace to you by Jc- 
fiis Chrift. Believe in his name and merits for 
your pardon ; rely on his grace and Spirit for 
your reformation ; and return to God, through 
him» as your unchangeable portion. This is 
the tenor of the gofpel : Luke xxiv. 46. 47. 
•^ Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chrift 
" to fuffer, and to rife from the ^dead the third 
** day : and that repentance and remiilion of 
^ fins ihould be preached in his name, among^ 
" all nations^ hegiioning at Jerufalem J' 
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Chrift's death a proper atoBcmeat for fin. 



jfnd he is the propitiation for our fins : and not for 
•urs cnfy, but alfo for the fins of the whole 



jfSUon Sermofh 

MY brethren, To as many as have any be- 
lief of eternity, it muft be a matter of 
imipeakable moment to know, how they may 
liare conrMcnce towards God. This inquiry be- 
comes, if poi&ble, ftill more ferious, when we 
confider man as in a lajrfcd and corrupt ftate by 
nature, as guilty, and obnoxious to his Maker's 
righteous judgement. Tlien it becomes necefla- 
ry,. not only to preferve the favour, not only 
to avoid the difpleafure, but to feck for fome 
flielter or .covering fiom the wrath of God. 

This is the account given us of our condition 
in fcripture ; which, as it is a truth of the ut> 
moft importance, lying at the foundation of all 
religion, I have often endeavoured both to ex- 
plain and inforce. And happy, happy they 
who have heard with application ; happy they 
whofe eyes have been opened on their danger as 
finners ; who have feen and felt the evil of fin^ 
as a departure £rom» and rebellion againft a mofl 

holy^- 
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holy, righteous,-and gradous God. Happy they, 
•who, rejcfting the vain rcafonings of the carnal 
mind, and the cdbweb-defences of the fhort* 
fighted creature, have been laid proftrate as guil- 
ty and bclplefe,»^beforcthe foyereign and almighty 
Creator. All mankind, in* the feveral ages of 
the world, have in general difcpvered fuch a jea* 
louiy of their condition^ and have (o far felt 
the reproof and condemiiation Qf natural cqo- 
Cbience, that their attempts and inventions hav« 
been innumerable to appeafe the oflFended Deity, 
But bleffed be the name of God, we ai% not 
left to any uncertainty as to this important que* 
ftion^ Wc may chearfully apply our minds to it, 
and receive unfpeakable confolation ** through 
•' the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day* 
'* fpring from on high hath vifited us." The way 
to life and peace is fully explained in the glo* 
rious gofpd of the Son of God. We arc in- 
deed, by nature, guilty finners, enemies to God 
in our minds, and by wicked works ; but therie 
is a gracious provifion made for our recovery in 
the mediation of Chrift. This is the ftrong 
bold and refuge of the finner ; it is the founda* 
tion-ftone and confidence of the believer. In 
thC'Sth and 9th verfes of the preceding chapter, 
the apoftle John fays, ** If we fay that we have 
'* no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is 
f^ not in us. If we confefs our fins, he iafeith^ 
** fill and juft to forgive us our fins, and to 
*f cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs." And in 
the verfc preceding the text, " My little chil- 
^\ drep, tjiefe brings write I unto you, that y« 



^6 Chrift V death a proper Scr. 5. 

*• fin not. And if any man fin, we have an ad- 
«* vocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ- 
*< teous." He then teaches the Chriftian to live 
by faith in the Saviour's blood : And he is the 
propitiation for vurjins. And that he might fur- 
ther illuftrate the extent andefScacy of the great 
atonement, he adds, and not for ours onfyf but 
alfo for the fins sf the whole world. In further 
difcourfing on this fubjeft, I prepofe, through 
the aiEftance of divine grace, 

1. To confider Chrift as the propitiation for 
.!in, or what is imf^ied in his^eiQg fo c^led. 

2. To confider the^xtent of this propitiation, 
or its being for the fins of the whole world* 
And, 

3. To make fome prai6iical improvement of 
the fubjeft 

I. JiRST, then, 'Let ns confider Chriji as the 
propitiation for Jin, or what is implied in his being 
fo called. We find our Saviour defigned as a 
propitiation in fevers^l other pafiages of fcrip- 
tyre; as in this epiftle, chap. iv. jo. <* Herein 
** is love, not that we laved God, but that he 

loved us, andient his Son to be the propitia* 

tion for our fins ;" and Rom. iii. 25. 

Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation 
** through faith in hb blood," It is the opinion 
of many learned men, that Chrift is called 
a propitiation^ ot, the propitiation^ in allufion to 
the mercy-feat above the ark, which was fet up 
at firft in the tabernacle, and afterwards in the, 
temple in the moft holy place. To confirm this, 

it 
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It 19 obferved, that the original word here ufed 
ift the fame which the Greek tranflitors of the 
Old TeftasDept alwajrs nk to denote the mercf • 
Itati ftn4 which th< apoftle to the Hebrews ufes 
when fpeakbg of the fame fubjeA> Heb. ix. 5. 
<< And over it the cherubixns of glory ihadow« 
^ log the st^rcy-fcat : of which we cannot now 
*< fpeak particularly." Bot I apprehend there 
^ foflat in¥erfion of the order of things in this 
fseqiaFk : f<^ C\vn& is not called a propitiation 
m allafiofi to the mercy-feat^ which, indepen« 
dept of hhn» could ill bear that denomination ; 
but th^ morcy^feat hath this title given to it be- 
^avfe it wa$ an eminent type of Chrift. It beau- 
tifully indeed re[»r€fented the benefit which we 
deirivefrom him as our propitiadon. For ^f 
Cody by the Shechinal^ or fymbol of hi$ prf- 
fence, dwelt of old upon the mci*cy-feat, be* 
tween the cherubims, and was from that place 
propitioiu^ to his people ; fo now God dwells Ib 
i^\&, wd by him reconciles finners to himfelf : 
2 Con V. 19. " Tq wit, that God was io Chrift^ 
«< reconciling the world unto himfelf, not im- 
** puling their trefpafles unto them ; and hath 
** committed unte us the word of recoaciKa. 
** tion.'* In that ancient difp^nfation, tvery 
worlhipper was to look toward the mcrcy-fcat ; 
and it was from thence that God accepted them,^ 
gnd gave intimations of their acceptance : fo it 
IS through Chrift, or ip his name, that we have 
now accefs to God ; and it b in him that he 
iheweth us favour, and maketh us accepted : 
£ph» i. 6, •* To the praife of the glory of his 
Vol. I. . I . " grace. 
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^' grace, wherein he hath made ns accepted in 
'* the beloved." It. was from the mercy -feat 
that God fpak« to his people by the interven- 
tion of the high-prieft, and by Urim and Thum- 
mira ; fo it is hy his Son that God now fpeaks 
to us, and fliews us the way of ialvation: 
Matth. xvii. 5. *« This is my beloved Son, in 
'* whom I am well pleafed ; hear ye him." 
' Bat the true and proper meaning of Chrift's 
being a propitiation, is to be taken from the 
facrifices in general, and particularly points at 
his undertaking the office of mediator or peace- 
maker between God and man, and in -that ca- 
pacity fuflSsring the wrath of God in the room 
of finners. By this he appeafeth him, render- 
eth him propitious or gracious to us, and pur- 
chafeth our pardon: Rom. iii. 25. *' Whom 
** God hath fct forth to be a propitiation, thro* 
*' faith -in his hlood." Remember how inti- 
mately it is conncdied vf ith redemption, another 
expreffion which runs through the whole of 
the New Teftament, arid is conGdered as c- 
quivalent to the forgiveijcfs of fins: Eph. i. 7'. 
** In whom we have, redemption through his 
•* blood, the forgivenefs of fins, according to 
** the riches of his grace," Now, redemption 
certainly fignifics purchafing or buying with a 
price. 

The facrifices under the Mofaic <3economy 
did all of the.-n imply a fubftitution in room of 
fomerhing that had been forfeited, or was due. 
It is obierved by one eminent for his knowledge 
fcf Jcwilh an.»:quitje€, that befides what was done 

when 
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when any particular perfon prcfentcd a finof- 
feriog, at the continual burnt-offering there 
were certain men appointed to reprefent the 
whole congregation of Ifrael. Their office was, 
to lay their hands upon the head of the lamb, 
and thus as it were transfer the guilt from the 
people to the viairn^ On this account they 
were called Jlationary men^ becaufc they attend- 
ed continually for this end. And as the vciy 
purpofe of the facrifices under the law was, to 
lypify the facrifice of Chrift> they are a {land- 
ing evidence of the early and original reference 
to him, as the ground of divine mercy. 

Nothing is more undeniably true, than that 
the offering of facrifices was both early and u-< 
Diverial m every nation under heaven ; and it 
k no lefs certain, that thoie who ufed them did 
confider them as expiatory, or propitiatory, to 
render ttie ofifended Deity placable, and obtain 
his mercy. This was at once a confejBion of 
guilt, and a declaration, that they apprehended 
the neceffity and propriety of an atonement. 
Neither is it poffible to account for the uniyer- 
lal prevalence of facrifices in any tolerable man^ 
ner, but by fuppofing, that they were the re^ 
mains of what had been taught in the ages im- 
mediately after the fall, by divine appointment. 

I apprehend it is alfo undeniably evident, 
that this is the light in which the facrifice of 
Chrift is rcprefented in the holy fcriptures. 
How many paffages might be adduced to thi^ 
purpofe ? Jn ancient prophecy, this part of hi^ 
work is fet forth in the following mannefy 
I 2 It 
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l(, liw. 4. J. 6. 7. 8. ** Surely he hadi borti our 
"• griefs, and canned our fotrows : yet wc did 
•* cftcem him ftrickcn, fmirten of God, anli 
** afflifted. But he was woutidcd for our tranf- 
•* greiBons, he was bruifed for our iniquities t 
'• tlrt chaflifcmcnt of our peace was upoa hiin». 
** and with his ftripcs wc arc heated. All wc 
** like fhcep have gone aflxay : we have turn- 
•* ed eveiy t)nc to hb own way, and the Lotd^ 
*' hath laid on him tlic iniquity of us all. He 
" was opprefied, and he was afflifted, yet he 
** opened not his mouth : he is brought as a 
" lamb to the Daughter, and as a Ihccp before 
** her fhearers is dumb, fo he openetk not his 
** mouth. He was taken from prifon and from 
^ judgement : and who ihall declare his gene^ 
** ration ? for he was cut <^out of the land o(f 
^ the living : fbr the tran(gre£B6n of my people 
•* was he ftrickcn.'* Dan. ix. 24. « Scveflty 
*< weeks are <leteniniieil U]^n iliy peQp)e> aod, 
<' upon thy holy city, to fis^ the tranfgi^iSoii, 
^* and to make an end of fins, and to malDe re» 
'' conciliation for icJqiiitjr, and to bitng in ev.et* 
«< lafting righteoufnefs, and to feal wp the tin 
<' fion and prophecy, and to anoint tk< mxA 
<• Holy." 

In the New Teftament, he tells us, ke was to 
lay down his life fbr his people : John x, 1 1. ** i; 
** am the good ihepherd : the good ihepherd 
** giveth his life for the fliecp." The fame 
thing he plainly fays in the infiitution of the £l- 
crament of ^he Ijord*s fupper^ Matth. xxvi. 26. 
sry. z8. ** And as they were eating, Jefos sook; 

" brcacU 
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«* bread, and Mdfed it, and birtikt it, atid gave: 
** it to 4he difciples, and faid, Tak€, eat ; this ia* 
••my body. And be took the cup, ami gave 
" thanks, and gave it to them, faying, think. 
•« ye sfl tf it : for thb is my blood ^i the netr 
•* teftxfflent, whith is iheds for many for the re- 

* tniffion of fit»%*' That his body broken and* 
Uood ftted for his {yeople, was to be underftood^ 
of hts being msxk a iin-o^&ting» is plainly tefti- 
fied^in the apoftoUc 'vrtitkigs : 2 Cor. v. 21* 

* ¥^ he hath made him to be fin for us, who' 
•^ knew no fin ; that we might be made the righ- 
"teoufiacfs of God^ in him.'* Gal. iii; 13.^-^ 
•* Ckrifk hatk redeemed tts fixjm the curfe 0% 
*• the law, being made a curfe for us : for it is. 
«♦" written, Curfed is every one that hangeth on* 
•* a tree.** Heb. ix. 26. 27.. 28. •* But now 
•♦ once in the end of the world, hath he appears 
•* ed to* put away fin by the facrifice of himfelC 
^ And as it is^ appointed unto men once to die»^ 
«* but after this the judgement : fo Chrift wa$<; 
«*^ once offered tO' bear the fins of many ; and^ 
•* unto^hcm that look for him, flulkhe appear' 
« the fecdnd time, without fin, unto falvation.'*; 
See alfo the affertion of the apoftle Peter,. 
\ Pet. iii. 18. "Chrift alfo hath once fuffercd) 
w for fins> the juft for thetinjuft, (that he mighto 
*« bring W to God), being put to death in the- 
••flciB, but quickened by the Spirit," It is e- 
Videntlyalfo on. this account, that he is called! 
the Lamb tii God, and we are called to atteodt 
tX^ hitn in tJwc capacity : John i, 29. " Behokll 



102 Chriji*s death a proper Ser. 5, 

*^ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin 
** of the world.'* 

It is lamentable to thiak, that there fliould be 
any who call themfelves Chriftians, and yet re* 
fufe to acknowledge this truth, which is wo* 
ven, if I may fo fpeak, through the whole coo- 
texture, both of the law and gofpeL It brings 
to my mind the (lory of an ancient artift ; who, 
being employed to build a magnifi(;ent and ele- 
gant temple, had the ingenuity to infcribe upon 
it his own name, and fo to incorporate it both 
with the ornaments and body of the ftruAure^ 
that it was impoffible afterwards to efface the 
name, without at the fame time deftroying the 
fabrick. In the fame manner, Chrift dying for 
iin is engraven in fuch characters through the 
whole revealed will of God, that it is impoiHble 
to take it away without overturning the whole 
f)ftena. For this end Chrift came into the 
world ; for this end he bore the name of Jefus^ 
or the Saviour ; and for this end he became the 
high pi left of our profeiEon, that he might, 
hy one offerings for ever perfeSl them that are 
fmnified 

This then is the fcripture-view of Chrift as 
our propitiation, that our guilt is taken away, 
and we are reconciled to God through ihe fa- 
crifice which he hath offered without fpot or 
blemifh. And notwithftanding all that has been 
thrown out againft it by the pride of felf-righ- 
teoufnefs, there is nothing that can be juftly op- 
pofed to it on the part of unprejudiced reafon. 
.God is merciful, but he is alfo juft. And as 
.'^ ' there 
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there is nothing more infeparable from the idea 
of fin, and an accnfing confiiience, than merited 
puniihment ; fo there is nothing more eflential 
to the idea of joftice in God» than a difpofition 
to infli£t it. This the fcripture every where de- 
dares ; and the confdence of the guihy, who 
dreads his maker's prefence, ratifies the truth. 
. Now, if God Ihews mercy to the fmner, is k 
fo abhorrent from reafon^ that thi^ fhould be by 
a mediator, if one can be found fit %o flep in be-^ 
tween the parties, and ** lay his hand upon 
•* them both?" Is not this nccefl^ry to mani- 
feft the rightcoufnefs and fevcrity of the law, as 
well as the tendecnefs and compafiion of the 
judge ? Is not this precifely the reafon aiEgned 
for it in fcripture ? Rom. iii. 25. ** To declare 
** his rightcoufnefs for the rgmiflion of fins that 
" are paft, through the forbearance of God/' 
It is trffling to fay, that there is nothing of the 
pafiion of anger in God that fhould need to be 
appeafed. Such expreffions are only figurative, 
but they convey their meaning very clearly. It 
is not anger or revenge, as they appear in our 
difordered frame, that accepts of an atonement. 
Thefe furious paffions fly direftly at the offend- 
ing perfon, and rejcft all intercefHon. But ju- 
ftice, in calra and regular government, requires 
fatisfaAion, that the malignity and demerit of the 
offence may be preferved, while mercy is extend- 
ed to the criminal. We ought to confider, that 
one great and general end of the difpenfations 
of providence is, to illuflrate the glory of the 
true God in all his real perfcftions. This is beft 
done by a puirchafed pardon, by a wife and aw- 
. " .fill 
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ful mbcturc of itftpfatdal jtiftict; with titimcrited 
mtrcf . How tanytm lieisir Act word merty fo oftett> 
without pcrcci^g this \ It is nOft metty at aH, 
unlefe it is beftowed on thofc who havt delmcd 
to faflfer ; «rd thcrcftjtc why may not a voltin- 
tarjr ferety be admitted to ftilPer in thtir ^ce .^ 
The trnthiB; fnch :uie tht fanprdlbm that are u-^ 
fn^y made on the ^v«n&icned tonfcitntey. of the* 
infinite htdinefs and pu^ty, and the tfemendoos. 
majetty of God^ that nothing lefs wifl fatisfy it 
than a fufficient atonement, or u dear ^w htm 
he may be **^ jnft, and yet die juilificf t>f him* 
•* that beKeveth on Jefns.'*^ 

But, my brethren, it is one things to know^ 
to profcfe, or even to fupport the truth ; and 
another, but of unfpcakably more tnoment, to» 
fed, and to apply it. tt is one thing, to have a 
rational conviftion,. from critical Inquiry, idiat 
this is taught in the holy fcriptures ; and ano- 
ther, to deave to it with cfteem and atfeEtion, as 
the gojpti of our falvatm, as die great founda- 
tion of our hope and peace. Therefore, in what 
remains of this branch of the fubjeft, t would 
€onitder nyfdf as ipeaking, not to the wrang- 
ling difputer, but t<y the convinced iinner ;. not 
to the fiblf-righteous boa/ler, but to the brokect 
in fpirit. The chief circumftances in the propi- 
tiation which Ghrift hath made* to be taken no* 
tice of in thb view, are thefe two : i. Its abibn 
lute neccffity» a. Its perfcft. fufficiency. 

I. Consider the abjihu necejjity of this atone-^ 
ment* Hiere is no other way by which the iin- 
ner can be reftored to the favour of God. No- 
thing can be dearer &oa> the holy fcriptures. 

It 
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It is indeed the tacit inference that may be 
drawn frota the whole. Why is this love and 
inercy of God celebrated in fuch exaJ^ -ftralnd^ 
by the intpircd writers, and felt wiiii fo much 
gratitude by th< redeemed, but that they were 
tinder condemnation, and muft hatce pertfhed,. 
but for the help of thb SaviouT ? Rom. viii. i^ 
** There is thcrcfbre now no condemnation ta 
•* Aem which are in Chrifl: Jefus, who walk 
*' not after the flcih, but after the Spirit." And 
Ae Cimc Aapter, ver. 33*** Who fhall lay any 
** thigg to the charge of God*s eleft I It i$; 
« God Aat >iftifieth." Johttiik 16. *« God 
** fo loved die world, that te^ gave his only be- 
^ gotten Son, that wholbever belieiwth in him^ 
•* fhould not perifli, but have everlaftiag life.'*' 
As " without flicddin^ of bloodthere is no re- 
*' miffion,^ fo we have the iame infatfible tefli* 
mcmj, Heb. x. 4. that «' it is not poffible Aat 
** tbe bkod of buBs and of goals fhould %ake ^^ 
^ way &is/* f^jy that the thing mi^t be 
ptt beyond alj poffiMity of 40ttbt, fte die de-. 
c^rati^n of Peter and John, A^k. tz, ^ ^iei- 
^ tber is there iUvation i«a «ny other : for thuere 
*^. Jb, ooc^e oilier namc^ under heaven given^ ar 
^ ttiong mca whfiBreby we: maft be fevtd." , Anct 
v^at other itnit ean be put «pon thefe tiBords. 
Qf our Saviour hjiolelf ? ^^{i e]v« 6^ *^ Jefus 
^ ikiKh unto hin^ I am^e way, and the truth* 
*f and- the We : no tnaji. cooieth unto, the Far 
^ ther but by me.*^ In vain then do we foun* 
cur hopes upon any thing elfe : The holmefs of 
tfee <|iw« natui^e, the jmrity of the divine law. 



to6 Chrifi's death a proper Sen 5* 

and the greatnefs of divine powerj xonfpire in 
blading every hope of the finner but what is 
centered in Chrifl. 

2. Confider the perfeB fiifficiency of this at* 
onement. It is fufficient to anfwer all the de« 
mands of law andjufliccr It is fufficient to vin- 
dicate the honour of the divine government^ 
and to illuftrate the hblinefs and juflice of God 
in the forgivenefs of fin. It is fufficient to pur* 
chafe a full and complete remiflion to the great- 
eft finner. Whoever refle<£b upon the infinite 
wifdom of God, muft be fenfible that it is not 
without reaTon that fo much is faid on this fub« 
\t& m fcripture ; that fo much pains is taken to 
fet forth the glory and greatness of the Saviour 
of itiiners. The greatnefs of his perfon, and 
dignity of his charaAer, are fet before us in the 
moft ftriking. light. He is *' the eternal and 
<' only begotten Son of God ; the brightneii 
** of the Father's glory, and the ezprefi image 
«' of his perfon." And Phil. ii. 6. •« Who being 
*^ iq the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
«* be equal with God." If. ix. 6. " For unto us 
*^ a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and 
^* the government fliall be upon his fhoulder : 
«' and his name ihall be called, Wonderfal^ 
«' Counfellor, The mijjhty God, The everlafl- 
** ing Father, The Prince of peace." 

It is not eafy indeed to enumerate the magni- 
ficent titles with which he is adorned in fcrip- 
ture : The Alpha and Omega^ — The firft and the- 
laftt — The Prince ofihe kings of the earthy — The 
Ifing of kings f and Lord (f lords jt— The King of 

gioryy 
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glory, "^znd The King of faints. What mighty 
works are aicribed to him in creation and pro- 
vidence ! We are told, <« He fhall reign till all 
*' enemies arc brought tmder his feet." The 
propriety, of his facrifice as the Son of man, and 
the purity of his facrifice as the Holy one of 
God, are taken notice of in fcripture : Hcb. 11. 
17. ** Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
^ to be made like unto his brethren ; that he 
•* might be a merciful and faithful highprieft, 
" in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
** ciliation for the fins of the people* Heb. ix. 
13. 14. *• For if the blood of bulls, and of 
♦* goats, and the alhes of an heifer fprinkRng 
*• the unclean, fanftifieth to the purifying of 
** the flefli ; how - much more fhall the blood 
•* of Chiift, who through the eternal Spirit, 
** offered himfelf without fpot to God, purge 
" your confcience from dead works to fei-ve the 
«* living God ?" To this you may add the con- 
tinued fulnefs that dwells in him : John i. i6, 
*• And of his fulnefs have all we received, and 
** grace for grace." Col. i. 19. " For it plea- 
*« fed the Father, that in him fliould all fulnefs 
" dwell.'^ What is this, my brethren, but to 
encourage and embolden finners to put their 
trufl: inhim, and to carry home with power this 
truth, which I fhall give you in the words of 
the Holy Ghoft ? Heb.vii. 25. " Wherefore he 
•* is able alfo to fave them to the uttermoO, 
** that come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
** liveth to make ijiterceflSon for them.*' 
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U. I proc^d pf^w lo ibe fccoo4 dung propo^ 
£sd» wbkh walk h> cooftder the f vtcajt of thiji 
fvoplii9iioA» fcwided on Uie 1^ Q^gufq of th« 
«e¥l : *• And Mt for oim opJy» bi« alfo foi? 4» 
^ finn «f ^he wholiQ world." fa g^iwr»l, wlw^ 
^ivc r«me«ilMr U^l ^is epiftk wi^ wi^ittAn qbieflf 
to tb« «opy^i$ «£ tl>q cbccum^i&Qo, i^ may f oa^ 
^ince u<, th«t ki aU probabiliiy ibis enpr^cm 
'w^is iot^nd^. ag^ioft the gfrea^ «^ mtional pre^ 
judke of the. Jewi» of which w^ fee vcrjrfrc-* 
^uem BQtke taken ia the New Teibuncniu As 
they had the oracks pf God comvutted to thenv 
as for the wife purpofefi of hii providesucc he 
had feparat^d ^em from other oaijoos, and 
the MejSah waa to defocnd from them ajccor-^ 
diflg to the flcfh, they sqp^chcAdcd that all the 
bleflings of hjs rciga were to be confined ta 
themfelvca : therefore they arc often given to 
ynderflandy that the purpose pf mercy was far 
more exteofive^ and that Cbrift ^ame with 9k 
view to fulfil that promife made to the father 
of th6 faithful, Gen, »ii. i8. ^* In thy feed 
*^ fhall aU the nations of the earth be bleiTed ; 
** becaufe thou haft obeyed my voice/* Th<i 
expreffion in the text then undoubtedly implies 
that redemption through the blood of Chiift 
was to be preached to finners of 'the Qenciles ;. 
that as he had been the Saviour of aU ages by 
the efficacy of diat facrifice which he was to of- 
fer in the fulnefs of time, fo that the virtue o£ 
it was vot to be confined to the houfe of Ifracl, 
but to belong to fiiMiers pf every nation undec 
heaven. 
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I am fenfiblc, my brethren, that very great 
xontroverfies have been raifed in another viiew^ 
«!l to the extent of Ghrift's death; and the im* 
]port of this and other fuch general^ expref* 
£l>ns in the holy fcriptures. In this^ sls in moft 
other debates, matters have been carried a far 
^greater length than the intereft of truth and 
fiety requires ; and| as is alfo ufual, they have 
Etrifen from an hnproper and unikiifal mixture 
of what belong* to the fecrct counfels of th^ 
Moft High with his revealed will, which is the 
i0V2Q*iabIe rule of otir duty. Without entering^ 
therefore! into thefe debates, whidi are uofuk- 
iA)le to out prefent employment, of rather gi- 
ving my judgement, that they are for the meft 
part' umieceflary, unprofitable, or hurtful, t 
fhall lay down three prppoiidons on this fub}e6^ 
which 1 think can hardly be called in queftiofi, 
and whichare a fuffieient foundation for our &ith 
and pradtke^ 

I. The tJbedience and death of Chrift is 
of value Efficient to expiate the guilt of alt 
the fins of ev€i7 individual that ever lived or 
^ver fhaH live on earth. Thi^ cannot be de* 
jued, fince the fubjedts to be redeemed are finite} 
the prke paid for their redemption is infinite^ 
He fufiered in the human nature, but that na* 
ture intimately and perfonally united to the 
divine $ fo that Chrift the mediator, the gift (^ 
God for the redemption of finnersy is often 
•cftUed his own and kis eternal Son: Rom. viii^ 
32. •' He that fpa^ed not his own Son, but 
' ** delivered him up for us aU, how ihall he not 
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** with him alio freely give us all things ?*• Such 
was the union of the divine and human na- 
ture in Chrift, that the blood which was the 
purchafe of our redemption b exprefsly called 
the blood of G6d, Afts xx. 28, " To feed the 
«* church of God, which he hath purchafed 
«* with his own blood," This is the great my- 
ftery of godlinels, God manifefted in the fleflu 
in which all our thoughts are loft ~and fwallow- 
cd up. 

2. Notwithftanding this, every individual of 
the human race is not in fa£t partaker of the 
bleffings of his purchafe ; but many die in theit 
fins, and perifli for ever. This will as little 
admit of any doubt. Multitudes have died, 
who never heard of the name of Chrift, or fal- 
vation through him; many have lived and 
died blafpheming his perfon, and defpiiifig his 
undertaking ; many have died in unbelief and 
impenitence, ferving divers lufts and paiBons ; 
and if the fcripture is true, he will at laft ren- 
der unto them according to their works. So 
that if we admit, that the works of God arc 
known to him from the beginning of the world, 
it can never be true, that, in his eternal coun- 
fels, Chrift died to fave thofe, who, after all 
that he hath done, fhall be miferable for ever. 
** He is a rock, his'work is perfcft." His dc« 
fign never -could be fruftrated ; but, as the apo- 
ftle Paiil expreffes it, Rom. xi. 7. ** The elec- 
^ tion hath obtained it, and the reft were blind- 
«* ed." But, 

3. There is ia the death of Chrift a fuffi- 

cicnt 
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cient foundation laid for preaching the gofpel 
indefinitely to all without exception. It is the 
command of God, that this £hould be done : 
Mark xvi. 15. " And he faid unto them, Go 
'* ye into Jill the world, and preach the gofpel 
" to every creature." The eflFeft of this is, that 
the mifery of the unbelieving and impenitent 
Ihall lie entirely at their own door ; and they 
fhall not only die in their fins, but fhall (uffer . 
to eternity for this moft heinous of all fins, de- 
fpifing the remedy, and refufing to hear the 
Son of God : Heb. x. 26. 27. •* For if we fin 
" wilfully after that we have received the know- 
«• ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
** facrifice for fin$, but a certain fearful looking 
** for of judgement, and fiery indignation, which 
** fhall devour ^he adverfaries." Let us neither 
refiife our aflcnt-to any part of the revealed will 
of God, nor foolifhly imagine an oppofition be- 
tween one part of it and another. All the ob- 
fcurity arifes from, and. may be refolved into 
the weaknefs of our underftandings ; but let 
God be true, and every man a liar* That 
there is a fenfe in which Chrifl died for all men, 
and even for thofe who perifh, is plain from 
the very words of icripture r i Tim. iv. 10. 
** For therefore we both labour, and fuffer 
*^ reproach, becaufe we truft in the living 
*• God, who is the Saviour of all men, efpe- 
<* cially of thofe that believe," i Cor., viii. li.. 
** "And through thy knowledge fhall the weak 
** brother perifh, for whom Chrifl died I** 
Thus it appears, that both in a national and 
K 2 perfonal 
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pcrfonal view, Chrift is <* the propitiation for 
*^ our fins ; and not for ours only, but aUp for 
*^ the fini of thp whole world.'* * , 

III. I PROCEED now, in the lafi place,, to^ 
make fome pra£tical improvement (^- the fubje£| 
for your inftru^tion and direAion,. And, 

X. From what hath been &id, let us be indtt« 
ced to give praife to God for his ^lercy to loft 
iinners revealed in the gofpeU Let us particu- 
larly give him praife for Chrift Jefiis, his un- 
fpeakable gift: '* Herein is/leve, nor that wq 
'* loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his 
^* Son to be the propitiation for us.'- 

While we remember^ with abafisment of foul, 
the holinefe and l^ftice of Gh>d> which required 
iatisfa£Vion for fin, let us alfo remember his In** 
finite compaffion, who \v^ pleafed himfelf to 
provide ^ 9 lamb for the hnrnt^.oSering^'^ Le^ 
us at the feme time give praif^ to tjie tender^ 
hearted SaTiour, v^ho g^^'^ bis lifb as an offers 
ing ** of a fweet-ftaelling favour** to pod. ^ Re-?, 
deeming grace fhall be the'theme of eternal gra-^ 
titude and praif^ in heaven. After all ou^ 
trials and ^2iTig%vs^ arf over, we fiiall then, with. 
unfpeakaUe delight, afcribe the honour of our 
viftory to him, iiying, Rev. y^ la. '* Worthy 
** is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power, 
'* and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and.. 
** honour, and glory, and bleflBuag.** Why 
ihould we not alf^ attempt tp give him praife in 
his church on earth ^ for he, haying finifhed 
l^is i)wn worH, and. entered into his glpry, hath 

given 
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given us aa aflured profpeA, that we alTo fhall 
Qvercome. ia his ftreogth^ that he will come a- 
gain, aad. ** r,eccive ys to bimfelf ; that where 
** he is, tb^rc wc may hp aUb." 

2. You Q>ay fee from what hath been ikid» 
tbat fuch as are yet unrelated to this Saviour 
are in a ftate of fih, and liable to divine wrath*. 
Hear apd receive this truths however unwcl- 
coDQe to tb»e. fecurc, however diftafteful to the 
carnal mind. If it were not fo, this propitia- 
tion which God hath fet forth would have been 
altogether unncceflary. Let us bfg of him who 
hath aicended up on high, to fend down, ac- * 
cording to his promife, his Spirit to convince 
the world of fin. How many affeftipg and 
ftrijcing proofs have we of this, both in our 
chaj:a^er and fiate \ and yet hpw difficult to 
make us fcnfible of it ! What is to be feen ia 
»he workl at prcfcnt, or what do we readin the 
hlftory of paft ages, but one melancholy fcene 
of difordjer, mifery, and bloodihed, fucceeding 
another ? Is n^X t.bis the effe A oi^ human guilt I 
And do ve not, by- mutual injuries, at once 
de^ionftrate o^ own corruption, and execute 
the juft iudgement of God upon one another ?' 
May not every perfon dilcoyer the latent fourcc 
of thefe flagrant crimes, in the, pollution of hi» 
own heart, his avcrfion to what is good, and 
his pronenefs and inclination to what is evil^ 
And yet, alas \ how difficiilt a matter is it ta 
make the heart humble itfelf, and plead guilty 
before God ; to m^ke us feniible, that we are 
tieaA&reiSaa &QiQ th.^ wonE^tj^^ud iaexxufable in 
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this tranfgreffion ; that the threatening of the 
law is iBoft juft, '* Curfed is every one that 
** contrnueth not in all things written in the 
*' book of the law to do them ;" and that it is 
of the infinite mercy of God, that the execution 
is fufpended, or any hope given us of being able 
to avert it ? 

Yet this, rtiy brethren, I will repeat itj^ and 
I bcfeech you to attend to it, is certainly the 
cafe by nature, with every {lerfon in this aflem- 
bly. Every one who now hears me is in a fiate 
of condemnation, and liable to everlafiing mile- 
ry, excepting that happy number who have 
•« fled for refuge to lay hojd of the hope fet be- 
•* fore them.*' All infenfible gerfons, living ia' 
a car^lefs ftcure forgetfulnefs of God ; all who 
indulge themfelves habitually in the lufts of the 
ffefli ; drunkards, fwear^rs,.' profane and laf- 
crvious jefters, liars^ unjuft perrons> lovers of 
the prefent worldi are aliens frcfm the common- 
wealth of Ifrael, and fhrangers to the covenant 
of promiie. Oh that it werq poifible for me tOL 
awaken you to a i^nfe of your danger, while 
there is yet a poffibility of efcaping ! Oh the 
importance to you of the^unknown time front 
this day of yQur mercifol vifitation to the day of 
your death ! What would thofe who are now 
referved in chains to the judgement of the great 
<lay, give for the pjpscious opportunity you are 
now dcfpifing ! In a little time 1 know that you 
yourfelves will repent ; oh that it may not be. 
whenh is too late to refbrm ! But all words 
If^uft fio%: \ixider fud^t} fubje^ No pl^re that r 
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could draw of the defpairing horror of a finner 
on his deathbed^ or the blafpheming rage of 
thofe who are tormented in hell-fire, could pof- 
fibly give any of you a juft apprehenfion of 
what it is to fall into the hands of the living 
God, unlefs it -pleafe himfelf to wound the con««. 
fcience with the arrows of conviAion, that he 
may afterwards pour in the healing balm of 
peace and confolatipn. And oh that it might 
ftand with the will of God that none here pre- 
fent fhould efcape ! 

3. Learn from what has been iaid, that there 
is no facrifice for fin, but the one offering of our 
Redeemer on the crofs ; no hope of mercy for 
any child of Adam, but through his bloody 
The typical facrifices under the Old Teftamen^i 
were but ihadows, the fubftancc is Chrift. In vain, 
will any go about to eftaWifli their own rightcoul^ 
nefs, and refuie to fubmit to the righteoufnefk 
of God. Think not, my brethren, by attempts 
of reformation^by faulty defeftive duties, to be able 
to cancell any part of that guilt to which you are, 
adding every day. How great is the folly and 
prefumption 0/ fclf-rightcQufoels \ What a pro- 
fane contempt of the richer of divine . grace I 
Hath God feen it neceflary to fct forth Chrift 
as a propitiation through faith ia his blood ^ 
and will you fajp', that it is unnccefliry, and fpurn 
the ofiired inercy ? Ho.w mucb ignorance 1$ ijo^ 
felf-righteoufncfs ! What imperfeft views muft 
they haveofihc law of God, and how little l£;now^ 
l^^c of th^dves^ and ib^ix qwq hearts, who^ 
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admire or Uruft i» buawi virtue \ Above all, 
what is the foiindatioo aad corner^flone of ieljf- 
righteoufoefs ? It is pride, that iln of all othersi, 
Qioft o^ous and abominable ia the fight of God«. 
Is it xu>t a matter of daily experience, that thofe 
perfons who are evidently mofl loofe and care* 
lefs in their own pradlice, and who, one would 
thmk, fhould have leaft of that kind to rely up- 
on, are moft prone to a fclf-righteous plan, and 
Qioft ready to defpife the do^ine of-juftificatioa 
through the imputed righteoufnefe of Chrift^ 
Are you fomeUmes furprifed at this; Chrifiians I 
The thing is eafily explained. They know little 
cither of the law of God or their own hearts^ 
They feldom ftudy the one, or reflcdl upon the. 
other. If they did, they would foon be afha,-^ 
tned of fuch a pretence. Thofe who apply them- 
ftlves with the greatcft diligence to the ftudy of 
holinefs in heart and life» do always moft fenfi- 
bly feel, and moft willingly confeis, that all theiir 
righteourneiles are as filthy* rags before God. 

4. In Chrift Jefus, and the blood of the ever- 
£ifting covenant, there is abundai^t provifioa 
made for the pairdon of all oi^r fins, and peace 
with an oScnded God. *^ Behold the I^mb oS 
M God,, which takcth away the fin of the world i'* 
Behold the Lamb- which God himfelf hath or- 
dained, and fet apart for this important work,, 
and which he will certainly accept ! ** Deliver 
*^ tbeiji," faith hpt ** hi>m going dawn to thet " 
*' pit : I have found a ranfom.'* Behold the im^ 
ipacylate andfpotlefs vi^im in the pui^ity of kiar 
buman, and the glory of his divine nature t 
%bsx!^ ia OP fio ia aiu:ociQ»$. but lis blood is fu£- 
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£cient to -wa(h away the guilt*. Is there any fio^ 
oer in this afiembly burdeoed wkh a fenfe of 
guilt» an«dle'd by an accufing confciencf > terri« 
fied by the thunders of iM lawi ready to C)7 
out, << Who can ibiad before thi3 holy Lor^ 
^ God I My flc& trcmWcth bccaufe of thee 1 
'^ I am a£raid of thy judgements.'^ Let fueh an 
one knowp. that h^p is bad on him thac \% 
** mighty to fatrc." Liet your guiU be what ii 
will, who caufo far derogate from the Redeem<^ 
*<r's glory as to fufpeit thai his blood caanot 
purge it away ? -Qite no heed to unbelieving 
thoughts, or diftouragipg fuggef^ms ; but bo^ 
** ftroDg io faith, giving glory to God ;" an4 
attend to d^ Saviour^ own words i. *^ Him that 
H eometb uoto me, I will id AO wifi^ eaft wout«"^ 
jr. Iq the l^. ^ace, \^\ aU ^h« children of 
God» whof« h^pe hath ilill been in ^e diviM 
merey through a crucified SaviQw.. emhinf ^ U»i 
eipportunit^ upw given ^heno of fHrgfeffing, *x«r* 
cifiug, aJid ftrengthcuing th^ir faith in the gre^« 
atoue«Aent« Road ypur xjeladc^n t© God througl^ 
Chrift, and e;)courage youi^elves in his ail-ihffi^ 
ciency and m^rit* Look upon his fufferiugn foe 
humbling yon under a fenfe o& the evil of fin, 
irhich made Aieh an f iipiation neeeflary. No^ 
thing fervea mor^ to ^afe and level humaa 
pride, than to fee our nature on the crofs, tho* 
perfonally united tp the divine. Look upon 
him in his agony, for mortifying and crucifying 
fin. in you. There is a purifying virtue, and 
fanftifying efficacy, in the blood of Chrift. It 
not only fpcaks peace to the wounded con- 
(ciencc, but purgei the corifcience from dead 

worlg^ 
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works to ierve the living God. I am not againft 
the introdudtion of every argument from fcrip* 
tnre or reafon againft fin» or in fupport of duty ; 
but let them never fupplant the great, the lead- 
ing, the conftraitiing argument, which b drawn 
from the crofs of Chrift. Believe it, my bre* 
thren, nothing fo much reconciles the heart to 
duty, nothing fo kindles a holy indignation a- 
gainft fin, as a believing view of the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the fin of the world. 
This gives the Spirit of adoption a child-like fear» 
and a child-like love. This fills the Chriftian 
with comfort, this infpires the Chriftian widi 
zeal. To feek our comfort in a fep^rate way, 
or in the firft inftance from our duties, is to 
make that comfort feeble and variable as the du- 
ties are defeAive ; but to enliven our duties 
by the comforts of the gofpel, is to follow 
the order of the covenant of grace, by which 
we at once promote the glory of God, and 
moft efife^ally fecure our own comfort and 
peace. This is the Spirit breathed by the apoftle 
Paul, with whofe words, Gal ii. 19. 20. lihaU 
conclude : *' For I through the law am dead 
** to the law, that I might live unto' God. I am 
«« crucified with Chrift : Ncverthekfs I Kvc ; 
** yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me r and the 
" life which I now live in the flcfli, I live by the 
** faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
" gave himfelf for me." 
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SERMON VI. 

. The love of Chrift in redempdon. 

Ret. L 5* 

Unto him that hvedus, and wq/bed ui frormtir 
fins in his own blood. 

A^ion Sermon. 

THE bare repetition of thefe words is fuffi- 
cient to convince every hearer how well 
they are fuited to the defign of our prefent 
meeting. Redeeming love is certsunly the moft 
delightful of all themes to every real Chriftian. 
It is the immediate and direA obje£): of our con- 
templation in the Lord's fuppen This ordi- 
nance was inftituted to keep up the remembrance 
of the fufferings and death of Chrift, which 
was the great and finifhing proof of his love. 
How then can you attend on it in a more be* 
coming and dutifuH a more pleafant and defire* 
a^ble, or a more happy and ufeful frame of fpiriti 
than when your hearts are filled with a fenfe of 
the love of Chrift, and you find yourfelves dif> 
pofed to join, with a mixture of joy and won* 
der, in the doxology of the apoftle John, in the 
text. Unto him that loved usy and wajbed us from 
turjins in his tmin blood? 
The author of this book is ibmetimes ftyled 

the 
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%be dtfciple whom Jefus .hoed. Since, therefore^ 
it pleafed his tnaikcr to xiiftitiguilk him by the 
tendernefs of particular friendfhip, it b tio won- 
der that we find fo much of the delightful affec** 
tion of love in his ^ritings.^ In the beginning 
of this chapter, he gives an account of the ge- 
neral fubje£t and defign of the book of Revela* 
tion, the manner in which the difcoveries con- 
tained in it were made to him, and his fidelity 
in teftifying them to others. Then follows the 
apoftolic falutation to the feven churches in A- 
fia, which is a foletitn betiediftion, in name of 
all the perfons of the adorable Trinity : *< Grace 
^' be to yott, and peftcei from him which is, aod 
*' which w&s» ftisd whkrh is to come ;" (thaf \s, 
from God the F^tlver, tiM aAdem of day6, iifl^ 
mutable and etef n^]) ; ^ tod front the fevefi 
•* spirits which are before his throne'-/' (not t6 
detsoA yOte wkh ft erici^al stccouiM! of thji 
phnrfe, k nieain^thc HolyGhOft, fingleinhii 
perfbn, but muki^ied hi hi» gifts i the varievyv 
fulhiefs^ and perfeAioo iA wkich^ are denot^ 
by this forttv of estpreffioti) ^ "^ ^ ff on^ JffiM 
«« Ghrift, who vA 'the ibii^ul witAef^, and th4 
^ firft-begoifien frnm the dead, and th^ prinotf 
-^ of t^ kings of the eatth.*" To him you fetf 
lie gives three ifiufb^ioas diaradlers. 

I, The fakthful m^ine/s^. who caote from a^ 
tiote, and revealed tte whole wiH of God for 
our faivation^; who- being the eternal truths 
might be abfelufely depended on in the aecoUBi 
he was by the apof^le to commiinicate, of the 
grcjlt events- of Providence tOwai ds bis^ church 

and 
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and people. 2, Ithejirfthegotten from the dead, 
<ieclarcd to be the Son of God with power* hf 
hi* glorious rcfurrcftion and triumpli over the 
tiqg of terrors. And, 3. The Frince of the 
kings tf the eapth ; th^ is, tlie Lord of nature,^ 
to whom every prince and potentate muft be 
lubjeft, and to the ends of whofe providence, 
and ^ increaieof whofe kingdom, aH their 
fchemes of policy and conqucft fhaJI at laft be 
lubferwent. He then, with great propriety, ha- 
ving mentioned the name, and given a fliort 
view of the charafter of his blcfied Lord, lays 
hold of the opportunity to exprcfs his own aAd 
every other finner*s obligation to him in this 
fublime afcription, lf?ito him that loved us, and 
wajh^d us from our fins in his own bboif. 

To enter upon the confidcrauon of the love 
of Chrift in its foil extent, in its fource, its ex- 
preffions, and its effefts, even thofc ^hat arc 
fuggefted in the text, would far exceed the 
bounds of a fiogfe difcourfe. What I propofe, 
therefore, at tJxis time, in order to prepare 
your mindsj, and my own, for the felemn ac- 
tion before us, is only to colleft into one view 
fome of the great and general charaftcw of the 
love of Chrift, which are moft proper to excite 
our gratitude and praife ; and then to make fome 
praftical improvement of it, for your inftiiiftion 
and direfbion. 

L First, then, let us endeavour to point 
out fome of the great and general charafters of 
the love of Chrift. In this 1 fli.ill take care to 

Vol. !• L confine 
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confine myfelf to fuch views as are given of it 
in the holy fcripturcs. And every charadler gi- 
ven, of it there, we are both intitled and obliged 
to attend to, and improve, 

I . Firft of all, then, you may obferve, that 
It is ?si, ever lofting love, it took its rife in the 
eternal counfels of Heaven. This is a charac- 
ter given of the love ,of God to his people, 
Jer. xxxi. 3. ** Yea, 1 have loved thee with aa 
"*' cverlafling love : therefore with loving kind- 
" nefs have I drawn ♦hee." This expreflion \s 
often ufed with a double view, to fliew, on the 
one hand, its early, its original fource, and on 
the other, its perpetual ftability, and endlefs du- 
^•ation. Pf. ciii, 17. *• But the mercy of the 
** Lord is from everlafting to everlafting upon 
■*' them that fear him ; and his rigkteoufncfs un- 
^* to childrens children.'* If. liv. 7. 8. " For a 
"<* fmall moment have I forfaken thee, but with 
** ^reat mercies will I gather thee. In a little 
•«* wrath 1 hid my face from thee, for a moment; 
•** but with everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy 
'* on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer." Ha- 
ving cited thefe paflages of the Old Teftament, 
I muft juftify the application of them, by ob- 
ferving, that' ail the covenant-mercies of God 
^o man, in our prefent fallen ftate, are to be 
referred to the love of Chrift, as their price, 
their fource, and their fum. This is plain from 
innumerable paiTiges of fcripture : Eph. i. 4. 5. 
*' According as he bath chofen us in him, be- 
^* fore the foundation of the world, that we 
^^ihoulJ be holy, and ^without blame before 
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** him in love : having predeftinJited us lidto 
** the adoption of ckildi-en by Jefus Chrift to 
** himfclf, according CO- the good pleafure of hia 
•* will." Eph. iiiv ii^ ** According to the etcr- 
** nal purpofe which he purpofed in Chrift Jefus 
•*' our Lord.** For this reafon it is, amcngft 
ethers, that Chrift'is called, Rev. xlii. 8. " the 
** Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
•* world." 

• I confefs, my brethren, we are but ill ablo 
to underftand, or at leaft to meafure, the im- 
port of this truth. That the love of Chrift to 
finners, or of God in him, was from eternity. 
All our conceptions are foon loft, and fwallow- 
ed up, in what is infinite and boundlcfs. But 
liircly it affords matter for the decpcft and. 
Humbleft adoration^ a& well as for the higheft 
gratitude and joy. Does it not aft'ord matter 
for adoring wonder, that the plan for redeem* 
ing loft finners, and reftoring them to the obe« 
dience and enjoyment of God, was. the objeft 
of the divine purpofe from eternity ? It appears 
to be a vciy confpicuous part, or rather perhaps, 
we are wan-anted to fay, from the fcripture- 
revelation, that it is the chief pare of our ere* 
afor's will, to which every other part of his prp- 
vidence is fubordinate and fubfervient. Accor- 
dingly, in the very pjtffage where my text lies, 
the Redeemer fays,, ver. 8. •* Lam Alpha and 
•^ Omega, the beginning and the ending, faithi- 
** the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
** which is to come, the Almighty," Does not 
this lead us* to contemplate the glory of an in- 
L Z. fiaitCL; 
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finite Gody as it fliiaes in this everlaftii^ lav« ? 
Does 1^ nat alfo^affoM matter of gratitude to 
the bclkwDg foul, while he confiders evtry 
vefiel of mere}!; as concerned, b this eternidL 
purpofc .?? 

I am {enfiblc, roy brethren, there ma.f be art 
abufe and perverfioo of the doShine of ele£ti<Hi|^ 
if WQ think of it as independent of its fruits, 
and apply it fo. as to produce cither fccurity ae 
defpair.. But I defpife the wifdom of thofe per- ^ 
fi>ns who would eonceal this truth as dangcrousi 
which, it hath pleafed God diftinftly to reveah 
It is the root irhidi produccth the plant ; but it 
h the plant ^>liich dkcovvrs the root.. It is thOL 
fountain which produceth the ftreams ; but the 
il reams lead us to the fountain. Muft not the 
finncr who by faith has hid hoid on a crucr* 
fiedSavieuv,, and given tredit to tht woni of 
God in n preached goff»€l, coniider, with ad* 
miration, his name written in tbe beok cf ^e ^ 
the LdmbJIain from the fovndatim ^the ivtrld^ 
What delight will it give him ! What hoooar 
does it reflcA upon him, at the fame titnfe thac 
it defhoys the very foundation ofarrogaoct and) 
pride I This is the firft, and yet it is but one of 
many parts of the doftrineof fctlvaiion, which 
at once exjilcs and abafcs us ; raifes our ho}>£Sy 
^nd fofb&dfi «8 to gk>ry ; clothes «5 widi infinite 
honoiar, and yet difcovers us to be kfi than no-, 
thing : fo that we ma?^ lay vrkh the api^te 
Paul, afrev a view of the fiime fubjeft^ Rom. :^i.. 
33. *< O the depth of the riches both of the. 
*• wifdom and knowledge of God ! how na*. 

a fQajrchable. 
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** ftcircbable ii*e hk j«idgcfneii»s> . asd ^b wajt^ 
^* pftft iifidi^ out i" l^is leads itie ti> obferve,. 
2t Tla^t ibe k>teof Cbiift » fr^^^dtod unme*- 
ritsd loye» Tiiis is a ckrcuiaaftaQce that is ^fcarce^ 
i]r ever fepafated iram the account given of the. 
love of Cbrt& in rcri]>rur&.. It may.be foimded; 
even on' tlie infinite dtTprop ortioa between un- 
created excelleaee and 'created ureaknefs : Pr»- 
viii, 4i ^* What, is maa» that thou art in;ndfuiJi 
** of bisa ? and the foa of maa, that thou vi— 
*• fiteft him V Pf. cxliv, 3, <« Lord, what is^ 
*^ man^' that tttou takeft knowledge of him?' 
** or the f6n of mao^ that thou^makeft account: 
*• ofthimi" Nay, as if this were a truth of ihcj 
tttmoft nx)menc/ we haTe. it i^epcated. a third 
time in almoft the fame words ; Job vii. 17; 
*• What' is man, that thou fhouldft magnify^' 
" hl«m ? and that thou fliouldft fet thine heart 
** upon him?" But this is not all, nor indeed ^ 
the main thing to be attended to 5 . for: the love - 
of Cferift hath, for its objcft ihofc who were in,' 
aftual rebdllon againft God, tranfgrefTors of ' 
his holy law, . and liable to -the ftroke ot his ju— 
ftice. It was not only to exalt thcfe who weic: 
low, or. to fupply ihole who were needy, ihat^ 
Chrift came, hut to deliver thofe who- were ap^ 
pjointed to death : John iii. 1 6-» " God fo loved I 
•' the worlds that he gi^ve his only begotten; 
'•Son, that whofoever believcth on him, ihouldi 
** notperifh, but have. evcrlafting life." Rom.. 
vi 8 • '< But God commendeth his love towai^ds ; 
^ QS, in ihkt while we were yet finnei-Sj Qiiriftk 
^' diedw&r us*" Eph. ii. 4, 5. ** But God,, 
L.,3 ••^-WiJUa> 
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" who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
** wherewith he loved us, even when we were' 
•* dead in fins, hath quickened us together widi 
" Chrift, (by grace ye are laved.)" The fame 
thing indeed is clearly intimated in the words of 
our text. Unto him that loved us, and luajhed ut 
from our fins in his own blood. It is on this ac-- 
ccunt in particular that falvation, according tor 
the gofpel, is faid to be free, and of grace, that 
is to fay, an aft of unmerited and voluntary 
kindnefe, which the finner had no title to de- 
mand : Rom. ill. 23. 24. 25. ** For all have 

finned, and come fhort of the glory of God ; 
" being juftified freely by hb grace, thro' the re- 
•* demption that is in Jefus Chrift : whom God 
V hath fet forth to be a propitiation through 
•* faith in his blood, to declare his rightcouf- 
** nefs for the remiffion of fins that are paft, 
** through the forbearance of God." 

Believe ir, Chriftians, this is the proper exer- 
cife of mercy; and here the divine mercy fhines 
and reigns. Without this, k is not obfcured' 
only, but annihilated or deftroyed. Bur, oh ! 
what a view does this give us of the love of 
Chrift ! What an impreflion will his love make 
on kVi thofe who are truly convinced of their 
guilt and wretchednefs ! This is the very hinge 
upon which the whole doftrine of falvation 
turns. 1 hope you are not difpofed to make a- 
ny oppofition to it. But, alas ! it is not fufficient 
to have learned it^s a fcience, to have been taught 
it as making a part of the Chriftian faith ; it is 
another matter to have a real and perfonal can- 
viftion of it upon the heart. Why b the love 

of 
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of Chrift fo cold a fubj^^t to the generality of 
the world, but beeaufe they have no fenfe oF 
their guilt and mifery ? 1 am even afraid, that 
many of the zealous advocates for this truth- 
have but little experience of its power, an^ live 
but little under the inEuence of it in their prac- 
tice. Where indeed is the perfon to be found; 
who does full: judice to the Saviour, and confix* 
ders his love as wholly unmerited and free ?• 
The moft evangelical expreilions do often con* 
fiOr wi^ the moft kgal and felf- righteous afiec« 
tions. Let me try, however; before I leave 
thb particular, if I can make you underftand it, 
even though you Ihould not feel it. Suppofc 
any of you were upon the moft deliberate and 
compofed refleftion, upon the moft particular 
and clofe examination, fenfible that you juftly 
dcferved to be banilhed from the divine prefence, 
and caft into evcrlafting fire; and that your' 
blefled Saviour, when there was no other way 
to prevent it, did fave you by the facrifice of 
himfelf ; tell me, what would you not owe to 
him? what words would you findto expi^efs 
your love to him, or your fenfe of his love tO' 
you ? There have been fome convinced finners' 
fb rivettcd, if 1 may fpeak fo, to this circum- 
f^ance, that they could find little other way of 
meafuring the love of Chrift, but by looking in- 
to themfelves ; and to whom indeed it has been ' 
enough to illuftrate the greatne(s of his mercy 
that they were not conlumed. To this add, 

3. The love of Chrift is unfolicited love. It 
took its rife, not from thofe who ftood in need 
of it, but from him who bcftowcd it. It was 

not 



Uttt th6 eft£t of our €tfn«ft impbktttBtt}^* btit of/ 
Bb oWn infinite merqr. Thk il a circumftancd 
vrhioh n^ ougk€ bf- no^i&eaai to omiti as wt- 
fifed it particukiiy caktti notice of in fcripturex; 
I Jbhti iy. lo. *<'H^diQ islieVe».noc thtt we loved'. 
** Godi but.thtilt he loved uS5> dnd fent his£oa« 
<*'to be thb propttiatioA ^diir (im ;" and in tiid; 
ik^kie. chftpten verft €^% '' We lov£ hinii bt- 
** caafe he firft loved us*" It it natural to ex« 
pe£k^ that thofe who^ are iA Hl4f(bi7 fliCuld tol* 
ph>re the dMltott of thofe #ho are able to re- 
lieve them. Or lhsk«(lie(e vtho have hetn in tl^ 
o8e6ce (hoUkt'hurabU themfelns^ before thoie. 
i^o have it in their f^wer to punifh, or to for- - 
give tkcm. But k v^ts quite o|fa€i*wiie kere«, 
The love of Ghrift difcovered itfelf, when we 
w^fe in open rebellk^n igakift. him ; or» iti the. 
words of ihi^-flpoffle Paul, Kom* v. lo* ** Wrhile- 
^ we weite enemies^ we were seconciled to Ood^' 
" by the death of his Son." 

This afibrda us at once an ilhiftratiGn oft the 
Ibveof Chriil) and a moving picture of otCr* 
oWn deplor&V)k and gnilty (late. Therois feme-- 
thing infinitely mei^ nobk and geiterQus in ex* 
tending mercy, to the miferable wiihottt vaiiidg.. 
for their requeft, than when it is hardly procu- 
fed,. or as it wei^ extorted,, by importunity aQd<r 
iblicitation* And does it not pretent u& with a: 
melaticholf profpe^ of our natural (l}ate> thatf 
we are not only unworthy to receive, but un* 
willing toaCk for mercy \ I defire, fny.hrethpe&^, 
that you tna^ not confider this as only relating, 
to maakiad ingfaeral^ and the. voluntary pur- 
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pofe of grace and ncrqr from 2^yt ki their £r- 
xowr^ but as what makes a part of the experience 
of every particular convert. As the offer of 
mercy is made to him-freelj, fo he will and rauft 
be feniible how cold and unthankful a reception 
be hath often giv^n to the propofal. He will be 
feniible what refiftance he hath often made to 
the delign of the gofpel ; what exception he hath 
taken at the terms of it ; and with how* much 
difficulty he was at laft induced to comply with 
it. I am perfuaded there are few circumftanceft 
in the love of Chrift that are more, affecting to a 
believer, than to remember his own obftinacy, 
when a fianer, smd his badBLwardneis to accept 
of the invitations of the JSaviour. After he hath 
refted his hope on the divine mercyv ^fter he hath 
been made wUiing in a day of divine power, and 
hath obtained fome comfortable evidence of the 
iVmt favour, how doea he tremble at the 
thoughts of his former refiftance I how does 
he wonder at the patiaice of God» and adore 
thM viAorious love, whkh ftormed his heart, ae 
well as paki the price of his redemption I 

We find this {particularly the cafe with thofe 
who having been for a feafoa remarkably profli^ 
gate, are faved as brands from the buraiag. 
They cannot help recoUe&iog their foitner cooi* 
dition, their profane madnefs) and wonderiog^ 
with a muiture of graftitude end fear, that thej^ 
were not cut off in their wick«deefs> and i»ade 
mooutnents of divine vengeance. fW from de- 
firing a fhsire in the love of Chrift* they were: 
perhaps doing their utcmoft in eoatcmpt of his* 
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name, and in oppofition to his inicreft. Yet^ 
Rom. X. 20. ** was he found of them that 
*^ fought him not, and made manifeft to them 
" that afked not after him :" they were power* 
fiilly though fweetly conftrained to return tcr 
God through him. 

4. The love of Chrift is a diftinguijbing lovcj 
which muft neccffarily and greatly inhance the 
obligation of thofe who are the objedts of 
it. When one perfon is pafled by, and another 
is chofcn, either to be delivered from impending^ 
danger, or»to be made partaker of extraordina>* 
ry bleflings, the lofs or fuffering of the one^ 
feems to fet off the fiiperior happinefs of, or the 
favour beflowed upon the other. To apply 
this to the fubjcftwe are now upon, there is 2. 
double diftin£bion pointed out in fcrijpture ; one 
of our nature, in oppofition- to the fallen angels ; 
and the other^ of particular perfons, as the vef- 
fcls of mercy. 

(i.) There is an evident diftinAion between 
our nature and that of the fallen angels : Hcb^ 
ii. 16. *• For verily he took not on him the na- 
•* ture of angels ; he took on him the feed of 
** Abraham.** 2 Pet. iii 4. *^ God fpared nor 
" the angels that finned, but caft them down^ 
** to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
^ darknefs, to be referved unto judgement." 
I am fenfible, that upon this fubjeft we may^be 
fbmetimes in danger of fpeaking with impro- 
priety, efpecially if we pretend to afiign the rea- 
ibns of God's procedure any further than he 
b^th been [^leafed himfelf explicitly to reveal^ 

tbero. 
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tfa6tn. There caa be no doubt that the Lord 
of ally God injGinitely wife, had the bed reaibns 
for his conduA, the znoft noble and excellent 
purpofes in view in every thing that he ordain- 
ed ; but they X<6 not difcovered to us» and , 
perhaps they ar£ above our compreheniion. 
The fingle point we are called to attend to, is 
. the dlftinftion infinitely gracious which is made 
in our favour, A Saviour is provided for us, a 
mercy infinite in itfelf, and the more highly to 
be prized, that (Jude, verl^ 6.) the angels, our 
fellow-creatures, '* who kept not their fir ft e- 
" ftate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
*• referved in everlafting chains under dark* 
" nefs, unto the judgement of the gi*eat day/* 
If we fhould attempt a comparifon between our- 
felves and thefe fpirits of higher order, we 
could find no ground of px'eference in our own 
favour ; perhaps we fhould find many things 
that might feem to operate a contrary way ; but 
it is fafeft, in humility and gratitude to fay with 
the pfalmift, Pfal. cxv. 3. ** Our God is in the 
** heavens, he hath done whatfoevcr he plca- 
'* fed." 

(2.) But this is not all ; there is alfo a diftinc- 
tion of particular perfons as the veflcls of mer- 
cy. Since 1 am introducing this fubjeft, to pre- 
vent miftakes, 1 muft obfcrve, that every fin- 
ner qf the race of Adam who fhall pcrifh eter- 
nally, fhall alfo pcrifh moft joftly ; his blood 
flialllie at his own door, and he flialljje found 
guilty of rejefting the counfel of God againft 
himl^lf. At the fame time, all who are cffec- 

.tually 
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tuaHy bronght to the faving knowledge . of God 
through Chrift, (hall be obUged to confcft, that 
Aey were brought in by almighty pow^r, or, 
in the language of the Holy Ghpft, i Pet. i. a. 
that they arc •* cleft according to the foreknow- 
*♦ ledge of God the Father, through fan^fifica- 
♦* tion of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprink- 
•' ling of the blood of Jefus Chrift.'* 

On thb, as pn the former brapch of this 
head, it may be obferved, thait we muft not pre- 
fume to penetrate into the unfearchable depth of 
the divine counfels ; but at thf lame time it muft 
be remembered, that we arc not permitted, and 
cannot pretend, to find the reafbns of preference 
in ourlclvcs \ for no flcfii may glory in his pre- 
fence. God in many paflages ailerts his owa 
fovcreignty and pcrfedl liberty in the diftribu* 
tion of his grace : Rom. ix. 15. 16. «* For he 
^* iaith to Mofcs* I will have mercy on whom 
^< I wiU have mercy, and 1 will have compaiBoa 
** on whom I wiU have compaOion. So tlien 
** k is. not of him that willeth. nor of him thac 
^* runneth, but of God that fheweth nercy.'- 
And again, in the i&th Tcrfe, *^ Therefore hath 
^' he mercy on whom he will have mercy* and 
«< whom he will he hardcncth." Nothing can 
cbc hwrd^, indeed, than fo^r the proud aA4 
codraal mind to bow before th^e fovevetgaty ol 
God ; yet nothing is n>ore ^vkicnt» than that 
the deftiaat^on of the veileU of mercy deth not 
pcQceed i^0n the ordinary grouada of humaa 
eftimation^ Na^, there feems to be an eacprefi 
defiga to flain the pride of all human glory : 

1 Ck>r. 
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1 Cor. i. 26. 27. '* For, you fee your calling, 
*• brethren, how that not many wife men after 
-<* the flefli, not many mighty, not many noWc 
*^ are called. But God hath*chofen the foolifh 
^'' things of the world, to confound the wife ; 
** and God hath chofen the weak things of the 
** world, to confound the things which arp 
•* mighty,^' Experience daily illufl rates this ; 
for while we fee fome brought to an entire fub- 
miffion to the gofpel, ,and an obedient conformi- 
ty to th< wiil of God, we fee many of equal, or of 
greater rank, of equal or of greater ability and 
endowments of min^,and favoured withcqualor 
fyperior advantages and opportunities of inflruc- 
tion, who yet continue to bear the marks of 
reprohaiion. The feme merties difpofc one to 
thankfulnefs, and infpire another with pride». 
ThjB fame trials will foften one heart* and hard- 
en another. Ail tjiis our Redeemer makes thje 
fubje^t of a folemn thankfgiving to God, Luke 
X. 21. "- In that hour Jcfus rejoiced in fp?rit, 
" and faid, I thank thee, O Fatlitfr, Lord of 
" heaven and earth, that thou haft hid thefe 
«* things from the wife and prudent, and haft 
** revealed them unto babes : even fo. Father, 
" for fp it feemed good in thy .fight.'* Who 
that believes, in this ^ffembly, will prefume tp 
take the leaft part of the honour of it 10 him- 
fdf, or will refufe to adore the d'ftlnguifliinff 
love of God ? And how often muft thofe who 
bear the mefiage of peace be obliged to feck the 
caufe of an unfuccefsful gofpel in the counfels 
of the Moft High ? 2 Cor. iv. 3^ ** But if our 
Vol. I. M " gofpel 
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** gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that arc loft : 
*• in whom the god of this world hath blinded 
*' the minds of them which bchevt not, left the 
** light of the gloVious gofpd of Chrift, who , 
" is the image of God, fliould fhine unto 
*• them/^ 

5, The love of Chrift was an expevftve love. 
So great a deliverante would have called for the 
moft humble an4 thankful acknowledgement, 
though it had been as much without price to 
the Saviour as to the finner.^ But oh I my 
brethren, how far was it otherwifc ! and 
what fhall we think or fay of the love of Chrift, 
when we confider how much it coft him to pro- 
cure falvaiion for us ! when we confider the 
depth of his humiliation, the v;iriety, the conti- 
nuance, and the greatnefs of his fufferings ! 
You cannot but be fenfible how frequent men- 
tion is made of this in fcriptui'e, or rather how 
fdJom it is omitted when the love of Chrift is 
introduced at all. It js the circumftance parti- 
cularly pointed at in tlie text, Unto him that lo- 
ved us, and wajhed us from our fms in his owti 
blood. The fame thing appears from the other 
doxologies, or afts of worfhip to the Saviour, 
which are contained in this book, as Rev. v. 9. 
«« And they fung a new fong, faying. Thou art 
** worthy to take the book, and to open the 
** leals thereof : for thou waft flain, and haft 
** redeemed us to God by thy blood." It ap- 
pears alfo, from the freqyent mention of the 
crofs ot Chrift, on which his fufferings were 
x:ompleted. Nay, of fo much moment was this, 

that 
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that k fcenas to have made the fum.of the go- 
fpcl, as preached by the apoftles : i Cor. ii. 2. 
" For I determined not to know any thing a- 
•* mong you, fave Jefus Chrift, and hiai cruci- 
fy iied." 

The fufferiDgs of Chrift, then, ought to be 
ever prefent to the mind of the believer. The 
ncceflity and importance of this is plain from 
both the ieah of the covenant of grace. The 
water in baptifm reprefents the blood of Chritl ; 
and we are told, Rom.vi. j. •* Know ye not,. 
*•- that fo many of us as were baptized into Jc- 
** fus Chrirt, were baptized into his death."' 
The in{^itutioi> of the Lord's fupper alio had* 
the remembrance of €hrift's fufierings as its di^ 
TtOi and immediate intention : i Cor. xi. 24.. 
2*5. 26; ^ And when He had given thanks, he 
•* brak€ it, and faid. Take, eat ; this is my bo- 
•* dy, which is broken for you : this do in re- 
** membrance of me. After the fame manner' 
". alfo he took the cup, when he had Tupped, 
** faying, This cop is the new teftament in my 
** blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
** remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat* 
**- this bread, and drinfc this cup, ye do fhew 
** the Lord's death till he come." Remember, 
then, Chriftians, how he left the throne of his - 
♦glory, and took upon him the form of a fer- 
vant. Remember him dcfpifed and rejeftcd of 
men, a man of forrows, and acquainted with 
grief. His life indeed was one continued fcene ' 
of forrow,<from the cradle to the grave. 
* > Lhope tlie particulars of his fufiirings are notr 
M.2. ftrangerffi> 
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ftrangers to your meditations ; may the Lord 
enable you to contemplate them with- faith and 
love. Remember hi&agoay in the garden, when 
he fuftered from his Father's hand ; For " ii 
'' pleafed the Lord to bruiie him, and to put 
" him to grief." Think, O Chriftian, what it 
was to redeem a loft world, when you hear him 
faying, as in John xii. 27. '* Now is my foul 
** troubled ; smd what fliall I fay ? Father, fave 
'' me from this hour : but for this caufe eame 
'* I unto this hour." Remember him feized by 
the treachery of one of his own difciples } accu-* 
fed and arraigned as a felon; dragged to the 
tribunal of an unrighteous judge ; clothed witH 
a purple robe, and crowned with thorns in de-< 
riflon of bis kingly office ; feverely fcoiirged y 
blindfolded, buffeted, and fpit upon; and the 
whole indeed fo conducted Jby the righteoui^ per^ 
niilion and unfeen direAion of divine provi- 
dence, that hardly any exprcflion> either of 
cruelty or contumely, was omitted. Ccafe t<j- 
wonder^ my dear friends, that profati^ wretchesf 
deride the ,£gns of ^is fufferings, when you 
remember, that the blinded rabble atteiiding the 
important trial were permitted to infuk htmj^ 
flying, •* Prophefy unto us, thou Chrift, #h6 \i 
•' he that fmote thee." 

Remember him going forth without th< - 
camp, bearidg his reproach. Remember th»t 
fpodefs viftim, the Lamb of God, ftretchcd up- 
on a crofs, and nailed to the atfcvrfed ^tt^ whUe 
he fufTered all that the extremhy of bodily pahi^ 
and the moft unutterable anguifli of f|lirit, eduid 

poffibly 
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ffOffiMf uoSiA upHEm ^n inttocetx^vtixyirt. No 
WpiKkt* thisc the eafth did (hfiike, that the rocks 
^$ett refit^aad th^ nattitd fda reFufed to give 
Ml rtgbt, whert tht SiMi of Righteoufnefe was ^ 
dfeder fi» gfeat an c<:lif)fr» Did the Saviour- 
^ti wiUn^j^ f^bmit to all this pain : and igno- 
dimy.fot out HAiesf. Wiis not this the moft: 
•inpenfivelove; a<kdtan we rcfiife to fay with. 
tli6 mttliitode bl the heavttily hoft. Rev. t; 12. . 
••Worthy isf the Lamb that was flain, to irc- 
•< oftivfe power, and riches, > and wifdom, andi i 
*- fti!eAgth, and honour^, and .glory^ iand blef- 

6. The lolft^ ^ Ghiift v»as the moft generous - 
imd AJtnterefiedSxy^. The Ibpppfition or fufpi* 
6ion of any intcrefted views in what one perlbft 
does for another^ nay, even: the poffibility of 
hb ftrvittg any ptirppfe of his Own- at the fame 
time, greatly abates ahe.vaiiwe of any favour, . 
and feflens the fenfe of obligatioti. But no* 
Aing of this kind can be (b inuch as imagined > 
here. It was giving to thofe from whom he 
could receive- nothing, and emptying hknfelf of 
fhat glory, to whidi th^ whole creation could not ' 
make. any> addition.^ The truth is, we ought to - 
fconfider in. the fame light every, other mercy off 
€red, as well as the< love of Chrift hisSony. 
Which was the fihjrce of them aH : Job Jtxii. a. - 
^*4, " Cianamanbe profitable unto God, as 
** he that is wife may be. profitable unto him* 
»* feff ? Is it any pleafure to the Almighty, that i 
'* "thotx art righteous? or is it gain to him, that^ 
^'tboumAcft thy ways perfca? Will he re-. 
M 3^, ••* proye«T 
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** prove thee for fear of thee? will he xmer 

V with ihee into judgement?" And to the 
«5 fame purpofc, Job xsxv, 5. 6. 7. 8. «* Look 
'' unto the heavens^ and fee» and behold the- 

V clouds, which are higher than thou. If 
'/ thou finnefty what doft thou againft him ? 

V or if thy tranfgreffions be multij^ied, what 
*^ doft thou unto him ? If thou be righteous^ 
'' what giveft thou him ? or what receiveth he 
" of tliioe hand '? • Thy wickednefs may hurt a 
*' man as thou art, and thy righteoufnefs may 
*< profit the fon of man." The cflential glory 
and happinels of the Deity, and confequently of 
tlie Eternai JVord^ can receive no addition, nor 
fuffer the fmalleft diminution, from the ftate of 
any, • or of all his creatures^ He was infinitely 
happy in himfelf from all eternity, before there 
was man or angel to fcrve hin;x> and would 
have continued fo though they had never been. 
How infinitely then are we indebted to this ge- 
nerous Saviour I with what gratitude ought we 
to celebrate his pure and difinterefted love, who 
-gracioufly interpofed in our behalf, and deli- 
vered us from the wrath of God» by bearing it 
in our room ! 

' 7. In the laft place, the love of Chrift was a 
moft fruitful^ aBivCy and beneficent love. The 
efi:e6ts of it are unfpeakably great ; the bleffings 
which we reap from it are not only infinite in 
number, but ineftimabje in value. They arc 
indeed almoft as valuable as their price was 
coftly. It wa3 not to be fuppofed, that fo great 
a perfon would be employed upon a trivial 

work. 
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work; 6r an infiaite prict paid for an inconfi^ 
derable purchafe. But how/ my brethren, fhall 
we form any adequate codception of the bene- 
fits that flow from our Redeemer's death ? ^11 
that is necefTary for us, all that is defireable to 
US, all that is truly precious in\ itfelf,. is effec* 
tually made ours: Rom. viii. 32, /*»He that 
** fpared not his own Son, but delivered him 
** up for us all, how fhall he not with him alfo 
f* freely give us all things ?" i Cor. i.. 30. 
** But of him are ye in Chrift JefuSj who of 
*' God is made unto us wifilom, and righteouf-^ 
5< nefs, and fandlification, and redemptiqn,*' 

. (1.) We are through Chrift delivered from 
condemnation : Rom. viii. i .. '* There is there- 
'* fore now no condemnation to them which are 
<' in Chrift Jefua, who walk not after the flefh, 
** but after the Spirit." Do you know any thing 
of a fenfe of guilt ? Does your creator's power 
and greatnefs ever make you afraid'4 Have you 
trembled at the approach of the king' of ter- 
rors ? or of that day of righteous judgement, 
when God ihall render to every man according 
to his works ? Chrift our Saviour hath deliver- 
ed us ** from the wrath to come." This is the 
firft ground of the apoftle's afcription in the text : 
Unto him that loved us, and wajbed us from our 
Jins in his own blood. Hear alfo the apoftle's 
triumphant afiurance, Rom. viii» 33. 34. "Who 
'* fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's e- 
<< leA ? It'isGodthat juftifieth: who is he that 
** condemneth ? It is Chrift that died* yea ra^ 
^ ther, that is rifen again, who is even at the 

«* right 
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(2.) Through Chrift tftelMriev^r bafiured, thar 
]^€ (hail ce€eiT€ everything that is neceffiiry fef- 
liim in hit paflage ^rong^ the worlds The Spi^ < 

rk k ^vcbafed and beftowed to kad huB> into^ 
aU truth,' apd to (and^ hitn whoUjr. Ghriff: 
did not fatisfy himfelf #ith coHcening our. guilty. 
but made effe&ual prot iAon for the renovation^ 
ef our nature. The Spirit k alfo given a^ a fpU^ 
ill of eonfehitioo* He is ftjlcd tl» Oam/otter^. 
who iball <iMfc "viHi \Asfatt6^: Without en^ 
larglng at thii thue on^ she eotilife^s of the go- 
%el, tbej are fiiffidentif tumn^ndtfd iti the fol-' 
lowing words of the ajK)0:le, ShiL i1^ 7. *? And 
*« the paaca of God which pa&th ^l Ufi^r-< 
^ ftandiog, Ifaali keep youir hearts and tniads- 
<< Uirough Chrtftjefas.'' To ^hefe add a fane- 
tified-proi»ideace» As tnauy. as are recoticiled tb 
God thrdugh^ Chvift, fsay reft iatisfiedthat all 
clungs ihall. wxirk together for their good. Tlxe 
znoft oppofite ^events, profperity and adveiiity, 
faeakh and fickaefs) honour aad reproach, nay, 
eyary thing wnhout eatceptioD) {hall be fubfer^ 
vtent to their intereft : i ^<yc. rk. 1\. 12, 23. 
^* For all things are yours 1 whether Paul, or 
<* A|K>ilo$i or Cephas,, or the world, or life, 
<^ Or deaths or things^prefent, or things to come ; 
*< all are yours ; and ye are Cbrift*s; and Chrift 
« is God's," 

(3.) Through Chrift the believer isintided to 
everlafting glory and happinefs m the enjoyment 
^ God to all eternity* This was amobg the laft 

things 
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things he told his difciples before hef left the 
world : John xiv. 2. 3. " In my Father's honfe 
** are many manfions ; if it were not fo, I would 
** have told you : I go to prepare a place for you. 
*' And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
** wiH come again, and receive you unoor myfelf^ 
** that where • I am, there ye may be atfo.'* 
You are this day to commemorate your Re^ 
deemer» who died once upon a crofi, but wha 
has now been many ages upon a throne t Rev^ 
i. 18. '* I am he that liveth, and wdidead ; and 
*< behold, I am alive for evermore, Ametl ; and 
*• haVe the keys of bell and death." Ha is M^ 
to make his ^ithfttl difcipkxs Ibi&te tkdi too- 
querors ovct- all their fpititual eiiemitfi; 6r, a» it 
a expreflbd in die ptfOage whei« the teitt li^s^ hd 
will make them khigsoMd prills n Gwi dhdhu 
Father, In the pafiage immediately preceding 
the text, he is called the £rft begermen from- the 
dead ; and eUewhere we are told, that the order 
of the refiurreaion is» '< CSbrift the firft Iruks, 
*' and afterwards they that are Ghrift^s at his co^ * 
'' ming;'' It &all b^h finirh aad illuftrsKe hh 
love wh€ti he ftaH tdiie them^ thai deep iti the 
ddft } when he *' fkstll change ^ik vHe bodies, 
'« that they may b6 foiMcided TAt unto hi^ owft 
«* glorioirs body, according to the working 
" whei»€fby he is able to fnbdue aflt things uttto 
" Wiftfelf/' At prcfent, how iitsjieff^a are but 
difcovdritfe i how weak ind feeble dtif (?once];$- 
thMiS! ho# et^ld ahd langnid our aia^^aions ! 
Now' wt* ** fee through a glafs darkly, but Aett 
•* htt to fate." d how jofftil to evefy bcHcver 

the 
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the deliverance from a ftate of fuffering tempta- 
tion and ila, and the poileifion of perfect holi- 
nefs and unchangeable happinefs ! And O how 
great the oppofition of the future to the prefent 
ftate ! No more ftruggling with the evils of life : 
No more.perplejiity or anxious care for food and 
raiment; no morediftreis from fkkneis or pain; 
no prifons-nor oppreiibrs there ; no liars nop 
flanderers there ; no complaints of an evil heart 
there, but the moft pcrfcfl: fecurity of ftate, and 
moft unremitted vigour of affeAion. How ihall 
the ranfomed of the Lord then fing their Redeem- 
er's praife ! Rev. i. 5. 6. «* Unto him that loved' 
^' us, and waihed us from our fins in his owa> 
** blood, and hath made us kings and prxefts un- 
*' to God and his Father ; to him be glory ancL 
** dominion for ever and ever» Amen J*^ 

II. I proceed now to make fome pra^cal 
improvement of what hath been faid. And, 

I. Let me intrcat every perfon in this houfe 
to make the following obvious reflexion : If fo 
great are the obligations of believers. to the love- 
of Chrift, how dreadful muft be the condition 
of thofe who die in their iins \ The one Of thefe 
explains and illuftrates the other. The believer 
can owe but little, if the deliverance is not great. 
I have been lately fpeaking of the happinefs of 
the ele<ft of God» 1%, being freed from the mi- 
feries of the prefent ftate ; but, oh ! unhappy 
they who fhall depart from this life unreconci- 
led to God : ** He that believcth on the Son 
^^ bath cvjerlafting life j, but he that believeth. 

" not. 
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** not on the Son, fhall not fee life, but the 
*« wrath of God abidcth on hitn." When the 
heirs of glory " fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, 
«' and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father,*' 
the unbalicving and impenitent (hall be caft in- 
to the lake of fire, ** where the fmoke of their 
** torment afcendeth up for ever and ever." I 
^efire to p«t you in mind of this, under the 
impi*effion of this important truth, That nothing 
but the fovereign grace of God can make the 
warning effeftual ; and therefore befeoching 
him to accompany it with the powerful opera- 
don of his Holy Spirit. At the fame time, I 
affure you, that if you rejeft the counfcl oiF 
God agataft yourfelves, your blood fhall be 
upon your own heads. Do not pretend to fay, 
«* If it' depends upon eleftion, and almighty 
<* grace is neceflary, all our endeavours will be 
*« vain." Secret things belong only to God. 
His purpofe is not more unchangeable than his 
pi-omife is faithful. Nay, though you may not 
be able to fee it, nor I to explain it, they are 
perfeftly confident the one with the other. He 
will be jufi 'when he fpeaketh, and clear when he 
judgeth ; and therefore give heed to the exhor- 
tation, not in my words, but in the words of 
the Holy Ghoft, Phil; ii. 12. 13. *« Work out 
«• your own falvation with fear and trembling, 
*• For it is God which worketh in you, both to 
** win and to do of his good pleafure." 

Know, I befecch you, your own mercy. 
The neceflity is urgent, and the time is uncer- 
tain. Wltb what propriety may the words of 

the 
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ihc apoftle be tuldi^flJbd to e^erj pitrfbo in eve- 
rj iuu^tiooy afid ia e^eiy age ! ^ Cof. vi, i. 2. 
" Wc then as workers togcthisr with hbo, be- 
** fccch you alfi>» that yc rcccwc not .Ac grace 
«< ic^ God m vaip : for be £itiib, I bave beard 
•* thee in a tiwe g^cefKcd, aqd in ibc day of fal- 
^' vatjofi hawie I f^ccopred thee ; bdicjJd, now 
<< is d^ accepted time ; beboUy ^^m is tbe day 
•• ofv falyation." Happy tbey wbo fiiU bear the 
joyful Toupd ! IJjappy tfcc finner wbp is not 
y^t gpne ^p bis own place ! FJeje, ftee ^ your 
ftrpng bpld^ ye prifopers of ibopeu Cbnfider 
|be aggrAvat)ied giuUt,and fe^en-^d condcmna- 
^ipn of defpiii^s of tbe goi^L A)l tbat yoa 
have begrd of ihe love of Chrift fersres to ibew 
the d,anger of his enemies. Read tbe woi^ 
ioun^iatdy foUoving the aTcriptioQ of flrhich 
the texjt j^ a part« <Kcr. 7.) : ** Behold, he co* 
" XReth wijh ^loud$ ; giid every eye fliall fee 
** hxcoLf ^ad th^.ftlib whkh pierced him : and 
** all kindj'^s of tbe earth fhall wail faecaufe of 
'^bim.'' Read ^fo tbia awful de&ription* 
Jlev. vi. 14. 15. 16. 17. -*« Asid the i^eaven de*- 
'^ par,ted as afcrpU wh$n jtjis colled together.^ 
'< ;)od ey^ 9\9\ifHai«i a^d :iibAd .were xno«e4 
•'^^o;it.pf their ^1^^$ : a«r4 the kings of the, 
** earth, and the grfat.iixea4 .aod tJae richnien^ 
** and the cbjef q^ptal^s, a^d the mighty men, 
'** aqd every t)ond-iaikn, and every &©e-man, hid 
'< themfelves in ><;he dt^ and in the x odes of 
^' jtlLe mojuQ^aiQs ; and faid <0 (he mountains 
^ Wd rpcks, FaU pn -^s, and bide us from the 
^i»Qe^)f ti^il^d^ Ait^tOn the ibrooe, Aod 
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•* from the wratli of the Lamb : for the great 
•* day <rf his wrath is tome 5 and who fliall be 
•* able to ftaod V* Mark this extraordinary ex* 
preflioD) the -wrath ef the Lamb, that' meek- 
t& and gentleft of aU creatures ; teaching tis^ 
that his former meeknefs> and patience* and 
fuSering, ihall inflame and exafperate his fu- 
ture vengeance. Could I condudl you to the ^ 
gates of the infernal prifon^ I am perfuaded 
you would hear Judas Ifcariot, and all other 
ti'eachcrous difciples, crying out, ' O that 

* Chrift had jacvcr come in the flefli ! The 

* thunders of Sinai would have been lefs ter- 

* riWe. The frowns of Jefus of Nazareth are 

* infopportable, O the dreadful, painful, and 

* uncommon wrath of a Saviour on the judge- 

* ment-feat V — The Lord fpeak confolation to 
his own people, and [Merce the hearts of his e* 
nemies, that they may be brought to repent* 
ance. 

2. You may learn from what has been faid, 
that the great and leading motive to obedience 
under the gofpcl is a deep and grateful fenfe of 
redeeming love. This runs through the whole 
writings of the New Teftament. It binds dxc 
believer to' his duty ; it animates him to dili* 
gence ; k fills him with comfoit: 2 Cor. v. 14, 
1 5. " For the love of Chrift conftraineth us^ 
*' becaufc we thus judge, that if one died for 
*' all, then were all 4ead : and that he died for 
•** all, that they which live, fhould not hence- 
^* forth live unto thcmfclves, but unto him 
** which died for them, and rofeagain^'* GaL it. 

Vox.. I. N 19* 
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19. 20. " For I through the law am dead to the 
^* law, that I might live unto God* I am era- 
'* cifled with Chrift : neverthelefs I live j yet 
^' not I, but Chrift liveth in me : and the life 
'• which 1 now live in the flefh, I live by the 
'< faith of the Son of God« who loved me^ and 
*' gave himfelf for me." That thb motive will 
have the xnoft powerful influence on the believer's 
conduA, is evident both from reafon and expe* 
rience. No principle takes a fafter hold of the 
human heart than gratitude for favours recei- 
ved. If the mercies be cordially accepted, and 
highly efteemed, which is certainly the cafe 
here^ nothing can withftand its influence. It 
reconciles the heart to the moft difficult duties ; 
nay, it even difpofes the believer to court the 
opportunity of making fome flgnal facrifice, in 
ceftimony of his attachment. Loye fincere and 
fervent overcomes all difficulties ; or rather in- 
deed it changes their nature, and makes labour 
and fuffiring a foutce of delight and fatisfaflion. 
Let but the Saviour's intereft or honour fcem 
to be concerned, and the believer, who feels 
how much he is indebted to him, will chearful- 
ly embrace the call, and fet no bounds to his 
compliance. This fliows how much beauty and 
force there is in our Lord'ls manner of recom-~ 
mending love and compaflion to our fellow^ 
creatures, Matth, xxv. 40* ** And the King 
** fliall anfwer, and fay unto them, Verily I fay 
«« unto you, In as much as ye have done it un- 
«* to one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye 
** have done it unto nae." But to what pur- 
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pofe do I dwell upon this fubjeft ? for a fenft 
of redeeming love is not only the moft power- 
ful motive to every other duty, but is itfelf the 
poflcffion and exercife of the firft duty of the 
moral law, as well as the fum and fubftance of 
I evangelical hoHnefe, viz. the love of God. 

The firft fi©, by which our nature fell, was a 
diftruft of and departure from God ; and the 
, malignity of every fin we continue to commie, 

confifts in giving that room in the heart ta 
fomething elfe> which \9 due only to God. A 
fenlc of redeeming love, therefore, expels the e- 
nemy, and makes op the tweach, as thereby the 
1 love of Cod is fhed abroiid in our hearts^ 

3. You may fee, from what has been faid^ 
the ndceffity of a particular application of the 
I truths of the gofpel to ourfelves, and the re- ^ 

I Kance of every believer upon them as the foun- 

dation of his own hope. I have fometimes had 
eccafiofl to obferve to yoUr that it i* very doubt?- 
ful, whether any perfon can fo much as ap- 
prove in his judgement the truths of the go*- 
fjpcl, tin he perceive his own intereft in them,. 
aod their neceifity to his peace. Certain it is, 
Ae world that liech in wickednefs generally de- 
^ifes them. However, I fhall admit as a 
thing poffible, that a bad man may, ehhtr \if 
imttadoD, or the power of outward evidence, 
embrace the gofpel 2^ a- fyftem of truth. But 
furely the love- of Ghrlfi can neither be a fource 
of comforty oor a principle of obedience, un-^ 
I ,lefs he cdnfider it as terminating upon him- 

i &1£ Without thiSi the whole is generali cold,, 

N % axidi 
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ftnd uninterefting. But when he coDfiders, not 
only the certainty of the truth, but the extent 
of the invitation, and can iay, with Thomas, 
My Lordy and my Cody then indeed the ties are 
laid upon him ; then indeed he begins to feel 
their conft raining power; then he not only con« 
templates the glory of God in the grace of r^- 
ckmption, but chearfully and unfeigoedly confe- 
crates himfelf to the iervice of his Redeemer^ 
This leads me, in the 

4th and laft placCy to invite every finner ia 
this aflembly to adcept of Chrift as his Saviour^ 
and to rely upon him as he is offered 10 the go- 
fpel. To the lecure and mfenfible, I know k 
Ts in vain to fpe^. But if you fee your own 
danger, what ihould hinder your belief and re^ 
ItaDce on the Saviour ? If you either need or 
deiire deliverance, what with-holds yom* accept 
ance of it, when it is not only freely o&red to^ 
you, but earneftly urged upon you ? Can you 
doubt the teftimony of the Ameiiy the faithful 
and trtse mitnefs ? The bleffings of his purchafe 
belong not to one people or faoEiUy, b^t to every 
nation un(kr heaven. The commiffion of thofe 
who bear his meffage is unlimited : Markxvl. 15.^ 
** Go ye into all the world* and preach, the go^ 
''fpel 'to every creature.** .They arc offered^ 
not only to the virtuous, the decent, and regu- 
lar, but to the chitf of finners : \ Tim. i, ij, 
** This is a faithful faying, and wor^y^of all ac- 
♦< ccptation. That Chrift Jefus came teto the 
*< world to fave finners ; of whom I am chief.*^ 
Whoever heareth thefe glad tidicgt, he difko- 

Qoureth 
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noureth God, he poureth contempt on his Sa<> 
▼iour's loT^ and he wroogeth his own foul, if' 
he does not receive confblation from them. Bo 
not hindered bj what you iee in yourfelves* uuf» 
le(s you are in love with fin, and afraid of being 
divorced from it. The gofpel is preached to^ 
finners. It does not expert to find them, but 
it is intcndvd to make them, hoiy; A deep and 
inward fenfe of your own unworthinefs, unlefs- 
It is prevented by the deceiver, fhould only make 
you more highly efteem the grace of the gofpel, 
and moi^e willingly depend on your Redeemer's ^ 
tove;. 

I conctude with' the invitatibu which he him- 
fclf gives to thei weary finner, Matth. xi. 28. 
29. 30. **'Come unto me, all ye that labour, and'^ 
"are hes^vy laden, and I will give you reft. 
•* Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; 
** for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye 
«* fhall fiod reft unto your fouls. For my yoko: 
^ is e^,. and my burdea is' light.'* 
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SERMON VII. . 

Redemption the fubje£): of admiration tp thcr 
angels. 

1 P E T E R 1. 12. hft dawfe. 

If^cb things the angels defire t^ look inta^ 

ji^ion Sermon^ 

MY brethren^ A ferious and attentive mind> 
on perufing the facred volume, can 
hardly help being often ftnick both with the fen- 
timents and language of the iolpired writers on 
the fubjeft of redemption. With what a deep 
veneration of foul, with what warmth of affec- 
tion, with what tranfports of adoring thankful- 
nefs do they ipeak of the plan laid by divine 
wifdom, for tKe falvation of loft finners^ by the 
crofs of Chrift! A perfon pofiefled only of 
underftanding and tafte, may admire thefe Tal- 
lies of holy fervour, for the elevation of thought,, 
and boldnefs of expreiHon, which a man^s be- 
ing in good earneft on an interefting fubjeft 
doth naturally infpire. But happy, happy, and 
only happy, that foul who from an mwardappro« 
bation can Receive, relifh, and apply thofe glo- 
>^U8 things that are fpbken of the name, charac* 
ter, and undertaking of the Saviour of finners. 
You may obfervt, that there are two diffe- 
rent fubjedts, in general, on which the writers 

of 
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of the New Tcftament arc apt to break out, 
and enlarge, when they arc confidcring or com- 
mending the myflciy of redemption. One 19^ 
the glory of God, as it appears in it ; the luftre 
of divine power, wifilom, and grace, which 
reigns through the whole. The fecond is, the 
unfpeakable intereft which we have in it, from 
the danger efcaped on the one hand» and the 
exalted hopes to which we are raifed by it, oa 
the othisr. I cannot help putting you in mind, 
that thcfe two things are fo infeparably joined, 
that none can forget or be inienfible of any one 
of them, without in realhy defpffing both. And 
as a view of the divine glory feems moft immew 
diately calculated to affift and continue a proper 
worfhipping frame, I intend, that this fhall 
kad the way in our meditations 00 this occafiom 
The facrament of the Lord's fuppcr is called the 
Euciartfi, or facrifice of praifc ; and therefore 
very fit for adoring contemplation. 

The words which I have read are the conclu- 
fion of the apoftle Peter's account of the gra- 
dual unfolding of this great defign of Provi- 
dence 5 and tliey contain a ftriking and extraor- 
dinary fentiment. That the angeh thcmfclves are 
filled with a holycuriofity to fcarch into the my- 
'ftery of redemption. Few commentators have 
foiled to obferve, that the word here tranflated 
tohok into, properly fignifies, tojioop or Beriddown, 
and examine with the JiriSleJi attention. This, 
my brethren, gives us a very exalted view of the 
fcheme of redemption, as a leading defign in the 
government of God, that thefe pure and exalted 

ipirits^ 
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^pilots, not 9n\y adore U a» a part of their cre»> 
tor'9 wiUt bmthai they are bft aad fwaUowedofr 
i» the coQtempiadoik of it, and ke fuch a ferkt 
of wondcrf, at tbcjr t^re Dot able tacDn^wchemk^ 
If thk is fo» lot lis p» looger poApona the fot> 
lowing refl/^ioo s How much more are we, the 
ii^tcrefted panics, called to adore and dwril oa^ 
this myftetj of love^ oa which our falvadoA' 
from ddervcd wratb» aad pofleffioq of. infinite 
leiiciiy to all etermicj it fofpended ! I canoot 
find a mov^ proper fiib^eft for ao introdu^on 
10 the facred and fbkma fenriee of thia day;, 
aod therefore I beg your atuntSon, while I 
f n4<avour» in dependence on dltine grace, to 
iUuftrate the aflertionia the text, by mentioning, 
fbme particulars in the piyftcry of redemption, 
which arc prpbaUj the fufc^seft of adoring inqui- 
ry, and perhaps ha^y aftoiuihmcnt» to thofe cc» 
k^l fpirits. Having dope lhb» I will conclude 
with fome improvement of the fi^e^ for affift- 
ing you in ypur prcftpt dutj?. 

I. FiRST» then, we are ta mcntkm thofe cir- 
cumfiances in the myflery g( redemption which 
are probably the fufajeft of adoring i».qviiFy„ c»* 
perhap holy aftoniihmeiit^ to the ange;ls oif 
Ood« The angels, thot^h they are exalted 
creatures, are yet plainly of limited capacity. 
There ^re many things of which they are ignce 
rant : Mattlu zxiv. 36* '' But of that day and 
** hour knaweth no man, no» not the angels of 
*' heaven, but my Father only/^ And as their 
^np^loyment is to be^meilengers apd minifters of 
Godf with fome inferior agency, in the conduct 

of 
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of his providence ; fo it » not to be doubt* 
cd that much of their hftppinefs confifU in 
the contemplation of the nature and glory 
of God» as difcovercd in his works. Thejp 
are rcprcfented in the book of Job as joyful 
vitneiies of the creation and birth of this lower 
world : Job xxxviii, 6. 7. *• Whereupon arc tho 
^* foundations thereof failened ? or who laid 
«* the corncr-ftone thereof? when the mom» 
<< uig-ftars fang together, and all the Tons of 
" God Ihouted foi- joy/' The ftate of the 
church is alfo reprefented as difcovering to them 
the divine wiidom : £pb« iii. iQ« * * To the in* 
<< tem that now unto the princtpalitiea and 
'^powers m beavenljr placea might be known by 
'< the church the m^ni&ld wtfdom oi God.** 

Let us therefore eonfider wlvit circumftancet 
in the myftery of redemptbn may be fuppofefi 
to ftrike them moft with aftoniihmc;nt and woor 
der. This we cannot da withemt finding our* 
felres greatly intercftcd, and called to' the daep^ 
eft humility^ apd at the fame time the hi^heft 
exercUe of gratitude and love. And» 

I . The firft thing I ihall mention is the in- 
carnation of the Son of God ; the untQn pf the 
divine and human naturCt by the Word's b^- 
ing made fle0i. This is indeed the firft th^ng tQ 
be confideredit both in order and in rank. Q 
wonderful union indeed! Well m^ht the a- 
poftk iay» I Tim. iii« 1^ <« Withwt contro- 
<< verfyt greait is the myftery of godiineis : God 
** was manifeft in the fle£b| juftified in the Spirit^ 
< <* fecQ of angclS) preached unto the Gentiles* 

«< believed 
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** 'believed on in the world, received up into glo- 
•* ry." But what view muft the angels have of 
this event ? ihofe glorious and aftive beings, who 
arc thus defcribed, Pfal. civ. 4. <« Who ma- 
" keth his angels fpirits, his minifters a fla- 
•* mingfire." Their knowledge -of the nature 
of God, as a pure and immaculate fpirit, as the 
eternal, uncreated, ''felf-cxiftent Father of fpi- 
rits, and of the Son,, as one with the Father, 
who " thought it no robbery to be equal with 
•* God," muft deeply aftonifli them at this mar- 
vellous humiliation ; that he fhould become^ one 
perfon with a creature, and that with a creature 
lower than themielves ; for it is^ exprefely faid, 
that *< he was made a little lower than the an- 
** gels." How aftoni&ing, that he whd is the 
Lord of angels, and whofe diftance from the 
higheft of all created fpirits is not great only, 
but infinite, fliould become a man, by taking 
to himfelf a true body and a reafonable foul ! 
< It is more than probable from our text, efpe- 
cially when compared with the context, and o- 
ther paflages of fcripture, that this difcovery was 
made to the angels only gradually, as it was to 
men. They could not but have iiitimations of 
GodV purpofe of mercy, which was begun and 
carried on immediately after the fell ; this how- 
ver was done in a manner comparatively dark and 
obfcure. There have been indeed fomc who fcem 
to me to have gone a Kttle beyond their depth ; 
and who have fuppofed, that God difcovered to 
the angels, even before the creation of man, 
Ihe fall, which be foresaw, and the method by 

which 
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which he propoled to recover a chofen remnant^ 
viz. the incarniition of his Qwa Soa ; that the 
fupcrior hodbur done to an inferior creature, ftir- 
red up the pride and envy of Lucifer, and his 
afTociates ; and that in this confifted their guilt 
and apoftafj, for which they were puniflied 
with an immediate baniihment/rom the abodes 
of blifs, and are now referved in chains under 
darknefs to the day of judgement. 

This at beft is but mere conje£hire. It feems 
much more probable, that they learned the feve- 
ral parts of this great defign of mercy in their 
gradual Kcompliihment. It cannot indeed be 
doubted, that the angels who were concerned 
in the mioiftry of providence, muft have known 
early of the intended redemption, and the re- 
deemer. Yet when they are faid, as in the 
text, to look into the things preached in the ^o- 
fpel, it gives reafon to concludp, that the in- 
carnation and fufferings of Chrift was, with 
regard to them, as well as us, a myftery hid from 
ages and generations. Now, how could thofe 
holy angels who retained their integrity, but 
be filled with amazement at the depth of divine 
councils, when they faw themfelves obliged to 
worfhip a man, to worfhip a feeble infant, born 
in a (lable, and lying in a mauger ? when they 
found themfelves charged with publifhing the 
glad tidings ? as in Luke ii. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14* 
'' And the angel faid unto them, Fear not : 
" for behold, J bring you good tidings pf great 
" joy, which fliall be to all people. For unto 
<^ you fa born this day, in the xity of Davi^,ii^ 

** Saviiitrv* 
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«< Sttviottr, wbich is Qirift the Lord. And this 
* fhail be a fign unto you ; Ye fhall find the 
•* babe wrafppcd in- ftraddling-cloaths, lying in 
•* a manger. And fuddenly there was with thie 
•* angd a multitude of the heavenly hoft, jprai- 
^ fing God, and faying. Glory to God in the 
•* highcft, -and on earth peace, good-will to- 
** wards men." 

There is one circumftance in the inrcarnation itr 
fclf, which ought not to be omhted, becaufe it 
is mientioned in ftripture, and is certainly as a- 
ftomfliing as any, That he was not only made 
ficfh, but Tent in the Ukenefs (ffinfulftejb. What 
ib oppofite to theiiature of God as fin \ And 
what fo furprifing, as that the Son of God, tho* 
without £n, yetfhould in sill refpe£ts outwardly 
be lilte to finners ? that he fliould be born of 
a (inner, taken for a finner, treated as a finner, 
and at laft crucified with the utmoil ignominy, 
as a moi'e than ordinary finner ? I doubt not, 
but thofe angels who looked with wonder on him 
in the manger, looked with ftill greater wonder 
on him on the croFs ; that the whole hoft of them 
are confidering this with holy wonder ftlll ; 
and that it (hail be the theme of eternal wonder 
to the innumerable company about the throne. 
This leads me to obferve, 

2. Hiat another circumftance which muft af* 
•foi'd matter for adoring inquiry to the celeftial 
ipirits, is the fubflitution of an innocent perfon 
in the room of the guilty, and his fufering from 
^hc band of God, When man's apoftafy was 
/irj| known, I reckon we may affirm with iafE* 
'. '* cicnt 
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^ient ccrtaiDty> that it could not crfter into any 
created mind, that his recovery was poffibfe. 
Many are even of opinion, that foine pafTages of 
fcripture carry in them an intimation, that it 
bad been propofed, and as 4t were a trial made, 
in the councils of heaven, among aHembled an* 
%thf whether any remedy could be found for the 
guilt and apoftafy of man ; and that none was 
found either stble or willing to fland in his room | 
as in that of the Pfalmift, cited by the apoftle to 
the Hebrews, chap, x., 5. 6. 7. ** Wherefore 
^< when he cometh into the world, be faith, Sa>» 
<< crificeand offering thou wouldd not^ but a bo« 
'< dy haft thou prepared me : In burnt-ofFering« 
*^ and facrifices for fin, thou haft had no plea^ 
" fure : Then faid I, Lo, I come (in the vo- 
** lurae of thy book it is written of me) to do 
'* thy will, Q God.'* And in tbe prophecies of 
Ifaiah, chap, lix.^6. ^< And he iaw that there 
'' was no man, and wondered that there was no 
** intercefibr ; therefore his arm brought falva* 
**' tion unto him, and his righteoufnefs, it fuf- 
'< tained him.'' I will not take upon me to af* 
firm this interpretation of thefe paflages; buc 
the firft of them, which is applied by the a« 
poftle to Chrift, certainly imf^es, that he under* 
took the redemption of duners when other fa^ 
crifices were found ineSeAuaL 

Now, my brethren, let us'profecute the re- 
fle^lion pointed out by the text. The angels 
bad always hitherto feen innocence and hoiinels 
attended wi(h peace and felicity, and they had 
feen th^ apoftace fpirits laid under an irreverdble 
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fentence of condemnation. It is probable they 
looked upon it as roanifeftly founded on the na- 
ture of Goil, that he could not punifli the inno- 
cent, and that he could not but puniih the guilr 
ty« What adonifliment then muft it have given 
them, Svhat new views of the boundtefs fove- 
reignty and unfearchable wifdom of the Mod 
High mu(l it have opened to them, when they 
heard him faying^ ** Deliver him from going 
'< down into the pit, I have found a ranfom !" 
How mud they with wonder dwell on this part 
of the providence of a wife, holy, juft, and 
gracious God, that the pure and innocent Jefus, 
ihe beloved of the Father, ihould make his ap* 
pearance in this lower world, the abode of guil- 
ty creatures, under manifed tokens of their Crea« 
tor's difpleafure ! that he fhould not only en- 
ter on the fcene in the weaknefs of infancy, but 
with every circumdan'ce of meannefs' and bafe- 
nefs ! How often muft they have bdcn put to a 
>iknd, what to think of the feverity and perfc- 
cution, the contempt and oppofition which he 
met with from thofe very finners whom he came 
tofavel 

But above all, how mud they have been at 
a lofs to comprehend his being expofed, not on- 
ly to the contempt of man, but to the wrath of 
God I For '^ it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, 
** be hath put him to grief." What mud have 
been the furprife of that minider of providence, 
^ho was fent ** from heaven to drengthen'' him^ 
when he found him under an inexpreffible agony 
of fuffering, making fupplication with drong 

crying 
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crying and tears, faying," Father, if it be poffi- 
** ble, let this cup pafs from me !" And' what 
created fpirit is able to reach the unfathomable 
meaning of his complaint upon the crofs, " My 
** God, roy God, why haft thou forfiken me V^ 
In the fufferings of an innocent perfon in the 
room of the guilty, in the fufFerings of the welU 
beloved Son of God from his 'Father's hand, 
there Is fuch an unfearchable dep^h, as no finite 
underfianding is able to comprehend. At firft: 
view it feems to contradiA the re^itude and ho« 
linefs of the divine nature ; but on a nearer in- 
fpeftion, there is fuch a ftriking difcovery of 
Wdom, bolinefs, juftice, and mercy, that an- 
gels defire with a holy curiolity to contemplate 
and adore it. 

3. As immediately founded upon the former,, 
another circumftance in the plan of redempcion 
through Chrift, which will afford matter of won , 
der to the celeftial fpirits, is the free juftification 
of fmners, and their acceptance with God, thro*^ 
the imputed righteoufaefs of Chrift. If it ap« 
pears aftonifliing, that God, who diftributes fa* 
' vour and puni(hment with the moft perfeft e* 
quity, fhould punifti the innocent, it appears e- 
t]ually fo, that he fhould (hew favour to the guil- 
ty ; that he fhould forgive their fins, accept their 
perfons, and vifit them with his loving- kindnefs, 
and all this for the merit and obedience of ano* 
ther. What I (may it be faid), is he not unchange* 
ably holy ? Is he not of purer eyes than to be* 
hold iniquity i Are we not affured thai evil can. 
O Z ttOt 
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npt dwell With hitti^ nor ikiners thnd in his pre* 
fenced How (hail be receive into bis favour thefe 
^ofien^ing rebels ? how (hall he take into bis bo* 
fom fach polluted wretches \ And what can be 
the meaning of imputation ? Can perfonal worth 
be transferred ? Can he commit fo great an error^ 
as to view them with complacency for the merit 
of another ? 

Mud not this appear a new and extraordinary 
plan to the angels^ who, by perfonal and perfeA 
obedience, retain the favour of their Creator^ 
and who had been hitherto ftrangers to the in* 
fiuence and intercei&on of a mediator \ who 
bad feen no fuch thing talce place when their 
brethren finned? Heb. ii. i6. '' For verily he 
'' took not on him the nature of angels, but he 
•', took on bim the feed of Abraham.^^ The ho- 
ly angels, not inclined to lay, as thore prefunOfp* 
tuous men too often do, '^ Let us continue in 
*' fin, that grace may abound,'* will rather fay, 
^*^ Let us fiepafide, and fee this great fight/' They 
will tiiCn fee, that thert is no way more proper 
for n:aiinainlng the dignity of the divine govern- 
ment ; nay, fliat it is the only way by which 
thofe who have been finners can be received into 
favour. They will fee and confcfs, that there 
is no circumftance whatever that tends more to 
level the pride of the finner^s heart, and bring 
hiai to univerfal fubmiffion, and abfolute fubjec- 
tion to the fovereignty of God. I am perfuaded 
indeed, that even angels who never finned, fiavc 
snore of fubmiffion to the divine fovereigntj, and 
dependence on the abfolute grace ot their Crea* 

tor;. 
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too ^^^ °^^i>y ^^ ^^ ^^ icnagine ; yet fureljf 
our world is the great theatre of divine grace* 
The fame infinite benignity which (hews itfelf ia 
heaven in &vour to the worthy^ is difplayed otk 
earth, to the aftoniAimenc of heaven itfelf^ m 
Hiercy to the guilty. 

Suffer me^ my brethren, to embrace this op^ 
portonity of obferving, that nothing is mord 
groundlefi than the accafation of men of cor* 
rupt minds, againft the do£trine of divine grace>. 
as encouraging to fin i. It hath the very contra:^ 
ry eSedl, and that on thefe two accounts* 

(i ) It is lb mortifying to human pride, that 
the power of fin muft be broken at leafl, before 
k can be truly and cordially received. There 
Is not h difficult a duty in the whole compaf^ of 
the moral law, as an unfeigned denial of our owti: 
righteoufneis and firength, and being willing t<^ 
count all things but lofs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift. To receive forgive- 
Defs as mer« mercy to thofe who had dcferved 
to periOi, without any complaint either againib 
the ftriftnefs of the law, or the feverity of the 
fanf^ion, is not fo eafy as many feeoi to imagine,, 
and what no man is brought to but by the Holy 
Ghofi. 

(z) As the finner mud be really fiibjefled to^ 
God the Creator, before he can lay hold of his 
mercy through Chrid the Redeemer; fo it is 
plain, that the moil effeflual meafures are taken^ 
to continue and perpetuate this fiibje^flion. It 
is plain, that the infinite unmerited love of God 
to his foul, is the mod powerful and operative: 
O 3 principle: 
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principle of obedience that can dwell in the ba- 
man heart : 2 Cor. v. 14. 15. <« For the love of 
*< Chrift conftratneth us ; becaofe we thus judge, 
^ that if one died for all, then were all dead ; 
** and that he died for all, that they which live, 
** Ihould not henceforth live unto themfelves^ but 
^ unto him which died for them, and rofe again." 
Such confidence has the fame apoiUe in the 
ftrength of this principle, he bids defiance to all 
trials and oppofition: Rom. viii. 35. ** Who 
*' (hall feparate us from the love of Chrift? Shall 
** tribulation, or difirefs, or perfccution, or fa- 
^ mine, or nakednefs, or peril, or fword V^ And 
dgain, vcr. 38. 39. " For 1 am pcr&aded that 
^ neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
** cipalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
^ things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor a« 
^ ny other creature, (hall be able to feparate us 
^' from the love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus 
'* our Lord.** Thefe great principles of fan£li- 
fication are new to the angels. When therefore 
they fee the bolinefs of God fliining in the free 
juftification of finners through Chrid, it will add 
new force and new meaning to that fong of 
praife which they are reprefented as Cnging^ 
llev. iv. 8. ^ And they reft not day and nlghr, 
^* faying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God almighty^ 
** which waS| and is, and is to come.'' 

4, In the lafl place. Another circumftance ta 
the myftery of the golpel which will be matter 
of wonder to the angels, is the application of 
redemption, or the manner and means of tranf> 
lating finners ** from darisnels to light," and 
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" from the power of Satan onto God.*' Before 
the plan of divine grace with regard to faileo 
man was opened to them, they had feen no ex-- 
amples of finners but the fallen angels. From 
their irreverfible fentence, and btafpbeming rage 
in their torment, thole who remained in their 
happy Aate, would be apt to conclude, that 
there could be no recovery for a creature who 
bad once departed from his integrity at alL 
But when they learned fomething of the divine 
purpofe for the falvation of fallen man, elpecial* 
ly the amazing and unfpeakable grace that ap- 
peared in the appointment of the Mediator, and 
the univerial unlimited offer of falvation in his 
oame, whati^ould be the effect f I dare iay they 
would certainly conclude, that it would be re^' 
ceived with the higheft tranfports of joy, by aH 
thofe unhappy criminals who were lyipg under 
the curie of a broken law. Accordingly the an* 
gel, in his meflage to the fliepherds, calls it good 
tidings of great joy to all people; 

What then muft have been their additional 
furprife, when they heard the prophet faying, 1£ 
liii. !• ** Who hath believed our report? and to 
*< whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?*' when 
they (aw-that this gracious Saviour was ** defpi- 
^< fed and rejeded of men ^^ when tliey obfcp- 
ved (b many turn a deaf ear to the mofi impor- 
tunate calls of thegofpel? when they found 
them cavilling themfelves out of eternal happi- 
nefs, and advancing their own blinded and be- 
wildered reafon in contempt of the infinite wif- 
dom gf God { What muft thofc holy aogelsi wha 
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are filled with gratitude for creating goodne&» 
think of tfaofe heirs of hell, who pour contempt 
upon redeeming love^ I cannot touch upon e* 
very thing that rifes here to bur view, but 1 am 
perfiiaded that the adminiftration of the covenant 
oC grace is as full of myftery to the ceieftial fpi* 
rit$> as any part of the plan» InHead of every 
(Inner humbly imploring reconciliation with aa 
offended God, our Kedeemer, as a Sovereign 
Lord, as the Prince of Peace, firft conquers 
thoTe as enemies, whom he afterwards cheriflies 
as friends. He is endued with all power f&r this^ 
great work ; and the Pfalmift gives a beautiful 
defcription of its influence and ef^A, Pfal. xli^ 
3* 4* $• ^ Gird thy fword upoiw thy thigb^ 
^ O moft mighty ; with thy glory and thy ma^ 
<' jefly : and in thy majefty ride profperoufly, be*^ 
^ caufe of truth, and meeknefs, and rig^teouf^ 
^ nefs ; and thy right hand fhall teach thee ter* 
" rible things. 1 hine arraws are fharp in the^ 
^^ heart of the king's enemies^ whereby the pep* 
^ pie fall under thee/'^ He bath feat forth his* 
Holy Spirit as an almig.hty agent, to reconcile 
iinners unto God* Is there not alfo a depth of 
divine fovere^my to be feeirin the choice of the 
veflels of mercy I The apofUe Paul in the midft 
of the fury of periecuting zeal, Mary Magdalene 
firom the midft of the flames of unclean luft, 
Zaccheus from the heart-hardening crimes of ^a- 
vetoufnefs and oppreflion, and raanyt>ther« o£ 
the chief of iinners, have been made the tro* 
phtes of divine grace, and niay fay, in the worda 
«f their great e»mple tbe apoflle Paul^ i Tim. i. 
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1 5. ** This is a faithful faying, and worthy of 
<< all acceptation^ that Chrift Jefus came into the 
'< world to fave finners, of whom I am chief.'' 

It deferves alfo particular notice^ that faitb 
itfelf is faid to be the operation and the gift of 
God : Eph. ii, 8. " For by grace are ye faved, 
<' through faith ; and that not of yourfelves : it 
*< is the gift of God/' And indeed the change 
in general which conftitutes the new nature, is 
confidered as a birth or creation from above : 
John i. 1 3. " Which were bom, not of bloodf 
•* nor of the will of the flefti, nor of the will of 
" man, but of God.** It appears plainly, from 
many exprefs declarations of feripture, from the 
power neceflaiy to overcome their obftinacy^ and 
from the feat of the difeafe itfetf, which lies in 
the will, that finners, while they continue fo, in* 
fleadof deiking, refift their recovery. What % 
fubjeA of contemplation prefents itfelf to the 
angels here I What an unknown view is givea 
them of the infinite evil and malignity of fin ! 
What a humbling fenfe of created weaknefs 1 
What a lefTon of caution for their afcer> condu£l i 
It hath been conje^ured, not without apparent 
reafon,and fome countenance from, fcripture, that 
the great purpofe which the human fyfiem is in* 
tendciT to ferve in the univerfal kingdom of God» 
is to be an everlafting monument^ that a rational 
creature who has once departed from its inno* 
cence, and obedience to its Creator, never can a^. 
gain return to the fame flate, but by his own aU 
mighty power and fovereign grace. Upon the 

whole* 
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ivbole, from this faint view of the pkn of re* 
demption, as lying open to the attention of 
principalities and powers, we may fay with the 
apoftle Paul, Rom. ii. 33, " O the depth of the 
" riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
** God ! howunfearchable are his judgements, and 
** his ways paft finding out ! '* 

I proceed now to conclude the fubjeft, by 
fome practical improvement of what has been faid. 
And, 

I. What you have heard will contribute, I 
hope, by the divine bleffing, to (hew the guilt 
of thofe who defpife the gofpel, and ferve to re- 
move the offence of the crofs. It required no 
fmall meafure of fortitude in the apoftle Paul, to 
declare that he was not *' afhamed of the crofs 
•* of Chrift,*' which at its firft publication was 
^* to the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the 
•« Greeks foolifhncfs.'' The doftrmc of the 
crofs, in its fimplicity and purity, has been mat* 
ter of offence in every fucceeding age, to men 
of proud and worldly minds. God knows^ there 
are not wanting many at this time, who treat the 
doArine of the crofs, and falvation by grace, 
with as much contempt and infolence as they 
dare. Nor is it at all impoflible, that there may 
be fome among you who are infeAed with thefe 
poifonous and deftruftive principles. Be per- 
fuaded, O deluded foul i that ** the weaknefs of 
*« God is ftronger than man/' and " that the 
<< wifdom of floan is fooliihnefs with God.'' Thi» 

glorioui 
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glorious and gracious plan hath the approbation 
and admiration of angeh^ though ic hath the 
contempt of finners. It aftoni(bed the angels^ 
therefore no wonder though it (hould aftonifli us* 
You \yiil perhaps fay, It is indeed aftontOiing a- 
bove meafure ; it teaches me to believe an incar* 
note GodfVifuffering Saviour tlhtinnocentpunifhedf 
and iht guilty forgiven. It is attended with fo many 
furpriiing circumftances, that I cannot help fay iag. 
How can thefe things be ! But as Samfon faid in his 
riddle^ ** Out of the eater came forth meat, out 
" of the ftrong came forth fwcetnefs ;*' fo out 
of the fuggeftions of your corrupt minds, I would 
derive fome evidence of the truth. A cunning* 
ly devifed fable would be drefled by the decei- 
ver in a manner fuited to the human tafte; but 
this dodritie hath not upon it any of the marks 
of human wildom. I do not think if it had not 
been revealed, that it could have entered into 
any human mind; and therefore we may juftly 
fay, " Salvation belongeth unto God.'' It is be- 
caufe he is God, and not man, that we, the 
children of men, ** are not confumed/' 

2. You may learn, from what has been faid, 
the encouragement that is given to fioners to re- 
turn to God through Chrift. The very circum* 
fiances that are mod aflonifhing and admirable 
in this great diipenfation, are the undeferved love 
and linexpeAed condefcenfion of God to guilty 
and roiferable finners. I know that the inward 
and effeAual call can only be given by the Holy 
Gfaoft ; but I know alfo, that ** faith cometh by 
f' bearing, and hearing by the word of God.'' 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, in expeAation of the blel&ag of him 
viho ** hath the hearts of all men in has hand, and 
^ torneth them hoM^foever he will/' I proclaim 
in the iiearing of every finner within thefe wallsy 
^ that God fo ioved the world, that he gave his 
<' only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth 
^ in him might not perifti, but might have ever- 
^ lafting life." I repeat the univerlal call, that 
** him that cometh to him, he will in no wife 
^ caft out. '^ Are there not many in this houfe 
under the power of (ui) and the curie of a bro« 
ken law ? Nay, who is there that is not con* 
demned by tbefe important words, which you 
will find GaL iii. lo, " Curfcd is every one that 
** continueth not in all things which are written 
*' in the book of the law to do them." This 
ientence ftands uncancelled againft all who are 
not reconciled to God by faith in Chrift Jcfus. 
Is (he application difficult I Ye flaves of fin, 
drunkards, fwearers, profane and lafcivious jefl- 
ers, envious and malicious flandcrers, retainers 
of unjqfl g^in, and all without exception who 
are lovers of pleafures more than lovers of God, 
ye fhall be flain all of you ; '< as a bowing wail 
^fhall ye be, and as a tottering fence." Remem- 
ber the roifery of thofe who die in an unconvert* 
cd ftate : « It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
I hands of the liviqg God. Who can abide with 
u /^*^^"^*^g fire? who can dwell with everlaftiag 
b^ruings ?« Admire the infinite grac€ of God 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and admire lU infi- 
we wifilom of God that haih laid help for you upon 

one 
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obc wh0 h *' mighty to tsPJt.^ May I not fay, 
that, on thisfolemnoccafitfn, J^our Saviour (peaks 
to yoo, nor only in his word, but from his 
croft ? See thejuftice of God in the crofs of 
Chrfft,^ and thien<:e lears the evii of fin. See 
the power and wrath of Gc»d in the cro/s of 
Ghfift; smd k-en&ble at yoUr dwn fttfte- See the 
AKRdilbftrlove'of God iti the crrofi of Cbrid, and 
he perfo'aded to retorn to bim with weeping, 
«r!th< fupplteation, and with moiiirning. Let the 
eye of faith be pointed at the* dying Saviour, and 
fay unto him, " t> almighty fuffeter, look down, ' 
*• look down from thy triumphant infamy, pity 
^ and pierce this hard heart with a fenfe of guilt 
**'anfd miiery. Thou haft faid, that when thou 
*' fliouldff be lifceA up from the earth, thou 
^ wonldft draw all men unto thee : let this pro- 
'• mife be fulfilled to my experience^ Draiu tne^ 
^^'we will ran after thee. Lord, rake away 
*• my complicated guilt : Xord, renew and paci- 
/* fy my unfanftified affeftions, form me for 
" thyfeff, thaC I may fcrve thee here, and after- 
" wardfefee theeas thou art 1" 

3. From what hath been faid upon this fub- 
jcft, yoti may examine your title to partake of 
the holy ordinance of the Lord's fupper ; or, in 
other words, your right to the favour of CJod, 
and to eternal life. No difpofition more fuitable, 
none more neceflary, at a communion-table, than 
a grateful and admiring fenfe of redeeming love. 
Not only the profane blalphemer^ or the fcorn- 
ful defpifer, is unfit to fit down at this feaft, but 
the felf-righteous forroalift who nev-er faw him- 

Vol. L ' P felf 
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IVtf andone. Ic is True indeed^ that vhdn angeb 
thcmfelves are put <o a fiaculy all our thoaghts 
niuft foon be loft and fwallowed up. But, my 
brethreo, do you defire to look into itf do you 
feel a fenfible picafure and delight in this facred 
employment? do you, in (bme meafure^ fee the 
glorj^ of divine gr&ce^ though you are not able 
to meafure its dimenGons f There is no fubjeft 
fo obfcure aod unintelfigible \o ihofe \yho are 
ilrangers to the pow^r of religioni as the myfiery 
of redeeming love ; no fubjefl lb odious and 
diftaOeful to thofe whofe minds are formed up- 
on the maxims of the world, as the doflrine of 
falvatioh by grace« Chrift upon a crofs^ Chrift 
upon a throne, Chrift the believer's rock and re- 
fuge, the foprce of his firength, and the fource 
of his comfort, they are neither able to relUh 
per comprehend. All the warm exprefGons of 
gratitude and attachment, which are unfpeakably 
fweet dnd ravjihing to a feiious foul, appear to 
them in !the light of enthufiafm and vifionary foU 
ly* But as many as it bath pleafcd God to blefs 
uith an inward and perfonal convif^ion of their 
loA (late by nature, will fee the greateft beauty 
in this plan of falvation, aad will rather rejoice^ 
than (hrink, at Qiaring with xhcjr Redeetncr him- 
Xclf (he contempt of the world. They will (ay, 
with the apoftle Paul, Gal. yi. 14, " God for- 
^* bid that I ftiould glory, fave in the crofs of 
*' our Lord Jefus Chrift." There is a beautiful 
oppofition ilated by the fame apoflle, between a 
jscliever's undeiflanding the love of Chrift, and 
^ct being unable to fear^ch it to the bottom, io 
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the following paflage, Eph. Hi. 17. 18. ly, 
** That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith > 
** that ye being roonsd and' grounded in \ov&, 
•* may be able to contprehend wiih all fainr*, 
^ what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
^ and height ; and to know the love of ChriO, 
^ which paflecb knowledgp^ that ye might be filU 
** ed with all the fulnefs of God. '^ 

4, In the laji place, From what has been' 
iaid, learn what is your nK>ft proper employment 
'at the Lord's table. Adore and contemplate the 
riches of redeeming grace, that great theme 
which ** the angels defire to look into." Think, 
wkb humble amazement, on the boundlcfs mer- 
cy of God, which reached evtn to you, and 
with the higheft^ ifaankfulnefs on tfae honoor ct3 
which you are admitted, of receiving the ftn&blo. 
pledges of his love. Dwell on this impenetrable 
myflery of ^' Immanuel God with us — God ma* 
^ niMed in the fleOi.'^ Think on this awful- 
proof of divine jufticeand holineft, the wrath of 
God poured out upon his Qwn Son. Think on 
the perfection of that atonement which is made 
for the fins of the world; Rejoice in the fulnefs 
of thai Saviour who is now made ** head over 
'' all things to the chureh ;'' and dtaw, byfaitb^. 
from his fulnefs, every neceflary fupply to your- 
felves: and as you are now to commemorate 
Jiis death, with a view to his fecond coming^, 
think on that '^ day of falvation,'' when he (halt 
come ** to be glorified io his faints^ aid~ admired* 
<^ in a)l them that believe ;'' when you flialt^ 
enter ia triumph into the holieft of aU, where 
E z m^ 
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no dcubc the royftcry 0/ rcdeniptiofl (hall be 
more fully dilcovcred; whea faints and amgels 
fiiatl jointly ling that new fong. Rev. v. 12. 
<* Worthy js the Lamb that was flaio, to receive 
'* power, and riches, and wifdoxn« and nreng^h^ 
** and honour, and glory, aad blefling '^ whea 
the '\i'hoIe plan of divine grace (ball be comple- 
ted and dofcd, and the mediatorial kingdom it- 
felf brought to a period; for '' then cometh the 
<' end, when he (hall have delivered ^^ the king^ 
*< dom to God, even the Father ;*' when con- 
firmed angels, and redeemed finners,, when the 
\k hole hod of heaven (hall umte in one acclama!- 
rion, '^ Hallelujah : for the Lord God omnipo*^ 
«* tent rcignetb/* 
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Glorying itt the Crofs; 

GAIATfAMvi. 14. 

Jut Ccd fxffiid that I Jhould glory fave in th^ 
Cffi of our Lord Jejiis Chriji, 

jl£iio» Sermon^ 

* 

MY &rethf€D^ wc are this day met to keep up> 
'the reoiembtrance of our Redeemer's fuf* 
feringi^ aod death in ogp room.* We ace to com- 
jnemorate ao erePit the mod importanti the oioft 
Httereflingi, aadithe moft afloaiOiiDg^ th^t crea« 
tion ever beheld. V^e are to contemplate a fub-- 
jeft the tnoft .wonderful ajod myfterions that evqx 
was offered to the mind of man* The incarna- 
tloH of the. S^ of God, the Khg of kings found 
in the form of a fervant, and the Prince of- 
V^e expidng on an accurfid tree* What . is this - 
but the union of things the naofl oppofite and 
feemingly inconfiftent that can pofGbly be con- 
ceived ? the union of the mod dilbnt ex- 
tremes ^f firengti) and weaknefs; glory^ and bafe« - 
acf^ hoiiour and (hamc ? : \ 

In a fort of correlpandence and analogy to * 

this great fubjeft ilfelf, nothing can be more pp— 

E 2 . • pofite: 
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pofite th^n tHe fentimcots formed by believers 
and unbelievers with regard to it. Tathe one^ 
it bath -a dignity and majefty unfpeakably ami- 
able ; to the other, it hath a meannefs and bafe- 
oefs that is (hameful and contempeible. The A* 
poflle Paul often takes notice of this, that it was 
*'to the Jews a ftumbling-block| and to the 
<< Greeks foolifhnefs ;" and he^ often difcovera 
his own inviolable attachmetit to his Saviour, 
by an opeo profeffion of efteem for thofe eircura* 
ftances In his charaAer and appearance which a 
blinded world were moft apt to treat with deri* 
fion and fcorn. This is particularly the cafe in 
the text, ^ But God forbid that I (hould glory 
** lave in the crofi of our Lord Jefas Chrift/' 

By the crols of Chrift, in the New Teftamenf, 
we are fometimes to underftand the fufTerings of 
believers for ChriA^s fake ; but more commotily, 
and, 1 think, evidently in this place, it fignifies 
his htfmiliation in general, and particularly hra 
cructfixion^ to which circuroftance our attention 
is dlrefled, becaufe it was the mod bafe and ig- 
nominious of the whole. In this the apofUe fays 
be wonld glory r nay, he expreflfes bis abhor- 
rence at the thought of glorying in anything 
elfe : *• God forbid that I (hould glory feve in the 
** crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift.'' Nothing can 
be more fuited to the employment of this day, 
and nothing more proper to diAinguiih between 
the friends and the enemies of Chrift, than this, 
when carefully attended to ; for the one will 
undoubtedly ^/^ry, and the other wiUiu certain* 
ly be afhamed'of his crofi^ 

In 
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In difcourfing forihcr on this fubjeA, what I 
propo&i throDgh divine affifbince^ is, 

u To explain the import of the apoAIefs.glov 
Tying only in the Savioor'a crofs^ 
' t* To ihew what good, reafon evers^ real 
CbriflUn hath to glory in it. And,. 

3. To make Ibme practical application of the 
fubjeft. 

h In the yTr/?' place, then> kt us explain the 
knportof the apofile's glorying only in che Sa- 
viour's crois. What is this objeA in which the 
apoAie (ays he would glbry i Very wonderful in« 
deed It is,. That Jefus of Nazareth, the Ton of 
Mary, was fobje fted ta a bog life of forrow, re-^^ 
proach, and contempt : That towards the clofe 
of it, he was arretted, accuftd^ condemned as a 
malefactor ; «xxt afier ionuiaeraUe and unfpeaic- 
able indignities, was at laft nailed to a.crofs, an 
engine of torture of the moft cruel and painful 
kind, and fo fhamefal, that it was a manner of 
punishment appropriated to the mod derefied 
criming of the bafeft rank. What is there here 
to glory in ? and what docs the apoftle mean by 
this expreffion ^ It means, 

I. That he had a high efteem of it, as an e- 
vent of the greateft moment, and an objeft wor- 
thy of the higheft regards We do not glory in 
common things, but in things of peculiar digai* 
ty and worth. It was not then inrbis view mere- 
ly what it (eemed. He did not confider it,- fiire* 
ly, as the execution of a criininal ; but iaid^ witk 
the centurion on Mount Calvary, Truly " this 

** was 
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<^ wat a Tig^btoocn imm f^^ Tnily dm was ^ the 
^ Son of Gdd.» Hb CMfidcicd it asthe effieft 
<tf the kifipite lofe of God^ who ieot fails only 
begotten Son to die for our fioa. He coofidered 
it as ao iofioke price paid for thepsrdoa oi-out 
offences, as the onl^ way of delhuerance fratfr; 
gMilty. Miebelbre afld loeraim fJedge bf peaseeto 
an awakened confcier.ce, dn this vieWy iiow- 
does it rife inhisefteem? While others are 
dHpoftd to icoro», pitying thieir njtadotfi,. he is 
conftrained to wordiip aad adore. Thislt of.il^. 
GaxKsLtis, how dtffereot Rvere the ibKimeni^ of 

fais iafoltiiigencnAesmsd'faisaiionnitigdifeiplefU 
\vfaefi he hong upon ibe croft. The oae oon£- 
^ lifan aa a gidty foffiner^ tbe otber aa « Jovteg. 
fiavioar. Tiie liearts of the o«e vftte {utUng. 
«irith liatrod, or filled ivitii oonteiapt ; the bearfts 
of the other wereiwaUowed iifi ia admiratioo, or^ 
tuelted \iritfa k>ve« 

a, Tfaeapoftk'sglDijiibgindiecco&^isQplied^ 
liis having a ftroag ilioagh faomble confidence 
of his own relation lo and inftefcft in it. 1 dmk 
it is impoffiMe to feplirate this from our idea, of 
the apoflle^s fl^aning^r We do not gbry or boaft 
of any thing in which we have no concern. A 
Tnm of great genftis, or uncoitimoa worth, I 
may admire and faotDOUfi merely for the emioest 
qualities of wbicfa he is poffi^lled, and I may do 
l>imaH jufiice by commendation; but I am ne-^ 
Ter diipofed to glory in him, nor have I any tirfe 
to do it unlefs he is&mebow^related to me : b«C 
.if I add, that he is my cfaUd^ or he is fay brother, I 
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may be ttxiy laid tcgbry in him, or Jto boaft of 

liini|dMcau& the honaur tku is given to him, 19, 

in (bote xneafiire, reflefW upoa my&tf. Ag^in^ 

i may .fpgsak joF the riches and magntficeDoe of 

fome great city; hul I am then only faid to glo* 

ly' in It, if I add any drcumftance of relation ; 

as chat it is the place k£ my natirlty^ or the 

4>lace of tny refidence^ or the place 10 which I 

ijave property and interefi. When therefore the 

apoftie QiySy ^ God forbid that I Biould glory 

'* fave iatlie trrois of our Lord Jefus Chrlft,^ k 

certainly implies a hunztile perfuafion of his owo 

iniereft in it» and his happineis to flow from it. 

Thisjodeed naturally aeifes from % real and fpt* 

ritttd dtficovary of its pnoper'gbry. - None can 

&s the ^tratifcendent facaitfy of this dbj^Qi, tiil 

^ty have ieen their sr*/n guilt and m'lTery in 

the fight-cvf aholy -GooL And no fooserdo they 

iGfcover the exoeiience of this atoinesnen^ ks 

perfect fu£ciency for afli .and the. uor6Araine4 

•offer to. A\y ihan they % to it as then- fecurity, 

' and reft on tt as the ground of their hope. The 

*word ' here tranflsted gkryingy fignifies at the 

^ame time exufthgy or refokingi and riun-eforp 

-to glory in the cro6, is the fame tUng as to re« 

jolce ki ^e Saviour. The truth is, it is Jbat fel- 

4om tliat this apoiUe mentions ^be death of 

Cbrift without £xne appropriating estpreffion'r 

Fbil. vi. 8. <' Yea doubtleis, and I xount aU 

^ things bistlofs, for the cxceUoncy of die toov^ 

^Medgeorf Chrift Jefus my Lordi for^wbom i 

^ Jiave £ifi^red the lofs of aU things, and dc^ 

^ comt them init dang, that I mxy wa Ciinft;^ 

Gal. 
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Gal. ii. 2®. '* I am ctucifiedwith Chrift : ncver- 
•* thelefs I live ^ yet not I> but Chrift liveth id 
^ mo : and the life M^hich I now live in the fleOi, 
** I live by the faith of the Soffof God^ who low 
** vcd me, and gave himfclf for me.'' 

3. To complete the idea of the apoflle's glo- 
rying in the erofs, it implies fach a fenfc of its 
comparative worth, as prompts him to a public 
and open profeffion of efteem, with a fovereign 
contempt of the judgement or conduct of others^ 
%ho fet themfelves in oppoiiiion to- it* Glory- 
ing always fignifies the declaration of our mind 
to others ; and is not ill illuftrated by that ext- 
preffion of the apoftle Paul in writing to the Ro- 
nans« chap, i* 16. 'Tor lam' not afliamed of 
^ the gofpel pf Chrift s for it is the power of 
^ God pnto falvatbn, to every one that belio- 
« veth, to the Jew firft, and alio to the Greek.'* 
The oppofitibn between the fentiments of o« 
then, and his own, he often mentions; as 
r Cor. i. 1.8. ** For the preaching of th^ crol* 
''isto tkem that periifa, fooliflmels: but unto 
*' us which are faved, it is the power of God-'* 
And ver. 23. <' But we preach Chrift crucified, 
<' unto the Jews a ftumbiing-Uoek, and unto the 
'^ Greeks foolifhnels; but unto them, which ar£ 
^^ called^ both Jews, and Greeks, Chrift the power 
w of God, and the wifdom ofiGod.*' When he glo- 
ries in the croft, therefore, itTtmplies ao open and 
refolute adherence to this defpifed caufe. This 
meaning is particularly carried in the word croft* 
It had been lefs wonder, if he had laid, he gloried 
in hia.Saviour's divine power exerted before bis 

crucifixioojf 
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crucifilxioo, or that he gloried in bis triumphant 
jrefurre^lion, and exaltation' to the right hand of 
Crod after it ; iMit, inftead of thisi, he fays be glo- 
ried in his crofti in his very abafeoient, in what 
was mod vile and contemptible. 

A late very emintnt writer and champion for 
the crqfs^ in a fermon on the (ame fubjeA, make* 
a remark to the following purpofe : *^ * That 
** through the veneration of many ages, and the 
'^ difufe of that punifiiment among us in the ex- 
** ecution of malefactors, the word crofs docs 
^ not carry fo bafe an idea to our minds ; but 
" that in the ear of a Galatian, it founded as if 
<< the apollle bad (aid, be gloried in a gallow^ 
** a gibbet, or a halter.'' And in a note upon 
this pafl'^e of the (ermon, when publi(hed, he 
exprefles himfelf thus: '<«$ome pecfons, I am 
^Mnformed, were diigufted at thefe words, hat* 
" '^O gallows,, gibbet, tbey are (o horridly con- 
^ temptible: to whom I would reply, That the 

crofs, in point of ignominy, implied all this ; 
^.and in point of torture, much more. Unlefs 
** the £ngli(h reader forms to himfelf fome fuch 
^' image as this, he will never be able to apprc- 
<^hend the Icandalous nature and (hocking cir- 
<' cumftances of his divine maftei's death. The^ 
'' words, I muft confefs, were diveriified, and 
<' the fentiment reiteratedi on purpofe to. iiSa{\ 
^ the mind with this aAonifhing truth. Neither 
*' can 1 prevail mth myfelf to expunge the. fix- 
''^ preflions^ unlefs I CQuld fubftituu others of a 

♦ Mr Haryey. 

^ morr 
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^ more igtiominioii» and- execrable import itv 
♦* their room. Only I would beg the fcrious^ read- 
ier to fpeod a raometit in th« foHbwiiig re*'' 
^ fleftierk ]» it fo, that a polite and deKcattf 
<* ear can hardly endure To much ae the found of 
*^ the wof ds ? How aitisczi^ig then wt» the con- 
^ defirenfioB', how charmiog and addr^Ue ^d 
^ goodhefs 06 God^s iIlaftrioa« fon« to be^r alt^ 
"that is fignificd by thcfe iiKolerarbly vile rerni^; 
^ bear it willingly^ bear it ctieaf fully^ for us' 
^ men, and our falvationi** 

Before concluding' this head, it will be proper 
to obferve, in* what k was the apoftle did notT 
gloryi There is- plainiy a^ tacit oppofitSoo* in the 
form of Ks expreffion, to-fbme things in whrch 
■ others' werr apt to glory, and he as heartily de- 
f{>ifed : « God forbidnl^at I fhottid glory fave iqf 
«• crofs of our Lord Jcfus Chrift/'* He ftys inr 
generaJj Fhfl. iii. 7. ** But what things were 
« gain to me, thofe I countied lofs lor Chrift.** 
We find eifewhetrc^ in bh writings, exprefs njen- 
tion of thofe particulars whicbhe renounced asr 
any lubjeff of boafting» f. His' learning as a' 
ftholar; 2i His privileges as a Jew; 3. Even 
his- zeal snd a&iviiy as a miniffer of Ghrift. 'L^l 
as confider each of thefc by itftlF. 

1. He wdbld not glory in- his learning as a 
firholar. The apoftfe Paul had been brought up 
at the feet of Gamaliel^ andTeems to have been 
well accoraplifhed in every branch of human 
iciencc. Yet he (peaks of it with great neglefl-, 
or rather with 9 noble dlfdain, when compared 

with 
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with the doftrinc of the crofs: i Cor. i. 17. 
** For CfariQ fentmc not to baptize^ but to prea<^h 
** the gofpel : not with vvifdom of words, left 
" the crofs of Chrift ihould be made of none cf- 
** feft." And again, ver. 19. 20. ** For it is writ- 
" tea, I will deftroy the wifdom of the wile, and 
'< will bring to nothing the underftanding of the 
•* prudent. Where is the wife? where is the 
<* fcribe ? where is the difputer of this world ? 
'' hath not God made fooUQi the wiixJom of thi^ 
"world-?'' It may. perhaps "be afced. What is 
the meaning of this renunciation of human learn- 
ing -and wlfdom ? Is there any real oppofitioii 
between learning and the crofs? Would not the 
legitimate ule of human wifdom lead^ us to em- 
brace it? To tbrs I anfwer, that it feems to im- 
ply thefe three things. 

'(i) An admiration of the divine glory in that 
which had not on it any of the marks of human 
wifdom : in con&quence of this, a (ledfaft adhe* 
rence Xo the dodrine of the crofi, though thofe 
who were wife In their own conceit might be 
* tempted to defpife it, and to defpife him for its 
fake. T^his great fcholar; then, was not unwil- 
ling to fuffer the derifion and contempt of other 
(chdlars for his glorying in £he croTs. 

(z) It implied fuch a fuperlative admiratioti 
of this glorious and interefting objefl, that all 
the knowledge he poQeHed, and the honour he 
could otberwife acquire, feemcd io hini unwor- 
thy of regard : his attention was wholly fixed 
upon, andJiis affeftions wholly ingrdfied by, bis 
Redeemer's crols. 

Vol.1. Q. . (3) It 
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(3^ It implied, that though he certainly ought, 
and certainly did ufc the noble parts and accom- 
plidiments of which he was pofllfled, with zeal 
in his matter's caufe; yet he he did it with that 
humility and fclf-denial, with that noble con- 
tempt of vain embelliJliraents, which fhowed he 
was not building a monument to hinifelf, but 
fceking the honour of his Saviour. The doc- 
trine of the crofs ihould be treated in a manner 
fome how correfpondcnt to it ; not with a learri- 
€d and odentatious felf-fufficiency, but with a 
ineek and truly evangelical felf-denial. 

Miftake me not, my brethren : I am not fpcak- 
ing againft learning, in itfelf; it is a precious 
gift of God, and may be happily improved in 
the fervice of" the gofpel : but I will venture to 
fay, in the fpirit of the apoftle PauPs writings in 
.general, and of this paflagc in particular. Accur- 
fed be all that learning which fets itfelf in op- 
pofition to the crofs of Chrift! Accurfed be all 
that learning which difguifes or is afhamed of the 
crofs of Chrift ! Accurfed be all that learning 
which fills the room that is due to the crofs of 
Chrift! And once more, Accurfed be all* that 
4earning which is not made fubfervient to the ho* 
nour and glory of the crofs of Chrift ! 

Well then, the learned and eloquent apoftle 
.renounced the wifdom of words ; and how do 
we apply this in general? . By a fmall compara- 
tive eftcem of all natural advantages ; and by 
thinking it, in the heart, a greater .hopour and 
a higher privilege to fit down at Chri(ri table, and 
,to find acceptance with him,' than to poftefs 

beauty, 
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beauty, wifdom, learning, riches^ and honours 
in the higheft poffibic perfcftion : and nriay God 
grant, that every one in this aflenobly may be a- 
ble to fay, in fincerity, that, in what things he 
thibks he cxcells, thefc he is willing to " count 
*« lofs for Chrift !" 

2^ The apoflle would not gjoryih his privile- 
ges as a Jew. This wc find him affirming in 
many places of his writings : Phil. iii. 4. " Tho*' 
'* 1 might alfo have confidence in the ftefh. If. 
" any other man think that he hath whereof he 
*' might truft in the flefh, I more : Circumcifed 
<^ the eighth day, of the (lock of Ifrael, of the 
'* tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews j 
'< as touching the law, a Pharifee ; concerning 
*'zeal, perfccuting the church; touching the 
*' righteoufnefs which is in the law, blamelefs." 
Toward the latter end of the Jewifh common- 
wealth, there was a very prevailing and grofs 
mifiake among them, to look upon their external 
privileges as intitling them to the favour of God, 
and making a difference between them and o- 
thers. We have reafon to be fenfible, that 
much of the fame difpofiiion is ready to adhere 
to men in every age. But one great defigtr of 
1I1C gofpel is, to level the pride of man, to 
throw down all diflinftion in point of merit be- 
fore God, arid to fhow, that the power of the 
Redeemer is equally necefTary to, and equally 
fufficient for, ^all without exception : Rom. iii. 
22. " Even the righteoufnefs of God which is 
** by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, and upon all 
" them that believe ; for there is no difference/' 
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Rom. X. 12. *' For there is no difference bc- 
** tween the Jew and the Greek : for the fame 
*' Lord over all» is rich unto allthat call upon him /\ 
Col. iii^ii, ** Where thert is neither Greek 
** nor Jew, circumcidon nor uncircumcifion, 
" barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free : but Chrift 
« is all, and in aU." 

3. l^'he apoftle did hot glory in his perfonal 
cbara^er, not even in his zeal and a£^ivity as a 
ininiller of Chrift. This appears through the 
whole of his writings, where he is at particular 
pains to deilroy every foundation of boading or 
grorying in ourlclves : Rom* ui. 24. — 28'. ** Bc- 
** ing juftified freely by his grace, through the 
^* redemption that is in Jeius Chrifl : whom God 
''liath (et forth to be a propitiation^ through 
'^ faith in his blood, to decfare his rrghteoufiie& 
<' for the remilfion of (Ins that are part, through 
'< the forbearance of God ; to declart, I fay^ at 
<^ this time his righteou(ne(s : that he might be 
** Juft, and the JuRIfier of him which believeth in 
" Jefus. Where i$ boafting then^ Jt is exclu- 
*'ded. By what law ? of works ? Nay; but 
" by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude, 
'f that a man is j^nified by faith, without the 
•' deeds of the law**' Nay, we find that all his 
public fervices he confiders as quite unfit fubje^ls 
for boafting, even when he is obliged to men- 
tion them for his own vindication: i Cor.xv* 
9 10. '< For I am the leaft of the apoflles, that 
^* am not meet to be called an apoftle, becaufe 
*' 1 pcrfecuted the church of God. But by the 
*' grace of God I am what I am : and his grace 

" which 
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<< which wa^. beftawed upon ^ki^i was not in 
<< vsAn ; but I laboured more abundaotly than 
^MheyaU: yet not J[^ but thi: graioe of God 
*^ which, was with me.'^ 

I am perfiiaded that tboTe wJlo, Arom really 
Chrlftian pviociples, fecve God to thj&ir g^eoeca- 
tioQ With the greateft zeal, will be tooftrrea* 
dy to renounce all plea of merit lipoa thai ap« 
count. 1 have read with pleafure the following 
account of the temper exprefled by Jobo Knfox^ 
that eminent ihftruinent in the reformai&on^ when 
he was drawing near ^to his diffblution. Sonus 
perfon preient mentioned to him, what comjEbrC 
he might now have in hia extraordinary labour 
and great bfefulnefs ii> the churcbi to whom he 
oflfwerei, " Forbear . to puff up the flefli with. 
^f vantfy, to which it is of itielf faffieiemly ptooe* 
«*'The port 1 would be in at, is that of the free 
<* grace of God, through the merles of my bleflt 
<^ ed Saviour/* The truth is, thefc arc but the 
Centiments which /hall not only go wUh us to 
death, but continue with us to eternity. A deept 
fenfe of redeeming love, and grateful celebca- 
tion of the Redeemer's glory, is. not Oflly the 
language of the church on earth, but the delight* 
fill worftiip of the church triumphant in heaven t 
Rev. V. 1 1 . 12. 1 3. *< And I beheld, and 1 hcar4 
^ the voice of many angels round about the 
^ throne, and chebe^s, and the elders : and tb^ 
** number of them was ten thousand tinacs ten 
^ thoufand, and tboufands of tboufands j fa}4ng 
*' with a loud voice. Worthy 1$ the Lamb that 
•* ^as flaJj), to receive power, and riches., anc) 
Q. J ** wifdoi% 
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^' wifHomi and ftrength^ and honour, and glory, 
<' and bleffing. And every creature which ir io 
'' heaven, and on the earth, and under the earthy 
<' and fuch as are In the fea, and all that are it> 
'* then), heard I, faying, Blefling, and honour,. 
^ and gtory, and power be unto him that ficteth 
''upon the throne> and unto the Lambfor ever 
** and ever.** 

II, We proceed now to the ficond general 
head of dtfcourfe, viz. To confider what reafon 
every real Chriftian hath to glory m the crofs* 
This indeed opens to us a fubjedl of the mofl 
amazing compafs and extent. Though there is 
nothing here b«t M'hat is vile and contemptible 
to an unbelieving worldly mind ; by the eye of 
faith, every thing that is wonderful, amiable^ 
and valuable, is difcovered in the higheft per- 
ftftion. I cannot particularly enumerate every 
fubjedl of glorying in the crofs; and tberefare^ 
fhall jufl point out to you the three following, 
fcbje^s of meditation, which though they oftea 
run into one another, may be confidered in dif- 
tin£t and feparate lights^ i* The glory of di-^ 
vine perfeAlon fbines in it in the brigbted maa*^ 
rier* 2. 1 he riches of divine grace are manU 
fefted in it to ihe moA aftoni^ing degree. 3* 
The fanf^ifykig efficacy of it is fo tranfcendcntly 
fuperior to that of any other mean, as (hows it 
to have been the appointment of infinite wlfdom. 

I. The glory of divine perfeftion Alices in it 
in the brighteft manner. Would we direftly con- 
template the glory of the inviiiblf God, as it 

fliiaqs 



Ser.<8. Glorying in the cro/s, lijf 

ibiDe^ in his works and ways i kc us look upon 
the crois. It hath been fonQctimes^ and very, 
juftiyy iaid of the works of God^ that they have 
ufuaiiy in them lonaething much more wonder* 
ful and excellent than appears at firfl view. Jt 
bath alfo been further obferved^ that^ in this re* 
fyt(Xf there is a complete cootrafl and oppo^tiop 
between the works of the Creator , an4 thofe of^ 
the creature. . Every thing that flows from God,. 
the more ftriAly we examine it, and the more 
perfeftly we know it, the more we {hall admire 
it; but every w^ik of the creature, the more 
perfef^Iy it is known, the n\oie its inherent 
weaknefs always appears. This difcovers iifelf 
even in comparing the produce of the field with 
the tStCts'oi human art. Naturalifts obferve, 
that the fined and moft a^lmirabie human manu* 
failures, when feen, as by a finer fenfe, with the 
aflift|nce of a microfcope, appears quite coarfe' 
and irregular ; but that if you look at a pile of 
grals, or any thing natural, with the fame affift- 
ancc, you wiirfee Hill more exquifite and delicate. 
(Uokes of the almighty operator. 

li this is the cafe even in the material pro- 
duftions of natural power, how much more niufl 
it be fp in the un/earchable myfleries'of God^s 
Ipiritual kingdom^ In none vviJI. it hold more 
than in this chief of the wprks of God, this glo-' 
rious though dcfpifed objeifl,, the crofs of Chrift,* 
Here indeed the glory of God appears in all its 
luftre. It ijppears in fo ftrong and fo various 
lights, that the higheft angels are employed, dc^ 
lighted, and Icfl in the contemplaaon of it : i Pet. 
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i. 12. *• Whkh things the angets defirc to look 
'* inro.*' Eph. ill. lo. *• To the lAcent that now 
'^ unto the principaUties aiul powers ki heaveni]? 
*' places, might be known by the church the 
** manifoM wifdom of God.'* O what a difplay 

' of power in the union of God and man 1 What 
an almighty arm was rehired to make theli: 
things meet, which were infinitely diftani ! The 
Creator of the ends of the earth born of a wo* 
roan! the felf-exiftent become a feeble infant > 
the Lord of glory covered with (bamel the 
judu,e of all condemned to feiier ! the a«i«hor 
of life giving op the ghoftf 

What unfearcbabhe wifdom appears in finding 
a vi£lim able to bear almighty vengeance \ in 
finding a way by which fin might be at once pu« 
nifhed and pardoned, juftice fully fatisfied, even 
where mercy is extended ! Little wonder indeed 
that the angels defire to look into this mydery. 
They had taded the fruits of divine benignity in 
th^ happinefs of innocent creatures ; they had 
feen the g'ory of divine juflice in the perdition 
of the rebel-angels; but the crofs of Chrift waf 
the firft thing that difcovcred to them the glory 

^of divine mercy, in pardoning the chief of fin- 
ners, without In the leaft obfcuring the bright* 
nefs either of juftice or holinefs, nay to the il* 
luftraiiop of both. In the crofs of Chrift there 
is a more awful and penetrating view of the ju« 
fiice and bolit^efs of God> than could have beea 
given by the irreparable deftruftion of the whole 
race of Adam. And at the fame time, hi^ not 
" iparing his own Son/' but " delivering him i>p 

"for 
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" for OS all/' 18 a more aftonifhing eSeft %{ 
love, than pardon without (atisfaftion could have- 
been, had that been a thing in itfclf poffible. There 
is no end or meafui e to our views *of this fiib* 
jeft,; but 1 hope many of you will now fay^ 
with the apoitle Paul, what I dare fay he has 
Oct yet done repeating in heaven, Rom. xi. 33^ 
* O the depth of the riches both of the wifdomr 
^ and knowledge of God t how unfearchaWe are 
^ his jadgenaents^ and hia way» paft finding 
«outP' 

a. The rlchca of dFvfBe grace are manifefted 
in the crofs of Cbrifll to the moft aftocnflltng dew 
gree. Jt is not merely a wonderful work of God', 
wi)icfa aH Irh imelKgent crearores may behotd 
with admh^tibn^ but it iir a defign in whidi we 
oudelves have an^ iinmediate and zh infinite coin 
ccrn : For, IH liii. 5. " He was wonndcd for 
'** our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our int- 
** quities : the chaftifement of our peace was up- 
^ on him> and with his ftripes we are heafed/' 
O what an aniazing difplay of unmerited love I 
Every divine perfeftion indeed appears in it ve- 
ry dearly, but chiefly love. The tender mercy 
of our God predominates, afluates, and reign? 
through the whole. Chrift's undertaking, in ge- 
neral> is the fruit and evidence of the everlafling 
love of God : John iii. 16. ** For God fo loved 
'' the world, that be gave his only begotten Son, 
'* that whofoever believeth in him, ihould not pe* 
'' rifli, but have everlafling life/* Salvation, in 
the whole of itspurcbafeand ciScfts, was the fruit 

and 
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ancf cxpreffion of the infioite lore of Chrift t 
Rev. !• 5. 6. ** Unco him chat loved us^ and wafh- 
*' ed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
** made us kings and prieHs unto God, and his 
*'. Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
** ever and ever. Amen.'^ The believing foul 
is never more at a iofs than when atiempting to 
confefs its obligationi to redeeming love. The 
human mind never feels its weaknefs more than 
ivhc^n it attempts, to conceive, or to illuftiate, 
this truly incomprehenfible fubje£t. 

The grace of redemption may be confidered 
and illuftrated in a great variety of lights : From 
the greatnefs of the mifery from which we are 
delivered ; for ** we are iaved from wrath througbi 
*< him :'* From the greatnefs of the happinefs to. 
ivbich we are intitled ; for we are made ** heirs 
*' of 'God, and joint heir3 with Chrift :" From 
the guilt and unworthinefs of the objeAs of this^ 
love ; for it was " when we were enemies'' that 
" we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
" Son.*' But befides thefe copfiderations, there 
is more than enough of divine mercy to excite 
our wonder in the crofs of Chrift^ the price paid 
for our redemption. 

Great fufFerings ufually melt the heart to (ym- 
pathy and tendcrnefs, though we have no imme- 
diate coifcern in them at ail : but how much 
more muil every fource of tendernefs be open- 
ed, when we confider the fufferer as an innocent 
perfon, and as fuiiering in' our room I Remem- 
ber the perfon, remember the nature, remember 
the gieatnef?! remember the end, of his fuifer- 

ings 
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ing ; the eternal Son of God, the great Irnma* 
nue), covered with fliame, dragged to an un- 
righteous tribunal, not to abide the decrees of 
juflice, but to bear the efFefls of bli.ided rage ! 
Seehim; O (hocking fight f blindfolded, buffet- 
ed, and fpit upon, feverely fcourged, crowned 
with thorns, arrayed in purple, adored in deri- 
Hon I See bim nailed to the crofs ! O fhame- 
ful, O tormenting, O mod accurfed manner (^ 
death ! Is it pofGble to conceive the grace of 
this amazing humiliation, this infinite condeicen- 
fion f I would even call it incredible conde- 
fcenfion, but that happily it carries upon it this 
great truth. That God's ways are not as onr 
ways, nor his-^houghts as our thoughts. Apply 
it therefore, O fmner \ and fee how it magnr- 
fies the love of God. Was ail this abafement, 
all this (hame, all this fufTeflng for me ? and 
fhall I not glory tn the crofs ? Shall I even glo- 
ry in any thing but the crofs f As it magnifies 
the divine power, as it magnifies the divine mef- 
cy, fo it magnifies the finner. Is it any lefs to 
<H*r honour than to bis fhame .' Wc can never 
appear fo valuable as when our falvation is pur- 
chafed by our Saviour's dying groans; 

3. In the lafl place, The real Chriftian has 
reafon to glory in the crofs, for its efficacy as* a 
principle of fanftification. This is plainly im- 
plied in the claufe immediately following the 
text : for *< by it the world is crucified unto me, 
" and I unto the world/' The apoftic certainly 
has this alfo in view, when he celebrates the 

doffarine 
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dof^iine of the orofs as the wifclQcn and the 
jK>wer of God unto (alvation. And indeed to 
every believer the crofs, confidercd only as the 
truth, and as operating by faith lOn the under* 
Jbnding and heart, is fuch an argument to dut^i 
as there is not another in the whole compafs of 
Jsunaan kno^vledge that may once be compared 
«o it* Does any thing fet in fo ftri>ng a light 
the obligation of God's mod holy law ? Does 
mny thing fet in fo ikrong a Kgbt the infinite «vil 
of fin ? the infinite hoUnefs of God ? the infi- 
nite danger of fin ? Muft not cbe refle^lion of 
every believer be, ^' Who can fiand before xhis 
^ boly Lord God f If fucfa things be done in 
'^' thfe gceen treft, what ihaJl be done in the' 
^-dryr 

Birt what is the great fource, evidence, fun\, 
land perfection of fiindlification f Is it not the 
-love of God ? And how fiiall this be prodo^ 
jced ? how (hall it be prefervod and improved, 
in fo elFefhtal a manner, as by believing vieivtt 
of the crofs of Cbrift, the moft tender and ccrfj- 
4y expreiCon of ihis love to ns? i John iv. rij^. 
^ We love him ; becaufe he firft loved us/* How 
does this fiH the Cbrifiian with indignation a- 
gaanftfin, which he muft conf&der as '* crucifying 
^* him to Jiimfelf afi:e(h I " ^c. How doe^ it 
endear to him his Saviour's coonnands.! how 
.doesk infpire him M^kh zeal in doii^ bis will, 
andibnutude in fiifFering for his caufe I Will 
anything fo efFe^ually detormiae us to love 
onr^iiaUoFw-creature^^ as hia <:o«0ma&d aftd es^- 

ample I 
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^rnple? WiH anything fo efFcftually perfuade 
i]s to difcharge the mod important duties to o- 
thers, I mean, feeking their eternal welfare, as 
ihc value of a precious foul eftinsated J^y the 
<:rols ? Will any thing fo 'effeftually difpofe us 
to the moft difficult duties to others, I mean, 
tneeknefs, patience, and forgivenefs, as the great 
debt xrancelled to u^s by his fuffcrings on the 
•crofs ? Is it poflSble that his own words, in 
that awful feafon, can ever be forgotten, •* Fa-* 
*' ther, forgive them ; for they know not what 
'Mhey do?'* I cannot at prefent enlarge fur- 
tlier on thefe vie^s; -but well might the apoftle, 
and well may every Chriftian, glory in his Ma* 
fter's crofs, for the unfpeakable benefit he re- 
ceives from it ; For, i Cor. i. 30. *« of him 
^ are ye in CHrift Jefus, who of God is made 
-** unto us wifdom, and rightcoufnefs, and fan6Vh> 
•** fication, and redemption.*' t 

I proceed now to make fome praftical appli- 
cation of what harh been -faid. And, 

I. From what hath been -faid, you may learn 
what is the great and leading doftrine of the go- 
ipel, the fum and fubdance of the truth as it is 
in Jefus, v/z. the. do^rine of the crofs, orChrift 
fuffering the wrath of God, to redeem us from 
hell.. This was the great defign formed irf the 
councils of peace, early intimated in the firft 
promife, gradually unfolded in after ages, anil 
completely manifefted in the fullnefs of tim?. 
The Saviour was the fubje^H: of the ancient pro- 
mifes, the hope of the ancient patriarchs, the 

V.OL-1. R fubdance 
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fubflaoce of the New-Tcftamcnt difpen&tian, 
and the^ burden of the everlafting gofpel. He 
faith of himfelf. Rev. i. 8. " 1 am Alpha and O- 
<' mega, the beginning and the ending, faith the 
** Lord, which is, and which was, and which is 
" to come, the Almighty." On hU glorioos 
character, and precious blood, the infpired apo* 
(lies delighted to dwell Kd they then miftake 
their medage I did they miikad their hearers I 
No ; it was, and it (hall ever remain an un* 
changeable truth, what the apdUe declares^ 
I Cor. iii. 1 1. '' For other foundation can no man 
<< lay, than that is laid, which is Jefus Chrift/' 

On this foundation, every thing that is agree- 
able to the will of God, in dodrine or praAice^ 
tnuft be built. Every other part of the word of 
God derives light and beauty from the crofs ; 
every other part of the word of God derives 
force and meaning from the crofs ; every other 
part of the word of God derives life and efficacy 
from the crofs. Let us therefore remember its 
influence and value, and never lofe view of tt« 
Let us defpife the ignorant reproaches of thofe 
who flander it as unfavourable to moral virtue* 
1 dare sot lay indeed, that it is very favourable 
to an oOentatious parade of human merit ; but 1 
am fure it is the only way of producing felf-de* 
oied obedience to the will of God. 

2. From what bath been faid, you may fix 
the guilt and danger of the enemies of the ctcS^ 
and at the fame time may iearn who they are 
who defer ve this charafier. They may be divi- 
ded imo two cfilUoa: claffes : i. Thofe who 

are 
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arc enemies in principle to the crofs, who have 
no fenfe of their own unworihinefs, of the evil 
of fin, or the ncceffity of an atoi:temcnt. Such 
may fometimes retain the name of Chridians^ 
and comend that they ought to retain it, while 
they oppofc, with the utmoft viruJence and ma- 
lice. Us moil important and fundamental truth. 
1 cannot think, without horror, on the guilt and 
ingratitude of ail fuch pcrfons, and the fearful 
ponilhment which they fhall meet with at laft, 
when this defpifed Saviour '^ (hall come in the 
^ ckuds; and every eye (hall f^e him." 3. 
They arc alfo enecaics to this truth who are go- 
tcnftcd in temper and pra^ice by a ipirit diredly 
eppofil^e to that of the crols. The (hacae and 
reproach which ^he crofs implied are not fijffi« 
ciently attended to, nor the humility andfelf-de* 
aial neceffary to all thofe who would be the fol* 
lowers of a crucified mafkr. Are difre not ma« 
By who will have no religion but what wlrl be 
pliable^ and accommodate itfelf to the maxims 
of the world? Loaded with prudence, they 
sire unwilling to break meafures, either with the 
good or the bad. Dazzled wiih human poinp, 
they defpife every thing in religion, but what, ei- 
ther ia fubftance or circumftances, is grateful to 
human pride. Faftiionable praflices, however 
dangerous or vicious, they have not courage to 
oppofe. It were well, if they would confider 
the ancient form of confeffion at baptifm. Do 
you renounce the devil, and all his works ? I 
do. Do you renounce the world, its pomps, its 
pleafuresy and its vanities ? ' I do. And this 
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was not merely Heathenifh idolatry, and cere- 
monies of falfe worfhip, but that indulgence of 
vanity, and that gratification of appetite, in 
which worldly men, in every age, place their 
fipreme delight. 

3. What hath been faid may ferve for the 
fupport and confolation of real believers, under 
the trials to which they are expofed in the pre- 
fent flate. Iji is melancholy to think, how fre- » 
quenily, and how eafily, we are unhinged by di- 
ftrefs; what difcontent and impatiecce we are 
apt to difcover under fufFering. Alas ! my bre- 
ihren, are you not afhamed, of impatience, 
when you cohfider the unparaHclIed fuSerings of 
your Redeemer in your room ? A believing 
view of the Savioui^s crofs, one would think, 
might flop every mouth, and coropofe every 
murmuring thought. Has be fuffered fo much 
for us ? and (hall we refufe to fuffer from him, 
and for him ?. His fufferings fhould make us pa- 
tient, as they fliew us the evil of fin, and what 
we have deferved. Did we really deferve aven- 
ging wrath ? and /hall we dare* to complain of 
fatherly corrc^lion ? Did he fuffer with patience 
who did no fin ? and (hall we complain who arc 
punifhed lefs than our iniquities deferve ? His 
fufferings fhould teach us patience, becaiife they 
take away the bitterncfs and malignity of our 
fufferings, and turn them from a poifon to a me- 
dicine : he hath cxhauft'ed, if I may fpeak fo» 
the whole wrath of God, and left notirung for 
us but what is highly falutary. And as he hath 
changed the nature of all the fufferings of life, 

he 
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he hath taken away the fting of deaths which is 
the end of all our fuftering. That blood whicti 
fpeaks peace to the wounded fpirit, fliould be ^ 
healing balm to the wounded body. 

But of all the different kinds of fuflering, if 
we pretend to glory in the crofs, we ought to 
be leaft afraid of the reproach thrown upon us 
for adherence to our duty. To glory in the 
•crofe, is indeed to glory in fhame. The form 
of exprefEon ufed with regard to Peter and Johi>> 
Afts V. 4 1 . is very remarkable. They depart- 
ed from the prefcnce of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to fuffer (hame 
for liis name. It would greatly tend to fortify 
us againft this trial, if we would lay up in our • 
hearts what hath been faid on the doctrine of 
the crofs. If it is impolGbie to avoid it,^ we 
inuft needs fit down compofedly under it. And < 
if our attachment' to our great mailer is what it 
ought to be, we will chearfully follow him evea 
without the camp, bearing his reproach. 

4. In the lafi place, By what hath been QAJt, 
you may try your title to Cii down at the Lord's 
table, and learn your employment there. This 
ordinance is a fenfible memorial of our Redcetxi* 
er's crofs and paffion. It was on the crofs that 
his body was broken, and bis blood flied^ for you* 
Are you then to commemorate it ? Ypu can- 
not do lb, either in aa acceptable or profitable 
manner, unlefs you can join the apoftle in glo- 
rying in it. Have you feen any thing of the ex- 
cellence and amlablenefs of this defpifcd obje^l ? 
Nothing fo tadelefs and infipid to the proud 
R 3 and 
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and felf-rigbceous ; nothing ib defightful and re- 
frediing to cht broken in heart. Have you feeii 
any thing of the glory of the true God, in the 
fufferings of Chriu I and ean yon fay with the 
apoftle Paul, Heb.ii* lo. ^* It' became him» for 
^ whom are all things, and by whom are all 
** things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to 
^ make the Captain of their fatvation perfeA 
** through fufferings.'* Do you fee the giory of 
infinite mercy in the crofs ? and are your 
liearts drawn with the cords of love to him who 
** loved you, and gave himfclf for you ?*' Have 
you experienced the fanAifying influence of the 
crofs i are your corruptions weakened and mor* 
tified by looking upon it ? Is it your unfeigned 
defire, that they may be finally dcftroyed by it ^ 
To draw to a conclufion of the fubje^ r I 
cannot point our your duty to you in a manner 
more fuited to this day's employmcDt, or more 
proper for your after fecurity and cpmfort, than 
to turn the three reafons for glorying in the cro6 
into the form of e3(hortations.*-i— *I beiee^h 
you, my bdoved hearers, contentplate the glory 
of God in the crois of CbriA. See bim» infinite 
in power, infinite in wij^om, infinite in holine& 
You may fee a faint emblem of his g)ory in the 
book of natare ; but you <an only (ee Ms trao- 
ficendent majeAy in the book of God. And may 
^ he who at firft commanded the light to Hiin^ 
^ out of darknefs, ihine in your hearts, to glvp 
'* you the light of the knowledge of the gloiy 
. ^ of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift P — Adore 
ud apply the riches of divine grace. Let the 

convincedl^ 
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convinced^ fearful, trembling finner^ fly to this 
atoning blood, reft bis hope upon tt, and be fe* 
cure. — Aiid negle^l not to ufe the crofs of 
Chrift for mortifying your corruptions. Let 
your views^of it now be lively and ftrong, and 
can y the fame impreffion away, |o be your great 
prefervative irom daily temptation. Make no 
image of the crofs in your houfes; but let the 
remembrance of it be ever on your hearts. One 
lively view of this great object will c6ol the 
flames of unclean luft : one lively view of this 
great objedt will make the unjuft man quit his 
hold : one lively view of this tremendous objeft 
win tpake the angry maf>drop his weapon : nay^ 
pn^ look of mercy from a dying Saviour will 
make even the covetous man open his heart. In 
Ofit word, believing views of the crofs of Chrift 
will unke the ChriAi^n more and more to a rci- 
^oitciled God, will make his prefence comfort- 
i^le, his worfliip delightful, and excite a humbly 
longing for th^t time when we (hall fee him no 
more through the help of thefe elements, but as 
ht is in himfelf, exalted on his throne, where hts 
mvpcQiip ^d fervicp %\t cverlafting^ 
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SERMON IX. 
The world crucified by the crofs of Chri(t 

/ Galatians VI. 14. 1^ daufe. 

— By ivhom the vtorld is crucified t^ mt^ 
and I unto the worlds 



THE charafter of a fervant of God is fome* 
times defcribed in fcripiure by particular 
difpofitions or inftances of obedience, and fome* 
times by a general view of the (pirit that runs 
through the whole of his temper and carriage. 
Each of thefe ways has its own advantage and 
ufe. Each of ihera is to be found in its proper 
order in the holy fcrrptures, and (lands there as 
a proof of their fulnefs and perfc^ion. The 
whole of this paflage^ But particularly the laft 
claufe, upon which 1 am now to inftft, is of the 
general kind, and, in the apoflle^s own exam- 
ple, gives us a very comprehenfive view of what 
ought to be the temper and difpofition of every 
real Chriftian : « By whom,'' that is, by Chrift 
Crucified, or, " by which," that is to fay, by the 
crofs of Chrift, " the world is crucified unto me, 
** and I unto the world.''^ ^ 

This defcription will ferve, if carefully attend- 
ed £0^ as a trial and toucbftone of fincerity ; 

and. 
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and, in particular, wili ferve to diftinguirti rcaK 
religion from fomc of ks moA deceitful and 
plaufible counterfeits. At the lame time, it will 
furnifli thefincere Chriftian with very important 
diredlions for his prefervation and improvement, 
by pointing out the mofl fatal and dangerous 
rocks of temptation, which it >s hh intered ta 
avoid. Having explained the words in rr.y dif-^ 
courfe upon the former part of the verfe, I now 
only obferve^ that the propofition contained iff 
them is, ** That the world is crucified to the be* 
'< liever, and j^e to the world, by the crofs of 
'* Chrift.'' This naturally refolves itfelf into Wo 
parts, which I propofe to confider diftiniUy, 
viz* 

1. What is the import of a believer^s bekig 
crucified to the world, and the world to him. 

2. What influence the crofs of Chrift hath ia 
producing this effeO:. Having done this, I will, 

3. Make a pra^icai improvement of the fub- 
je.^. 

I. First, then, we are to conGder *the im- 
port of a believer's being crucified to the world, 
and the world to him. This feems to deferve 
the greater attention, that through the whole 
New Teftameht, there is a dire61 oppofition fla- 
ted between the world and the difciples of Chrift: 
ail oppofition of chara6>cr, an oppofition of in* 
tereft, and a continual confli<5l in confequence 
of both: Johp xv. 18. 19. " If the world hate 
<' you, ye know that it hated me before it ha- 
" ted you. If ye were of the world, the world 

" would 
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" would love his own : but becaufe ye arc not 

• of the world, but 1 have chofen you of the 
" world, therefore the world hacetb you." In 
this pa/Iage the world feems to be taken chiefly 
for the men of the world, or its inhabitants. 
It is, however, taken io a mote extenfive (enfe 
in the two following: i John ii. 15. ** Love 
^ not the workf, neither the things that aie in 
** the world. If any man love the world, the 
^ love of the Father is not in him/' i John v. 4. 
^ For whatfoever is born of God, overcometh the 

* world : and this is the viQory diat oTCfCO* 
^metb'the world, even ouc faith/' . Here, 00 
doubt, it fignifies not only men, and our bopea 
or fears from them, but every thing in the pre* 
fent li£B that ouy be the obje^ of camid affcc* 
tion, of finfol or vndotiful attachment* 

The expreffion in the xtTktf -** The world is 
** crucified to me,'' b igorative ; but abundantly 
pbiin, and exceedbgly firong. It might be con- 
fidered very cxtenGvely, and feveral things upon it 
may probably afterwards occur. Let it fuffice at 
prefent to make two obfervatioQS. x. This in« 
timates the fincerity and heartlnefs of the belie* 
ver's oppofition to the world. It muft be re« 
merobered, that crucifixion was a death the moft 
painful and difgraceful that could poilibly be in« 
flifted. When this image, therefore, is borrow- 
ed, and applied to the believer's feparation from 
the world, it implies not only an indifference to 
it, but the mod fovereign contempt of it, from 
the deeped and (Irongeft convif^ton of its abfo- 
lute vanity. Nay, as no perfona were crucified, 

but 
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but who were bated as well as defpiied by their 
judges, to be crucified to the worlds implies 
an UDfeigaed abhorrence of its pollution, and a 
dread of being inflaved by it. 

2. The fame thing intimates the perpetuity 
and fixednefs of the Chriflian's oppofition to the 
^orld. Thofe who were crucified were devo- 
ted to deftruftion, when they were nailed to the 
tree: they were not only tormented for a fea« 
ibO| but fixed there tUl death concluded the 
fcene: fo I apprehend the apoftle intended to 
figoify, by this eapreilion, his final feparation 
from the world, without the leaii hope or defire 
of ever returning to it* 

After taking this fliort and general view of 
the import of the expreifion, it will be neceflary 
more dUtin^Sily and h\\y to confider what is im* 
plied in being crucified to the world. This 
ought to be done with the greater care, that t€ 
is at once an important and difficult duty^ To 
be truly crucified to the world, I am afraid is 
exceeding rare ; and even thofe who are fo in 
Cncerity, upon the whole, are far from being fo 
in the degree that they ought to be. Thepunifii- 
ment of crucifixion is a Rrong image, in one 
particular, of the believer's charafter. Though 
it was certain death,, it was flow and lingering : 
fo wprldlinefs, in many perlbns, continues long 
vigorous, and dies very fiowly. 

There is another reafoo for treating this fubr 
jeA with care, that men are very apt to confi- 
der fuch expreiCons as extravagant^ and carry- 
ing matters an unreaiboable length. Mifiaking 

the 
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the nature of the duty, ttiey are neither con- 
cerned themfelves to praflife it, nor will they 
^Uow that any body elfe does fo in reality. I 
will therefore endeavour to fhew you, i^ What 
is not implied in crucifying the world ; 2. Where- 
in it immediately and properly confiAs* 

On the firjl of thcfe, 1 beg your attention to 
the following particulars. 

I. The world*s being crucified to us, does 
«ot imply that there is any evil in the natural 
world, coiifidered in itfelf,' and as the work of 
God. The whole frame of nature, as it was 
produced and is preferved by God, and the 
whole courfe of providence, as conduced by 
him, are pcrfeftly faultlcfs. We may even fay 
more, the creation carries on it fuch an image 
of its maker, as the materials are able to bear. 
In this view, it is our duty to look upon the 
world with reverence, and adore the glory of 
God in all its parts, from the highellto the 
■ lowcft. The evil arifes wholly from ourfelves, 
and our difpofition to (in. When we fay a cor* 
fupt enticing deceitful world, it is but another 
way of fpeaking for the corruption of the human 
heart. 

2. It does not imply that we fhould underva- 
lue or be infenfible of prefent mercies. Every 
gift of God is good, if it be received with 
thankfulnefs, and ufed with fobriety. The more 
the world is crucified as it ought to be, the 
more^we will difcern the goodnpfs of God, even 
in common mercies. It is matter of daily ex« 
perience^ and well worthy of oblervation, that 
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thofe who idolize the world moft, as an obje^ 
of finful defire, do nfually dcfpife the world moff, 
as the fubjed or ground of thankfuinefs to God. 
A voiuptuou?, ambitious, or envious peorfon, 
who purfucs the world with cagerncfs, and never 
thinks he has enough, is commonly difcontented 
and unthankful. His eyes are fo wiftfully fixed 
00 what be wants, that he neither remembers 
nor values what be already hi%. . On the con- 
crary^ the felf-denied and mortified ChriAian^ 
though defpifing the world as an objeA of pur- 
fuit, is yet deeply fenfible of the kindnefs of 
providence, in bis daily preiervation, or liberal 
provifion. A mind formed upon the principles 
of the goTpel, may look down with contempt 
upon the luflre-of a throne, and yet know the 
value, and feel a feofe of gratitude in the poflfef- 
fioii of a crumb. 

3. It doth not" imply that the world is ufelefs 
to a believer, even with regard to his fpirituai 
benefit. It is.not only certain that he may have, 
but that he will have, the fanftified improvement 
of every ftate : 'Rom. viii. 28. *^ And we know 
'* that ail things work together for good, to them 
'' that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
•* cording to his purpofe/' The fame mercies 
which make a wicked man infolent^ make a good 
roan thankful. They alfo extend his power of 
doing good to others. You may fee, by our 
Saviour's advice, how the world may be profit* 
ably employed : Luke xvi. 9. " And I fay un- 
•* to you^ Make to yourfclves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteoufnefs; that when yc 
Vol. I. S '' fail. 
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« fail, they may receive y«u into everlaftiog ha- 
<< bicatioiw.^' See alfo the account of his pro* 
pedure at the great day. Match, xxv. 34, — 36. 
'< Then (hall the KingTay unto chem on his right 
<' hand, Come, ye blefTed of my Father, inherit 
<* the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
^' datton of the world. For I was an hungred, 
*^ and ye gave me meat : I was thirAy, and ye 
'< gave me drink : I was a ftranger, and ye took 
<' me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was iick, 
'' and ye vifited me : I was in prifon, and ye 
^' came unto me.*' 

4. It does not imply that we ought to retire 
from the employment or buflnefs of the world 
altogether. Though there is a manifeft danger 
in being too much involved in bufinefs, as well as 
too much devoted to pleafure ; it is an error, on 
the other hand, to place religion in voluntary po« 
verty, in monki(h aufteriiy, or uncommanded 
maceration of the'body* This is not doing, but 
deferting our duty: it is not crucifying the 
world, but going out of it ; it is not overcoming 
ihe world, but flying from it. 

But let us now confider, dirci^ily and pofitive* 
ly, what is implied in the world's being crucified 
to us, and we to the world. And that the af- 
ter illuflrations may be at once more intelligible 
and more convincing, it will not be improper to 
begin by faying, in general, that we mufl be 
crucified to ihe world in thofe refpedls in which 
man, at his fi ft apo(lafy> fell away to the world 
from God. While man continued in innocence, 
ihe world, which in itfelf is without (lain, was 

never 
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never pert to an3rbut a facred uTe. It was then 
a theatre of divine glory, as indeed it is ftill * 
but not a fcene of hutnan guilt, as it is now. It 
was intended Yor a place of trial, however, irt 
which man wasieh to the freedona of his own 
will ; and therefore it was capable of being ab- 
ufed. Thence came that (acrilegious auach- 
ment to the worlds from which it is fo much 
our intereft to be efFjftually delivered. But to 
explain thb niatter a little more at large, the 
world mod be crucified to the believer in the 
following refpe^s ; which, though I confefs they 
all come at laft to the fame thing, yet I think it 
is proper and neceflary to mention didin^ly. 

I. As it is the fubjecl and occajiort of, or a 
temptation to Jin. It is very plain, that however 
faultlefs-and excellent the whole works of na« 
tare atid providence are in themfelves, from the 
corruption of our nature they become the food 
of carnal aiFeftion, the fuel of concupifcence. 
The very liberality of Providence, and rich pro* 
vifion made for the fuppty of our wants and ths 
gratification of our appetites, becomes a temp« 
fatioo t^ grofs fenfuality, and criminal indul* 
gence. Thb is well defcribed by the apofile 
John, I Ep..ii« i6. ** For all that is in the worlds 
*^ the lull: of the flefti, and the luft of the eyes, 
'< and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
" is of the world.*' In this view, we ought to 
hold it in the utmoft abhorrence. But how is 
this to be done i By ferioufly confidering the 
unhappy and. powerful influence it hath in folicit- 
ing us to evil. Infiead of being taken with ita 
S 2 charms^ 
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charms, .we ought to dread their force, we ought 
to be fcnfiblc how uocqual we are to the con- 

' Aid, and how unable, without fuperior (Irei^th, 
to keep ourfelves from its pollution 

When we fee perfons in honour and power, 

-- and are tempted to envy their diftingnifhed rank 
in life, we ought to confider how naturally ex« 
altation tends to intoxicate the mind,^ how 
few are able to bear honour or reputation with 
humility, and how little reafon we have to con* 
iide in our own fteadinefs and refolution. When 
we fee the iplendor of a rich and affluent (late, 
%ve ought to confidcr the (Irong temptation 
vhich commonly arifes from riches, to contempt 
of God, oppreilion of others, fenfuality of tem- 
per, and forgetfulnefs of eternity, Sufier me, 
on this fubjeA, to make every man hie own re« 
proven How few are there in a rich and af« 
fluent Hate, whofe condufi in the application of 
riches you can wholly approve ! Are you not 
confiantly blaming them for covetoufnefs and 
oppreffion oh the one band, or prodigality oa 
the other I How is it, then, that you entertain 
no fufpicion that you yourfelves would be led a* 
flray by the (ame means ? Is not this a flrange 
infatuation, and blindnefs to divine truth, even 
where every word of the Spirit of God is ratified 
by daily experience ? 

When we fee and>are tempted to envy the vo- 
taries of pleafure, thofe who live delicately and 
fare fumptuoufly every day, we ought to confi* 
der, what a dangerous infharing thing a]^tite 
is, how it deals upon men inienfibly, ^nd at 

laft 
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laft inflaves them abfolutely ; how hard it is 
for the mod cautious to fet proper bounds to it^ . 
as well as how dreadful and fatal the exceflive 
indulgeiice of it« To crucify, the world, then^ , 
as a temptation to (in, is not. to confider its 
charms by tbemfelves, but always in coQne£lioa > 
vuth their probable efiedVs. This feems to have 
fug^efied the wife and well-conceived prayer of 
the pfx>phet ^gur, Prov. xxx. ;, 8. 9. " Twa* 
^' things have 1 required of thee> deny me them 
*' not before I die. ReraoiFe far from me vanity * 
** and lies j give me neither poverty nor riches, 
'^ £eed me with food convenient for me; left I' 
** be full, and deny thee, and fay. Who is the 
** Lord ? or4eft I be poor, and (leal, and take the 
** name of ray God in vain.*' On the fame thing \ 
is founded the advice of Solomon, with regard ^ 
to the iin of fenfuality : Prov. xxiii. 31 * ** Look • 
'' not thou upon the wine when it is red, when : 
<< it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth ^ 
"itfelf aright.'' 

2. The world muft be cruciHed to the believer, , 
ai it would be his fupremc felicity and chief ' 
good. This is no otherwife to be diftinguifhed ^ 
from the former confideration, than as the gene* 
ral courfe and dream of our afFe^ions differs^^ 
from particular aAs of tranfgrefCon. It is very 
nece/Tary, however, to attend to it ; for there 
are m^ny under the hahitual government of a 
worldly mind, who do not think themfelvcsi and 
who perhaps are not jufHy chargeable with groHr 
afts of irregularity and excefs. I bleed inward- - 
ly to think, how many of the ordinary profeflbrr 
S-3. . ofi 
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of religion are here included. How many are 
therci who, if confdence wonld be faithful, mu(t 
confefsi that the favour of God^ his worship, 
his fabbaths, his people, are not their fupreme 
delight ! Yet that this is eflential to real reli- 
gion, or rather is the fubftance of all true reli- 
gion, I think we have repeated aflurances in 
the holy (criptures. It is plain from the lan- 
guage of the Pfalroift, PfaL Ixxiii. 25. *^ Whom 
^ have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none 
" upon earth that I dcfire bcfides thee." It is 
plain from the fum of the moral law, Luke x« 
27. ** Thou (halt love the Lord thy God with 
** all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
** all thy firength, and with all thy mind ; and 
** thy neighbour as thyfelf ;'' as alto from that 
trying paffage, Match, x. 37. *' He that loveth 
** father or mother more than me, is not wor* 
** thy of me ; and he that loveth fon or daughter 
** more than me, h not worthy of me." 

Take heed then, my brethren, to this import- 
ant truth. If the world woufd keep its diftance, 
fo to (peak, it might be eftecmed, and ufed, in its 
proper place, and to its proper end; but if it 
will needs pretend to be what it is not, and to 
promife what it cannot give, we muft take it 
for a deceiver, and hold it in deteftation. Your 
Maker formed you for his own glory : He muft 
be the reft and confolation of your fouls, or they 
never ftiall have reft^ he muft be their bappi- 
Befs, or they ihall be ihiferable for -ever. But 
if the world would feem to be your home, if it 
promifeth you content and fatisfadtion, if the 

poflelSon 
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pofleffion of it is the ultimate end at wbich yon 
afptre, fo tiiat you do not heartily, and with af* 
ie£^ion, look any further, it is ufurpingits Crea« 
tor's throne ; and therefore down witk the idol, 
and trpad it in ,the duft. 

• Is not this the great queftion vith regard to 
us ally Whether the objedls of faith, or of fenfe, 
things prefent or things to come, God or the 
worlds has the poflelfion of our hearts f A be- 
liever who will thankfully receive and ufe the 
bleifings of a prefent world for their proper 
end, will notwithfianding hold it, and all its pof* 
feiBons, in the bighed degree of contempt^ when 
compared wkh the one thing needful. He will > 
fay, from the bottom of his heart, in the preience 
of an all-feeing God, ^ Lord, let me never have 

• my. portion in this world only. The glory of 
^a throne, the mod inexhauQible mines of gold 
' and filver, without thy favour, I would not on- 

• ly defpife, but abhor/ 

Whence arifes this difpofition in the believer > 
From a conviAion of the unfatisfying nature of 
all earthly enjoyments ; from an inward perfua* 
(ion of this truth. That '< the world, in its bed 
*' ftate, is altogether vanity ;*' from a fenfc 
of the infinite difproportion between the pofiei^ 
iion of the creature, and the favour of the Crea- 
tor ; but, above all, from a deep and abiding 
conviAion of the precarioufnefs ami uncertainty 
of all earthly things. However undeniable it is, 
that the fashion of this world paf&tb away, few 
there are who live under the ftrong and lively 
practical imprelGon of it. The deceived beans 

of 
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of fioners beiieve die contrary. How well are 
ibey defcribed by the Pfalmift, Pfal xiix. 1 1 . 
12. ij. <^ Their inward thought is, that their 
** houfes fliali continue for ever, and their dwelU 
'* ing- placet to all generations ; they, call 
<* their lands after their own names. Never* 
** thelcfs, man being in honour, abideth not : he- 
'^ is like the beads that periih. This their way is 
*' their folly ; yet their pofterity approve of their 
" fayings I " One would think, nothing more- 
fliould be neceflary to crucify the world, than 
to reflefb upon the many defcriptions given us in 
the word of God of its uncertain duration: P(aL 
xxxvii, 35. 36. '' I have feen the wicked in 
'^ great power ; and fpreading himfelf like a 
'' green bay-tree. Yet he pafled away, and lo, 
" he was not : yea, I fought him, but be could 
*' not be found." 1(. xl. 6. "And the voice faid, 
" Cry. And he faid, What fhall 1 cry ? All flefti 
" is grafs, and ail the goodlinefs thereof is as the 
<' ffo>verof the field." i Oiali only add our lord's 
defcripdon of the fudden call of a worldly man 
to death and judgement: Luke xil 16. 17. i8« 
19. 20. 21. " And be fpake a parable unto them, 
'' faying. The ground of a certain rich man 
*« brought forth plentifully. And he ^thought 
" within himfelf, faying, Wbat,fliall I do, be- 
** caufe I have no room where to bellow my 
" fruits ? And he faid. This will I do : I will 
** pull down my barns, and build greater ; and 
" there will I beftow ail my fruits, and my goods. 
« And I will fay to my foul, Soul, thou haft 

" much 
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^' mach goods laid up for many years ; take 
** th'me cafe, cat^ drink, and be laerry. fiuc 
^< God faid uato hiin, Tbou fool, this night thy 
** foul (ball be required of thee : theft >vhofe 
^ (ball thofe things bif which thou had provided ? 
" So is he thatlayeth up tre^ure for hicnfeifi aud 
*• is not rich toM^rds God." 

3. The world muft be crucified, as it pre* 
lends to be necejfary to our felicity. This is 
chiefly direfled agatoft tboie who love the world 
to exceH), though at the fame time they at lead 
pretend to love God more. They feem to have 
cholen God as their fupreme; but it does not 
appear, that they have chofen him as their Aif&» 
dent portion* The workl ftill bulks fo much ia . 
their eye, that they know no happinefs or com«- 
fbrt of which it makes not a part. They fee^ 
, or think they (ee, the infufliciency of the world^ 
without the favour of God, as a refuge when, 
the world fails \ but they can no more reft fa- 
tisfied in God without the world, than in the 
world without God. I have no doubt, you will 
be feofible there are many amongft us in this con« 
dition : nay, I am afraid there will be not a few 
within themfelves fecretly juftifying this charac* 
ter and conduct. They will fay, < Is it poflible 
^ to deny, that the world is neceflary to us while 
' we continue here I is it not fo to you as well 
/ as to us ? and therefore why fhould it not be 
* regarded in this light ? ' 

To all fuch I anfwer, The world, in a certain 
proportion, is iadeed neceflary to us ; but this 
propprtioo is^noc to be alcertained by us. Ic 

muft 
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mud be left to the diipolat of infintte ^vifdom, 
without any conditions. When there is a di- 
vorce or reparation between the believer and the' 
worldi it is entire and complete^ without referve 
or Kmitation. He gives up all as the objeA of 
carnal affeAion, that he may receive again, for 
a nobler purpofe, that meafure whitb feems ne** 
ceiTary to the fan^tified will of God. He is juft 
in the Htuatfen of a man who^ ba^ng contraflecT 
obligations which he is unable to difcharge, has- 
ilirrendered his all into the bands of another ; and 
has no/urthcr ufc of what was formerly his own, 
than as mu<;h, or as long as the new proprietor 
flidl think fk* I know no image that more 
properly repre(ents the condition of cbe believer ; 
with this difierence, that in human af&trs the 
change is ufually for the worfe; but inr ^iritual 
things, the renunciation is an bfinite advantage^' 
and the ieeming lofs an un^eakable gain. 

Think not, my brethren, that this is carry- 
' ing matters to excefs. It is what our Saviour* 
exprefsly requires of all that woutd embrace bis 
doftrine: Lukeix. 23. ** And he (aid unto them 
'* all, If any man will come after roe, let him ' 
'* deoy himfelf, and take up his crols daily, and 
•* follow me/' It is indeed one of the hard fey- 
ings of the gofpel. Tou have heard it fometimes 
(aid, that every Chriftian muft be a martyr in 
reiblution ; and doubtlefs the world is net 
thoroughly crucified, unrefs our attachment to' 
every worldly enjoyment, without exception, 
be fo broken, that we are ready to refign it 
whenever God^ b bis providence, fiiall fee 

fit 
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fit to demand it. We have an exc^ellent lefTon 
to this purpofe^ in the trial to which our Sa- 
vloar put the young man in the gofpel, with 
a decent and regular profeiHon : Match, xix. 21. 
22. ** Jefus faid unto bim^ If thou wilt be per- 
*^ fe&, go and fell that thou haft, and give it to 
'< the poor, and thou £halt have treafure in 
<* heaven : and come and follow me. But when 
^ the young man heard that faying, he went a- 
*' way forrowful ; for he had great pofreffions.*' 
To crucify the world, then, is to count no 
worldly enjoyment whatever neceflary, either 
to our prefent cothfort, or everlafting happinefs, 
but to put an abfolute and unfhaken confidence 
in the wifdom and goodnefs of a reconciled God. 
This is excellently exprefled by. the prophet 
Habaklkuk, ch.iii. 17. 18. ** Although the fig-tree 
'< (hall not bloiTom, neither (hall fruit be in the 
^* vines, theiabour of the olives fhall fail, and the 
'' fields (ball yield no meat, the ilock (hall be 
*^ cut off from the fdd, and there (hall be no 
<* herd in the flails : yet I will rejoice in the 
'* Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvation." 

4« In the laji place. The world mufl: be cru- 
cified, as it is a feparate and independent gooJf 
without its due relation to God. God himfelf 
alone is independent. All other things ftand in 
an infeparable relation to him, and fhould be u« 
fed in fubferviency to his honour : *' For of him, 
^< and through him, and to him, are all things.'' 
Every rational creature, who continues in, or 
returns to his duty, difcerns this relation,- and 
maintains this fub^rviency. It was the firfl i- 
idolatry and facrilegf , to break the ties that join 

the 
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the Maker to bis \i^otksy and lave the creature 
for its own fake. But he that is crucified to the 
world, wiJI confider every earthly enjaymem as 
the gift of God : be will confefs the goodnels 
of God in bellowing ft, and will obey the com- 
mand of God tn the tfle and application of it. 
That this is the duty of a Chriftian, is pbin 
from the general ftrain of the holy fcrfptures ; 
and particularly from this exprefs and poffdve 
declaration^ i Cor. x. ji. " Whether therefore 
" ye eat or drink, or whatfocver ye do, do sdl 
** to the glory of God,** 

The world, then, as a (eparate independent 
good, or as a mere gratification of carnal defire^ 
is to be crucified. It was not given us for (b 
low a purpofc as the indulgence of appetite, 
but for nobler ends. But perhaps it will be ne- 
ceflaryto obferve, that fome of the myftic wri- 
ters have raifed a variety of improper queftioos 
on this fubjeft. Some have affirmed the unlaw- 
fttinefs of tafling any of the fweetnefs of crea- 
ted enjoyments, more than was.barely neceflary 
for fubfiftence. It is eafy to fee, that it muft be 
very bard, sn many fuch cafes, to fix the bounds 
between neceilicy and convenience, uie and plea- 
fure : hence the confcience is involved in uq^ 
Ipeakable and endlefs perplexity. Upon this I 
would obferve, that the general reference of all 
things, even common aftions, to the glory of 
God, is fufficiently and clearly eftablifhed upon 
the paflrfge of fcripture above mentioned. But 
in order to do this in the moft profitable man- 
ner, fomc fubordinate ends alfo muft be confi- 

dered ; 
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detcd; ftud therefore! not oaly what is necelTa- 
ry to health and comfort looft be ufed with this 
vieWy bat the enjoyment of manjr of the erea* 
tores may be allowed as the fruits of dtirine 
bounty, and tending to infpire an habitual cheat- 
fulncfs and gratitude to God. 

I ihall conclude iiith giving you thefe two 
general rules to be cbferved in the enjoyment of 
•outward mercies. 

1/ Tbat we have greater reafon to guard a* 
-gainillins of excefs and intemperance than of 
nbfttneitce. The firft are tmTpeakably more com* 
tnon acid prevalent than the other : they alwa^ 
have been foy and are always likety to be fo. 
If fome few have gone into fuperflition! by ex- 
traordinary mortification^ thouiands have been 
betrayed into fin, and at lafl brought to perdition, 
by therharms of a fenfual life, 

a. If any arc in danger of erring on the op- 
f ofite fide, the way to difcover when we are 
going wrong, is to coofider, whether the mor- 
tification renders us more fpiritual, and more 
aAive, or, by excefs of fcrupuloftty^ we arc 
confuming our time, and negleffing our doty. 
The deceits of Satan are very fubtle : he fSls 
Tome pei^ns with fo many doubts upon every 
-particular, that they are JBce one who makes 
*ttle progrefe in hi^ journey, from* continual un- 
certainty, and fretjaent flopping to enquire the 
way. It is certainly far better to carry on the 
general ends of God's glory, and point to this as 
our ultimate purpofe, than every now and then 
Vol. I. T to 
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to intaogle and imbarrafs ourfelves wtb que- 
Itions of litile moment. 

Before proceeding Co che fecond general 
head, I fliall finiOi this dXcourfe by a few ob* 
lervations for the improvement of what hatb 
been already faid. And, 

I* From what bath been laid upon this fub- 
jeA, you may learn the great importance of the 
duty ; that it is the di(lingui(hing charafler of 
a real ChriftiaD, to be crucified to the world, 
and the world to him. Alas ! bow many de* 
cei?e themfeives in this particular ! How many 
fatisfy themfeives with a name to Uve, when 
they are dead ; with a form of godlinefs, while 
they deny the power thereof ! How many, with 
a decent and regular outward profeffion, are yet 
wkplly devoted to the world ! Their medita- 
tion dwells upon it ; their afFedions center ia 
it ; their care is bcftowed upon it ; and their 
delights entirely flow from it. Let it be confi« 
dered, that there is nothing more contrary to 
true religion. The world, or created good, is 
the great competitor with God for the heart. 
All the honour and efteem that is given to it is 
taken from God. AU the fervice and obedience 
that is beftowed upon it is refufed to God. Call 
to mind fome of the paflages of fcripture refer* 
red to in the preceding difcourfe ; particularly 
the following : i John ii. 15. " Love not the 
** world, neither the things that are in the world. 
<' If any man love the world, the love of the Fa- 
^* ther is not in him." 

TAy dear brethren, there are many who would 

look 
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look with Contempt or indignation on thofe wha 
are guilty of particular fcandalous and dlfgrace^ 
ful fttks, for exanipiei on a profane fwearer, 
drunkard, or unclean perfoh^ while yet the/ 
thenifetves are as much wedded (o the world, 
and have as great an inward averfion at the prac* 
lice of piety, and the power of the fpiritual life, 
as any of them. all. Ckher fms are but the body 
or the members : worldlinefs is the foul and fpiric 
of irreligion. Other (ins are but the aAs or ex-^ 
prei&ons,. worldlinefs the inward principle that 
gives them Kfe; 

How important a part tbis is of the Chriffiaa' 
charader, will plainly appear from thefe twa 
confiderations : t. W6rldline<3 may be itfelf 
the principle which reftrains men from many o* 
ther fins. A defire* of reputation, a delrght in 
the efieem of others, is often the caufe of out- 
ward decency ; nay, it is not feldom the caufe 
of apparent zeal and eminent hypocrify. 2. 
There ifiay be as great a degree of worldli'neis 
with as without a profelfion of piety. Men may 
retain a form of godlinefs chiefly to fet them- 
felves free from the reproofi of confcience, thac 
their prefent enjoyments may have the higher rc- 
Kfh. Nay, 1 cannot help bbferving, that though 
covetoufhefs ts one of the grofs (ins mentioned 
in (cripturc, as entirely fubverfive of religion^ 
there ts fcarcely any fin that can be carried to 
fuch a degree, without caAing off the profeffion 
of it. Hence it pfamly appears how important 
a part of the character of a r«al Chriftian it is 
to be crucified to the world. Without this the 
T 2 foundeft 
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ibuBcIeft principles, aod the ftriAeft profeffioD» 
will avail notbiog ; for ^ey that are ** Cbrift'% 
'< have crucified the flf A, with its affisfiiooa and 
^ lufts." 

2. From what bath been 6id yoy may fee, 
not only tbe importance* but the great extent 
of the dqty. The world itfdf, aDd all that is 
therein, in tbe fenfe formerly explained) taoSt 
be crucified* Tbaryou may, in fooie mcafiire^ 
conceive ibe extent of this, coofider tbe .com*, 
laondivifion of worldly enjoy meots, viz, riches^ 
honours, and pleafures. Ail thefe, wilfao¥t ex** 
ception, and all tbefe equally, nuift be denied 
by the Chtiflian* Yqu OiaU i/ten ice, ihat the 
covetous man will ddpife and bate tbe prodigiil»^ 
and even expieis the greateQ zeal againft licit,, 
and extravagance of every kind. Tbe lenftiaiK^*; 
on the other hand» delpifes tbe miffr» •• fthi^d 
to the world, and a Have to the inoft fivdid of 
all human paflions. And the ambitious m^, 
eager m the purfuit of honour and df;oicy, vai^« 
}y conceives bimfelf fuperior to both, li^t 
they are all equally oppoiCte to ^od iqconlUlent. 
with tbe fpirit of the gofpel. If your fypreme 
delight, if your portign and bappineis ii hp^e^ 
it is of little confequeoee whether your hearts 
are fee upon <^ the ltd of the flefh, the luA of 
** the eye, or the pride of lt£e.^' it is with the 
foul as with tbe body : there are many different 
difeafes taking place in dif&rent parts, and ihew* 
itig themfelves by different fymptonss, hoc 
which will equally end in^ death as their 
cffeft. ^ 

3. You 
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3. You may h^nce learn the difficulty of the 
duty; to J>e cruciEed to xb^ urorld^ »nd yet to 
Kve ia ti)e world ; to bc.cruciged to tbe woild^ 
and yet to. pofIe& the world ; to be crucified to, 
tbc world^ and yet to have a gfeat part of our 
thoughts aad love oeceflarUy employed about the 
woikl* TJbe temptation is. ever prefent) and^ 
through the corrupiiou and tre^hery of our 
own hearts, fatally (Irong. Ought \^e not hence 
to infer the abfolute neceflity of contiaual vigi* 
lance* and continual prayer \ continual vigi- 
lance in our duty» and jeaioufy of every temp* 
Cation that may be in danger of diveittng us 
from It? continual prayer to the Father of 
lighUy in the .name of Chrifl| for fuperoatural 
ftrength \ Every excrcifedChiiftian knows from 
experience the danger of the world as an ene- 
myi and how hard it is to keep fuch clear views 
of the things of eternity, as to be preferved 
from ajQ undue and finful attachment to the 
ihiags of tkne. The world is dangerous evea 
to tho£e who maintain an habitual jealoufy of 
\ip and bold it as an enemy : 'how much more 
muH it be ruinous and fatal to tbofe who love 
and proiecute it as the obj.e£l of their chief de*. 
fire ! 

4. I (ball now conclude^ by improving this 
fubjed for the purpofe of (elf-examination. 
And (ureiy no (erious hearer will be backwarct 
to bring himielf to the trial. My beloved hear* 
ers, I'fpeak to all of every rank, high and low^ 
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, who ]>ro* 
^fs to bear the nan^ of Chridians : Are you» 

T 3 oa 
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or are you not, crucified to the world/ and ebe 
world to you ? All real believers arefo. If you 
are Dot> your riches or your poverty, yourhoaour 
or your fharae, your regular behaviour, or evefi 
your zeal for public duties, will avail you no* 
thing in the day of ChriA^s appearance. I am 
ienfible, that the decifion of the quelHon, Whe- 
ther you are, or are not, crucified to the world? 
may often be attended with 00 tittle difficulty.^ 
I will therefore, as far as I am able, endeavour 
to affift you in the trial. For which purpofe, I 
beg your attention to the following obfervattons* 
I. You are crucified to the world> if yoa 
do not habitually allow your thooghts to dweli 
upon it, and your defires to run out after it« 
The crofs was an abhorred objeft, which no 
body could look upon witb delight. Worldli- 
ncft is often as much difcorere.d by our defirea 
aiftcr what we have not, as by the- ufe or cm^ 
ployment of what we have. There are many 
whofe great delight feems to arifeirom the fond 
expeftatioBs they entertain of worldly happinefs 
to come : nayj riiere are many who are fo flbtb* 
ful as not to purftie the worlds and yet feed 
themfclves with the very imagination of it^ 
Their thoughts, and even their language, con* 
ftantly runs upon idle fancil^s, and romantic fijp- 
pofitions of the happinefs rfiey £hould enjoy,, 
were they in ' fuch or fiich a ftate. Now, my 
brethren^ he that is crucified to the world will 
make confcience of refiraining thefe irregular de- 
fires*; and, from adeepconviftion of the vanity 
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of the world, will find Ihtle pleafure in the con* 
Kmplfltion of ir. 

a* Your being crucified to the world will 
appear in the moderation of your delight and 
complacency in what you poflefs of it. You 
will not, if I may fpeak fo, give yourftlvcs up 
to it, but will always qualify the eDjoyment of 
• it by a rcfleftion upon its vanity in itifclf, and 
its ^ort duration as to any conne£Hon we fhalt 
have with it. We are ready to pity the weak- 
nefs of children, when we fee them apply them- 
ielves with fo much eagerne^ to trifles, and fo 
greatly delighted with their amufements and en- 
joyments. A parent, looking on tbem whea 
hotly engaged at piay, will beat once pleafed 
to fee tbem happy, and at the &me time filled 
with a tender commiferation of their want of 
reflefttoQ. Something of the fame view one 
crucified 10 the world has of all earthly enjoy* 
ments. Many a grown perfon wiit^ fmile at the 
play of children, ^^hile he bimfelf is perhaps as 
eagerly engaged in thefchemes of ambition, in po- 
litical firuggles, and conteQs for power ; Which 
are often as great trifles as the phy-thitigs of 
childveB, otAy that they are the play-things of 
men. 

■ 3. You arc crucifited to the world' if you 
have low hopes and expectations from ir. It is 
hope that ftir s us up chiefly to aftlon in all our 
pbrfuits. And fo long as we entertain high 
thoughts of ^at the w6rld wiU afford* us ia 
ibme afier-fea&nj we arc not crucified to it^ 
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There is a comousn pfovci^ bying, ' If It were 
* not for hope, the heart would break s' juft fo^ 
when our hopes frpm the world .are deCh-oyed^ 
the heart of the old man is broken. We are 
exceeding ready to think, that were (uch or fuch 
a difficulty or uneafinefs removed, cqcild we ob** 
tain fuch or fuch an advantage in vieW| we would 
be happy. But there is always a deception at 
bottom* We vainly think} that bappinefs arifea 
from the creature; but he that is crucified to 
the world judges, by paft experience, that it hath 
little comfort to give; and therefore be wiil 
place but little dependence upon it. 

4« He is crucified to the world who bath tru» 
ly fubdued all invidious diipofitions towards tiie 
l^effion of it. There are many who ieem to 
have little comfort from their awn enjoyments ; 
but there is reafon to fear, that it arifes not lb 
iiwch from' C^f-denial, as from difitoatent. The 
world may be (aid . to be crucified to them, but 
they are not crucified to the world* It is by 
tl^is that worUfiacia exprefles idblf chiefly in the 
lower ranks of lifi;. Tbofe who are obliged to 
lave moderately and hardly, from mere penury^ 
tiften (bew, by their canriage and language, that 
they have as much fenfiiality in their hearts, aa 
tbofe wko indulge their irregular defires to the 
greatell cxcefs. But he that is crucified to the 
worUs act only iees all its pomp and iplendouv 
bi others without repining, but will often be* 
(low a thought of compaffion upon the grear^ 
Car the Ininaiisg circumflaaces m whkh^they 

are 
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are placed with regard to their fouls. And fure* 
ly they are of all others moft to be pitied. May 
the Lord, in mercy, convince them of their 
danger ; and, in the mean time, preferve his own 
people from being led allray by their iiiflueace 
and example. 
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SERMON X. 
The world crucified by the crofs of Chrift. 

Galatiansvi. 14. laft claufe. 

''^^By whom tie vtorU i$ crucified t$ me^ 
md I unte the vterld% 



I Now proceed to the feceni thing propoied, 
which was, To (how the influence of the 
crofs of Chrift in crucifying the world. This, 
my brethren, deferves your moft ferious atten- 
tion, as pointing you to the great and vital priiu 
ciple of the Chriftian's fan£^ification, the true and 
only fource of fpiritual comfort and peace. The 
crofs of Chrift is always confidered in the apofto- 
lie writings as an obje6l of the higheft dignity 
and naeiit; and the believer is there taught to 
Ipeak of it in expreffions of the warmeft attach- 
ment and regard. Witnefs the words of the 
text itfelf, in the preceding claufe : *^ God for- 
^* bid that I (hould glory fave in the crofs of our 
** Lord Jcfus Chrift." We may perhaps be eafi. 
ly induced, in a time of external quietnefs and 
peace, to adopt/this fentiment as an opinion, or 
to ufe it as a form ; but happy, and only hap- 
py, thofe io whom it dwells as an ever^pre- 

(ent 
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km txxxthf and operates as a iaily governbg prin* 
ciplcl 

Taking the fobje£l in great latimde^ I might 
obferve, that the crofs of Chrift being the price 
paid for the bleflings of faivation in general^ e- 
very iUuminating difeovery in the mind, and t* 
very gradous affedion in the heart, which are 
the work of the divine Spirit, may be juftly a« 
fcribedtoit. But I^propofe, at this time, to 
confider it fingly as an obj^A oi faith, and to 
fiiew how the firm perfnafion and frequent re- 
^cUleAion of this great truth tends to crucify the 
world to us, and us to the world ; the rather, 
that we find elfewhere our viAory over the world 
y afcribed to faith, and this faith particularly ter- 
mmating on ikt Son of God : i John v. 4. 5, 
*' For whatfoever is born of God, ' overcomdth 
** the world : and this is the viflory that over* 
** Cometh the world, even our fMth. Who is 
'< he that overcometh the world, but he that 
** believeth that Jcfus is the Son of God ?" For 
the further illuftration of this fufojeft, then, let 
us obferve, 

i. That ^^ crof^ ^^ Chrift crucifies the world, 
as it gives us an immediate and ftriking view of 
the mortality of our nature, as well as the origi- 
nal and general caufe of this mortality. The va* 
nity of created things is in nothing more mani* 
feft, than in their precarious nature, particularly 
our own tendency to the duft, by which all 
earthly relations (hall be fpeediiy and entirely 
diflblved. In this view, indeed, you may fay, 
that the death of ariy other perfon^ ficknefs, and 

all 
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ail ks iKtcttdtng firidptanSy or a fimerai, wkh its 
mournful folemDities, tends to crucify the vorld: 
and Mdft certaiidy they ido. Bat there it fome- 
tUng Oill more in the croft of Chrift. There 
we (ee» not only the dcttth of our nature, but 
the death of the Son of God in oar roon. Tbeie 
we arecarrird btodL to a view of th« great caxfe 
oi the univerfid reign of the king of terrors. 
rSiQi fin firft brot^ght death into the world $ aad 
this made k noeeffoy Ibac Chrtft *^ (faould cafle 
^' of 4eatb for every aaan^" that we might be re* 
Aored to (ptritual Kfe. Mortality^ therefore, 
is wrictea in the moft le^Ue cbaraJlers on the 
crab of Cbria. . Nliy, ti^ curfe of creatioo tifelf 
is written upon 4be cro6 of Chrift* We efcimiot 
ioQk upott ii^ therefore, in a.ieriiMis ammer, 
without bei^g <feqdy ajSEb^ied wi(h the <loom 
whicb we otwielvet have &iU to undergo : '^ Duft 
** thott art^ and to dnft tbpu ihalt reeurn.'^ It 
is imfMifiibk to avoid Icaowiag that we nemft die ; 
bot thoTe only di&o^er the moment of this tHich^ 
who. iee its procurk^ caufe. Thofe ottly have 
juft and abiding impreiEons of the j^>eedy ap- 
proach of natural death, wbo are filled with 
concern for their awn de&verance from the 
power of the iecond death. 

z. The crois of Chrift ^nidfies the w<0f Id ao 
a believer, as it ibews him>bow fittle be deferves 
^ the hand of God. Believers on the crofi of 
ChrUl ice him (landing in their room, and bear- 
ing the wrath of an offended God, which was 
their due. Whea this is not only profei^ with 

the 
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tlie mootb^ but received into the heart, it give« 
a deep conviAion of the evil of (in, and lays the 
fidher proftrate in humility and felf-abafement. 
Muft not cIhs greatly weaken and mortify aU 
worldly afFedion/ which takes its rife from pride 
and fclf-fufficieQcy ? It is, if I jnay fpeak fo, a 
fort of claim and demand upon Providence, as if 
fomething were due to us. Worldly perlbns, in 
prolperity, not oidy cleave to tlie world as their 
portion, biit niay be faid to aflert their title to 
it as their property. The fame inward difpofi* 
tton may be difcovered by their carriage in the 
op'pofite ftate. When Cheir fchemcs are brokcnV 
and their hopes blafted^ by repeated di&ppoint*> 
ii^nts, or when their pofleflions are taken from 
them by unexpeded (Iroket, they refift and rebel 
with impatienee and indignation, as if fome per* 
fon had done them wrong. 

Bot~ when men are feofible that they deftrve 
nothing at tlie hand df Gfod, this mortifies their 
eardily defires, and puts their complaints to fi^ 
lence. &e how Job cxprcffcs hinhfelf after all 
Ms calanxities, as fenfible that he had loft no* 
thing of his own, chap. i. 21. " Naked came I 
♦* 6ut of my mother's womb, and naked (hall I 
^teturn thithiT: the Lord gave, and the Lord 
** hath taken away ; blefled be the name of the 
" Lord.'' Let me fpeak of this, my brethren, 
as a gracious difpofition, which, alas ! is too 
often but weak, yet fiirely hath place in the 
heart of every ehiki <rf God. Let me fuppofe 
him' oonfviAced, iAaihe is (inxivorthy of the feaft 
of all God's mercies ; will he not keep his pof- 
Vol, L U ' feffiona 
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feffions the more loofely, and uill he not qiut 
his hold the more eaGly ? But where (hall we 
learn real felf-abaferoeat fo well as from the 
crofs i where (hall we learn how little we de- 
fervc that is good, fo well as in that place which 
(hews we have indeed deferved every tbii^ 
that is evil ? where (hall we learn to make mo* 
derate demands of created mercies, but where 
we fee, that not only the creature, bu( life itfelf, 
was forfeited by our guilt? Let me fuppofe a 
condemned criminal carried, with many others, 
to a fcafFold, there receiving a pardon, and wit* 
neiEng, in the execution of others, what was 
the fentence of the law upon himfelf ; will he, 
at this inftant^ think you, be impatient or 
thankful^ Will he be jealous of the honour or 
refpedt paid to him ? will he quarrel about the 
dignity or convenience of the place a(Egned to 
him I No furely. Loft in the confideration of 
the fate he has efcaped, and the favour he has 
receivedj^ he will pay little regard to matters of 
fmall comparative importance. Juft fo the 
Chriflian, placed by faith at the foot of the crofs, 
deeply moved by a difcovery of the wrath of 
God, which he had deferved to fuffer to eterni- 
ty, and taking an immediate view of what his 
Redeemer fuffered to deliver him from it, will 
be little thoughtful of the world, or any of its 
enjoyments. 

3. The crofs of Chrift crucifies the world, by 
reverfing all worldly maxims, and (hewing of how 
light eftimation worldly greatnefs is in the fight 

of 
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of God. So Jong as worldly maxims prevai?, 
and worldly greatnefi is in high efteem, the 
crofs ot Chrift is a defpifcd objc^ft. But io foort 
as this objeft acquires bulk and value in the be- 
liever's eye, by being taken for what it really 
is^ the, world is difgraced in its turn, it plea(ed 
God, in his infinite wifdom, for the falvation of 
finners, to fend his own Son into the world, in 
the human nature t and as it was in- itfelf a 
deep Aep of humiliation, for the Son of God tq 
be found in faihion as« man; (b, even in this 
afiiimed nature, he was attended with every cir- 
cumdance of meannefs and bafenefs. No re« 
tinue of iUuftrious minifters to ferve him ; no 
iplendid or elegant apartment to receive him; 
but born of a mean woman, brought forth in a 
ftable,and laid in a tnanger. Memorable and in« 
ftruftive hiftory indeed I which feall: never be 
forgotten where the gofpel is preached, to the 
end of time. 

Remember, my beloved hearers, though di« 
vine fweetnefs and benignity adorned his car- 
liage, though dfvine power and energy attended 
his miniflrations ; yet poverty, flander, and con- 
tempt were his continual portion ; fo that he 
eonld fay, in the language of the prophet, " Re- 
'« proach hath broken my hear; ;'* atid again^ 
^ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the aif 
^ have nefts ; but the Son of man hath not 
" where to- lay hi^ head.'* Some of the ancients 
have reprefcnred the Saviour as of extraordinary 
beauty of countenance and comelinefs 'of form, 
founded perhaps on a literal interpretation of 
U X tha£ 
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that expreflkni io the PAIinift, PfaL xlv. 2. 
^ Thou art fairer than the children of men s grace 
^ IS poured into thy lipt : therefore God hath 
^' blefled thee for ever.'* Without. bdog pofi* 
live, I fliatt only fay^ that this does not corre* 
fpond much with the other circumftances of his 
incarnation. And indeed ibme have fuppolcd di* 
reAly the contrary, founding their opinion up- 
, on the language of the prophet Kaiah, chap. tii. 
14* *' As many were aftonted at thee $ (his vi» 
'< fage was fo marred m>re than any roan^ and 
^ his form more than the (bns of men) ^ as aUb^ 
chap. liii. %. ** For. he fhall grow up before lum 
** as a tender plant| and as n root out of a dry 
^' ground t he bath no form nor comeUnefi : and 
** when we (hall fee hhn, tbete M M beaviy tbac 
«< we fhould defire hiip.'^ WbatQv^ be in tiiif» 
ic is beyond ail queftion, that the wMe courft 
of his life, and particularly tb< remarkable con» 
clufion of it, was one continued traA of fuffering 
and mortification. 

Does not this, Chriftians, bring a reproach- 
upon worldly greatnefs, and ftain the pride <)f 
all hutT^an glory I Does it not (bow how Kttie; 
it is efteemcd of God, and bow little it is an e«: 
videnceof his acceptance or approbation i Wbai 
an influence muft this have upon the believer to 
crucify the world ? How muft it endear to hin^ 
a mean and defpifed, and reconcile him to » 
fuffering (late? With what propriety does the 
Chi ilUani when be is baptised in the name ofOirift, 
renounce the world, its pomps, and itspkafoMs^ 
Doea not a fiogk refieaion ^ (be de^ifed lUtt, 
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of our Redeemer, in the days of his fledi, make 
3nou patient under contemfH^ and eKtioguifh the 
defire of applanfe f Have yoa any remaining, 
vneafinefs a£ feeing others getting before you ib 
the career of ambition^ overtopping you ivith 
titles, eclipflog you with fpiendor .* Do you not 
»ow fee the propriety of the account given of 
the carriage of the apoftles, ^vhen the world add 
they were nt variance,. AA» v. 41 * ** And they 
** departed from the prefencc of the council^ re- 
** joidng that they were counted worthy to firfFer 
•* ihame for his name.** Whether do you now' 
envy the conqueror or the fuffercr, the prince or 
the martyr ^ Where-evcr there is a real Chri- 
ftiair raifed to opulence by the will of God, or 
furrounded with eniigns of dignity aitd honour^ 
will not this^ eonfideratton fill him with deep 
humility and fdf-denial, and a holy jealoufy, lefl 
he ftiouid abufe bis influence, or mifapply his 
talents ? The highefl honour of real ability is^ 
iiifefulnefs^ the brighteft ornament of worldl/ 
lireatnefs is felf-abafemenn All this (hews, in 
the cleareft manner, how the crofs of Chrift cru* 
cifies the world, by reverfing every worldly 
maxim, and giving, a new turn to- the principles, 
irf* honour and of ihame. This leads me to ob» 
ferve, 

4. In the la ft place, That the croft of Chrift 
vrocifies the world, by putting a quite different 
obje^ of defire and aflfe^^ion in its room. Our 
limited powers can attend but to Uvf things at 
once ; and therefore, when any one acquires an^ 
intered in our affe^ions, it mud comparatively 
U 3 weakxia 
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weaken or deftroy the iotercft of others, efpe* 
cially thofe of an oppofite or independent kind. 
Make a new bed to a rirer, and turn its (lrean:» 
in that direAion, and it wiU immediately dry 
up its former channel. Now, tkse crofs of ChriA 
prefents to us an objeft of infinite importance,, 
peace and reconciliation with God here, and e* 
^i'erlafling happinefs in his prefence hereafter* Can 
any worldfy objeft be laid in the balance with 
thefe i What efieem or attention can it merit 
in comparifoa.with thefe? 

Whether we confider the end or the means 
of lalvation, the crofs of Chrift tends to fup- 
plant the world, by improving our views of and 
incrcafing our afFc£Hon to both. It ftiews the 
infinite importance of eternity and its confe- 
quences : and what more proper to deliver us 
from an undue attachment to the things of time? 
Eternity, by its greacnefs, makes time itfelf to 
ilirink into a point, and annihilates all thofe lit- 
tle temporary diAinftions on which worldly af- 
feftion entirely depends. What doth it fignify 
to him that views eternity aright, whether he 
he for a few years in health or ficknefe, riches 
or poverty, on a throne or in a cottage I How 
immenfe, according to human mcafure, appears 
the difFercHce between the ppfTeffions of fome 
perfbns in the world and others! But of all the 
generations before us, who have now fallen a- 
fleep, bow equal is the condition in this refpcft i 
The monarch and the /lave, when laid in the 
duft, fill ncarlv the fame fp::ce. 

If 
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If we coBlider the means of religion, the 
erofs of Chrift applied by a convinced finner, o* 
pens to him fuch a profpedt of the infinite un- 
merited love of God, and of this a(loni(hing 
expreifion of it, the death of his Sod> as at 
once captivates the heart, and, if I may 
^eak fo, occupies fa mtrdh room there, as leaves 
but little for any other objed);. How foon did 
it open the heart of the publican Zaccheus, and 
expel the fpirit of covetoufnefs and extortion \ 
Luke xix. 8. " And Zaccheus ftood, and faid un* 
<' to the Lord, Behold, Lord> the half of mf 
** goods I give to the poor i and if I have ta- 
^* ken any thing from any man by faMe accufa- 
'^ tion, I reftore him fourfold.'^ In how (trong 
a manner does the apoftie Paul exprefs his com- 
parative efteem of the crofs of Chrifl ! Phil. iiK 
7* 8. ^' But 'what things weVe gain to me, thofe 
^' I counted lofs for Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, and 
<< I count all things but lofs, for the excellency 
** of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord 5 
' ^ for whom I have fufiered the lofs of all things, 
*^ and do count them but dung that I may win 
*' Chrift.*' This is the very fame difpoliiipn 
with that which he exprefles in the text; and 
it differs no otherwife. from that of every Chii- 
fiian, than that it is probable he had a particu* 
lar view to his calling as a minifter and an apo* 
{lie. Captivated with a fenfe of his Redeemer's 
love, filled with a view of the glory of his crofs, and 
devoted.to his iervice in the miniftry of the golpel^ 
^e renounces all worldly profpe^S; and fets at 

defiance 
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defitoce every tbiog thtc mi^t cBflraft bis at- 
tentioii, or divide bit care t ^ God forbid that I 
*' fliooSd glory lave in the crofs of our Lord |e* 
^* fijs Chrift ; by whom the world is crocified to 
'' mcp and I unto the world**^ 

IIL I proceed now, in the lafl place, to maka 
(omc praAieal improvemenc of what bath been 
faid. And as, upon this inrerefting fobjeA, it 
is neceiEury that I (hould (peak with aU ferionf* 
nefs and fidelity, as weU as at fome length, fo I 
muft carneftly befeech you, aa you regard your 
prefent peace, your comfort m the hour of death, 
and the everlaifling bappaneb of yoar fouls, to 
hear it with attention and application, 

I. I muft uke the opportunity to reprove the 
fin, and Oiew the danger of thole who are wed- 
ded to the world. I would witlingfy Interrupt 
that comfort, and break that peace, which will 
end in pcrditioo. For thb pprpole, and in or* 
der to make the reproof more dtfttn£l and cf« 
fedual, I Oiatt direA it feparately to^ the three 
following chara^lers. 

(f) Tothofcwhofe tove of the world is (b^ 
great, that they fcrupie not to u(c, occafionally^ 
at leaft, if not babituaUy,. finful means of get«* 
ting or keeping poflcffion of it. Thisiixieed 
opens to us a vcrj: extenfive field : it leads us 
so conCder all the particular fins which an inoc« 
dilate love of the work! may produce,, or in*^ 
creafe. It is melancholy, my brethren, to think 
what contention and variance, nay what hatred 
and violence^ evenamongjd the nearcfl relatioas, 

the 
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the divifion of workUy p^operfy oceafiotts. Whit 
eovy and grudgiog» what dander and evil-fpeidcingt' 
between peribn and perfon^ l>etween family and 
family I And even in the ordinary way of traf* 
fieic, what art and diffitnQlatipn^ what fi^iebood 
and equivocation, are Co be found between man 
and man J BiK what I have chiefly in view is^ 
to ipetk a few words to thofe who, in order 
to promote thek worktly ends, have been gpilty 
of dire^ dtOipoeftyy and known injolHce. How 
many are there whofe confciences, if they would 
be faithful, ainft tell them, that tbey are ik>w in 
pofli^&M) of the fruiti of onlawfiil gain I Ob I 
tbe bUndneft of tbo(e deluded unhappy Ibnla I 
if an tnordiaate love of the worid, however bO" 
nefily acquired, is not ooly (infbl^ twt deftroc- 
tive of your eternal intercft ; wbat diall become 
of ihofe who have trodden noder foot the lawa 
both of God and man, in order to obcaia it i 
If an exceflive love of the moft lawful enjoys 
ments, father and mother, wife and children, is 
inconfiflent with falvatlon ; wbat moft become of 
tho(e who have loved and followed the g^n of 
ttnr i^teoufoefs ? what muft become of tho(e 
who, to clothe their backs, or feed their bellies,' 
or gratify their pride, have not^fcrupled to be 
guiky of breach of truA, or breach of promife, 
of open oppreffion, or (ecret fraud ? If every 
poor worldling muft ftand trembling upon the 
brink of eternity, when he fees all his painted 
^dows ready to fink into everlafting darknefs ; 
wbat horror muft feize upon the dying Gnner^' 

who 
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who is juft about to furreoder all his dear pof- 
feffioDS to another, while his confcience is load« 
ed with the guilt of fraud or perjury ? and this 
he cannot leave behind him. Oh i^ my dear 
brethren, tremble at the thoughts of diihoneft 
gain ; loathe it ; return it ; (hake your hands 
clear of it. It will imbitter your enjoyments : it 
will be a moth in your fubflance, a fire in your 
confciences on earth, and a hell to your fouls-' 
after the earth itfelfi and all that is therein^ . is^ 
burnt up. 

(2) I would addrefs this reproof to thole wha 
are apparently more decent and regular, whom 
t fenfe of honour, or a dedre of the approbation 
of their fellow«creatures, preferves from grofler 
crimes, or whom perhaps natural confcience per* 
fnades to take up the outward and ordinary pare 
of religion as a form* Many fuch perfons are 
wedded to the world. Their thoughts are there,, 
their delights are there, their hopes and expeda- 
tions are only there. Bear with me, my bre- 
thren, in prefling ttiis a little ; and do not turn 
away, and refufe the charge. Worldlinefs is 
the reigning fin^ and will be the eternal ruin o£ 
many perfons of better rank, to. whole eonver- 
fetion, a more liberal way of thinking, and a^ 
fenfe of decency, may give even an amiable' 
appearance. I would befeech the attention of 
fiich perfons to what (hall now be (aid ; not from 
any difreipedl: to their ftatc and fituation in civil 
life, God knoweth ! but from fidelity to their 
(puts, Confidcf,. I pray you, the extreme dan- 
ger 
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ger of worldlinefs of mind. It is itfelf a great 
and aggravated fin, and is the parent of raaoy 
others^ It is a fin, where it hath dominioD, io* 
confident with falvation. ilcar the words of the 
Lord Jefus : " He that loveth father or mother, 
" fon or daughter, more than me,- is not worthy 
** of me.*' There arc forae forts of finners on 
whom you would look with contempt or abhor* 
fence ; but you may poffibly deceive yourfelves. 
The Qx\€t and regular, but covetous Pharifees, 
little thought that the publicans and finners werfe 
nearer the kingdom of heaven than themfeives. 
I do not fay this to extenuate fin of any kind, 
but to guard you againft the power of delufioa 
and feir deceit. I know that none but the 
fearcher of hearts can make a certain judgement 
of the degree of depravity in different charac* 
ters ; and therefore I do not fo much urge the 
comparifon for your condemnation, as caution 
you againd relying upon it for your j unification. 
The unalterable rule, taken both from the law 
and the gofpel, is this : Which of the two has 
the fupreme commanding intered in your affec- 
tions, God or the world ? As an eminent au* 
thor exprefles it, ^ He is the mod wicked man 

< that hath in his heart the dronged intered that 

* is oppofite to God ; and all that is not fubor- 
^ dinate to him is oppofite to him : I fay again, 
' the greater creature-intered, the more finful the 
' date. Though you be neither thieves, nor ex* 

< tortioners, nor adulterers, your fin may be as 

< deep rooted, and the intered of the world as 

* predominant; or more fo, in you, than in fome 

'of 
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« of Cbeni. Alas ! Sirs, th^ abftaidtng firom fem« 
« cf thefe fins, mi living likb dvH fto4 ordedjr 
^ pcfibnsi though it is fo far cotDmendaUe, it 
^ not otoogh. If tbcwoirld be not crucified td 
^ yoo> and you to it, fucb abftiiience will but 
^hide your fin add mifcry, and hinder your 
^(hameaiid repemanee, bnt not prevent yooif 

* ecerDal damnatioii. Tour lands and your bodea, 

* and hopeful pofterity, and other provifion you 

* have made for thd flefh, may biive more of 
■* your hearts, than f he world hath of the heart of 
^ a poor wretch who never had fo much to ido«« 
^ Hze.' Upon the whole, my brethren, let me 
only p&t you in mind^ thn exhortation is* not 
l^fs ncceffiiry to yon than the like cautions' werc^ 
to the hearers of Chrift in the days of bis fleOl, 
whom he warns againft the dangers of an af^^ 
fluent ftate : Luke viii. 14. ^ And that which 
^ M among rhorns, are they, which when the/ 
^ have heard, go forth, and are choked \rith 
** c^Lte^t and riches, and pkafores of this lif(^, 
«r 2Uid bring no fn*t to perfcftion/' Matth. "lux. 
23. 04. ** Then faid JefuS unto his difciples, 
« VcfUy I fay unto you, that a rich man (hall 
^ bardty enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
^ And agsun I fay unto you. It is eafier for sT 
<^ camet to go through the eye of a aeed[e» than' 
** for a ridi man to eater into the kingdom of 
^ God.'^ It ought to givte you great confolation, 
that he adds, f 26. ** With men this is impof- 
*^ Cbk, but with God atl things are poffible.'' 

(3) I woold adcbrefi thia exhorratioft to the 
chUdten of God^ in whom t know the world is 

crucified 
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cracifled upon tbe whole ; yet, alas ! it (HIl re** 
<ains fijch a degree of intereft as is provoking 
to God, offenfive to others, and hurtful to their 
own peace. In what glafs can you fee more 
clearly the weaknefs of faith, and every other 
gracious di(pofitton, than in their little influence 
in reftraining the moiiooa of carnal af&Aion f 
iiad the great objeAs of faitb and hope chat 
place in our hearts, and that entire dominion iti 
•our afFeifiions, which they ought to have ; would 
there be fo much conformity to worldly maxims* 
«nd pra£tices, as is tiaily to be feen ? would 
there be fo much emulation in all the outward 
expreffions ot pride and gaiety, in drefs, furni- 
ture, and equipage ? would there be fo muck 
defire of the increafe of wealth and greatnefs f 
would there be fo much envy of thofe who are 
fucceisful, and go beyond us ? Shall I tell^ou 
how a Chrifiian (hould look upon thofe who 
profper remarkably in their worldly affairs i If 
they are truly pious, he fiiould rejoice with 
them ; for here is fo much wealth and influence 
put into fuch hands as wiH employ them in 
doing good. On the other hand, if they are * 
wicked, he fliould flncerely pity them, as immer* 
Ted in the moft dangerous temptations. If we 
were thoroCighly dead to the world, and the world 
to us, would the lofs of weakh or reputation 
wound us fo deeply as they generally do ? would 
the mali^ or flanders of others make fo fenflbic 
an impreflion i It /hould be pitied, as it is their 
(in ; but it may eafily be defpifed, as it is our 
danger. Try this by the condition and condu A 
Vol.1. X of 
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of the oppofite charaAer. A wicked mao is 
detod to God and fpiritual thtDg». Wbac then 
does he value the lofs of any thing of that na* 
cure ? TeU hinw that he hatfa ioft (bch or tack 
^«n opportunity of comnMinton with God, in hu 
vorAiip in public, or la family ; that he hath 
loft an oj^rtttoity of excellent idhndioo, itt 
a fermoii or difirourfe; with what oianifeft co»r- 
tempt wiH he receive the information, and fmile 
at your weakneft and creduKty in &ewing any 
attachment to fuch things 1 Were we crucified 
lo the world as we ought, would there be ib 
much knpatience under the band of God in pa. 
verty, fidcoefiy the loft of religions, or calami*- 
ties of any kind } The loppbg off a firob or 
snenAer that is dead, gives little or no uneaGoefs.: 
it is the life that remains which occaiions the 
pain of feparttion. If the world (at lode u{>» 
on us, its removal would fearcdy. be fek ; bat 
we muft needs fufi^ at die very heart when any 
thing is withdrawn that hath its hdd there* 
Let mc therefore befeech you, in this, to coofefii 
your fin, to be humbled for it, and to pray, that 
you may be daily more and more delivered IroA 
it. 

7. I iball improve this fubje£l fbrpokiddg 
out the ufc of affli^on, and die ground of your 
ccnfolauon under it. This world at beft ia but 
a fcene of forrow ; and we then reap moft cona« 
fort from it when we are fenfible that it is (b. 
The very purpofe of affliction is, to £bew us the 
vanity and uncertainty of all created comforta, 
and deliver us from an exceffive attachment to 

them« 
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them.. It is much more dtficalt to crucify a 
fauHng than a frowtttng world« Ic is not eafy 
to hate it in its lovelieft formi or, if I may yfe 
fucb an eKpreffion, to fpeak harfhiy to k vvfaen 
it is fpcaking kiitdly to us ? But in the time of 
affliAioQ^ when we are obliged to agnfefs ita 
vanity, is it not reafonable to expert, that our 
affedtion for it will be abated I I have faid, that 
this feems the natural tfkO. of fufiering ; be* 
caufe it is the lefTon evidently carried in it* 
And accordingly the prophet liaiah fays, cb« xxvt. 
9* *^ For when thy judgements are in the earth, 
^ the inhabitants of the world will learn righ* 
<' teoufiiefs.'^ I am fenfibie, however, that the 
reception which afflidliQn meets with, and the 
cffeds which it produces, are very different in 
di^rent perfons. It makes the worldly man 
curfe his idol in the rage of defpair ; and it 
makes the child of God abhor the idoUtry, and 
dwell with complacency on his unehaagcable 
portion. 

Confider this, I befeech you> my brethren ; 
for you are all liable to the ftroke of affliction, 
young and old, rich and poor, holy and unholy* 
It is indeed lamentable to fee the fretful impa- 
tience of tho£b to whom the world is blafted 
from without^ but the love of the world, in 
all its ftrength, dill fubfifling within. They 
have no fource of confolation in tbemfelves ; 
and nothing comfortable can be fpoken to them 
by others in a manner confiftent with truth and 
duty. To deal faithfully with them, we mud 
do our utmoft vto add the bitternefs of repent<» 
X 2 ance 
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knee to their other (ufFerings ; and this the cruet 
kindnels of furrouoding relations VtH feldom 
permit to be done. In the cafe of dying per« 
fens, it! particnlar, with what concern have I 
heard friends and phyficians telling the grofleft 
falfehoods, in order to keep off, for a few nao- 
inents, the apprehenfion of what they knew mud 
immediately and certainly take place, and be the 
more terrible for the furpnfe ! 

On the other hand, it is comfortable to rc- 
flefl, that the fanftifying influence of affllftions 
is no Icfs the language of experience than of 
fcripture. Many have born their teftimony, and 
fct their feal to it. Some have been fo effec- 
tually mortified to pride and vanity, by the in- 
juries or the flanders of others, that they have 
even felt confolation in the reproach itfclf. But 
in a particular manner, I have beeii often plea- 
fed with young perfons to whom the world, and 
all their expectations from it, have been cruci- 
fied by early affliClion, expreffing themfelve?, 
not merely with fubmiffion, but with ferenity 
and thankfulnefs. Bear with me in mentioning 
a real inflance, known to myfelf, of a young 
man, who had been long confined with a difea- 
fed member, and had a near and certain pro- 
fpeft of his diiTofution. When, at the defire of 
feme perfon prefent, his loathfome fore was un- 
covered, he expre/Ted himfelf, to the beft of 
my remembrance, in thefe very words : * There 
Mt is ; and a precious treafure it has been to 
* mc f It faved me from the folly and vanky of 

* youth i 
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* youth ; k made m^ cleave to God as my only^ 

* portioo, aod eternal glory^ as my only hopc^ 
^ and I think it has now brought me very near 

* to my Father's houfe/ Now, what a fpring of 
confolation is here ! Our duty, our bufinefs^ 
pur intereft is, to crucify the world, and to be 
crucified to it. MAy we not, then, with the 
utmofl: gratitude, as well as patience, receive the 
appointments of that God who has promifed^ 
not only to deliver us from all our fufEbriDgs ia 
due time, not only to make up and recompenfe 
our lofks with fomething better, of a diflferent: 
kind, but has a/Tured us, that thefe very fuiTer- 
ings and biles^ as their immediate ef&ft, (hall 
crucify fin, and further our meetnefs £L>r his own^ 
prefence I 

3. Let me iinprove this &bjeft by earneftly 
exhorting you to endeavour to acquire more and 
more of the temper and (late of mind exprefled 
by the holy apofiie, in the text, ** By whom 
^* the world is crucified' to me, and I unto the 
^ world/' Be perfoaded, my beloved kearcrs, 
to look upon all created things with the eye of 
faith. Remember their relation to God. He is 
their maker and yours ; and they mufi not be 
loved or lerved but in iubordination to his glory. 
Po not place your chief happinefe in them ; do 
not eflcem them toa h^hly ; do not love thcnv 
immoderately ;. do not profecutc them too vio- 
lently* Place your ehief happineis in^ the fa- 
vour of God, in communion with him on earth,, 
and the well^gcounded hope of the perpetual en* 
jpyment of hita in heaven ; and let your reg$r<t 
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to earthly things be no other, nor greater, than 
is (uited to this end. That I may pre(s this re- 
fblmion upon you» altow me to propofe the three 
following confiderations. 

(i) Confider the unfatisfying nature of alt 
earthly enjoyments. They do not at all carry in 
them that fwccincls and excellence which worldly 
sien (uppofe* Sin has drawn a mid of deludon 
over the minds of men. The inflamed and diH* 
ordered appetites of our corrupted nature always 
promife themfelves, in worldly pofleffions, a fo- 
ti«faftion infinitely greater than they are able to 
affords We have this from the confeffion of 
many who have made the experiment with every 
pofEble advantage. The book of Ecclefiaftes is 
an admirable and animated defcription of the 
vanity of human enjoyments. Solomon fecnis 
to have been raifcd up in providence, for this a* 
mong other ends, that he might leave behind 
him an account of the vanity of earthly great- 
ncfs. And this is the title that he hath left writ- 
ten upon all that the worM can give : Ecclef. L 
2. '* Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, va- 
'* nity of vanities^ all is vanity.*^ Power and 
weatth, dignity and fame, variety of pleafure^, 
nay knowledge itfelf, as a fburce of prefent com* 
fort, he affirms the vanity of them all : Ec- 
clef. iii II.*' Then T looked on all the works 
*' that my hands had wrought, and on the labour 
" that I had laboured to do : and behold, all 
** was vanity and vexation of fpirit, and there 
** was no prcfic under the fun/' And towards 
<he clofe-of ibe fame book, ch xii. 1 2. he faj's;. 
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*^ And furcbcr^ by thefe, my fon^ be admonish* 
^ ed ; of making many books there is no enc^ 
^ and much ftudy is a weartnefs of the fleflu'^ 

Have there not beeo innumerable examples of 
the &me teflimony ia every age and country ^ 
And what fays your own experience t or your 
obfervation of others f Do men indeed rilie ia 
comfort and (atisfa^Kon> in proportion as they 
rife in ftation or opulence .' On the contrary, 
do they not rather commonly increafe in anxiety 
and diftontent ? Do you indeed think, thar 
thofe who appear in guilded equipages have aK 
ways on that account the moft joyful hearts ^ 
Alas \ there eannot be a greater miftake. Could 
you fee what pafles within, there would appear 
ungoverned p^ffions, ungratified dedFes, and dif- 
appointed hopes ; and could you enter their 
faoufes, you would find wearinefs and impa- 
tience, famHy-diArefs, family^dtforders,. and fa- 
mily*quarreh. It has been an old> and it is a 
moft juft obfervation, particularly upon avarice 
That the defire ftill grows with the pofleffion. 
It is the fame with every other fmfisl paflion. 
Indulgence does not gratify fo much as it in» 
Barnes them. Let a man climb ever fo high 
on the ladder of ambltt6n, he fees fiill others be* 
fore him ; an<! emulation and envy are as ftrong, 
or ftrongcr, between thofe who ftand on the ad- 
joining fleps at the top as at the bottom. There 
is one particular remark, that ferves at once to 
ihow the vanity of the worM^ and the finfulneft 
of human nature : The greater variety of worki- 
ly comforts any perfoo pdflefles^ he is not tbe 

mor^ 
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more, but the lefi eooteiic cmder che want of 
way ooe. The more «tui ibe looger any perfim 
faadi been accuftomcd to obfeqoioafaefs or flat* 
tery» he b the more impacieiic of the leaft coo* 
tradidtoo. The more abundant and oniferfi^ 
reQ>e6k that has been paid to any perfon» be k 
the more deeply wounded by negleft or con<^ 
teiiq>t ; as Hamani notwithftanding all his 
greatoefd^ was quite uolatisfied while there re» 
mained one poor man in the king's gate who 
would not do him reverence. Take but one 
example more. If a roan bath great and extent- 
five polTeflions, and is witlKMit children^ he ia 
but the more diflrefled to think, that fo noble an 
eftate and family (hould be without an heir, and 
will often envy the families of the poor, as \£ 
k were hard meaftire, that he who had fo many 
temporal mercies <hould not have alL Upon the 
whde» you may fee, that there is a double va?* 
city in the prefent flatcw Created comforts are 
unfatisfying on the oae hand,, and human defirea. 
are infatiable on the oiher. 

(2) Confider the uncertainty of all earthly en-> 
joyments. No circumfiance whatever (hould 
more abate our attachment to the world than its 
inftabiUty^ What happinefs can we receive from,, 
or what value ifaould we put upon thofi; poflef- 
fions, wbtcfa may be taken from us the next mo- 
ment I The ipeedy, unexpefled^ and melao-^ 
flholy change^ which often takes place from 
i»alth to (kkoeft, from wealth to poverty, from 
lionour to contempt, 1 leave every hearer to me^ 
sBtaie upon^ £com Ua own knowledge and ob- 

JSiExvaiioja 
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lervatioD of human life ; only I cafinot help 
m^itioning to you the ftrosig language of the 
holy fcripturcs, Prov. xxiii. 5. '* Wilt thou fel 
" thine eyes upon that M/hlch is not7 for richea 
^ certainly make ihemfelyes . wingf, they fly a- 
^* way as an eagle towards heaven/' But the 
circunlitance upon this fubje£t to which I would 
particularly and chiefly point your attention, is^ 
that our poileflkifis and enjoyments of every 
kind are under the tmaiediate sM cooftant di« 
region of Divine Proiddence. Believe it^ Chrie^ 
ftians, and remember it, the proHrideiice of God 
reaches to -every event thatbe&Us you^ how«* 
ver inconfiderable it may leem. It is Gfod that 
** giveth you power to get wealth."— It is he by 
whom yoo are *\ dimioiihed and brought low.* 
-—It is he that '' raifeth up one, and piHtetb 
^< down another." — It ^ is be that makes the 
** voice of joy and health'' to be heard In yooi 
dwellings, or that ** chaftUes you with pain, and 
<^ the multitude of your bones with firong pain.'' 
If this is the cafe, what ceafon have you to be 
afraid pf .giving that love and feryice to any 
worldly enjoyment that is due to God ? Will 
you " provoke him to jealoufy I are you ftrong- 
^* er than he ? ** If you fet your affeftions im- 
moderately on any temporal poflTeilioB, he caa 
immediately remove ir, or turn it into gall and 
woi'mwood. 

Inftead of enumerating the feveral kinds of 
prefent enjoyments, I (hall only mention one, 
the dcGre of which is commonly very ftrong^ 
va. children or poft^rity. Now, how eafily 

can 
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CIO a holy and righteous God take away the 
Mire of your eyes with a (broke ? Nay, in bow 
many infUinces is the life of children a heavier 
trial than their death itfelf? For I mufi fay up- 
on this liibjeA, as I have (aid often in your hear* 
ing» that to one that truly fears God, I do not 
know any temporal calamity equal to that of ha- 
ving profane or profligate children. 

Btit perhaps feme attentive bearer will hefirato 
a littfet and (ay, * I have not obfervcd this to 
^ hoM true in experience. Even pious pcrfona 
^iecm gontraHy to bear itie ifregutarkiei of 
* their cMldreOy though fooie of tbem very (cm* 

< drfobf , OMich better than thdr deaths. Nel* 
' Aer Is it nnfrequent to (ce diem exculing or 
^ jNiUiatiog the worft pra^ces^ firom the partiafi* 

< ty of natoral aflbAion.* Ptrhapa then I muft 
fttra^i or aker the afiertion, and fay, it is ei« 
tber the heaviaA trial, or the moft dangerous 
temptation. But, after all, who can tell what 
floods of tears are flied in fecret on this fubjefl ^ 
Parents may be oFten obliged to conceal their 
(brrow from the world, becauie they know it 
would be treated with derifion. I the rather in* 
cline to this fuppofition in many cafes; for 
where indiiFcrcnce or partiality to the fins of 
children is (b plain that it cannot be denied, I 
fliould greatly fofpeft the piety of fuch pcrfons, 
let the appearance or profeffion be as flaming as 
It will. 

All your mercies, then, are in the hand of 
God, who can give or withhold, continue or 
withdraw them at hb plealiire. But there is 

fomethkg 
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£>mecbkig mor^ fUIl : your Ufe itfelf h in his 
hand* Though outward chio^ ,wer« erer fo fta« 
bie in themfelvcs, they are altogether precarious 
as to u^. We know ooe what a d^y or a night 
may bring forth, or at ybac time our foals 
fhail be required at our bands. This iure^y 
ought, and if it be ierioufly attended to certabily 
wUl wedcea our atuchmeot to the things oi t 
pfefent world $ according to the inf^^rence dr^wa 
from it by the apoftie i^u)» i Cor. vii. 29. 29* 
31. <' But this I &y, brethren the time is fliort. 
^ It remaiaeth, that both they that have wi«e% 
<' be as though they had none; and they that 
^< weep^ as though they wept^uot ; and they chat 
** relokce, as though they rejoiced not $ and 
** tfa«y that bay,, as though they poflefled not; 
^* and they that ufe this world, as not abufing it: 
** for the faihion of this world pafietb away/' 

(3) Confider that there is really much mor« 
.real (atisfaCtion to be found in a crucified than 
fai an idolized world. This to many will appear a 
cootradiftion } bat it is a great and c(srtain truth. 
It is impoffible for any peHbn to pis ever (b lit* 
tk the limits of duty in the uie of the creatures^ 
but it is to his own prejudice. This I do sot 
mean only lof its after coniequences, but even 
in point of prefent comfort. There is a more 
femiine fiiiwetnefs in thofe things that are xJkd 
with moderation and ielf-denial, as the gofJMt 
requires, than in any finful gratificationt But 
if this holds even with r^ard to the fimple ea« 
ji^nftcnt^ it holds much more ftroagly when we 
confider the benefit of a iaoilified world. He 

that, 
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that, from a humble (enfe of the divine mercies^ 
can rife to a grateful acknowiedgement of the 
giver of all good; he who is thereby infpired 
\vith a holy zeal to ferve him in liis generation, 
and values no temporal bleffing, but fo far as it 
may be ufeful in |>romotiog the glory of God, 
and the good of others, has a delight from them, 
infinitely fuperior to what arifes from the licence 
of criminal indulgence. He enjoys his mercies 
without ftingi he po/Tefles them without the 
fear of loHng them ; nay, he can even rejoice in 
the furrender itfelf, as a part of the will of God. 
Is this fabulous, my brethren, or extravagant f 
I hope not. I beEeve and titkfi it is matter of 
real experience to the children of God. Did the 
Pfalmift David fay, it was good for him that he 
5vas affliAed ? did the apoftles of ^Chrift cake 
joyfully -the fpoiling of their goods ? did they 
rejoice that they were counted worthy to fuffer 
ihame for bis name ? I hope that many others 
will rejoice, that they have been enabled to ufe 
their fubflance in feeding the hungry and clo- 
thing the naked, arid other uleful purpofes. I 
am perfuaded, that a pious and liberal mind.taftes 
a more exquifite delight in relieving a poor fa- 
mily, than in the moll coftly and fumpcubus en* 
tertainment ; and that he who values his repu- 
tation only for his ufefulnefs, will give thanks 
to God for the efteem in which he may be held; 
and when reproached for doing his duty, will 
kave a pleafure in fubmitting to it without com- 
plaint; greater than the proud and felfiOi can 

poiGbly 
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poffibly receive from the daily inccnfe of flattery 
and praife. 

4. in the lafl place, As this fubjeft has the 
iDoft intimate connexion with the power of re- 
itgion, I (hall conclude ivitb offering to ferious 
perfons a few particular d#eAions for their dai- 
ly practice. (1) Remember that your great care 
ought to be the one thing needful. Salvation is 
your great work, heaven is your home, the world 
16 but your paflage to it. If you can keep this 
coi^antlyupon your minds, you will itnme* 
diately perceive tbe danger of the world, as a 
temptation to (in. You will not be able to for* 
get, becaufe you will daily feel, what influence 
it hath in helping or hindering you in your joor- 
ney heavenward. A traveller who hath his 
thoughts (lill fixed on the place of his deflina* 
tion, and is anxious to get forward^ will fenfi- 
bly feel every incumbrance from the weather, 
or the way, by which his progrefs is retarded. 
It is by mifreprefentation that the world leads us 
af(lray ; true and jufl apprehenfions of our own 
ftate, would keep our affedtions in their juft raea* 
fure with regard to it. 

(2) Be particularly upon your guard againft 
the unfanftified ufe of lawfol comforts. A per- 
fon who hath any principle of conference, 
would be filled with horror at the thoughts of 
grofs fin, fuch as uncleannefs, injuftice, or fen- 
fuality ; yet (uch may be in great, danger of pla- 
cing their affeftions upon the world, and reft- 
ing on it as their portion. Their boufes and 
lands, their children, ^tr name and reputation. 

Vol. I. Y may 
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may iccroach upon them^ aod ufurp dominion 
Id their hearts. Be careful, therefore, habitual- 
Jy to improve thefe to the glory of God ; learn 
<o give him thanks for them, as the blcffings of 
his providence, and to ferve him by them, as 
they are talents or flpportunities of ufefulnefs, 
for which you mull render an account in the 
/day of judgement. 

(3) Be. attentive to the courfe of pro^dencc» 
and improve the chara£lers and conduct of o* 
thers to your own profit. If you fee one man 
grow proud and felf-fufficient as he grows lich, 
if you fee him forgetful of Got! while he con- 
tinues in prolperity, tyrannical to others becaufe 
they are in his power, then fear left you aUb be 
tempted. If you fee wealth fuddenly poured in 
upon any perfons make them anxious, qaarrel- 
fome, and impatient, than moderate your de- 
(ires of profperity, and '* be content with fi^ch 
'' things as you have.'' It is very common to 
enumerate and cenfure the faults of others, ^hac 
wc may nourifh our own pride by the compari- 
fon ; but it is infinitely more beneficial, to im* 
prove the weaknefs of others for our own humi- 
liation. What, is the ordinaty ftyle in conver- 
fation ? Were I fucb a perfon, had I his eftate 
and pofleflions, I ihould not grudge to be more 
liberal to the poor ; I would do fomething for 
the public ; I would do every thing for my friends. 
Truly yoq do not know what you would do. 
Were you raifed to the fame fituation, perhaps 
you would be ten times more proud and cove- 
tous than tbjC man you blame^ And as you 

wQuld 
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would obfervc the fins of other-s, fo obfervc the 
ways of God towards them. If an opprcflTor is 
at laft overtaken in his wickednefs, if he is held 
as a wild bull in a net, and, inftead of humility^ 
it produceth nothing but the rage of impatience 
and dcfpair ; adore the righteous judgement of- 
Qod, and be fcnfible that neither mercies nor 
trials will change the heart, unlefs they are ac- 
companied with the power of divine grace. If 
it pleafeth God to bring down any fiom riches 
to poverty, Q\ from honour to difgrace, remem" 
ber that he vifits his people in mercy for their 
correflion, and his enemies in vengeance for 
their punilfament ; fo that, whether you are the 
one or the other, yon have no charter of fccuri- 
ty from the fame calamities. 

(4) Think much of mortalityi and the inbu^ 
merable fufFerings which are every where to be 
leen among our fellow-creatures. The wife man 
tells us, Ecclef. vii. 2. 3. <' It is better to go to 
'* the houfe of mourning, than to go to the houfe 
'' of feafling : for that is the end of all men, and 
'' the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is 
** better than laughter : for by the fadocfs of the 
** countenance ihe heart is made better," There 
are fome who, from mere tenderneis of heart, 
and a ftrong attachment to (enfual delight, are 
not able to look upon fcenes of mifery and di« 
flrefs. They fly from ihem, therefore, and'de* 
ceive themfetves into a dream of fecurity by in- 
toxicating pleafures. But, my brethren, it \% 
infinitely better to fortify yourfelves againft the 
fear of death, by faith in him who is the refur- . 
Y 2 reflion 
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reftionand the life; and then the frequent ob- 
fcrvadon of others in affliftion, will have the 
nobleft and moft lalntary influence in mortifying 
worldly affeaions. You may alfo fometinics fee 
the triumph of faith in the joyful departure of 
believers, which is one of the moft edifying 
and comfortable fights that any Chrifiian can be* 
hold. 

(5) In, the A?/?- place, I would recall to your 
minds, and earneOly recoo^mend to your medi- 
tation, what made a principal branch of the doc- 
trinal part of this fubjeft, " the crofs of Chrift.*^ 
By this the believer will indeed crucify the 
world* Reafon and experience may woood the 
world, fo to fpcak ; but ebe crois of Chrift 
pierces it to the heart. Shall we murmur at the 
crofs, whea our Redeemer bore it \ Are not 
the thoughts of what he fuffered, and what we 
dcferved, fuHicient to eradicate from our nuods 
every the leafl inclination to what is provekiog 
to him \ Are not the thoughts of what be pur- 
chafed, fufficient to deflroy in our hearts the 
leaft difpofrtion to place our happinefs here \ The 
thoughts of the crofs of Chritl are (Irengthening 
as well as inAruflive. We are drawn as it were 
by the power of fympathy, emboldened by his 
example, and animated by his conqueft. Is not 
the Chriilian, when he is io full contemplatioa 
of this great objefl, faying; * O rooft merciful 

* Saviour, fliail I any more idolize that world 

* which crucified thee i ftall I be afraid of their 

* fcorn who infulted thee \ ftall 1 refufe any 

* part 
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* part of his will, who, by the crofs^ has glori- 
^ fied t^V 

Let us conclude by attempting to fay, in faith, 
what God grant every one of us may be able to 
fay in the awful hour of the laft conflict: ** O 
^' death, where is thy fting ! O grave, where is 
« thy viftory! The fting of death is fin, and 
<< the ftrength of fin is the law ; but thanks be 
<* to God, which giveth us the viftory through 
'•our Lord Jefus Chrift.*' 



ir 3 S E R- 



2S» ''- 

S E R M © N XI. 
Fervency and importuoity in prtyer« 

Genesis xxxii. 2& 

jfhd he fat J, I will not kl thee go^ except thorn 
hlefi vie* 



MT brethren, real communion wiih God 
is a bleffing of fuch inefiimable value,, 
that ic cannot be fought with too great earncft- 
nefs, or maintained with too much care. If it 
is no fable, that God vouchfafes to his people, oa 
ibme occafions, a fcnfe of his gracious prefence, 
and, as it were, vifits them in love ; with what 
fervour (hould they defire, with what diligence 
Ihould they improve, fo great a mercy ! In a 
particular manner> when a good man hath in 
view, either an important and difficult duty, or a 
dangerous trial, it is his intereft to implore, with. 
the greateft importunity, the prefence and coun- 
tenance of God, which only can cffcflually di- 
re^ him in the one, and fupport him in the other. 
This, my brethren, ought to be our concern at 
prefent, as we have in view a very folemn ap- 
proach to God, T^iz* laying hold of one of the 
feals of his covenant : what trials may be be« 
foie us^ or near uf^ it is impoHible to know. 

The 
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The words I have read relate to a remarkable 
paflagc of the patriarch Jacob's life. He wa* 
now returniDg from Padan-aram with a numcfous 
family, and great fubllance, and had received 
information that his brother Efau was coming 
to n^eet him with four hundred men. We are 
told, if 7. of the chapter, that he was *' greatly 
'' afraid and diftreiled,'' being, in all probability, . 
quite uncertain whether his brother was conring 
with a friendly or a hoftile intention ^ or rather, 
having great reafoa to fiifpedl the latter to be 
the cafe. He rofe up, we are told, long before 
day, and fent his wives, his children, and cat<- 
tie, over the brook Jabbock : and as it follows,, 
in the 24th verfe, '^ Jacob was left alone ; and 
^' there wreftled a man with him, until the hreak*^ 
*< ing of the day. And when he faw that he pre-^ 
*^ vailed not againd him, he touched the hollow 
^'of his thigh: and the hollow of Jacob's thigb 
« was out of join^ as he wreftled with him» 
" And he faid, Let me go, for the day break- 
'' eth : and he faid, I will not let thee go, ex<^ 
« cept thou bkfs me/' 

Some of the fathers, and alfo fome of the 
Jewifh writers, (uppoi^^that all this was done 
in prophetic vifion, to reprefent to him the difli*^ 
culties that were yet befoue him, which, by faitb 
and patience, he was to overcome. But it is 
mote reafonable ta think, that this was in truth 
the appearance of an angel to^ him; and indeed 
moft probably of the angel of the covenant; be« 
caufe, from, the paflage itfelf, it appears that he 
tiad " prevailed with God^f' The iame thing 

wo 
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vre are aflured of by tht prophet Hofeai chap. 
xii. 3. 4. ** He took his brother by the heel m 
** the womb, and by his fhength he had power 
** with God : yea, he had power over the angel, 
'* and prevailed : he wept and made fupplication 
^^ tmto bimj he found him in Beth-el, and there 
" he fpake witb os,*' From this paflage alfo we 
learn, that it was the fame who met with htm 
at Betb-el« Sonne think, with a good d^al of 
probability, that this attack was made upon htm 
by way 6f puniftiment for the weaknefs of his 
faith ; that though he had received the promife, 
be fhould yet be under fo great a terror at the 
approach of bis brother. In this indeed he was 
an example of what happens to believers in eve- 
ry age. Pail mercies are forgotten at the ap- 
proach of future trials ; therefore the fame God 
who viflted at Beth el, and promi(ed to be with 
bim, now meets him in diiple^afure, and threatens 
to deftroy him : but by '' weeping and fupplica* 
'< tion^ he not only obtained his prefervationt 
but a further blefling. It is alfo the opinion of 
many, that the wreftling or conBiA was literal 
and real for fome time, and that Jacob perhaps 
took it to be one of E^s attendants who had 
come to forprife him in the night; but that at 
laft he perceived his miftake, when the angeli 
by a flight touch of his thigh, ftewed him, that, 
if he had pleafed, he might eafily have deftroyed 
bim. Then, as he had contended with his fup- 
pofed adverfary, he now continues the ftroggle, 
by infifting upon a blefling ; which he obtains, 
in fuch terms as carry in them a commendatioii 

both 
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both of his conflancy ahd importunity : f 2^« 
** And he faid. Thy name (hall be called no 
" more Jacob, but Ifrael : for as a prince haft 
*♦ thou power with God, and with men, and 
*' haft prevailed/' The laft part of cfiis vci fe is 
fuppofed indeed to be wrong tranflated ; and that 
it (hould be, " as a prince thou haft had power 
" wiih God^ and therefore much more flialt tbou 
*' prevati o^r men;'' which was a promife not 
only of preienc fecurity, but of future profpeuty 
and cooqueit. 

But though ttui remarkable eyent had a par- 
ticoiar aad iamedbte relation to Jacobs there 
is no doubt, that the ^irit of God, in putting; 
it on record^ bad a parpofe of further and more 
extenfive ufefiifaefi. It is |rfainly «n exam^e 
of impoftooity, and, as it were, boiy vbknce in 
prayer. So uniform and general has tbsa fenfe 
of the paflage been, that fervency aad impor-^ 
tunity in prayer has been generally called ^irefi* 
Img wth G^d* This ts a fubjefl which well 
deferves our moft ferious attention ; the rather 
that I am forry to iay, the practice has fallen 
into much difrepute ; and I am afraid the ex« 
prei&on itfelf is in foiise danger of being treats 
ed with derifion. In cfifcourliog farther on this 
fubjeft, I (hall, 

1. Expfain and iltuftrate a Kttle the nature aiid 
fubjeft of this holy wreftling and ''^oortunity in 
prayer. -> 

2. The duty and reafonablenefs of it, 

3. The great benefit arifing from it. And^ 

4. In (he lafl place, I fliall make fome im- 

provement 
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proTcmcnt of tbc fuljeA, for your inftrudtion and 
direAion. 

I. First, then, I am to expkin and iUuftratc 
a little the nature and fubjeA of this holy wreft* 
ling and importunity in prayer. Wreflling ne* 
cefTariiy fuppofes fome refinance or oppofition to 
* be overcome. Prayer indeed, of itfclf, and in 
the fimpleft cafes, may be faid to carry this idea 
in it ; becaufe he that prays ftands in need of 
fomething which he can only obtain by prevail- 
ing with, or bending the will of another to be* 
ftow : Matth. vii. ;• << A(k, and ic fliall be given 
'' you : feek, and ye (hall find : knock, and it 
'^ fhall be opened unto you.'' But as there are 
naUy gracious aflfurances of Crod's readinefsto 
hear our prayers, the fubjed we are now upon 
leads ps particularly to the conGderation of the 
obftrufiions or di£5culties that lie in the way, ei« 
Iher of our praying as we ought, or prayiog 
with fuccefs. Thefe two things muft be join- 
ed together, becaufe they are in their nature in- 
feparably connef^ed^ James iv. 3, "Ye aflc, and 
** receive not, becaufe ye aflc amifs, that ye may 
<< coniume it upon your luftt.'' ^^mt^ i. 5:* 6* 7« 
•* If any of you lack wifdom, let him afk of God, 
" that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
<< not ; and it (hall be given him. But let him 
'< afk in faith, nothing wavering i for he that 
« wavereth is like a wave of the fea, driven with 
'« the win^, and tolled^ For let not that man 
" think that he fliall receive^ any thing of the 
^' Irord.'' Now, for the illuftration of this duty 

and 
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^nd praf^tce^ in a way fuiced to the condition and 
daily experience of the children of God, t (hall 
mention fome of the chief obftruftions or diflS- 
cukies we have to wreftle with in our accefs to 
God, and which muft be overcome by the ioi* 
portantty and holy violence of prayer. 

I. The firft of thefe I (hall mention is a fen(e 
of guilt overwhelming the foul.' This, which is 
the ftrongeft of all arguments for the necei&ty 
of prayer, is often found m experience to hin- 
der the performance. When any perfon is an> 
refied of conicience, when his multiplied tran(^ 
gre(&ons appear before him in all their variety, 
and in all their aggravations, it is apt to fill him 
with a jealoufy of God, a dread of entering 
into his prefence, and in fome fort a defpair 
of obtaining his mercy. This hath been often 
fees in great profligates, overtaken by a vifita* 
tion of Providence, and flung by the reproaches 
of confcience. When they have been urged iq 
apply for divine mercy, they have anfwered, 

• I cannot pray ;' or, * How can I pray who 

* have been fo monftrous a finner ?' Nay, it ^ 
may be frequently {>bferved, that men who live 
in fecurity, without any juft convidion of their 
finful flate, will maintain fome fort of fornt of 
religion, will even go tMrough their form with 
fome pleafure, and place fome dependence upon 
it* But when confcience begins to rile a little 
upon them, and they (ee the enormities they are 
guilty of, though it cannot make them forfakc 
llieir fin$, 4t makes them fpeedily forfake all 

their 
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their religion. It is taken notice of by Dr Dod« 
Txdge, in his life of Col. Gardiner, that when 
he was indulging himfelf in all manner of wic* 
Icednefsy he began, from a natural fenfe of daty^ 
to pay (bme acknowledgements to God ; but as 
he was not refolved to forfake his fins, the da^ 
Ting profanity of it ftiuck him with horror. He 
. therefore determined, (ays the author, ' to make 
- ' no more attempts of this fort % and was per- 
* haps one of the firft that ddiberately laid a(ide 
^ prayer from fome fenfe of God's omnifcience, 
' and fome natural principle of honour and coa- 
.* fcience,* In this laft rcfleftion, the worthy 
tauchcM* is undoubtedly miftaken ; for he was not 
the firft, por will he be the laft, who has-been 
driven from prayer by a fenfe of fin, and a hor- 
ror of his maker's prefcnce. 

-I have dcfcribed this difficulty in its moft 
hideous fornn, if I may fpeak fo, as it (lands in 
<the way of wicked men. But there is often too 
much of it to be found even in good men then?- 
felves. A deep fenfe of fin often fills them with 
4a (lavifli fear, mars their confidence before'God, 
and tempts them to keep at a diftance from him. 
Pf. xl. 12. "For innumerable evils have cora- 
" pafiFed me about, mine iniquities have taken 
"** hold upon me, fo that I am not able to look 
"•^up: they are more than the hairs of mine 
^* head, therefore my heart faileth me.'' He 
that wreftles in prayer, refufes to yield to this 
difcouragement. He ftill ventures, though at a 
diftance, to look to his offended God. Though 

he 
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lie is £IIed mih tribttlation and fear, he will not 
:g[ve np bis plea. He fays 5vith the Pfalniifl:^ 
f C Ixxvii. 7. 8. 9. « Will the Lord caft oflF for 
** ever ? and will fee be favourable no more ? 
^ Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth bis 
^* promifc fail for evermore ? Hath God for- 
<' gotten to be gracious f hath he in anger (hut 
^ up his 'tender mercies ? Sclah.'* He endea- 
-vours to take foch views of the glory and extent 
of divine mercy as will give him fome ground of 
iiope. He maketh Application with flroog cry* 
ing and tears. AgaiiiA hope he belleveth in 
hope ; or refolves^ that if he perifh, he fliall pe- 
rtCh at the footftool of mercy. And nothing is 
fo proper to bring bini to thb refolution, nay, 
nothing is fufficient for that purpofe, but the 
freenefs of »falvatiaD| as it is ofiered in the go- 
fpel of Chrift, where all confidence is derived, 
ndt from the goodneis of the (inner, but from 
the power and grace of the Saviour. 

2. Another difficulty to he overcome in 
prayer is, a frowning Providence difcouraglng 
the mind. When this is added to the former, 
a« they commonly go together, it augments the 
difficohy, and adds to the Aftrcfs. When great 
calamities are brought upon the believer, when 
one ftroke follows upon the back of another, 
when (in challenges, and Providence puni(hes 
him, he is then in danger of giving up his con- 
dition as defperate, and without remedy. See 
the reflcftions of Job in this ftrain, hotwith- 
ftanding he is commended to us as a pattern of 
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patience. Job xix, 8. 9. 10. " He hath fenced tip 
** my ^ay that I cannot pafs, and he bath fet 
^' darknefs in roy paths. He hath flript nie of 
^* my glory, and taken the crown from my Jiead. 
<^ He hath dedroyed me on every fide, and I am 
** gone rand mine hope hath he removed like a 

When the rod of corre^ion falls heavy, the 
Chriilian finds it very dificult to believe that it 
comes from the love of a father, and is rather 
apt to tremble under it as the &verity of a 
j^dge. So did Jacob himfelf, after all his expe- 
ri€tice, in the clofe of life, Gen.xUt.36, "And 
^* Jacob their father faid unto them, Mc have 
«* ye bereaved of my children ; Jofeph is not, 
^* and Simeon is nor, and ye will take Benjamin 
** away : all thcfe things are againft me/' Some- 
times the courfe of Providence in general has 
the fame tffeft. The profpcrity and infolcnce 
of finncrs, the opprcflcd ftatc of the children 
of God, the difappointed endeavours of his fer- 
vants, make them often call in queftion his pre- 
fence, his faith fubefi, or his power. This is 
the fubje£l of the whole 73d pfalm, and fummed 
up in the 10th and nth verfes : " Therefore 
*' his people return hither : and waters of a full 
*«' cup are wrung out to them. And they fay, 
« How doth God know ? and is there knowledge 
"in the -Moft High?" \ 

He ihat wreftles in prayer, therefore, confiders 
the depth of Divine Providence with reverence. 
He dwells upon the wifdom and power of God, 
^vho alone can bring light out of darknefs, and 
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order out of confuHon. He taketh hold of his 
covenant; and the fure and everlaftiog mere/ 
that is contained in it, and humbly and earned^ 
ly prays for univerfal and abfolute refignation to 
the divine will. This, my brethren^ is one of 
the greateft and rooft important objeAs of prayer, 
and what believers (hould wreftle for with the 
greateft fervour and importunity. They fhould 
cry mightily to God, and expoftulate earneftly 
with their own hearts, as the Pfalmifly Pf. xiii. 
9. io»i I. "I will fay unto God my rock, Why 
^' haft thou forgotten me \ why go I moitrning 
*^ bccaufe of the oppreffioa of the enemy I A» 
'< with a fword in my bones, mine enemies re* 
^ proach me : while they (ay daily unto me, 
*« Where is thy God \ Why art thou caft down, 
<< O my foul i and why art thou dilquicted with- 
•* in me ? hope thou in God, for I (hall yet praife 
*^ him, who is the health of my countenance,. 
'* and my God.'* I am not here to go througl> 
all the grounds of encouragement on which the 
fufiering and pleading believer may place his de- 
pendence, drawn from the perfections of aib 
unchangeable God, from the power of a Saviour 
upon a throne, from the precife and expreis 
promifes in fcripture of fupport or deliverance,, 
and the daily experience of the faithful. It is 
fufficient that I have pointed out to you the (late 
and praAice of a diftre(red and afflicted Chriftiac^ 
w refiling with God* 

3. Another difficulty often arifes from unbc-r 
lieving thoughts, and inward temptations di* 
' flreiSng the fpuit. Prayer takes its ,rife from 
Z X andr 
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and is carried on by faith. Prayer indeed is 
Unle elfe than the immediate and lively exercife 
of faith : Heb* xi. 6. *' For be that cometh to 
^' God, mrft believe that he is, and that he is a 
*' rewardcr of them that diligently feck him/* . 
On this account, dutiful and acceptable prayer 
is called the prayer of faith. Who would apply^ 
or who can apply, to God, for any mercy," but 
from a perfuafion, that he is pre&nt to hear, 
and that he is able and willing to beftow? Now, 
when this faith begins to fail, either from its 
natural weaknefs, from our linful negligence^ 
from the fubtle indnuations, or the more vio* 
knt afliiults of the adveriary of our falvatioiY, 
it muft be a great hindrance to the exerciie of 
prayer. 

Many are the difficulties of this kind wbkh 
the Chrifli^n, from time to time, hath to druggie 
uith. Sometimes he is made to doubt of the 
certainty, and fometimes of the meaning, of the 
promifes. We fee fome diftrefKd perfons lb 
zmbarraflfed with fcruples, or fo milled by con- 
iroverfy, as to lofe the relifh and fpiritual eom-^ 
fort (if the word of God, while they are con- 
tending about it. Sk>metimes they are macfe to 
doubt their own title to apply the promifes,. 
which appear like a rich and fumptuous table, 
encompafled wiih a flaming fword, forbidding 
their approach. Thus they are led awf.y from 
the confolation of Ifrael, and made to feck m 
▼ain for a foundation of comfort in themfelves. 
How often do we fee, that the very feofe of 
fin^ and iear of danger, the very mifery and ae« 

ceffity 



ceffity wbkb particularly difcover the ficnefi and' 
caccellence of the truths of the civerlaAing go*- 
(pel, are made u(e of to difeojajrage* m% froai enu- 
bracing them I 

Sometinies the trutli^ tbemfelvea are perverts 
cd^ or fet in oppofition one to another^, asd mu— 
toa&y deftroy each other'a iniaence.. Thus^ 
¥rhile the conftant and over-ruling providence of^* 
God fhould be the great foundation both of our> 
faith and prayer, it is fonsetiroes fee in oppofi* 
tion to both» The falfe reafoner will fay to > 
himfelf^ Why (hoald I pray for deliverance Irom ' 
this diftrcfs ? why (hotild 1 pray or hope forlhe 
pofRfflon of fuch a mercy ? The- whole order 
and courie of events is fixed and unalterable^' 
If it k appointed to happen, it (bait happen, 
whether I fpcak or be filent; if it is oiherwife* 
determined, the prayers of the whole creation -^ 
will "not be aWe to obtain it. How unhappily 
do men thus reafon themfelves out of their own 
peaee ! not confidering the unfpeakable abiurdity 
of making our weak and imperfef^ conceptions ^ 
of the nature and government of God tofland. 
in oppofition to his own exprefs command. 
The infhicnce of fecond caufes, moral as well^ 
as natural, is a matter of undeniable experience. 
If you acknowledge it in the one,' fhould you^ 
deny it in the other ? Is not intemperance the"" 
caule of dlfeafe ? is not flothfulnefs the way to - 
poverty ? is not neglefled tillage the caufe of a^^ 
barren field ? and is riot retraining prayer alfo ^ 
the way to barrennefs of fpirit ? Believe if, < 
my brethren^ fervent prayer is as fure and ^&c> 
Z 3 luai^. 
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taai a mean of obtaioiog thofe mercies whid» 
rhay be lawfully prayed for, as plowtDg and 
fowiog is of obtaining the fruits of the ground. 

Again, fometimes by the cunning of Satan, 
the believer is driven to the brink of the preci- 
pice, and made to doubt of the very being of 
God, and the reality of aH religion. It is eafy 
to fee» that this muft wholly take away the oe- 
ceffity and ufe of prayer. But even when it is 
not fo powerful as to prevent the pradice, yet 
doth it, in a great mvafure, cool the fervour and 
deflfoy the comfort of prayer. He that wreftles 
with God has often thefe difficulties, in a great- 
er or lefler degree, to ftruggle with. Some of 
them it is his duty to oppofe by reafon, and 
fome of them direfVly and immediately to refiit 
and banifli as temptations ; and I think an ex<> 
ercifed Chriftian will ufually make the matter 
of his complaint the fubjedl of his prayer. 
This is indeed defeating the tempter with his 
own weapons : it is bringing fweetncfs out of 
the ftrbng, and meat out of the eater, when the 
difficulties thrown in the way of our prayers 
ferve to excite us to greater ardour, importunity, 
and frequency in that neceflary and profitable ex- 
ercife. 
^ 4. Another difficulty with which the believer 
hath to ftruggle, is the coldnefs and flothful- 
nefs of his own heart* This is as great a^hin- 
drance of prayer as any that hath been named; 
and I believe it is of all others the moft com- 
mon and prevalent. At the fame time it afibrds 
a very mortifying view of our own charafter 
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and ftate. Strange indeed ! that when we con- 
fider the great and eternal God with whom we 
have to do, we fliould find fo much difficulty in 
maintaining, a ferious and attenti^re frame of 
fpirit \ that when we lie under (b great and \xn* 
fpeakable oUigalions to his mercy, our fenfe of 
gratitude ihould be fo weak and languid ! that 
when we have bleffing$ to afk of fo ineftimable 
value, we (hoald notwithfianding do it with fo 
much indifierence I And what is (Iranger ftill^ 
are there not many who have tafted, in fonie 
degree, the fweetnefs and confolation of corn* 
munion with God,, and yet are ready to return 
to a flate of coldncis and negligence! 

I am perfiiaded I need not tell any ferions 
perfon in this aflembly the danger or frequency 
ef the Chriflian's being feized with a flothful- 
nefs, coldne&, or fecurity of fpirit. it is pro- 
bable many are at this moment inwardly afhamed 
on being thus barely put in mind of it. HOw 
often is it the reproach and fiain of all our wor* 
fliip, in public, in Amily, and in fecret 1 bow 
eafily do we degenerate into a form f how hard* 
ly is the fpirit and afiefVion Jcept alive ! How 
many are there over whom confcience has fo 
much power, that they neither dare abfent 
themfelves from public ordinances, nor difcon* 
tinue the form •of fecret duty ; and yet they 
may continue long ki a heartlefs, lifelefs, and 
unprofitable attendance upon both I Times of 
deep convidtion, of heavy affli^ion, or harafOng 
temptation, are more diftrelEng ; but they are 
not fo enfnaring, as this leprofy that creeps up- 
on 
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en OS in a feaibn of quiet and fereaity. The o» 
tbcrdifficulries, if I may fpeak fa, force us to 
wreftle with them, becaufe tbcy leave us no peace ; 
but thit tempts us to fit ftiU under it, becaufe it^ 
gives us no dSfkirbanGe. 

He that wreflles with God in prayer, then^. 
muft maintain a conflict with the flothfulnefs ofi 
his own fpirit, and endeavour to prefer ve that 
vigour and fervency of afie^Hon fo neceflary to 
the right performance of the duty. You will 
fty, perhaps, With what propriety is this call* 
ed wreftling with Godi it is rather wreftUng^ 
with bimfelf. But when we confider, that every 
gracious difpofition muft come down from above, 
from the Father of lights, and author of every, 
good and perfedl gift ; and, in particuiar, thaC 
the (ptrit of prayer is end of his moft precious 
and excellent gifts ; the juftners and propriety 
of this language will manifeAly appear. The 
coldnefs of our hearts, aod d^adnels of our af- 
fe£^ions in worfhip, ought, on the one hand, to 
be imputed to. ourfelves as the immediate and 
finful caufe, and, on the other, may be confi* 
dered as a part of God^s mod holy providetKe, 
who wiihdraws hts Spirit in righteous judgenient. 
Thus the Pfalmift very beautifully fays, Pf Ixv. 
4. *' BlejfTcd is the man whom thou chufeft, 
" and caufell - to approach unto thee, that be 
** may dwell in thy courts.** And thus the fpirit 
of fupplication is a remarkable gofpel-promife : 
Zech. xii. i^, " And I will pour upon the houfc 
^ of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufa- 
" lero, the fpirit of grace and of fupplications, 
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^.and thty (ball look upon me whom they have 
^ pierced^ and they (hail mourn for him, as one 
^ monrneth for bis only fon, and (hall be In^ 
^ tMtternefs for him, as one that is in bitterne& 
" for his firft-born.'^ 

My brethren, there is the greaieft reafon for 
every Cbrifiian^ not only to wreftle againft & 
ilocbful difpoHtton as a fm, but to fear its it^ 
fluence as a judgement ; for if among fpkitual 
judgements it holds a'chief place, \vhen God gi- 
veth *^ the fpirit of (lumber ; eyes that they 
'< (hould not fee, and ears that they (hould not 
^* hear;'^ it ought to be treated in the fame man* 
ner with all other ob(h'uAions, that is to iay,. 
encountered by vigorous refiflance. - Like all 
ather enemies, it acquires courage by fuccefs ; 
Mke all other fins, it is Arengthencd by indnl* 
gpnce. Xnd yet, alas h how often is this yer^ 
circumffaince made ufe x>f as an excufe for the 
omii&on of prayer ? When the ChriAian finds 
himfelf iifelefi and iodi(pofed to prayer, it makes 
him either negle£t it altogether, or fllir over thi^ 
performance in a carelefs and^ trifling manner, 
laying to himfelf, ' I am not now in a fit temper. 
*for it/ Nay, fometlmes he reafons himfelf even 
religioufly out of his duty, faying, * I (hall but 
^ di(honour God by (bch a heartlefs facrifice ;. 
< and therefore I had better delay it tilH be ia> 
• a frame that is fitter for it/ But if the time 
and other eircumftances call for the duty, our 
own indifpofition of heart is, of all othcps, the 
mo^ foolifb and criminal excu(e. How much, 
better would it be to wiefile as Jacob in the 
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xtut, and infift upon the blefling ; which cannot 
be more ienCbly illuftrated with reipeft to this 
particular branch, than by raentiooiog to you a 
refolution. which an eminent ChriDijui entered 
into for his own pra^ice : That he would not be 
baffled by a treacherous ^irit; for he would 
never give over the work of praife, till his a£Eec- 
tions were ftirred, and he was brought to a ' 
lenie of gratitude for divine goodnefs ; and thae 
he would never give over enumerating and con- 
fcxGng his fins, till his heart was melted iu con^ 
tritibn and penitential forrow I 

5. I may mention one other difficulty with 
which we have to flruggle in prayer, viz* when 
it picafes God to poftpone,. for a feaibn, his 
compliance with our requefis. Though bis ears 
ate always open to the cry of bis people, be 
Ibmctimes carries in fuch a manner, as if they 
were faft clofed againft them. Though their 
petitions be ofiered up in faith, and on a fubjeft 
agreeable to the will of God, they may not al- 
ways be granted in the manner, in the roeafure,. 
or in the feafon that they themfelves defire, or 
even in their imperfeA judgement may think 
mod proper. Many examples might be given- 
of this. A minifter praying for the fuccefs o£ 
bis labours, may be heard in mercy, though it 
do not happen fp foon, and though he can- 
not fee it fo clearly, as it is natural for 
blm to defire^ He may have many feals of his 
miniftry, although he meet with difappointmenc 
in fpme of thofe on whom he looked with thcr 
moft fayourabk eye« A parent may pray foi^ 
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the ikivation of bis chifdrcn, and his defires may 
have gone up with acceptance before the throne, 
jdchough the accomplishment be yet far didanr, 
and they feem, for the time, to increaie unto 
more ungodiinefs. An affliAed perfon may have 
. actually obtained the fanftified improvement of 
his afflidion, although he cahnot yet perceive the 
ends of divine providence in it, the comfof'table 
difcovery of which may be a fea& rcferved for 
him at fome future ieafbn ; or, in general, a 
mercy may be granted with advantage and in- 
creafe, though |t be fufpended for a time. 

In this interval) however, the Chriftian's eyes 
may be ready to fail with looking long ; he may 
be in danger of ceafing his application, or aba?* 
ting bis fervour, through defpair of fuccefs.- 
Therefore we have many exhortations in fcrip* 
ture to perfeverance and importunity in pray- 
er. We are exhorted ^o pray without cea* 
ilng, and to continue inftant in prayer. 
Our Saviour, Luke xviii. i. fpoke a parable on 
purpofe to teach men, that they ought always 
to pray, and not to faint: Heb. x. 36. 37. 
** For ye have need of patience ; that after ye - 
"have: done the will of God, ye might receive. 
*^ the promife. For yet a little while, and he 
<< that fliall come will come, and will not tarry/' 
Habakkuk.ii. 3. '* For the viiion is yet for 
^' an appointed time, but at the end it (hall 
'• fpeak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for 
^' It, becaufc it will furdy come, it will not tar- 
^* ry." To which paffage I fliall only add La- 
mentations, chap. iii. 25. 26. ^* The Lord is 
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«< good onto them that wait for him^ to the foul 
''^ that feeketfa hios. It is good that a maa 
•** fhotild both hope and quietly wait for the fal* 
-** iratbn of the Lord." 

1 Ihali conclude this bead by obiervingy that 
all thefe obftruAioDs are at tbedireAion and 
difpofid of Providence, for the trial of the faith 
and patience of believers; and therefore their 
perfeveranoe under, and conftaacy in oppofitioa 
to them, is, with great propriety, cpnfidered as 
an imitation of the patriarch Jacob in his wreA- 
ling with God. 

Before proceeding to the remaining part of 
this fubjcA, (offer me to make a pradical im- 
provement of what hath been dready faid. An4t 

u Let us facoce iearn the infinite grace and 
condefcenfion of God, who not only admits bb 
people to communion with him, but invites and 
encourages them so the moft preifing iroportu- 
Dtty, and even, to ^eak fo, to offer a holy vio- 
lence to him. The reafoas of this will be more 
fully opened in the next difcourfe. In the mean 
time, let us make it the fubject of wonder and 
praife. Well may we fay with Job, chap. vii. 
17. 18. '* What is man, rhat thou fhouldft raag- 
« nify him ? and that thou (houldft fet thine 
<' heat t upon him ? mi that thou fliouldfl vifit 
" him every morning, and try him every mo- 
** ment V^ This is the dignity of human nature 
indeed, not from what he is in himfclf, but 
what he may be by union with God through 
ChrlA ; for through him we have ail acccfs by 

one 
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owe Spirit anto the Father. And if nearncfs to 
God is fo great a privilege, who would not t;o^ 
^et it ? who would not cultivate it i Surely all 
but thofe who, to their final condemnation, diC- 
believe and defpife it, 

2. Let us learn from what hath been faid, to 
defend the exercifes of piety, and particularly 
this honourable privilege of the faints, from the 
fcorn atKl reproach of the enemies of vital reli- 
gion. I am abundantly feafiblc, that there are 
fome, and fome amongft ourfelves, who treat 
this fubjeft with contempt and difdain, and look 
upon a believer's wreAling with God in prayer, 
his being fometimes in, and fometimes not in a 
frame for his fervice, a» the raving and incohe* 
rent efFufions of weaknefs and eathufiafm. This 
is not only an evidence of their being themfelves 
ftrangers to true religion, but is indeed dircftjy 
contrary to found judgement and reafon. I have 
laid down to you the meaning and fubjedof this 
wrcftling and importunity in prayer; and* is 
there any thing more clearly founded upon truth, 
nature, and experience? Hear, ye unbelievers; 
might I not transfer every particular, and illu< 
ftratc it in the intercourfe of man with man ? If 
you had a favour to a(k of another, and were 
fcnfible that you had done him a great, recent, 
and unprovoked injury,» would not this fill you 
^Avith jealoufy ? would it not keep you at a'di- 
ftance ? would it not make you, as the comv 
mon faying is, afraid to look him in the face i 
If he had carried Ijimfelf as your enemy, an4 
fcemed, in many , inftances, to fet himfelf in 
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oppofition to you ; vould not this give you e* 
ven more than fufpioioo and .unceitatnty as to 
the iflue of your application ? If by the fogge- 
ilton of his enemies^ yon were nade to believe 
him refentful and implacable ; would not thia 
eictinguiih your hope, and break ap aU corre* 
fpondence? If your own heart were naturally 
too proud to in treat, or too carelefs to give at-* 
tendance, would not the fuic be negleAed i -Or 
if youhad prefented.your petition, and for a long 
tiaft of time no anfwer was returned ; would 
yjDu not^give up all hopes of it as forgotten or 
rejected ? 1$ not this an image of the fiace of 
the Chriftian in many infiancesi And there- 
fore, if prayer is a part of natural religion, if it 
is a matter of duty or neceffity At all, it muft 
often have the above difficulties to overcome, 
and, on that account, be juftly conGdered .as a 
fpecies of wrcflling with God. And why (hould 
the Chriftian.'s being in or out of frame for bis 
disty to God, be made the fubje£l of derifionf 
Is there not fomething fimilar to it as to every 
ofcjcft of ftudy or application ? Are there not 
fome feafons when you fay, your mind lies to 
your book, your work,- or even your play, and 
then it goes on fweetly and pleafantiyi Are 
ibere not others, when it is againd the grain^ 
and then every trifle is a difficulty, and even the 
air is a burden. If you coofider thefe things;, 
you mud be fenfible, that all to whom eternity 
is the hightft concern, and therefore religion 
their chief ^are, muft be attentive to the ilate 
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of their hearts towards God. And if this it the 
cafe, every thing, whether inward or outwart*, 
tfaat promotes or hinders their acquaintance with 
bim^ wiU' appear to them of the utmoft moracnf. . 
The truth- is, whoever fake- the liberty to defpife 
and ridicnie tltc concern of ferious perfons about 
communion with God, muft txcufe me for /ay- 
ing, becaufe it h my deliberate judgement, cin 
ther that they are enemies to-' religion in their 
hearts, or that t^ey are \v4iolljr- ignorant of the 
important fubjeft. 

3. As we would defend the Ahiy above ex* 
plained from the feoffs of infidels, let us a»fi^^ 
guard it from abuie,and'diAinguifli it from an/ 
eorruption that may pretend,. or may be thought 
to rcfemble ie» Particularly, let us beware of 
allowing in ourfelves, or approving in others, a« 
ny grofs indecent familiarity, either of fpeech or 
'carriage.. You fee, my brethren, that wreftling 
ijvith God^arifes from^a-deep impreffion of the in- 
finite and unlpeakable importance of the ble(^ 
fings in profpeA,. and their abfolute necefSty to 
the petitioner* This will make him fiill iniift,. 
and urge his reqijeft^ and, as ii were, refufe to^ 
kt go his bold. But il is alfo coi^ftantly attend* 
edjwith a fenfe of the holinefs of God's nature^ 
and the greatnefs of his power ; which, when iec.^ 
home upon, the wounded confcience, is often' 
the principal caufe- of the didrefs. Is there not 
then the jufteft rea&n *Sot earnednefs and con- 
cern ? But b it not alfo plain, that this muft pre* 
(erve the believer from impropriety; and that 
it. cannot. lead to any foollfh or indecent familir 
Aa i, wity,. 
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f. ::y, which is often miftaken for U, and ofwa 
U';-cv:cncJ in its room? 

\\ har haih been faid upon the fubjed, I hope, 
>v:il poir.t out to you the juft middle between c- 
\cry vicloji extreme. Such real concern, (ucli 
foivour of ff^rit, will not indeed lead any to 
liwdy in their prayers a nice, vain, or ornament- 
Cwl llyle. This is- the language of a mind at 
cafe. It is but of little value at any race : but 
O how mifplaced ! O how unfuitable in prayer 
to God ! This is beft carried on by plain an4 
ardent cxpreflions of the very temper of the 
f(ui], when the fulnefs of the heart gives a ready 
utterance to the tongue. But neither wtU the 
views which the wreftling believer hath of Hbt 
glory and majefty of God, cf the ArifVneis of 
his law, and the terror of his wrath, fufier him 
to give way to any trifling, flovenljs or ridkaioui 
manner of addrcffing himfeif to the throne of 
grace. It muO be obfervcd indeed, that there 
will be a diiPercnce, according to the di£FereQt 
circumflances, fiation, and capacity of the per- 
fons concerned. There may be many a feriom 
Chriftian, who knows what it is to pour but bis 
heart before God, and fpread his fins and (on 
rows at his feet, who would not be fit for lead^ 
ing the devotion of a public or promifcupus af« 
fembly ; yet be may be the perfon who, as a 
prince, h^th power with God, and prevails. 
The prayers of fuch a wreftlcr, with all the ble» 
nii(hes that attend them, arc probably far more 
eiFe Aual, than thofe of fuch over-nice perfons^ as 
defpife the weaknefa of W% underftanding, or 

make 
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make tbemletves merry with^ the* Homeirde& of 
his ftyle : nay, I mud fay further, that we fome* 
times mctt with perfons whofe language ia« 
prayer is^ fo unfpeakably fuperior to their abili- 
ties or performances of other kiadS| as to (how 
that they have an unAion from the Holy One';; 
and that they are example^ of the accomplifh- 
meot of that promife,, Pfal. xxv. 14. " The ft- 
*' cret of rhe Lord is with them that fear him :- 
*' and be will (hew them b'ls covenant,'* 

4. I muft conclude the fubje£l at this time \ 
>vithearneft]y exhorting you all to the diligent^ 
exerctfe of this duty. And that it may be the- 
more diftinft andcfFcftual, I fhaH briefly point; 
out to you the following objefts of prayer. 

1. Be fefv<:nt in prayer for the improvement 
of the ipiritual life in your own {o\A^ . Prayer 
is at once the fecurity and xhz comfort of a Chri- 
ftian. HatCy fear, prevent as much as 4n ydu 
lieth every thing that may obftruifl your regula- 
rity and earneCinefs in this duty. 

2. Be earned in your tupplication, and impoi"* 
tunate in your pleadirtg for the church of Chrift,, 
and the glory of his kingdom, efpecially in your 
native country. The charadVer of real Chri- 
ftians, in this refpefVy is well defcribed by the- 
prophet : If. Ixii. 6. 7. ** I have fct watchmen - 
** upon thy walls,. (> Jerufalem, which (hall ne- 
*' ver hold their peace day nor night : ye thar: 
** make mention of the Lord, keep not iilence; 
*'-and give him no reft, till he eftablifl), and till 
" he make Jerufalem a piaife in the earth/''' 
The languifliing ftate of religion in this nation^,, 

Aa3 and; 
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and the, threatening a(peA of Providence, (honld 
prefs us CO this doty: and fuiely» in proportion 
as our belief of the truths of the gofpel is real 
and prevalent^ we rouft behold tranigreffions 
with grie^ and be ready to intercede for a *^ time 
^ of refie(hing from the prefence of the Lord*'' 

3. Be earned for a feafon of the power of 
God at this apf roachtng communion. We firrve 
an all-fufficient and unchangeable God, the iame 
yeflerday, to day, and for ever^ who is able to 
pour down his Spirit in a large and plentiful mea- 
fure, and make it a happy time for the-elpoufal 
of many finners to Cbrift, and for edifying his 
(aints, that they may go on their way rejoicings 

. and eat their bread with gladne(s and fingiencia 
of heart. Let us plead bis own promife, If. xiiv* 
3> 4* ** For I will pour water upon him that is 
^* tbirfly, and floods upon the dry ground : I 
*' will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, and my 
^* ble£ing upon thine offspring : and they flisH 
*' fpring up as among the grafs, as willows by 
" the water-coorfes.'^ 

4. Pray for the minifiers of the gofpel. The 
apodles often a(k this affidance of the faithful : 
Col.iv. 3. '< Withal, praying alfaforus, that 
<' God would open unto us a door of utterance^ 
** to fpeak the my fiery pf Chrift, for which I am 
•* alfo in bond*^*** If you believe the efficacy of 
prayer, you muft be fenfiUe that your diligence, 
in this refpejl will prepare minifiers.for you, and 
you for them. Thb is to pcnnt the eye of faith 
beyond the fervacts to the mafler of the feafl ; 

axKl 
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and yo» "ivHI probably both look for aodrecehrt 
your Anfwer from bimfelf. 

5^ In the loft place, I wouid earnelUy recoim 
mend to you the exercife of joint and fociat 
conference ind prayer. There is great dan- 
gpc o£ extingttiihing the heasrenLy flame, if white 
yon ate neceOarily furrounded with a fiood. of 
ungodly men, you do not often aflbciace with 
(he excellent one$ of the earthy and place your 
delight there : MalachLiiL i6%^< Then they that 
*' feared the Lord^^^pake often one to> another, 
'* and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a 
" book of remembrance ^as written before him 
^' for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
^' upon his name.''^ There is a great advantage 
in &ciety for every purpoie. If we know the be- 
nefit of united bodies for bufinefs and trade. If 
we find the pleafure of joining together for ma« 
tual entertainment and focial conver(e,.muft not as 
great a benefit refult from a more facred union ? 
Serious peribns, by aflbciatlDg^ together, dlreil 
each other by their counfels, embolden each o*^ 
ther by their examples^ and affid each other by 
their prayers. There is alio a particular pro- 
mife of efficacy to focial prayer : Matth. xviii. 
19. ao. <^ I (ay unto you^ that if two of you 
^ ihall agree on earth, as touching any thing 
<^ that they fliall aik» it Ihall be done for them 
** of my rather which is in heaven. For where 
^ two or three are gathered together in my 
** name, there am 1 in the midft of them.*' 
Now, may th^ Lord himielf vifit you with his 

gracious 
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gracious prefencc, and make you to fay with Jacob 
at Bethel, Gen. xxviii. i6. 17. << And he fiitd, 
'< Surely the Lord is in this place % and I knew 
<< it not. And he was afraid, and faid. How 
<< dreadful is this place 1 this is none other but 
^ the houie of Godt, and (his is the gate of h«u^> 
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SERMON XII, 
Fervency said imporciinky in prayer, 

GfiNEais^ xxxiL 26^ 

^tidhefaid^ InuUl not Ut thee go^ except tt&u^ 
i/e/s tne. 

Second fcrmon on the texu 



ILT T jTE proceed now to tlie fecond thing 
VV prppofed in the diflribution of the 
fubjeft 5^ which was, To (how you the duty and 
realbnablenefs of wrefiling and importunity in 
prayer. Here I am feRfible^ that a corrupt and 
impatient mind may be able to illunec up object 
tions agatnft it. There is fomething wonderful 
and unfearchable in all the works of God, and 
in none more, as it is reafonable to fuppofe, than 
in the Methods of bis grace. In particular, it 
may appear furprifing, that he (bould exercife 
his people with fuch confli<fls and (rials, that ic 
fhould be neccflary to overcome hirp, as it were,i 
by importunity, before we can obtain thofe 
bleilings which himfelf hath commanded us ta 
aik, and which he hath promifed to beftow. 
Why, will it be faid, does a God of mercy, and 
^f infinite fuUnefs, to whom all our wants and 

weaknelTes 
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weaknefles are perfeftly known, wait for our 
prayers, before he will part with what is fo- 
much needed by us I Why dotb.he,.wh« know- 
cth our frame, and remembers that we are duft, 
unneceflarily throw obflrufUons in our wa}i^ and 
wrap bimiclf up in darknefs, to difcourage our 
approach I 

But how does- this furpriie increafe, when we 
conGder how unequal we are for the conflift. 
If no ftrengrii but our own is oppofed to tRe 
Almighiy ! nay, that our ftrcngth for rcfiflance 
fnuft come only from himfelf : fo that he. 
wounds, and he heals; heoppreflcsi. and Jie fuf- 
tains ; he difcoorages, and he invites. It is by 
prayer that we muft obtain every blcffing from 
tfce Father of lights ; and one of the greateft 
and moft neceflary of thefe blefBngs is the fpirit 
of- prayer itfclf. My brethren, when cither tinr- 
belief or profanity moves any inch difficulties aar 
thefct I think it my duty to call upon yoa^ in 
the firft place, to bow yoDrfelves before the fo« 
vereignty of God. There is an unfearchable 
impenetrable depth in the divine wifdom, whe- 
ther we look upon the works of nature, or of 
grace. As creator of the worlds he coukt^ no 
doubt, io a moment, with one word of his 
power, have raifed the whole fabrick tn perfeC'^ 
tion ; yet it pleafed him, in a gradual manner,^, 
to finifh every part by the addition of another^^ 
for the fpace of Gn days. When he gave the: 
StfV promife to Adam, or when he renewed ir 
%> the father of the faitfafaVhe could, no doubr^ 

have 
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have fent the Saviour into the word, to fioift 
tranfgreffion^ and make as end of fin ; yet be 
law it proper to %vft only diftant intimations of 
this blefled perioc^ and to defer the long-expedl- 
ed appearance till the fulnefs of time, while the 
nations were foffered ^o fit for many ages in 
darknefs, and io the region and ihadow of 
death. Intheiame manner, he often takes a 
great variety of fi«ps with his people before 
they are made partakers of bis promises. 

But notwithftanding that fomething muft flill 
remain myflerious, .and beyond the comprehen* 
'fion of a .finite creature, in the management of 
God, who ^* giveth not account of any of his 
** matters," we may fee much propriety and 
beauty in this part of his procedure. And i^ 
it not our duty to attend to k \ We may fee 
the reafonablenels, nay we may perceive the 
Wifdom, of bis requiring a hdy fervency, wreft* 
iing, and importunity in prayer x for it ferves to 
-engrave upon our hearts, and even to work in* 
to our afFe£lions, (bme of the moft important 
truths of religion, and fucb ^s will have the 
moft.powerfuland extenfive influence upon our 
temper and praAice. This will plainly appear 
from the three following xonfiderations. 

I. Fervency of fpirit, and importunity, in 
prayer, is fuitable and neceflary, becaufe of the 
greatnefs and glory of that God with whom we 
hold communion, as well as it ferves tofirengthen 
and improve the fenle of this upon our minds* 
' The infinite majeOy of Go4| and the unmeafu* 

sable 
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rable diflance at Avfaich he is removed from 
all created weaknefs, is often fpoken of 
in fcripture with admiratioa of his con- 
dcfcenfion : Pfal. viii j, 4. '« When I confi- 
** der thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
" moon and the ftars which thoa haft ordaiti- 
" ed ; what is man, that thou art mindful of 
^ him ? and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft 
** him ? '* Under a deep impreflion of the fame 
great truth, Solomon fays, 2 Chron. vi. \%. 
** But will God in very deed dwell with men on 
^ the earth ? behold, heaven, and the heaven 
*' of hea^vens cannot contain thee ; how much left 
** this houfe which I have built 1^ Is not, then, 
fome fervour of aSe6tion due to the greacnefs 
and glory of that God whom we worfliip ? 
Our afFeflions (hpuld always, in their Hrength 
and exertion, be in proportion to their objeft, 
its dignity and worth. Indiflferenee and careleA- 
nefs in an infeiior towards a fuperior is always 
counted a mark of difdain. We naturally fup« 
pofe, that thofe in great and high ftations ought 
to be approached with reverence, and folicited 
in the humbleft manner, by their inferiors, who 
hope to (hare in their bounty ; and the more ex- 
alted the perfon, the more futmiffive the po- 
fture, and the more earned the fupplication. 
Much more ought this to take place between 
God and us. On this account it is, probably 
at leaft on this amongft others, that indifference 
and coldnefs in religion is reprefented as pecu« 
UarJy the objeft of divine deteftation : Rev.iii; 
15, 1 6. ** X know thy works, that thou art nei- 

« ther 
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" ther cold nof hot : I would thou wcrt cold or 
** hot. So then becaofe thou art lukewann, 
^* and neither cold nor hot, I will ipue thee out 
** of my mouth/' 

2. Our own great unworthinefs, who are the 
obje£ls of divine love, and admitted to this. fa« 
cred intercourfe, (hould powerfully excite us to 
fervency in pleading. This is precifely a coun- 
terpart to the former conGderation^ and greatly 
ftrengthens the conclu(ion« Even the higheft of 
the fpirits above, moft eminent in knowledge and 
ian£tity, who dand neareft to the throne of God, 
we are told, cover their faces with tkeir wingSj 
as loft in refpeA and wonder, when they look to 
him who dwells in inacceflible light. How 
much more '' man, who is a worm, and the foit 
'< of msin, who is a worm, whofe foundation is 
** in the duft, who dwells in houfes of clay, 
<< and is cruftied before the moth !" Accordingly, 
in fome of the examples we have of the moft impor- 
tunate pleading and wrcftiingin prayer, this is the 
very difficulty which (eems toftandln the way, and 
requires the greateft efforts of holy boldnefe to 
overcome ; as in the acceunt we have of Abra- 
ham's interceflion for devoted Sodom, Gen. xviii. 
27. ^* And Abraham anfwered and faid, Behold 
<* now, I have taken upon me to (peak unto the 
'' Lord, which am but duft and adits.** And 
again, in the 32d verie, ** And he (aid. Oh let 
** not the Lord be angry, and I will fpeak yet 
" but this once ; Peradventure ten ftiall be found 
^* there. And he faid, I will not defiroy it for 
« tens lake**' 

Vol. L B b Bot^ 
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But, my brethreo, I befeech you remember, ic 
is not our frail nature, and limited powers only, 
that point out our unwortbioefs ; but oor guilt 
and impurity, fo oppodte and fo odious to the 
divine nature. This, I have (hown you in the 
preceding di(cour(e, is one of the greateft hin- 
drances of our accefs to God in prayer. And 
may we not lay, How fuitable, how neceflary is 
It, that, in order to keep us ftill deeply humble, 
God ihould fometimes cover himfelf with a cloud, 
and exerctfe the Cnner with ftrong crying and 
tears, befpre he will vouchiafe the intimations ^ 
of his love ? This reafon will be felt, and that 
the rooft fenfibly, by the beft and moft dutiful 
of his children, as their iandification continues 
imperfeft fo long as they are here below. How 
fhould a fenfe of guilt and mifery at once in- 
creafe our felf-abafement, and add to the earneft- 
Bels of our defires I There cannot be a juft- 
er defcription, both of our ftate and duty, where 
mifery and weaknefs conlpire in (bowing the ne* 
teSity and difficulty of wreftling with God, tban 
the apoftle hath given us, Rom. viii. 26. <* Like- 
^* wife the Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmicies : 
^' for we know not ivhac we (hould pray for as 
^* we ought : hut the Spirit itfelf maketh inter* 
^ ceS&cxk for us with groanings which cannot be 
« uttered/' 

3. The duty and reafonablenefs of wreflling 
and importunity in prayer, appears trom the inr- 
cftimable value of the mercies to be obtained. 
Should there not be a^ proportionable flrengtb of 
defire to the worth of the bleflings in profpeA? 

Now, 
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Now, who can Gompiice the value of the divine 
favour^ and all its ha]>py effects ? and therefore 
who can compute the guilt of indifference, and 
the ncccffity of fervour in aflcing it ? The 
biefliQgs of falvation in general are in their na* 
ture and fource unfpeakable, and in (heir dura* 
tlon without end. — On the one hand, deliver* 
ance from everlading mifery, from the wrath of 
an almighty and incenfed God. True it is| 
that thofe who are but yet in the way mud be 
very unable to form jcrft conceptions of this* 
But we may in general conclude, from the glory 
of creating power, which is in fo many inftan* 
ces difplayed before our eyes, how fearful a 
tiling it muftbe to be the itoonumcnts of the 
vengeance of fucb a God* fie who is mighty to 
make and fave, is alfo mi^ty to deRroy. This 
is particularly felt by the (incier^ \^eQ,' humbled 
by conviAios, and in every inward conflidt there 
is a repetition of the (ame diifa-efs, as it arifes 
from the fame caufe* 

On the other hand, wh^at muft be the value 
of everlafting happinefs in the prefence and the 
enjoyment of God J How bleflcd, beyond ex- 
preffion, mufi the believer be, when the fuilne£i 
of the divine benignity, of which we have now 
accefs to taAe only fome fmaller and more di« 
ftant dreams, (hall be the portion of the foul I 
What fupplications fhould we not make, when 
we are afTured, that importunity may obtain (b 
rich a rreafure ! And let me add, how valuable 
prefent fellow/hip and communion with God^ 
which is the earned and foretafle of complete 
B b 2 deliverance 
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deliverance from the one, and the eternal un- 
changeable pofleflion of the other ! Say now, 
my brethren, is it not joft and reaibnabte, that 
thefe bleffings fhould be defired with ardour, and 
fought with importunity ? What fervent lan- 
guage have we from the fcripture-faints upon 
this fubjeft ! Pf. xlii. 1.2. '< As the hart pantetb 
^< after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul af- 
« ter thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for God, 
^ for the living God : when fhali I come and 
<* a|ypcar before God ?*' Pf. Ixiii. i. 2. *« O 
^ God, thou art my God, early will 1 feek thee : 
^^ my foul thirfleth for thee, my flefh longetb for 
^ thee in a dry and thirfty land, where no wa« 
^ ter IS : to fee thy power and thy glory, fo as 
<< I have feen thee in the fanduary.^ Is it any 
wonder that there (lioold be often trials and 
conffi^s in the way to fo bonourahie a relation, 
and fo happy a (late ? What is cheaply obtain- 
ed, is commonly efteemed of little worth. Is 
it to be expeAed, then, that God fliould proftt- 
tute the bleflings of his love to cold and dif- 
dainful petitions, to lukewarm and indifferent 
petitioners ? And are there not, alas 1 too ma* 
By who ^* a(k and have i^ot, becaufe they afk a- 
^ mifs,'' who, by their feeble and heartlefs de- 
mands, do juilify, and^ if I may ufe fuch an ex- 
prei&on, even folicit a refufid ? 

III. Wit proceed to the third thing proposed 
b the method ; which was. To point out the 
great advantages which flow from wreftling with 
God« Thefe, in con/equence of what hath been 

already 
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already (aid^ may be coofidered as all centering 
in one point, z/iz. its power and efficacy in pro- 
curing the blefltngs. Nothing can be laid firong- 
er on the benefit of wreftling with God, than 
that we (hall afliiredly prevail. The fuccefs of 
Jacob's wreftling is recorded in the paflage im* 
mediately ibUowing the text, if 27. 28« zp* 
•< And he faid unto him, What is thy name \ 
f* And he faid, Jacob* And he laid, Thy name 
** lliail be called no more Jacob, but Ifraei : for 
'^ as a prince haft thou power with God and 
<< with men, and baft prevailed. And Jacob 
*' aiked him, and faid. Tell me, I pray thee> thy 
** name. And he faid, Wherefore is it that thoa 
'< doft aik after my name ? and he blelled bins 
'^ there.'' But that I may iUuftfate this a little 
in a praAical manner, obferve, that the efficacy 
of wreftling with God in prayer, appears firom the 
three following conliderations* ' 

I. It prepares and difpofes the people of God 
for receiving his mercies^ and in Ibme cafes 
is itfelf the actual pofteffion of them* Every 
part of the divine conduct towards his laints is 
full of wifdom, and full of grace. One reafon 
why he who knows our wants, requires us to^ 
pray, b, that we may be prepared for a profit* 
able fupply. We may alfo reft allured^ that he 
will not delay his inierpolition one moment be* 
yond the fittcft fcafon. Now, that ardent pray- 
er, wrellling, and importunity with God, is the 
beft preparation for receiving, his mercies, is 
plain, both in refpe^ of worth and capacity* 
It may feem indeed improper to Ipeak of any 
B.b 3 fitacTi ^ 
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fitnels ts to worth for receiving the divine mer- 
cies, which are all free and unmerited on our 
part^ however dearly purchafed on the part of 
our lurety. But, my brethren, with due cau* 
tion, we may alio take in this confideration, the 
rather that it is in the exercife of prajer that 
this fitnefs is obtained ; which plainly fhews, that 
it Cometh from God, that it is his own gift, and 
his own work. Is not that perfon the fitter for 
deliverance from diftrefs of any kind, and for 
the communications of divine favour, who is 
wholly emptied of himfelf, truly and deeply • 
humbled, brought proftrate before the Divine 
Majefty, convinced and fatisfied of the vanity of 
all created enjoymems, and breathing after God^ 
as his ibie refuge and confolation, which he wUl 
not, and cannot forego i 

May we not alfo (ay, that he ts much more fit, 
than one, on the other hand, who flies from God 
with impatient complain tS| or fullen difdain ; or 
who, without a/king help from above, when one 
earthly comfort fails him, cleaves the clofer to 
another ? The great, if not the only end of 
divine correftion, is, to weaken the power of 
lln, to make us feel the vanity of the creature, 
and to break every attachment to the world that 
is inordraate and exceffive. When ihis end is 
obtained, therefore, muft not the rod be with- • 
drawn I and will not this promife be certainly 
accompli/hed ? that the Lord will '^ appoint un« 
*' to them that mourn in Zlon, to give unto 
<* them beauty for afties, the oil of joy for 
« mourning, the garment of praife for the fpirit 

«of 
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^* of heavineis^ that they might be called treet 
^' of righteoufQefs, the pUnting of the Lord^ 
^< that he might be glorified;" l£ Ixi. 3. If we 
look into the icripture-qualifications for recei- 
ving the communications of divine lovci we (hall 
find the chief of them to be» the earneftnefs of 
our own defires : If. Iv. i. ^ Ho, every one 
'< that thirfleth, come ye to the waters, and he 
^* that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat, 
^^ yea, come, buy wine and milk ^ without mo- 
** ney, and without price*'' 

Further, wrelUing and importunity in prayer 
gives a capacity of relifliing the mercies of God, 
They are then, and not till then in the fame 
degree, truly mercies, earneflly defired, infinite- 
ly prized. It is a common and beaten remark. 
That the worth of any mercy is never known - 
till we are deprived of it. There is great ac- 
cefs to obferve ibis in the Chriftian life, not only 
in its beginning, but in every ftep of its pro-* 
grefs. O how refreihing is the intimation of 
pardon to a convinced llnner, who hath long 
trembled through fear of wrath, or to the be« 
liever, who hath long groaned under a ipirit of 
bondage 1 O how ravifhing is a fenie of divine 
love to that child of God who hath long com- 
plained of the hiding of his Father's face I When^ 
after he hath been lod oh a fea of temptations^ 
one wave or billow following dole upon tht 
back of another, he is at laft received into a 
peaceful haven I the ever lofting arms are Aretch^ 
cd round about him^ the faithfulMefs cf. (7W ia 
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his fliMd and bockler, and the itreogth of the 
'Almighty his impregnable fecoricy ? There is 
ao fuch fiayedncti or compoTare of mind as af* 
ter a variety of trials. The exercifed ChrifHaa 
has tried and thrown away every broken reed^ 
one after another ; be hath found the vanity of 
every refuge of Hes ; and hath fettled his hope on 
the immoveable foundation of the rock of ages^ 
which ihall never fail. 

1 added, in entering on this particular, that 
wreftling and importunity in prayer is in many 
cales itfelf the pofleffion of the very mercies we 
defire. It is the exercife of almoft every gra- 
cious difpofiticM]. To increaie in iandificattoD^ 
to have bis graces flrengthened, and his corrop* 
tions fubdued, is the habitual and prevailing de« 
fire of every real believer. But how can this 
be more efFcQually obtained than by ferveoc 
prayer ? How, and where, can any gracious 
dii}>ofition be either more improved and ftrengtb« 
ened, or more clearly Jifcerned, than when it 
is in exercife. Faith, love, penitential forrow, 
firuft, and refignation, are the very dtfpofitions 
fffential to a wreflling believer* Perhaps ibme 
will fay, True indeed ; but they are only at- 
temptii)|g; to (hew themfelves^ often difcovering 
their weaknefs, fometimes yielding to their op' 
pofites. Alas! %s theChriflian, my faith is 
often over-matcbed with unbelief, and my love 
ContradiAed by impatient complaints : what is 
my penitential ibrrow but weeping over a bard 
heart I my truft and refignation is but a fliorc* 
Jived promife i in a little time my courage fails, 

aad 
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and I am ready to tremble at the falHng of a 
leaf. But, my dear brethren, \% not the impor- 
tunate wreftier maintaining the conflifl, inftead 
of yielding to the dream \ and how infinitely 
preferable are his hours of deepeft anguifti to 
that flothful and unequal conduct to be obfer^ 
ved in many fecure and formal Chriftians I It is 
alfo certain, that many times deliverance comes 
unlooked for. As the Pfalroifi fays, that whilft 
he was mufing the fire burned ; fo it frequently 
happens, that a gracious God vifits diftrefled fouls^ 
even when they leaft exped it, with the joy of 
bis falvation, and caufeth the bones which he hath 
broken to rejoice. 

.2. The efficacy of importonate prayer appears 
from the promifes of fuceefs which are annex- 
ed to it in Icripture. I muft here begin by ob* 
fervtag, that there are many commands m the 
word of God to pray, to pray without ceafing; 
to continue inftant in prayer. Now, every com- 
mand to pray, contains in it a promife of a gra* 
cious anfwer fi'om the hearer of prayer. It ne« 
cefiarily implies it. The truth of God is a 
pledge and (ecurtty for it. He would not de- 
ceive us with vain hopes^ or put us upon a 
fruitlefs attempt : for he is not a man, that he 
fliould lie. But befides this general confidera* 
tion, there are many exprefs promifes particu- 
larly to the eari^eftnefs anJ importupity of the 
defire: Prov. ii. 3* 4* 5. " Yea, if thou crieft 
<^ after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice for 
'^ underflanding : if thou feekeft her as (liver, 
'^ and fearchefi for ber^ as for bid trcafures : 

"then 
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^ then fliak thou underftand the fear of the 
'' Lordy and find the knowledge of God/' See 
alfo the parable of the importunate widow, and 
the unjuft judge, Luke xviiL i • which concludes 
thus, ver. 7. '' And (hall not God avenge his 
** own cleft, which cry day and night unto him, 
'' though he bear long with them ?'' 

Let me beg your attention to another paflage 
recorded in the i7tb chapter of Matthew, where 
there was brought to our Saviour a poflTefled per* 
fon, whom his difciples could not cure : ver* 
19. 2O4 21. ** Then came the difciples to Jefus. 
'< apart, and faid. Why could not we caft him 
** out ? And Jefus faid unto them. Because of 
** your unbelief: fot verily I lay mto you^ If 
*' ye have f^itfa as a grain of muftard^ieed^ y^ 
^' /hall lay unto this mountain, Remove hene« 
^'to yonder place, and ii ilmll remove; and 
<< nothing Ihall be impoffible unto you. How# 
** beit this kind goetb not out, but by prayer 
'< and fading.'^ This paflage is fomewhat re- 
markable, and entirely to our prefent purpofe 
It (hews, that in the ceconomy of divine grac^ 
there are fome mercies that may be obtained by 
iefs, and fome that require more earneft and fcr* 
vent prayer. This fpecies of devils, it feeros, 
would not yield to the (ame influence that o* 
thers did.' See only further James v. i6i ** Con* 
'' fefs your faults one to another, and pray one 
^ for another, that ye may be healed : 1 he ef« 
^ fe£lual fervent prayer of a righteous man a* 
** vaileth much/' 

3« In the ia/l place, The fame thing appears 

from 
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from the daily experieace of tb^ people of Ooi^ 
and many memorable examples of the eflftcac/ 
of prayer. I mtgfac cite a great number of theft 
to you from the holy (criptores, which are noc 
only a facred repofitory of dtvine truth, but a 
hiftory of divine providence. You may take the 
few followiog iadancee. Abraham's interceffb- 
ry prayer for Sodom, in which that ancient pa- 
friarch, honoured with the glorious title of Che 
friend rfCodf was allowed to plead with him, 
to repeat and urge his requeft, as well as to 
fireagthen it with arguments. It is true, it fa- 
yed not the whole city from deflruAion; yet was 
it heard in every part of it, according to its 
tenor. Nay, even though the ten righteous^ 
which was his loweft fuppofitioo, were not 
found in it; yet the few righteous that were 
there, were not involved in the general calamity, 
but fuffered to efcape. Take alfo the example 
of Elias, as cited by the apoAle James, chap, v* 
17. 18. '^ Elias was a man fubjed to like paf* 
'^fions as we are, and he prayed earneftly that 
^ it might not rain : ,and it rained not on the 
** earth by the fpace of three years and fix 
^ months. And he prayed again, and the hea« 
** ven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her 
' fruit." See the cafe of Daniel, recorded io 
the zd chapter of that book, particularly the 
17th, i8th, 19th verfes of that chapter, where 
you win learn, that, by the uirited prayer of Dia« 
niel and his companions, the (ecret of the kingV 
dream was communicated to them in a revela* 

don 
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Cion from heaven. I ooly add die inftance re- 
corded Matth.xv. 2i. and downwards, where 
the woman of Canaan fo importunately prefles 
her reqjLiefty and at laft receives this anfwer : 
ver. 28. 'VThenJefus ^nfwered and faid unto 
** her, O woman, great is thy faith : be it unto 
** thee even ai thou wilt. And her daughter 
^ was made whole from that very hour,'^ 

I might eaCly mention many more recent 
examples of the efficacy of prayer ; but thofe 
which have been already produced are abundant- 
ly fufficient. The truth is, I am perfuaded that 
every ferious Chriftian is able to~ recoiled exam- 
ples of it from his own experience ; and fure- 
ly they are of all others mod inexcufable, who 
refbain prayer before God, after they have 
known the unfpeakable benefit which flows 
from it. 

IV. Let us now make fome pra£lical im- 
provement of what hath been (aid on this fub- 
jed. And, 

I. Sufier me to improve what hath been faid, 
for the convi£lion and reproof of thqfe who are 
habitually unmindful of this important duty* 
Alas i my brethren, what reafon have we to com- 
plain of the negleft of wreftling, and want of 
importunity in prayer 1 Is not the language itfeif 
become unfaOiionable, and liable to fcorn ? As 
a perfon as eminent in (lation as in piety once 
iaid, ^ Men have now devifed a fmooth and ea- 
* fy way to heaven, quite confident with the (pi- 
^ lit of the world, ia which temptations and 

* fpiritual 
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"^fpiritual conflifts, and inward trials, ate un- 
* known/ But be aflbred, however changeable 
Vfe are in our fancy and inclination, the word 
of God abideth for ever. There is very great 
reafon to fear, nay there is good ground to af- 
firm, that thc^e who are ftrangers to wreAling 
wih God ih prayer, are fleeping in fecurity, and 
under the dominion of fin. You will fay p«r. 
hapsy you live at eafe and undidurbed. It may 
be fo, and it is fo much the worfe; for the 
prince of this world will always confult the 
peace and quictnefs of his own fubjefts. 

I would carneftly intreat every hearer of the 
gofpel to fuffer this reproof to enter into his 
mind, as it is what can be certainly known only 
to God and your own fouls. Though there is* 
fufScient outward evidence of the general negleft 
of this duty, how far any perfon is parckular ly 
guilty, muft be left to the determination of his 
own confcience, and the judgement of him who 
feeth and fearcheth the heart. If there is any 
among you who habitually de/pi/eth prayer, who 
makes every little bufinefs, every little indifpo* 
fition or iazinefs of mind, an excufe for negle^* 
ing or poftponing it : if there are any who fatif- 
fy themfelves with a dead curfory formality in 
duty ; who call in quefiion the reality of cjom* 
munion with God in others, becaufe they are 
ftrangers co it themfelves ; without all doubt they 
have great caufe to fear, th^t they are in the gall 
ofbitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 1>11 
me, what is the reafon of your backwardnefs 
to drawing near to God ? Is it^ not^ that you 
Vol. L C c a e 
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are af/aid of coming Into his prefence? Is it. 
i)ot| that^ou caonot bear the opening of your 
hearts ? Is it not from fome dark jealoufy and 
fufpicioni that all is not right with you, though 
ycu had rather cover than confefs it i My ear- 
neft prayer to God is, that though you keep at a 
didance from him, he* may not keep at a di- 
flance from you ; that he may, by his Spirit, 
convince you of your danger, and, in great mer* 
CVi deliver you from this miferable ftate.* 

2. You may learn, from what has been faid, 
one great caufe of the low ftate of religion, and 
the barrennefs of ordinances among us at pre- 
fent. It is the neg1e£): of prayer, and that ma- 
ny, though they may condefcend to aik, yet 
do not think it worth their while to wreftle for 
the bleifing. The profane are not the only per- 
fons joftly chargeable with a failure in this part 
of iheir duty. Many real .Chriflians are apt to 
flacken their diligence in this important exercife, 
and many often read their fin in their punifli- 
ment. But is it not very wonderful, my bre- 
thren, that thofe who have once tafted that the 
Lord is gracious, who have known the fweet« 
nefs of communion with God, fhould ever lo'e 
it by their own Indifference and backwardnefs 
to maintain it? Yet here we muft, of neceffity, 
lay the blame. We muft ftill fay, in juftifica* 
tion of his procedure, If. lix. k 2. ^* Behold, 
^* the Lord's hand is not (hortened, that it cannot 
** fave : neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 
''But your iniquities have feparated between 
f you and your God, and your fins have hid 

*' his 
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" his face from you, that he will not hear/' It 
feems to appear from the experience of Chri- 
ftians, that God is jealous of their treatment of 
his love, and deeply refents the alienation of 
their afFedlions ; and th/^fefore, to have ienfible 
joy in him, and to walk in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoft, which is fo great a privilege, can- 
not be preferved, without the greateft watcbful- 
nefs on their part, and the greateft conftancy in 
prayer, 

3. SujSTer me now, in a few words, to exhort every 
perbn in this aflembly, and in particular thofc 
who have fo lately renewed their engagement to 
God, over the fymbols of the broken body and 
ihed blood pf Chrift, to give themfelves unto 
prayer. Of what ufe is your being admitted to 
this (acred table, if it do not incline you to live 
nearer to God in the habitual tenor of your life \ 
Thw is the very privilege which we obtain by 
the Uood of Cbrift, that we have accefs with 
boldnefs and confidence through the faith of him. 
This is the very advantage that we obtain by his 
continual intercelCon before the throne, Heb. 
iv. 14. 16. " Seeing then that we have a great 
<* high prieft, that is paffed into the heavens, 
^* Jefus the Son of God, let us hold faft our pro- 
** fefliQn. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
'* the throne of grace, that we may obtain met* 
^ cy, and find grace to help in time of need." 
i^gain, have you not devoted your lives to the 
iervice of God ? have you not promifed to keep 
his commandments^ How do you expefl to 
fulfil your promiie \ Are you not ready to fayj" 
C c 2 * Not 
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* Not unlcfs he be pleafcd himfelf to prcfervc 

' and keep me; not unlefs he pothis Spirit witb- 

^in me, and write his laws in my heart T And 

do you not know, that he hath faid, " Yet for 

** all thefe things will I be inquired of by the 

•* houfe of Ifrael to do it for them I \ will aik 

you one quefiion more. Do you *not know that 

you are yet in an evil world ? Do you not know 

what variety of temptations and fufiTeiings you 

may yet be expofed to ? How ihall you bear up 

under trials ; how fhall you ^' glorify God in 

*' the day of vifitation/' if you live habitually at 

a diftance from him \ Chriftians, it is to hint 

you muft look when trouble cometh upoa youb 

i^ II other refuge will foon fail; and vanity, va*' 

nlty, be feen written upon the creature. But 

with what confufion muft you then lift up your 

eyes to him, if you forget him in prof^rity ! 

Therefore let me befeech y6n, va the moft ear- 

nefl manner, to renew your diligence ia the exer-^ 

cife of prayer. In a particular manner, I muf( 

recommend thk exercife to young peribns* You, 

my dear brethren, are expofed co many dangers, 

your ftrengih fmall, your experience little, youp 

knowledge imperfect. Live a life of prayer, and 

dependence upon God. Daniel and his compa« 

Bions were young pe^fons, yet mighty in prayer; 

therefore learn it early, pca^tife it dtJigentiy^ 

and wait upon it habitually and conilantly. Hear 

what the prophet (ays in commendation of it, 

If. xl. 29. 30. 31. " He giveth power to the 

** faint ; and to them that have no might, he inn 

•V crcafeth ftrength. Even the youths ihall faint 

"an4 
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<< and be weary, and the young men fhall utter- 
^ ly fall But they that wait upon the Lord (hall 
*' renew their ftrength : they ftall mount up 
" with wings as eagles, they (hall run and not 
*• be weary, and they fliall walk and not faint.*' 
4. I (hall conclude the fubjeft, by giving you 
two or three direftions for the prefervation and 
improvement of the (piritual life ; and particu- 
larly for enabling you to perfevere with unifor- 
mity and comfort in the exercife of prayer. 

1. Be watchful and circumfpeft in the whole 
of your converlation. Let it be your great aimi 
to keep confciences void of offence towards God 
and towards man. Prayer and watchfulncfs have 
a reciprocal influence upon one another. Ne- 
glefl: of prayer will make you yield to tempta- 
tion, and the indulgence of (In will make you 
afraid to pray. But habitual watchfulnefs will 
carry you with comfort to God, at the hour of 
prayer, both in thankfulnefs for paft mercies, 
and reliance on him for future (Irengtb. 

2. Obferve with attention the courfe of hia 
providence towards you. Enumerate his mercies 
to you in profperity, adore liis righteous wilt 
in adverfity. Let this be the work, not only of 
particular feafons, but of every day. This will 
at once (hew you the nece(Bty, and abundantly 
fupply the matter of prayer. If you do other- 
wife, you will go to prayer without any clear 
and determinate views of what you are to pray 
for, and then it is no wonder that it degenerate 
into a lifelefs form. Once more,. 

3. Ba much employed in intercclEon for o 

C c 3 thcrs. 
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thers. This noble tcftimony of Chriftian love, 
has the moft po\i^crful influence in "warming the 
heart, and enlivening the afTeAions ip prayer. It 
happens frequently, that tbofe who have hardly 
a word to fay for themfelves, and whofe defires 
iare quite heavy and languid as to what regards 
their own interefl, no fooner come to fupplicate 
for others, than they are enabled to pour out 
their whole fouls before God with the greateft 
fulnefs of exprefSon, and enlargement of affec* 
tion ; as if it were the purpofe of God, to invUe 
us to this exercife, by honouring it with a par- 
ticular mark of his acceptance and approbation. 
Oh that it would pleafe God to revive among 
profeffingChiiftians a fpirit of prayer, that when 
they cannot unite in fentiment, they may unite 
in prayer ; that when impiety and immorality 
are bold and infolent;^ they may oppofe them 
by prayer; and that when they are flandered, 
infulted, or abufed by their enet^les, they may 
find unfpcakablc comfort in imitating their dying 
Saviour, loving them that hate them, blefliog 
them that cuife them^ and praying for them who 
clefpitefully ufe them and perfecute them. I 
conclude with the words of tbeapoftle,Jude, ver* 
24. 25. " Nov/ unto him that is able to keep 
'* you from falling, and to prefent you faultlefs 
^' before the prefence of his glory with exceed- 
*^ ing joy, to the only wife God, our Saviour, 
'* be glory and majefty, dominion an^lf power,^ 
^' both now and evcr^i Amen*" 

S E R- 



SERMON XIIL 
Obedience and facrifice compared* 

I Samuel xv. 22. 

Jiath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer* 
ings andfacrificeSf as in obeying the voice of 
the LordF Behold, to obey is better thanfa^ 
crifice', and to hearken^ than the fat oframs*^ 



THa( obedience is due to God from all hit 
intelligent creatures^ I fuppofe none here 
prefent will deny. It is the original unchange- 
able law of creation, which every after -difcove- 
ry ierved not to undetermine, but to fupport and 
confirm. It was the religion of man in his primitive 
Hate of innocence ; and it (hall be the re%ion of 
heaven, when we fliail fee our Maker as he is. 
The very excellence of truth itfelf lies in its in* 
Suenceon holinefs, and the very purpofe of every 
facred inQitution is to form our minds to a habit 
of obedience, and fubje^on to the will of God. 
In the mean time, it is of the utmoft moment, 
that we have clear and jpft conceptions of the 
nature and principles of obedience, and that we 
guard againft. the errors that are often commit* 
ted on this fubjefV. Some, £rom a partial orex- 
cei&ve attachment to one branch of dut^, are 

apt 
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apt to difparage another ; and fome are apt to 
make a merit of their zeal or diligence in one 
duty, as if it would procure indulgence for them 
in the wilful negleft of another. From the lan- 
guage in the remarkable paflage of fcripture 
which I. have'chofen for my text, it is plain, 
that facrifices, or the outward worftip of Goc^ 
are fometimes made a cover for the neglect of 
obedience. Nor are there wanting other pafla- 
ges where complaints are brought againfl the 
&me miflake. On the other hand, this paflage 
where the text lies, and another exprelDon akin 
to it in the gofpel, ** I will have mercy, and not 
** facrifice," have been often grofsly mifapplicd, 
to bring contempt upon every podtive inftitu- 
tlon, and even upon the whole exercifes of pie* 
ty; and that by fuch perfons as do very little 
honour either to themfelves or their opinions, by 
the perfeAion of their obedience. 1 have cho. 
fen thefe words, with a view to the information 
and conviflion of both thefe forts of perfons, 
and for the inftrufiion and edification of thofe 
who ilefire to walk tn the firaight path of duty, 
without turning to the right hand or to the left. 
In difcourfing further upon them, I propofe, 

1. To open a little, and make a few remarks 
4»n the hiflory which gave occafion to the words 
of the prophet. 

2. To fliew in what refpefts it is, that obe- 
dience is oppo(ed and preferred to facrifice, or 
juftly called better^ as in the words of the ttyiU 

3. In the laft place, To make fome applica- 
tibn of the fubjeft. 

I. 
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I. FiRST^ then^ I am to open a little^ and 
make a few remarks upon the hiftory which gave 
©ccafion to the words of the prophet. This 
wHl be the more proper, that the fetting this 
part of the faered (lory in a clear light, will bothr 
afford us fome excellent inftru6lions, and alfo- 
obviate the cavils of unreafonable men. The 
people called Amakkites were derived, and had 
their name, from one Amalek, the fon of Efau's 
•Idefl fon Eliphaz, by a concubine, (Gen. xxxvi.^ 
i2.)* The firft mention we have made of theoA 
as a people, was their being engaged in a T^ry 
imjuft war with the children of Ifrael, (Ex. xvit. 
8.). This provoked God to determine, or at 
lead upon this occafion he was plealed to inti- 
mate, their being devoted to utter deftruAion ; 
as Exod. xvii* 14. 15. 16. ''And the Lord laid 
'' unto Moies, Write this for a memorial in a 
'' book, and rehearie it in the ears of Jofliuat 
<' for i will utterly put out the remembrance of 
*^ Anoalek from under heaven* And Mofes builc 
'< an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah* 
'< nidi. For he faid, Becaufe the Lord hath. 
*' fworn, that the Lord will have war ^Vith Ama-^ 
'* Ick from generation to generation.*^ 

The injuIUce and impiety of this action of the 
Amalekites, which provoked God, not only to 
threaten, but (a fwear their deftru£lion, may hQ 
learned from the account of this matter giv^t^ 
us in Deut.xxv. 17. 18. 191. " Remember what 
<* Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye 
'< were come forth out of Egypt : bow he met 
<< (b^<; by the way, and fmoie the hindmoft of 

^« thee. 
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" thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, 
^ when thou waft faint and weafy ; and he fear- 
*' cd not God. Therefore it (hall be, when the 
« Lord thy God hath given thee reft from all 
«* thine enemies round about, in the land which 
« the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inhciit- 
" aoce to poftefs it, that thou (halt blot out the 
•* remembrance of Amalck from under heaven \ 
'* thou flialt noi forget it.'* From this it ap- 
pears, that the Amalekites attacked the Ifraelitei 
unprovoked, and without any caufe ; for the 
Ifraelitet neither intended to poflefs tbemfelves 
of their country, nor were they fo much as 
pai&ng by their borders, which might have gi- 
Ten them (bme cau(e of fufpicioo* Without 
any thing of this fort, they came out of their 
own country, to attack the Ifraelites in the wil- 
dernefs, either in coofeqaence of the old grudge 
between Efau and Jacob, or from a principle of 
covetoufnefs, to feize upon the riches ^ich they 
beard the children of Ifraei had brought out of 
Egypt. 

It is further obferved, that they cut oS thofe 
that were faint and weary, when the diftrefted 
condition of that people Teemed rather to call 
for compaftion and help. This was unjuft and 
cruel ; and difcovers them to have been a favage 
and profligate people ; efpecially if one ctrcum< 
ftance more be taken notice of, that they did 
all this in open defiance and contempt of God. 
They had no doubt heard, that he interefted 
himfelf in a particular manner in the preferva* 
lion of the Israelites, and was, in a literal fenfe, 

their 
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their king and governor ; and therefore it is faid 
particularly, ver. 18. of the laft-citcd paffage, 
chat the Aroalekites " feared not God." Is there 
any thing abfurd or unfuitdble to the majefly of 
the King of kings, in his declaring he would have 
war with fuch a people from generation to gene- 
ration, and at laft deftroy them, as he certainly 
foreknew that they would not grow better, but 
worfe and worfe ? 

Let us not omit to obfervc the long-fuffer* 
ing and patience of God« It was not till fome 
Hundreds of years afterwards, that orders were 
iflued out to put the fentence in execution a- 
gainft that people, when they had filled up the 
meafure of their iniquities, and were ripe for 
judgement. This appears evidently from the 
bints of their chara^er given in the chapter 
where the text lies. They arc called, ver. 18. 
*' the finners the Amalekites,** by way of era- 
phafis, to fhew, that they were eminently wic- 
ked above all other people. It is no lefs evi- 
dent, that their king that ruled over them was 
a bloody cruel man, from the words of Samuel 
to him, ver. 33. ** As thy fword hath made 
'* women childlefs, fo fliall thy mother be child- 
*' lefs among women." Thefe circumftances 
make it highly probable, that this prince and 
his people were commonly employed in the ^ 
trade of war, in plundering and murdering fuch 
of their neighbours as they were able to fubdue. 
Now, how groundlefs are all the tragical out* 
cries of uobefievers againft this part of the hi- 

flory 
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Aory of the Bible f Is not God the fupreme 
di/l>ofer of every event ? Is not the fate of 
nations decided by his righteous will ? Is he 
not known by the exercife of this his holyprero* 
gative, " Vengeance is mine ; I will repay ?'' It 
is inconteftable, from many undoubted faAs in 
the hiflory of Providence, that " verily there is 
** a God that judgeth in the earth." Oh ! that 
this were conlidered in time by many who are 
bold enough to impeach the conduct of their 
Maker, to whom -one part of the charafter of the 
Amalekites feems very applicable, ** They fear 
« not God." 

It will perhaps be expelled, that I fhould 
take particular notice of that part of the com^ 
mand given to Saul to dedroy the ** infants and 
" fuckJings," together with thofe who were 
come to age. On this you may obferve, that 
it was no more than the exercife of that abfo- 
lute right which God hath to the lives of all his 
creatures. He gave them at his pleafure, and he 
may recall them whenever he will. Thofe who 
offer this objection againft the fcripture-hiftory, 
do not feera to confider, that it militates equal- 
ly againft the iz\\^ and vifible courfe of Provi- 
dence. How many infants do we fee daily car* 
Tied off by the difeafes incident to that fiate ? 
Do not the half of mankind die before they 
grow up to the years of reafbn ? Poes this .hap- 
pen without the foreknowledge and providence 
of God ? or dare any charge him with being 
unjuft in this part of his will ? If we dare not 
pf efume to go fo far, then, the commanding the 

children 
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^biidren to be cut off by the hap^ of man^ is a 
«ere drtumftance, that cannot aiter the nature 
of the decree. The fovercignty of God ap-* 
]>ear8 in the cleared manner from the whole of 
bis written word^ and from what happens every 
day before our eyes. Inftead, therefore, of 
niifing preiumptuous objeftions agaihft fuch in-- 
ftances ad this referred to in the text, it would 
ht far more juft, as well as dutiful, to infer fr onr 
them, thar we are *^ conceived in fin, and 
** brought forth in iniquity 5" that we lie under 
ah QOiverfal forfeiture of Fife, and therefore a 
righteous God may execute it upon us at what^^ 
ever time» and in whatever flaanner, it feems 
good unto himferf. 

I it)!ght atfo obierve, that if we cobfider the 
circumffaoces ift which thele Amalekite children 
were, from the charafter of their parents, ^*e 
(hall fee, in tlie coaduA of God towards them, 
a niixtbre of tner^y with judgement. I have al^ 
ready obfervcd> from the facred hiftory, wbaH 
wicked pcrfons the Aittalckitcs were. Now, 
fuppofing their children left to be trained up by 
their parents, the prefumption is, that they 
wotild have been formed by their pernicious ex* 
ample, to murder and rapine, and all fbrts ot 
v^ickednef!( ; jtnd, in particular, lb a hatred of 
the'peopre and God of Ifrael. This would havi 
rendered their condition infinitely more roiferable 
than we can poffibly fuppofe it by their being 
cut off in infancy, before the commillion of ac- 
tual guilt. Have we not every day before our 
cy^s examples of perfons living vti dyilsg iit 
Voi:. I. D d fin, 



3 1 4 Obedience and fucrifice cotnpared. Ser«.i 3. 

Cn, to whom it would have been a great mercy 
if their eyes, as (boo as ever they faw the Gghc, 
bad been clo&d up in everlafting darknefs \ Up^ 
on the whole, we have reafon to be fully fatisfied 
asL every fuch queflion as this, by refolviog it 
into the fovercignty of God ; but I ha^c (hortly 
mentioned this particular, to (how how incapa- 
ble we are of forming a proper judgement of 
the procedure of Divine Providence ; and that 
the order to deftroy '< both man and woman, in* 
^' fant and fuckling/' when given by the Lord of 
nature, hath nothing in it either unjuft or un- 
xnercifuL 

This awful .command was given to Saul, the 
king of Ifrael ; which he, being fully iatisfied of 
iu coming from God, prepared himfelf to execute. 
IBut he and the people, from a principle of co- 
vetoufnefs, referved what was moft valuable of 
the efFefls of the Amalekites for their own ufe, 
SO- direfl contradidion to the command of God, 
who had ordered the cattle and fubfiance of that 
people alfo to be deftroyed. This was pro- 
bably done to (how, that their punilhment was 
an a£l of pure juftice, without any intention to 
enrich his inheritance by it. \Vhen the prophet 
Samuel challenged Saul for his difobedience, he 
endeavours to cover his condu£l by a pretext . 

pf religion, ver. 15, " And S<^ul laid,- The 

^* people fpared the bed of the flieep, and of the 
^' oxen, to facrifice unto the Lord thy God ; 
** and the reft we have utterly deftroyed." To 
this my text is the anfwer, made by Samuel, in 
|j^e name of (he Lo/4 : '' And Samuel faid, 

'' Hath 
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** Hath the Lord as great ddigRHn burnt-oflfert 
^* ings and facrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
" the Lord ? Behold, to obey, is better than fa- 
* '* crifice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams.**^ 
Before I -proceed to the fecond general head; 
I wili make a few obfervations on this piece of 
hiAory, for your inftru^on. 

1. How eafily are people mifled into difobe- 
dience by their prefent intereO, or carnal incli« 
nations ! how ready are thefe to mix themfelves 
in all our anions, and to turn what was in* 
tended as an inftance of obedience, into an a£tof 
impiety and traofgreffion I The children of lf*_ 
rael \irould not dellroy the goodly fubftance of 
the AmalekiteSy according to the exprefs conu 
mand of God, that they might have it to them- 
felves ; though it is remarkable, that they do not 
appear from the hiftory to have made any dif-* 
ficulty in executing what was by far the hardeft 
part of the command, viz. the flaying of man and 
i¥omaii, infant and fuckling, that fell into their 
bands. Agag indeed^ and him only, they ex* 
cepted, perhaps to grace their triumph, or firom 
fome other feifilh motive* Intereft feems to 
have prevailed here ; but there are other pafBona 
alio which too often mix themrelves with our 
religion. Malice and anger, for example, and 
a dcfire of revenge, are often feen to latermin- 
gte thcmiiblves with our zeal for the glory of God^ 
and convert one of the mod amiable virtues into 
a deteflablecrime. 

2. You may obferve how natural it is for pea*- 
pie, when challenged for any fault, to lay the 

D d 2 blame 



^i6 Cb€Jiaic€ and fatrlfict €9mpand. SeM3. 

hiame of h upon others, even when there is 
little prolpe^t of biding their own guUt. '' But 
'* the people/' feys Sad, ver. 21. " took of 
^ the fpoily flieep and oxen, the chief of the* 
** things which ihoold have been utterly defiroy* 
4< ed.^ Whereas, though no doubt they were 
slfo in the fault, he was niucfa more goilty than 
ihey/ He had recehred the particular command 
from God : he was king and leader of the peo- 
ple, and oQght to have reftrained them from a&- 
ing contrary to the divine purpofir. This, how* 
ever, he was (b far from. fe much aa4itamptiBf, 
that he U fpdken of a$ aonfeiviiig to, asd .« jcbief 
aftor in the offend, ver. 9. ** fi« Baal sad the 
i« people fpared Agag, and eKe tbeft of the fteefi^ 
f< and of the oKcn/^ This di^oCtioii feemt fi9 
be as old as fin itlelf s for we (tt it in tke csft 
of Adam, after eating the forbidden fruit: 
Gen. iii* ix* 12. ^' Haft thou eaten of the tree 
" whereof I commanded thee Aiti thon fliotiidft 
«^ not eat i And the man fiud. The wo»aR 
<< whom thou gaveft to be with me, Ae gave 
** me of the tree, and 1 did eat/* We ought 
to be humbled for it, as a part of the corrupt 
tion of our nature, which \% not only prone to 
the commilBon of fin, but backward to repeot- 
ance or confeffion. 

J, We may fee it is no unufual thing for men 
to imagine they have been obedient to God even 
In that very aftion by which they have in a re- 
markable manner fliown their difobcdiencc. This 
was plainly the cafe with Saul, whom we find 

maintaining 
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maiiuaioiog and iofiiling npon his ionoccnce^ 
ver. 2a. ^ And Saol faid uato Samuel, Yea, I 
'< have obeyed the voice of the Lord, ^nd have 
* <^ gone the way which the Lord fenc xac^ aad 
«' have brought Agag the kkig of Anaaiek, and 
*' have utterly deftroyed the Amalckites/'' 
Where-ever any duty, in its ibbftance, in it$> 
circumflaaces, or even in its principle, varies 
from the rules laid down for it in the word of 
God, It is eflentially defe£live ; and where the- 
fault is capital, it bccometh a (ki. This, I be- 
lieve, wtil be always found to be the cafe where 
merit is pleaded from human performances. True 
obedience is always humble, and fenfibie of the 
imperfections attending it. Often tatious obe<^ 
dience, if it were for no other reafoo, is an abo* 
mination in the fight of God.. 

4. How often does it happen,, that the excn«^ 
fes for iin are tke aggravations of it !. It feem» 
ed to Saul, tha he had fully juflified his condu6)r 
by %ingf that bewared of tbe bed of the ipoil,. 
to iacrifice unto the Lord. If there was no 
fiich thing in his or the people's mind,, whea 
they departed from their commiiGSon, then it 
was a feai ful aggravation of his fio^, to add to 
k the guilt of falfehood and hypocrify ; nor did 
it feem to want impiety, to pretend to offer fa^ 
cri/ices from tbe accurCed fubftance of that devo* 
ted race. If, on the other liand, they really 
from the beginning intended to prefcnt a part of 
tbe fpoil as a facrifice to Goi^ it (hows the 
great deceitfulnefs of fin, which fuggefted this* 
unholy compofition, and made them think,, that 
D d J their 
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their difobedience might be atoned for by z gift 
at the akar. Many like inftances might be gi* 
veil, in v/hich the exeufes for fin are an addition 
to the guilt. There are not wanting fome who, 
either in a doubtful or explidt manirer, would 
lay the blame of their fins upon their maker, 
and impute to the infiuenee of his providence 
what belongs to the freedom of their own wills. 
At the fame time, it is very remarkable, though 
melancholy to reflcft upon, that thofe exeufes 
for fin which carry in them the mofl daring pro- 
fanity, are commonTy moft f!upifying to the 
confcience. Such is the (late of all thofe wha 
fortify thcmfelvcs in an evil praftice, by embra- 
cing loofe principles, who, having fir ft given 
way to unbridled inclination in the breach of 
God's laws, flcel thcmfelvcs againft conviAioa 
and repentance, by a denial of his truth. 

5. How great is the folly of men who hope 
to atone for their difobedience by any compen- 
fatioQ, but particularly by religious rites ! Saul 
and his people, whatever were their views at 
firft, feem to have hoped that they might efcape 
the puniftiment of difobedience by offering 6- 
crifice?. There feems to have been a tendency 
to this among the Jews, in general, in after 
times; and it is the miftaken hope of hypo- 
crites in every age. But how manifefl is the 
error f how grofs ijs the delufion ! Sacrifices,, 
and all a61s of worfhip, derive their very beauty 
tnd excellence from the difpoflticn of the wor- 
fhipper. Solomon tells us, Prov. xv. 8. '* The 
** facfifice of the wicked is an abomination to 

« the 
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^ the Lord; but the prayer of the upright is hk 
« delight.*' How abfurd and contradictory, how 
diftionourable to God, is it, for the fame perfoa 
to be a zealous wor(hipper and a wicked Iiver» 
a man fervent in prayer and deceitful in deaN 
ing, heavenly in his language and fenfual in hts 
heart ! One would think the dreadful inconiift- 
ency of fuch a conduA would alarm the moft 
drowfy confcience ; but God, in righteous 
judgement, gives up to a fpirit of dumber, thac 
they may be the Handard of punKhment for the 
greatefl: finners, who (hall be appointed their 
portion " with hypocrites and unbelievers, in thfe 
^ lake that burns with fire and brimftone for ever<^ 
** more,** 

II. I PROCEED to the y?r<?«// thing propofed; 
which was. To fhow in what refpeCts it is that 
obedience is oppofed and preferred to faCrifice^ 
or juftly called if //^r, as in the word^ of the 
text. It is not uncommon to hear this pa/Iage 
produced in order to prove the valae of moral 
above pofitive precepts. Moral precepts, I fup- 
pofe you know, are precepts of perpetual and 
tinchangeable obligation ; and pofitive, fuch as 
either have not, or do not feem to have, any 
intriofic excellence in themfelves, but depend 
upon the immediate and exprefs inflitutton of 
God« Now though, no doubt, if U is done with 
proper care» and upon legitimate principles, a 
diflinAion may be Aated between thefe difierent 
kinds of duties s yet It is plain, that this cannot 
be the fpirit of the pa0age before us. There 

Dceda 



jao Obedience OMificrificit cdmparei. Scr. f 3V 

aecds no more to lati$fy us of cbis, than to re- 
fleA upon tbc hiftory illuftrated above, wbicb 
gave occafioD to the words of the prophet. That 
commaiK} of Cod, for difbbedience to which 
Saul was fo feverc ly reproved, ^aod afterwards (b 
iignaliy puntfhcd^ was fo far from beiog in itfeif 
a moral duty antecedent to the command, that 
it was not merely a pofitive, but an occafioual 
and temporary duty : nay without the exprefs ap* 
poincment and auefaorlcy of God, it would have 
been an atrocious crime, viz- " Utterly deftroy* 
^ ing th« Amakkites, man and woman, iclant 
•* and fuckling." We have not therefore the leaft 
encouragement from this example to make %ht 
of any command that is fupported by the inftl*^ 
tution and authority of God. Well then, may it 
be faid^ were not facrifices taftituted by him ? 
and how does the propliet affirm in this padage^ 
that '' obedience is better than iacrifke f " For 
yiuftrating this, and at the fame time guarding it 
againft perverfion and abufe, I intreat your attea« 
tion to the foJIowing obiervations« 

I. Obedience ii preferred to Cucrifices as 
ihey were uncommanded, free, and. voluntary* 
If we attend, to the fecrifices under the law, we 
fliall find them of different kinds ; particularly, 
we fhall find them dii)ingui(hed in this refpeA, 
that (bme of them were cxprefsly and pofittvely 
ordained, aiKi others were left to the good-wtQ 
or ipontaneous inclination of the offerer. Tht 
firft were binding upon the whole of that people 
in the drongeft manner, andcould not be difpen* 
fed with I the other were left to themieivea, as ih« 

occaCon 
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occaflon flio»M point oiit ihe ptopriety, and th^ 
pkty or gratitude of their heaits fliould difpofe 
to the performaace. It vould be a great mif- 
Ukc» to fuppofci that the appointed Ibrvice df 
ihe fan£luary might be omitted or altered by s- 
ny human prudence^ or difpenfed \i^ith, eren 
under pretence of obedience to the moral law* 
The obfervatton of the fabbathi of circvincifiorty 
t>f the paf&very the daily burn^-oi&ringy the dii* 
nual facrifice on the great day of expiation, die 
tre(pafs-offeringf and many Qibei:a> -atnt fo ia- 
.difpenfaUy pecf Ary^ tba( no ojp^ficion was to 
lie preTiimed or ioiigmed between tbonand the 
mof 4I law. Nay^ the whol^ <^iiixiOanceB df 
^eCe rites werie preeifely (pecifiedt ^ad tholb 
who varied any thing in the maimear of their cb- 
^yattoQixrere to be tut eff from their people, 
for this lee Exodus xii. 19. } uuu* 1 4. 8iDd>i«ar* 
Dy other paf&ges. I muft further objferve, that 
even with refped to voluntary or fre^-will o^ 
ferings^ though they were left at liberty whether 
ihey would ofier fucb at all or not ; yet if they 
did oi&r, the manner io which it behoved to be 
conduced, ^vas appointed preeifely^ and they 
were forbidden to depart from it, under the 
fame awful fan^i^. Tcumay fee the rules laid 
idown for pcace-ofierings in the 2d and 3d chap- 
ters of Leviticus ; and for the danger of any 
error in attending on themi fee Lev. vii, 20. 
ai*; Lev. xvii. 8. 9. Now, nothing can be 
more plain, than that the lacrifices which Saul 
and hi& people had in view to ofTer, or at lead 
pretended to have bad [iu view, were voluntary 

or 
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<Mr frce-uxll ofFerings : they were do part of th€ 
regular, flated, unalterable fervice of the fanc- 
Cuary ; but might be offered or not as they ihern- 
felves thought proper. When you remember 
this, my brethren, you will fee with how great 
juOice and f>rce the prophet oppofes facrtfices 
of this kind, to obeying the voice of the Lord : 
•* Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt- offcr- 
* ings, as in obeying the voice of the Lord \** 
At if he had (aid. Can you Imagine that God 
will be as well pleafed with gifts of your own 
deviling, as with a ftriA and punAoal eseeution 
of the orders which himfelf bad ^ven ; efpecial- 
ly when the very facrifices yon would offer t6 
him, are purchafed by the breach of his own ex* 
preff command I ' - - 

The words of the text having been (poken bj 
an Old-Tellament prophet, and in language dt- 
reftly fiiited to the circumflances of that diipen- 
fation, I have kept the laws of the Mofaic oeco- 
oomy clofely in view. The fpirit however of 
the whole, and the truth refulting from it, bc^ 
longs as clearly and fenfibly to us as to the fa- 
thers. We are not to prefume to make Hght of 
any inftitution of God, though, either in whole 
or in part, of a pofirive nature* But confideitng 
facrifices as including all afts of worfliip, nay all 
afts of religion or fervice to God, of whatever 
kind, fo far as they are voluntary in their cir- 
cumdances, let us not think to put them In the 
room of obedience to his law. If any man, 
from this paffage of fcripture, (hall take liber- 
ty to defpife the fabbath, to forbear prayer in 

fccrct 
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fecret and in famUy, to neglefl the facramencs 
or inftituted worftiip of God, he perverteth and 
wrefteth the fcriptures^ to his own deArufliop. 
On the other hand, if any perfon, under pre- 
tence of extraordinary prayer, (hall negleft his 
calling, if he (hall put voluntary fafts and bodi« 
]y mortification in the room of repentance, if 
he (hall make donations to the poor, or to facred 
u(es, inOead of paying his juft debts, to the pre- 
judice ofothers) it may, with great propriety, 
be faid to him in -the words of Samuel, ^' Hath 
^* the Lord as great delight in burnt-ofrerings^ 
*^ as in obeying the voice of the Lord I Behold, 
** to obey, is better than facrifice ; and to hear- 
^ ken, than the fat of rams.'* 

2. Obedience b oppofed to facrifices as they 
are faUe and hypocritical. Even in thofe facri- 
fices that were moil exprefsly appointed, and of 
the mofi indifpenfable obligation, there might be 
an eflential defe£l, from the inward difpofition 
not correfponding to the outward a^ion. Rea- 
foB, as well as fcripture, teacheth us, that in all 
aAs of wor(hip, the Gncerity of the heart makes 
the chief ingredient. It is the prerogative, and 
the glory of God, that he fearcheth the hearts 
and trieth the reins of the children of men* 
Therefore, in every part of his feryice, he re- 
quires integrity and uprightnefs of heart: ** He 
** de(jrcth truth in the inward parts." That I 
may treat this part of the fubje^ with the great- 
er diftinflnefs, you may obferve, that our facri- 
fices or worfliip may be polluted by a twofold 
bypocrily. Tbefe may be called, hypocrify to- 
wards 
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wardfi Gody and hypocrify towards man ; or, 
ID other word$y inconfiftency or unfoundnefs in 
the cbara6tef, and di(guife or infincericy in th^ 
aft of worfhip. 

(i) Our facrifices may be polluted by incon- 
fifleney or unfoundnefs !n the charaAer. This 
is the cafe where men are c;irefbl in attending 
upon the inftitutioiis of religiotti but do not make 
confcience of keeping the commandnfients df 
God in theii^ ordinary €ofiverfatio>tT ; \vben they 
aire punAuai in the oatward performance of the 
duties of the firft table of the law, but are under 
DO reftraint as to (ins againd the (econd ; but, in 
sr particular manner, whttn they are under the 
unhappy delufion of imagining, that the one will 
make atonement for the other. I believe it will 
be found, that this is the meaning of many paf- 
figes of fcripture, where facrifices are fpofccn of 
with difregard. The word of God could never 
be fo inconfiftent with itfelf, as to condemn 
them fimply, while the law concerning them 
flood- in force ; but when they were offered by 
wicked men, when they were refted on as the 
whole of religion, or made to compenface for the 
negleft of moral duties, then they are Ipokcn of 
with abhorrence : Hofea vi. 6. " For I defired 
•'ihettry, and not facriflce; attd the knowledge 
^ of God, more than burn^offerings• But they 
** Bke men have tranfgrefled the covenant : there 

have they dealt treacheroudy againft me.^ 
Mi. 10. Hear the word of the Lord, ye raler^ 
<* of Sodom ; give ear anto the law ot our God, ye 
^ people of Gomorrah. To what purpole is the 
^ mtiiticude of your facrifices unto me ? faith the 

« Lord: 
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*'Lord: I am full of the burnt^offerings of 
** rams, and the fat of Fed beads, and I delight 
^ not in the blood of bullocks, or of iambs, or 
•* of he-goats. When ye come to appear before 
^' me, who hath required this at your hand ta 
^' tread my courts ? Bring no more vain obla- 
** tions, incenfe is an abomination unto men 
<' the new*moons and fabbaths, the calling of 
^' aflemblies, I cannot away with, it is iniquity^ 
^'even the folemn meeting. Your new^moons, 
^* and your appointed feafts, my foul hateth : 
'< they are a trouble unto me, I am weary to 
*^ bear theA« And when ye fpread forth your 
** hands, I will hide mine eyes from you : ye^ 
"when ye make many prayers, I will not hear* 
** your hands are full of blood. Wa(h ye, make 
** you clean, put away the evil of your doings 
" from before mine eyes, ceafc to do evil, > leara 
« to do well, feek judgement, relieve the opprefP 
** ed, judge the fatherlefs, plead for the widow/' 
Pral.1.16. « Unto the wicked God faith. What haft 
^' thou to do to declare my (latutes, or that thou 
" fhouldft take my covenant in thy mouth?'' 
Amos v, 21. — 24. " I hate, I defpife your feaft- 
'^ days, and 1 will not fmell in your folemn af- 
" fembiies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings^ 
" and your meat-offerings, 1 will not acCepe 
'* them : neither will I regard the peaceoffcr- 
^* ings of your fat beaAs. Take thou away from 
^ me the noife of thy fongs, for I will not hear 
« the melody of thy viols. But let judgement 
. Vol.. I. E e '^ run 
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* run down as waters, and Tighteoofnefs as a 

* mighty flrcam.*' 

Indeed, my brelhren, what can be more a« 
bominablei than the worfliip of fuch perfbns as 
live in the habitual indulgence offing what more 
provoking to Godf what more prefumptnous ia 
the'linner ? And who can fufficiendy wonder at 
the blindnefs rf all of this charaficr ? That their 
very acce(s to God, which (bould increafe their 
abborrence of fin, (bould, notwith (landing, let 
them at eafe in the commiflion of it ? Will he 
bear m6r« in you, think you, than in others ? 
He will bear lefs* He will vifit you fooner in 
bis providence, and he will puniih you heavier 
to all eternity. Things are quite oppoCte to 
what you fuppofe. Infiead of your duties ren- 
dering your fins pardonable, your fins render 
your duties infuppor table. 

(2} The other kind of hypocrify is, when men 
put on religion as a cloak and covering on their 
wickednefs, and, without any inward regard or 
fenre of duty to God, aim only at the praife of 
men. This is, if poffible, more daring and 
prcfumptuous than the other, or rather is a more 
advanced ftage of the fame charaAer. It was 
for this that our Saviour fo feverely reprehended 
the Pharifees: Matlh. vi. 1.2. " Take heed 
<' that ye do not your alms before men, to be 
^ feen of them : otherwife ye have no reward of 
" your Father which is in heaven. Therefore, 
fl wh^n thou doft thine alms, do not found a 

^* trumpet 
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*' trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in^ 
'' the fynagpgues, and in the ftreets, that they 
" may have glory of men. Verily 1 fay unto; 
''you, they have their reward*' And ver. j,* 
^ And when thou prayeft, thou flialt not be as 
" the hypocrites arc ; for they love to pray^ 
^ ftanding in the (ynagogues, and in the corners ' 
*' of the* ftreets, that they may be feen of men. 
•* Verily 1 fay unto you, they have their reward.'' 
But truly this is ndt alt. Some are not fatisfied 
with doing things in themfelves praife-worthy 
from oftcntation,. or the hope of applaufc from . 
men, but they endeavour, by their (hining and 
burning zeal in fuch things, to blind the eyes of 
others,, and' binder them from difcovering and 
punilhing their fecret wickednefs : Matth. xxiii, 
I4« *' Wo unto you, fcribes and Fharifees, hj'- 
**pocrites; for ye devour widows houfes, and 
*f for a pretence make "long prayers ; therefore 
^yc (hall receive the greater damnation/' Whc»* 
ever this is the cafe, it is no wonder that obe- 
dience (hould be preferred before facrifice, and 
indeed fct in oppofition to it. You fee, howe* 
.ver, that this is no more than what our Saviour 
lays of almigiving, which is fo eminent a moral 
duty,, but which can never find acceptance with- 
God, when done merely from a principle of o- 
flentation. It is impoffible, upon the whole, to- 
(el this matter in a juder li^ht than our Saviour' 
has done, in fpeaking of the fame Fharifees,.. 
Matth. xxiii. 23, *< Wo unto you, fcribes and> 
E c z. " Pharifees^,, 
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5' Pbariiees, hypocrites ; for ye pay tithe of 
•* mint and anife, and cummlri, and have omit- 
*' ted the weightier matters of the law, judge- 
^' ment, mercy, and feith ; thefc ought ye to 
'^ have done, and not to leave the other un«» 
« done.'' 

3. Obedience is oppoled to facrifices as they 
are dead and formal I am not at this time to 
mention all the ends which an infinitely wi(e 
God intended to fcrve by the appointment of 
facrifices : but every one muft be fenfible, that 
they could be of no avail without taking in the 
principle from which they were brought, and 
the temper and difpofition of the offerer. There 
was no doubt very much of outward form iff 
the Mofaic oeconomy ; and the ritual praAice? 
bore fo great bulk in it, that, by way of com- 
parifon with the (pirituality of the gofpel, it is 
called the lavj of a carnal commandment* But 
it would be miftaking it very much, to fuppofe, 
that God was fully fatisficd with, or defired.that 
his people fhould reft in the outward* form. 
This is plain from many paflages of fcripturc. 
What an example of fervour and elevation of 
Ipirit have we in the exercife and language of 
the pfalmift David, through the whole pf his 
writings ! You may fee, Pf. v. 7. *' But as for 
*' me, I will come into thy houle in th^ multi- 
" tude of thy mercy : and in thy fear will I 
" worfhip toward thy holy temple.** Pf. xxvi. 
6. <' I will waili mine hands in hmocency : fb 

" wlU 
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** will I compafs thine altar, O Lord.'* Tq^ 
this you may add what he fays, Pfal. li. r6. 17*^ 
"for thou defireft not facrifice, elfe would J givQ : 
** it : thou delighted not in burnt-ofFering. The - 
•* facrifices of God are a broken fpir'u : a bro*- 
** ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt no^x 
^* defpife/' 

In oppoCtion to this, however clear a diftatc,r, 
both of reafon and fcripture, it feems to have - 
been the difeafe of ancient timesy to imagine, > 
that the facrifices were fome how neceflary or 
ufeful to their maker in themfelv^s ; and that he . 
was pleafed with the pofleffion of the gifi^ inde« - 
pendent of the difpofition of the giver. . This* 
led both Jews and Gentiles to fuppofe^ that the :^^^ 
more numerous and co(Uy the vi^iims, the~ 
greater! wodd be their influence : Micah vi. 6. 
" Wherewith (hall I come before the \Lord, and^^ 
«bow myfclf before the high God ? Shall I 
*' come before him with burnt»oflferings> with*; 
^' calves of a year old I Will the Lord be plea- - 
^' fed wi;h tboufands of rams, pr with ten thou- 
** fands of rivers of .oil ? Shall 1 give my firft<* 
'* born for my tranfgrefEon, the fruit of niy body c 
*^for the (in of my foul ?" . To fuchan exeet - 
five height did>this errpr proceed, that x)n extra- - 
ordinary occasions the Heathens of many differ-- 
ent nations offered. human facrifices, and endear- 
voured, by. their ^ number, their » youth, jor the - 
high rank of their^ parents, to increafe their va- ~ 
jue .10 the fight of God. In oppofiiion to this v 
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groft delufion, God often afler ts his all-fufficira- 
cy, as well as fovereignty ; as particularly \a 

that admirable paflage, PC 1. 7. 14. ** Hear, 

<* O my people, and I will {peak ; O Jfraeli and 
*' I will teftify againft thee : I am God, evea 
*' thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy &• 
** crifices, or thy burnt-offerings, to have been 
'^ continually before me. I will take no bullock 
^ out of thy boufe, nor he-goats out of thy folds. 
•' For every beaft of the foreft is mine, and the 
'' cattle upon a thoufand hills. I know all the 
^' fowls of the mountains : and the wild beafts 
'* of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I 
** would not tell thee, for the wofld is mine, 
<' and the fullnefs thereof. Will I eat the flefli 
«^ of bulls, or drink the Mood of goats I Of- 
<< fer unto God thanfgiving, and pay thy vows 
'* unto the MoftHigh.'^ And even with regard to 
their ordinary attendance on inftruclion, he fays, 
Ezekiel xxxiii. 31* '^ And they come unto thee 
«' as the people cometh, and they fit before thee 
*' as my people, and they hear thy words, but 
*' they will not do them : for with their mouth 
*' they ftiew much love, but their heart goeth af- 
" ter their covctoufnefs.^ 

This condufl, fo difhonourable to God, and 
fo inconfiftent with the holinefs and purity of 
his nature, had no fufEcient excufe either among 
Jews or Heathens. But furely it is (till niore 
criminal among Chriflians. Thegofpel, as a 
difpenfation of clearer light, and greater purity, 

ia 



8er. I3« Obedience and facrifice compared* 331 

is called the miniftration of the Sfirit, And iar 
oppofidon CO all ceremonial and local worfbip^ 
our Saviour fays, John iv. 23« 24. ** But the 
^ hou^ Ncometh, and now is, ^vhen iht true 
^ woiftippcrs (hall wor(hip the Father in* fpirit 
" and in truth ; for the Father feeketh fuch to ' 
** worfhip him. God is a fpirit ; and they thar 
** worfhip him, mufl worfhip him in fpirit and 
'* in truth/^ But are there not fome amongft . 
us who may be juflly charged with guilt in this 
refpeft ? or rather, who is there amongd us' 
that does not in fome degree fall under the re* 
proof ? Are there not fome who reft in the. 
form pf worfhip, and are ftrangers to the fpirit 
of it ? Are there not fome who value and trufl: 
in their forms while they are regardlefs of the 
Ipirit ? Nay, are there not fome who not only 
fubmit to^ but are pleafed with the form, and 
yet have no reli(h for that nearnefs to God, and 
fenfe of his prefence, which conftitutes the fpirit 
of worfhip i How many ' finful motives may 
bring us tothe houfe of God ! If you come 
to avoid the reproach of men, is that a real fa- 
crifice to God I If you come from oftentation^ 
to be feen of men, is that an offering accept* 
able to God ? If you come to gratify^ your 
fancy, by hearing the performance of man, you 
are offering the incenfe to the creature that is^ 
due only to God, Confider further, how often 
we may be finfully employed in the houfe of 
God. Are carelefs inattentive perfons offering ac* 

ceptable 
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ceptabhr facrifices to God ? Areibofc who indolge 
vpxXf proud, fcnfualy covetous thoughts in wor- 
fhip» of&ring lacrifice to God I Are thoTe who 
come CO cenfure or admire the ipeaker ofiferiog 
facrifice to God I In all fuch cafes, without 
any diiparagement to the bolieft iDflitutions of^ 
God, 9r rather from a juft concern to defend them . 
from profanation, we may fay, in the words of 
the text, " Behold, to obey, is better than la* 
<'crifice^ and. to hearken, than the fat of. 
« rams." 

4. In this Ufi place> obedience is oppoied Co 
iacrifices as they are mifplaced and unfeafon- 
able. In the andent difpenfation, time and place 
were as much afcertained as any circuradance 
that belonged to the temple-fervice ; and nothing 
could be more contrary to the fpirit of that oe- 
conomy, than taking any libertywith the order 
which God himfelf had e(labU(bed. There ar« 
feveral inftances of. heavy judgements denoun* 
ced againft princes, whoie chief fault feems to 
have been, oiFerii^ the appointed facrifices in for-* 
bidden places, or at improper feafons. If, there* 
fore, he would not fuffer any variation in cir- 
cumflances which he had pcefcribed, how could 
Saulfuppofe, that he would accept .of a facrifice 
in the place of a duty which he had command- 
ed ? It is alfo to be obferved, that the duties of 
the moral law are perpetually binding; and 
therefore,' when in providence any example of 
Ibem occui-s^ firengthened with the urgent call 

of 
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of necef&ty and mercyi they become exceptions 
to an ordinance of a pofitive nature. Thus our 
Saviour does not contradift the law of Mofes 
in vhat he teaches concerning the fabbath; 
but fhows in what manner that command was, 
or ought always to have been underfiood by the 
Jews themfelves. See an inftance of this, 
Luke xiii. 14. 15. i6k '** And the ruler of the 
<< fynagogue anfwered with indignation, becaufe 
^' that Jefus bad healed on the fabbath-day, anci 
'^faid unto the people. There are fix days ia^ 
« which men ought to work; in them therefore 
'< come, and be healed, and not on the fabbath- 
'• day. The Lord then anfwered him, and faid,,, 
*« Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you 
^ on^the (abbath loofe his ox, or his afs, from 
« the ftall, and lead him away to watering ? 
<' And ought not this woman, being a daughter 
<^ of Abraham, whonl Satan hath bound, lo- 
<^ thefe eighteen years, be loofed from this bond^ 
•* on the fabbath-day ? *' See alfo two other 
examples of the fame thing, in the 12th chapter 
of the gofpcl according to Matthew ; in fup* 
port of which pur Lord cites a pafTage from ther 
Old Teftament, ver. 7. « But if ye had known 
" what thfs meaneth, I wiU have mercy, and 
*^ not facrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
" guiltlefs." 

The fame general rule is to be obferved at all 
times. We muft attend to the intimations of 
Providence, and as far as they can be clearly dit 

cerned^ 
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cerned, difcharge thofe duties to which we are 
immediately called* Every thing is beautiful in 
its place and feafony and i^ then not only, mod; 
acceptable to God, but mold ufeful to men. It 
is fo far from being any difparagement of facri- 
ficesy that it is their very excellence, to be confi- 
ned to their time and pla^e. And the maxim ixt 
the text will apply with equal propriety to every 
duty of the moral law. The moft excellent of 
them may be miiapplied. True religion andun* 
defiled before GoA and the Father, is, to vifit the 
fatherlefs and the widow ; and yet, if the time of 
divine worfhip be unnecefOirily chofen for that 
purpofe, or if too much time be confumed in ic 
by thofe whofe prelence cannot be ufeful, it la 
a rejefled facrifice. Feeding the hungry, and 
clothing the naked, is the charaAer that (hall 
meet with the approbation of our final judg<; y 
and yet> if any fhail, out of oftentatton, fiscd the 
poor abroadi and flarve their families at home, 
or perform this duty at the expence of any o« 
ther more immediately binding, be fi^Us under 
the condemnation of the prophet iq the text :. 
'< Behold, to €>bey, is better than facrifice ; and 
" to hearken, than the fat of rams," To con- 
clude this head, we fhall greatly, mlfinterpret 
this paflfage of fcripture, if we pretend to ho- 
nour one. part of religion to the prejudice of an- 
other. The facrifices condemned by the pro- 
phet are not to be underftood of pofitivc duties,, 
as oppofed to moral, nor of aft s of worfliip, as 
oppofcd to the. duties of the fecond table; but 

of 
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of every aft of religion^ however excellent in 
itfelf, or neceflary in its place, if it is done from 
an ill principle, with a finful purpofe, in a fmful 
manner, or fubftituted in the room of tliat which 
God io his providence doth immediately re- 
^quire. 

III. I IPROCEED now to make fome pra£lical 
improvement of what hath been faid. And, 

J. Frohi what hath- been faid, you may learn 
what are the great characters of acceptable obe- 
dience ; and, I think, they may be reduced to 
the three following. ~ i • It muft be implicit o- 
bedience. It mud be founded immediately and 
dir«£lly on the authority of God. We muft not 
take upon us to judge of the moment and im- 
portance of any part of bis will, further than 
be hath made it known himfelf. It is a very 
dangerous thing for us to make compariibns be- 
tween one duty and another, efpecially with a 
view of difpenfing with any of them, or altering 
their order, and fubftituting one in another's 
place! 2. A (econd character of true obedience 
is, that it be felf-denied and impartial, that it be 
not direAed or qualified by our prefent intereft. 
It was the beft of the fpoii that Saul and the peo- 
ple faved ; that which was vile and refufe, they 
utterly deftroyed. It is too common, that our 
own intereft both points out the obje6V, and 
adigns the meafure of our obedience i and, in 
that cafe, It, does not deferve the name of obe- 

dience 
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dience to God at all. But when the Chriftian is 
devoted to God, ready at his callj and eqaally 
dUpofed to any employment affigoed him in pro- 
yidence, he then may be faid indeed to do his 
^ill. 3. A third chara£ler of obedience is, that 
it be univerfal, without any exception* Saui^ 
and the children of Ifrael, had complied fo far 
ivith the 'order given themi that the greateft. part 
both of the people and fubfiance of Amalek was 
•deflroyed ; but he (topped (hort, and knowingly 
4eft unfinidied what had been injoined him by the 
fame authority. 

2* From what hath been faid on this fubjeft, 
you may fee, that the true notion of obedience 
is inconffftent with the notion of merit, as if 
we could lay our maker under fome fort of ob« 
ligation. This is as fatal and dangerous an er- 
ror as . any whatever, to think we may merit at 
the hand of God, and yet very common. Nay, 
it (eems to be natural to us all, with great difS- 
culty reftrained, a*nd never in this life wholly o- 
vercome. You fee how Saul juftificd himfeif,. 
and faid, " Yea, but I have obeyed the voice of 
'* the Lord.'* But, in the judgement of God, 
there was no confideration had of what he had 
done, but a fevere fentence of condemnation up* 
on him for what he had neglected. True obe- 
dience is always confldered, in this light, as a 
debt due to God, for the performance of which 
nothing can be claimed, but for the negleft of 
«vliich a penalty is incurred. I wiifa this were 

properly 
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properly attended to. The guilt of tranfgrcf- 
fion is plainly inconfiftent with the merit of obe^* 
dience. If we are liable to punishment for not 
obeying, the right of our maker to our f. i vice 
rauft be complete, there is no room to plead at 
ny merit in compliance, and the reward .nufl: 
be of grace, and not of dcbe* Thus, 1 think^ 
it is ak^ays feh by good men*^ and the more 
that they are devoted laGc^d, they are the IcCs 
difpofed to avail themfelves of any thing they 
have done, and the more inclined to afk forgive- - 
nefs for what, hath been either. omitted, or ill - 
done. 

3. From what hath been faid, you may learn - 
the great defefts of our obedience in general. ^ 
If we confider the charafters of true obedience, 
implicit, impartial, and univerfal, we muft be 
fenfibte what great b!emi(hes attend every aft of 
duty to God which we perform. We fliall aU 
ways find fomething amifs^ either in its extent^, 
its principle, or its end.* What reafon this, for 
humiliatfon ? what a powerful argunient to eve-- 
ry Chriftian to live a life of continual depend-- 
cnce on divine ftrength to enable him to obey^, 
and divine mercy to accept of his imperfeft o- 
bedience ? Nothing but great ignorance of them* 
felves, or great inattention to what pafles in their 
own hearts, can embolden men to put confi-' 
dence in themfelves. And indeed their doing ; 
fb is commonly attended with very mortifying;; 
ciTede. When God leaves tbem, in fatherly dif. 
pleafure, to prove and try them, or when he: 

Vol. 1. . F f Icawas 
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leaves finners to tbemreives, to fill up the mea^ 
fure of their iniquities, it foon affords aXatisfying^ 
proof, that ip us, that is, in our flefh, dwelletb^ 
no good thing. To \riU may be prefent ivithi 
\xs, but to do that tvhich is good,, we find not. 
4. In the laji place. Suffer me earneftly to ex« 
hort you to make it your daily Audy, not only- 
to keep the commandments of God, but to take 
particularnotice from what principje your obs« 
dience flows. See how much there is in it of felf^ 
denial, of devotednefs to God, of fubje^ioa t<>« 
his providence. One adl of filent fubmiffion, or 
a quiet application to thofe duties that are im« 
mediately necefTary, though neither ea(y nor ho* 
nourable, is of much more value, than a long,; 
tra£l of activity and zeal in a public and vifiblc 
fphere of aftion, fweetencd by replication and> 
applaufe. As the fubmiffive Chriftian lives up-- 
on the Creator alone, independent of the crea^ 
ture ; fo the obedient Chriflian (^vt% his God 
and Redeemer alone, without paying^any regard 
to the efteem or approbation of his fdJow-fin- 
ners. In this way only is your obedience giveir 
to God, and in this way only wit! you find it 
pleafant or profitable to yourfelves. If you keep 
clearly and clofely to the command of God, 
and have not fo much as any other defire, or in- 
clination, than to know what it is^ you will hard- 
ly ever be miflaken. But if yott allow other 
motives to have place, if you take upon you to 
judge of what is molf proper or expedient, or 
even prafticable, you will pollute every part of 

jour 
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your duty, and find yourfelves often involved in i 
impenetrable darfcnefs. If what is duty be thcr 
inquiry, and intereft fet afide, if duty be the ob- 
ject of your attention^ and events left to God,., 
you will find unfpeakable confolation from it in 
the niean time, as wcH as the fuccefs more ef« 
feAually fecured than it could poffibly have been-, 
by any anjdcty or forefight of your oWn. Let 
God then have the unadulterated obedience of 
all his creatures ; and let us a ik of him, accor* 
.ding to his promife, " to work in us to-will and. 
•* to do of his g9od plcafure.'^ 
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